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Too Many That-a-Wayers Chasing 


Mustang Fans Away from the Qaters CT 


Chicago, June 28. 

Definite downgrade of the big- 
budget westerners at the boxoffice 
is indicated by the major distribs’ 
move to stall releasing of a batch 
of already completed mustangers. 
Several of the majors have been 
forced to jerk their oaters out of 
announced release schedules to 
quiet the roar of thundering hoofs 
now echoing on the _ nation’s 
screens. 

Currently there are 22 westerns 
in circulation in first and subse- 
quent-runs by the majors. Added 


+ 





Official Tune Fights VD 


Washington, June 28 

D. C. Health Department has had 
a tune written and intends to en- 
list local jukeboxes in the public- 
ity campaign against venereal 
disease 

The song is called “Put It Down,” 
i“It” being VD Song is being 
orchestrated and a platter will be 
made by a quintet. Health Depart- 
ment will ask local saloons, dance- 
halls, etc., to use the record in 
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Jack Benny. Al Jolson and Eddie 
Cantor are or have been in New 
York since last week and all are 
“talking télevision.” Two of them, 
Cantor and Jolson, are talking 
against it—at least its Iimminency, 
so far as they are concerned. Or 
as far as the business itself is con- 
cerned, they argue In a lesser 
degree so is Benny 

In a large measure the networks: 
talent merchandizers such as Lew 
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By ABEL GREEN 
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In New Orleans, City of Its Birth 





La Scala Opera on TV | 


Milan 


Italy’s most famous opera com 
pany, La Scala, has signed its first 
contract for motion pictures, with 
Ambassador Films of New York 
Production of 13 operatic shorts 
aimed at the tele market will start 
Aug. 1, with La Scala’s soloists 
orchestra, ballet and chorus going 
before the cameras. Pact was inked 
by Eugen Sharin, Ambassado1 


June 28 


IAS Dixieland Jazz Makes Comeback 
f 


+ New Orleans, June 28 


Dixieland jazz is staging a power- 
ful comeback in this city, where it 
was given birth. During the past 
few months it has blossomed into 
surprising proportions. 

For entirely too long, strip- 
teasers, hillbillles and conventional 
cocktail combinations were all vou 
could find in the night spots, par- 
ticularly in the French Quarter. 
Visitors would hit town and ask 
where they could hear New Orleans 
jaz It was often embarrassing to 
admit that none was being played 


to these big budgeters are the. eer inate Wasserman, president of the Music prexy, and Antonio Ghiringhelli, That situation was remedied rap- 
usual complement of program oat- jukeboxes. Corp. of America; and a top official La Scala general manager. id] 





ers turned out by Columbia, Re- aia ae like Frank M. Folsom, prez of Ra- Ambassador is also continuing About a year ago the New Or- 
public and Monogram to clog ex- " ‘ dio Corp. of America, agree with shooting of its Vienna Philha leans Jazz Club presented a few 
hibition channels with a surfeit the veteran stars. monic films at the Salzburg fes- concerts. Then a group called the 
of same-type pix. As a result, both ar em | Cries Even from the Holiywood end, | tival. Dixieland Jamboree timidly began 
filmgoers and exhibs are complain- long jittery about video's “opposi- Sai caneas tic jazz concerts in the Parisian Room, 
ing about a lack of variety. tion,” the attitude now is much and before long caught on like a 


Current crop of westerners were 
planted early last year when the 
major companies, beset by slipping 


Tune Swan Song: 


more passive. “The more I see of 
television during my recent trips 
east,” says one Hollywood execu- 


Chi RR. Fair 


prairie fire, winning lots of atten- 
tion in the national press. Sharkey 
Bonano took up his trumpet and 


revenues, began accenting pix with | 6 tive, “the less do I think the pic- started playing Dixieland in Iivp 
surefire earning potential. It’s long ture business has to worry about Guinle’s Famous Door, and then 
\ been a production maxim that, 0 ay usiness its serious inroads. Instead of keep- C@S Car branched out into Sunday. after- 
when in doubt, go that-a-wav. The ing em home I’m frankly wonder- noon concerts at Municipal audi- 


majors have been caught short in 


ing why some of these video pro- 


torium. 


arle ig ife 1s ¢ ves ‘ N stimea lata ‘ . artme 
| recent moaths, however, by the m.. pigeon ie — grams don’t chase people out of Some time later, George Hartman 
simultaneous release of all the cection’s cafes which at one time the house.” . 0 0 row wd gp fellows —o the Jam- 
Companies of their outdoor fea- attracted fashionable elements and ‘I'm a merchandizer.” says Can- oa wae te Vieux 
tures. ] af nendere ene been pared ‘Fr: “I am sure that the only rea- ; Carre nitery, and more recently 
Major distrib execs are now wor- io As agp tti <i srati * im son Procter & Gamble, Lever Bros., Chicago, June 28. Phil Zito and his Dixieland combo 
er the ibility ine | ee > Perma Spereee Pabst Blue Ribbon Beer, Gillette,) Chi Railroad Fair which opened °Pened at El Morocco. 
ried over the possibility of going none in a position to support name 13” Oe ee ee eens ile, “Papa” C 
overboard witl cl f . ee” “oS ‘ Texaco or any other big business’ gatyrday (25) is larger 1 : Meanwhile, “Papa” Celestin, the 
1 a cycie of NON shows on a full-week basis. : ., saturday (25) is larger and more \onerable Negr . ; 
westerns of the same type. A flock ~ .4.,: k ie: cares about actors is because we're | lete tl ite Sie ee ieeneeis venerable egro trumpeter, who 
antis Conditions in that N.Y. sector are gooq salesmen of their product. CO™MPlete tan Its 1946 predecessor, has been playing jazz for 43 years, 


of filmusicals is currently begin- 
ning to flow to exhibs and once 
again they may hit theatres at 
about the same time. Companies, 
however, see no out from the pe- 
riodic plethora of same-type pix 
Since they can’t jointly plan their 
release slates. 


TV BETTING PARLORS 
AS BOOKIE WRECKERS 


Springfield, Ill., June 28. 








so bad that Small’s Paradise, the 
staple nitery in Harlem, is running 
shows only on weekends. It’s the 
first time in its 30-year history 
that it has been forced to do so. 
There are few clubs of any size 
that are running full weeks.  In- 
cluded in that category is the 
newly-opened Baby Grand, which 
has three acts and a band, but total 
entertainment budget is small in 
comparison to the big shows once 
customary in that sector. 
Operators feel that the bad pub- 
licity Harlem has received in the 


Hooper tells me that Cantor has 
the lowest rating I ever had in my 
radio career, but Harris Pearlstein, 
head man at Pabst, tells me they 
sold the most Blue Ribbon beer 
(Continued on page 2) 


Saratoga Bonifaces 
Far From Optimistic 
Despite OK on Casinos 


Saratoga, June 28. 


with a water ballet, ice show, 
rodeo, simultaneous film showings 
and extended exhibits to lure Chi- 
cagoans and out-of-towners. First 
Sunday of '49 fair (26), drew 20,000 
Officials are confident the 2,400.- 
000 attendance of 1948 will be 
passed this year, because of estab- 
lished publicity, additional attrac- 
tions and an extended closing date 
in October. 

A series of special days honor- 
ing 39 railroads, Safety Council 
awards, civic honors and industrial 
awards, have been incorporated 


was staging his own comeback. He 
played for a number of society 
functions, debutante parties and 
the like the past winter season, and 
recently opened with his band in 
Steve Valenti’s Paddock Club 
Celestin’s 72 years old, though it 
(Continued on page 55 


PINZA IN METRO REMAKE 
OF GUITRY’S ‘DEBURAU 


Hollywood, June 28. 


Destructi i i-billi , Pale? T 

\ ‘ on - ee . ; air’s special events > 

dollar illegs! of the multi billion past few years has been instrumen- Saratoga nitery operators aren't into the Fair's special events. The Dore Schary is back from a 
d gal horserace bookie in- tal in whittling the number of ofay sng forward to a banner sea- Equity pageant, “Wheels a-Roll- ¢,.. > week's vici 
ustry is seen if other states fol- | <% = | ne ee eS ~-. ing,” is presented daily at 2, 4,7 .°>. OMS week's visit to Broad- 





offerings, Be! aS aes , ti \ the 20th film, yet. : ule for the first annum Singer j 
summer senate te teokes Hilde. “You're My comin ’ which he Pessimism among_ operators During that period he has turned will get about $75,000 a pie. : 
Sarde asa one-wman show for authored but didn't produce. stems from the fact that luxury out a total ol 320 records, or an Pinza is expected to work mostly ’ 

the week of July "25, Ch: teuse Sir Harr: Lauder played several resorts and nitery business has average of 16 sides per yeal His in straight dramatic roles since it : 

Will be accompanied by eget seanens. ot “ arewell” tours anda lropped considerably This was first “That Silver Haired Daddy of big musicals aren't being spotted i ; 
directed by Salvat “e Gioe hoa late Ernestine Schuman-Heink borne out during the past Florida Mine,” has piled up a sale of more in his direction. He also has ; 

ys atore Gioe. the late Ernestin | 
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we 


visitors that used to drop plenty 


son this year. Although the gaming 





way. primarily to catch Ezio Pinza 


low the Illinoi i 

: Inois . »gal- : P ' bean : ‘iraworke . at: , ; 

ized TV for ti pattern of legal-| Qoin in Harlem's cafes. Although ;ooms are expected to operate 4nd 9 p.m. Fireworks from a tank |, action before signing the “South 
or theatre-like betting SS ee ave hee inimized  ...; :; on cael 11. fearoq Carrier in Lake Michigan, close the p...:4,.» . 

Parlors, with their video screening | USenss have been minimized without interference. it’s feared er hguetinedggoress F Pacific” easter. She other mis 

of races, and with — + ekaggene there, the after-effects linger OM. — that track attendance as well as alr every evening. sion was to huddle with Loew’s 

show windows a ees ee Another factor of waning biz 1S e¢afegoing will follow downward prexy Nick Schenck on budgets 


_ Bill authorizing pari-mutuel bet- 
teen In such parlors has passed 
a Tllinois House of Representa- 
Ives by 93 to 3 vote. A commis- 
Sion has been set up to bring in a 
on on the plan by 1951, when 
€ next legislature may act to 
a the bill, sponsored by Rep 
dward McCabe (D., Chicago). 





Hildy’s Chapeau (Strawhat) 


Setting a new style in strawhat 


tyriidegarde will follow with a 
week run at the Arrowhead, 
Tatoga Springs, N. Y. 


the inability of Harlem spots to 

find a Negro name that would at- 

tract Broadway spenders Some 
(Continued on page 55) 


Jessel’s 1st ‘Farewell’ 
Chicago, June 28 
George Jessel will start a series 
of “farewell” appearances when 
the film producer-comedian plays 
the Oriental theatre, Chicago, Aug 
4. His vaude stand will be in 


similarly made a career out ol 
“farewell” appearances. 


them said positively. 


None oi 


trend of other expensive resorts. 

Speculation that the season this 
vear may not be too rosy has 
prompted nitery operators to mark 
time on opening plans. Only cafe 
to do any talent buying su far is 
the Piping Rock, which is negotiat- 
ing for Hildegarde for its opening 
show and has signed Joe E. Lewis 
and Connee Boswell for its Aug. 15 
display. (They worked the spot to- 
gether last year Arrowhead and 
Delmonico’s haven't set any talent 


1en the track handle and 
expecta 


season W 
nite? biz was tar below 
tions. 


Autry Waxes for Kids 
In 21st Year With Col. 
June 28 


Gene Autry. beginning his 2lst 
year with Columbia Records, has 
finally assented to plattery execs 
and will wax a batch of disks for 
kids. Hecky Krasno, head of the tot 
department. comes in this week~to 
supervise the sessions. Autry’s 20 
years with Columbia is longest of 
any of the disk works’ talent 


Hollywood 


than 5,000,000 and is still reissued 
each year. He cut this one in Ney 
York June 16, 1929. 


Pinza is committed to the Rodg 
ers & Hammerstein smash musical 
tor another year but then comes to 
Culver City for a remake of an old 
Sacha Guitry play, “Deburau,” 
which David Belasco produced in 
1920 with Lionel Atwill in the title 
role Granville Barker did the 
American adaptation 

5-Year Deal 

Ezio Pinza’s deal with Metro is 

for five years with two on sched- 


the right to do an outside pie- 
ture along with concert and radio 
appearances. Paul Small agented. 
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WPIX Lost on That 
Of Korda Pix; 


Sale of feature pix for 
TV stations has generally 
more profitable for the owners of 
the films than for the distributors. 
Some of the latter outfits, which 
paid relatively fancy coin to obtain 
video distribution rights, have 
found they’ve been nicked pretty 
hard. Prime example is probably 
WPIX, the N. Y. Daily News 
tion, which will wind up its 
deal with Sir Alexander Korda to- 
(30) with a loss of around 


use on 
proved 


Sla- 
year 


morrow 
$40,000. 
Although the Korda _ product 
was undoubtedly the best package 
of pix being offered stations, WPIX 
found, as has NBC and others syn- 
dicating films, that the prices they 
paid negative-owners were too high 
for the number of stations avail- 
able and the fees they were willing 
to pay. WPIX averaged about 
$3.000 from each station that 
played the 24 Korda films. 
Experience is changing the pat- 
tern of film buying for distribution. 
Except for very strong product, 
owners may expect nothing better 
than guarantees against percentage 
rather than high-priced outright 
buys. Furthermore, the deals will 
be for long periods. WPIX figures 


it might have made out all right 
if it had the Korda films for two 
years instead of one, even if the 


-price had been considerably higher. 

N. Y. News station handed Korda 
$130,000 for the year’s rights to the 
24 films. It sold them to about 30 
stations — which included every 
possible situation—for a total of 
about $90,000. The $40,000 differ- 
ential is by no means figured a 
total loss, however, by program di- 
rector James Pollak, who super- 
vises the film department. For one 
thing WPIX got the use of the 
product itself for free and, second- 
lv, being able to offer them for 
sale to other stations coincident 
with WPIX’s own inaugural June 
15, 1948, was figured a big prestige 
item 

Loss Leaders for Frestige 

Prestige will be a secondary con 
sideration to the moneymaking po- 
tential in the second package of 
films that WPIX has assembled for 
syndication and that are now being 
offered to stations. This is a group 
of 13. Only two of these—filmiza- 
tions by Gabrial Pascai of George 
Bernard Shaw’s “Major Barbara” 
and “Pygmalion” — were bought 
outright. Pollak knows that on a 
pro rata basis he’d be losing coin 
on the amount he was forced to 
give for these, but figures that 
they are valuable as loss leaders 
in selling the package. 

Another top film on the list is 
David O. Selznick’s “A Star Is 
Born,” which, however, is on a per- 
centage deal. All the films are in 
the hands of WPIX for distribu- 
tion for two years. 

Flock of the pix are British. 
That’s because English producers, 
whose films have had little market 
in the U. S., are willing to sell 
here, while the American majors 
generally are not. There is also 
an injunction by the American 
Federation of Musicians against 
use of music soundtracked on U. S. 
films after 1941. 

Aside from “Star” (Fredric 
March, Janet Gaynor, Adolphe 
Menjou) and the Shaw pix, films 
in WPIX’s second package are 
“The Young in Heart” (Paulette 
Goddard, Douglas Fairbanks, Jr.; 


$139,000 Package 


” 


“Jamaica Inn 
Maureen 
(Vivien 


Janet Gaynor), 
‘Charles Laughton, 
O’Hara), “Dark Journey” 


Leigh), “Under the Red Robe” 
‘Anabella, Raymond Massey), 
“The Beachcomber” (Laughton, 


Elsa Manchester), ‘Dinner at the 


Ritz’ (David Niven, Anabella), | 
‘Sidewalks of London” (Laugh- 
ton, Vivien Leigh, Rex Harrison), 
“Wings of the Morning” (Henry 
Fonda, Anabella), “South Riding” 
Ralph Richardgon, Ann _ Todd) 
and “Thunder in the City” (Ed- 
ward G. Robinson). 





Burnside Gifts ‘Variety’ 
With Old Bound Files 


Producer R. H. Burnside, long- 
time impresario at the old Hippo- 
drome, N. Y., and co-producer with 
the late Charles Dillingham, has 
presented VARIETY with his collec- 
tion of back issues of this publica- 
tion. Burnside’s gift will replace 
many issues in the bound volumes 
which have been showing signs of 
wear because of many years’ re- 


Keys Revised TV Terms J 


| 


search by show business people and 


writers. 

Burnside, who has lived at the 
I.ambs Club, N. Y., since the death 
of his wife some years ago, is dis- 
posing of effects in his New Jersey 
home. He has donated his collec- 
tion of theatrical books to the N. Y. 
Public Library. 


15 Years Ago 


German show biz had become 
completely Hitlerized. As a result 
there was not a strong star left in 
German films. 








Max Gordon was in a deal 

with the Rockefellers and 
RKO for use of the Center 
theatre in Rockefeller Center 
to house Gordon’s newest pro- 
duction, “Waltzes from Vien- 
na.” Rockefellers reported 
sinking up to 250G for Gor- 
don’'s use. 
Where were the mobs? That’s 
what Broadway showmen wanted 
to know, in answer to the lag in 
Main Stem biz. The visitors had 
come, but weren’t spending on the- 
atres. 


Dorothy Parker and-Alan Camp- 
bell wed. It was the second ma- 
rital trek for the authoress-wit. 


25 Years Ago 


Featured actors in Holly- 


wood films learned that the 
producers had banded _ to- 
gether to deny any more 
raises, 


“Abie’s Irish Rose” had five com- 
panies, all continuing through the 


SUMLINeT. 





GEORGIA GIBBS’ 1-NITERS 

Georgia Gibbs, currently vaca- 
tioning in Europe, will play a one- 
nighter July 15 at the Monte Carlo 
Sporting Club, Monte Carlo, in a 
show to star Maurice Chevalier. 


She played one performance re- | 


cently at the Palladium, London, 
during Danny Kaye’s engagement 
there. 
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368th WEEK! 
3,752 Performances 
All-time long run recora in the 
iegitimate theatre. 


KEN MURRAY’S | 
“BLACKOUTS OF 1949” 
El Capitan Theatre, Hollywood, Cal. 
And now in world-wide release 
“BILL AND COO” 


Ken Murray’s 
Academy Award Film 








See Cristoffel Victory 
In Perjury Dismissal As 


Aid to ‘Unfriendly 10’ 


Washington, June 28. 

A Supreme Court decision yes- 
terday (27) may have opened the 
door to freedom for Hollywood's 
“Unfriendly 10,” or most of them, 
charged with contempt of Congress 
for refusal to tell the House Un- 
American Activities Committee 
whether they were Communists. By 
a hairline 5-4 decision, the High 





Court threw out the perjury con- 


viction of Harold R. Cristoffel, for- 
mer Milwaukee labor leader. Cris- 
erjury on 
the ground of falsely telling a 
House labor committee that he had 
never been a Communist and never 
had Communist connections. 

Majority of the court ruled that 
in a case of this sort it was neces- 
sary for a quorum of the committee 
to be present. Defense attorneys 
fought the case on the ground that 
a quorum was not in attendance 
when Cristoffel testified. 

Two of the “Unfriendly 10”’— 
John Howard Lawson and Dalton 
Trumbo—went on trial. They were 
convicted, and their convictions re- 
cently were upheld by the D. C. 
Court of Appeals. The other eight 
—Albert Maltz, Alvah Bessie, Sam- 
uel Ornitz. Herbert J. Biberman, 
Edward Dmytryk, Adrian Scott, 
Ring Lardner, Jr., and Lester Cole 
—have agreed to be bound by the 
verdict. 

Among the defense contentions 
of Lawson and Trumbo was the 
claim that there was no contempt 


|}involved in their refusal to testify, 


| since a quorum of the House Un- 


| American 


Activities Committee 
was not present. It is a fact that 
this was a sub-committee investi- 
gation. A quorum of the full com- 
mittee did not attend during the 
testimony of most—if not all— of 
the “Unfriendly 10.” 

One qualified Capitol Hill 
spokesman said this afternoon that 
if the Supreme Court rules as it 
did about perjury, it would prob- 
ably rule the same way on the sub- 
ject of contempt of Congress. 





Vagabonding with Vandy | 


— —By Cornelius Vanderbilt, Jr.—— 


Cannes, France. 

Jimmy Roosevelt who will land 
in New York on July 14 will an- 
nounce his candidacy as Demo- 
cratic candidate for the guberna- 
torial seat in California next year, 
and at the same time will swing 
hard on ERP management in 
Europe. Jimmy thinks, he told us 
at dinner at the Carlton here, that 
a gigantic public relations cam- 
paign to sell ERP to the people of 
western Europe must be under- 
taken at once. or most of the bene- 
fits achieved via the Marshall Plan 
will be lost. He also feels the 
Voice of America should be shaved 
to the bone or its hours of trans- 
mission changed, for most Euro- 
peans in front of or behind the 
Iron Curtain are asleep while a 
great portion of its programs are 
in progress. The Jimmy Roose- 
velts spent a week here seeing the 
sights, visiting Grasse and the per- 
fume-factories and in generally 
relaxing and having a good time. 
They left by plane for Lisbon, via 
Paris. They were going to Lisbon 
to buy English Bone China, which 
is sold there very cheap, as Jimmy 

(Continued on page 55) 














~ Show Biz Cools Off On 


Continued from page 1 








while I was working for them, and 
they wanted to renew me, except- 
ing that my health doesn’t permit 
and my showmanship judgment 
tells me that television is too soon 
for top stars like Allen, Benny, Jol- 
son, Cantor or anybody you want 
to mention. 
What About Those AM Millions? 
“For certain things, automotive 
especially, I think it’s just terrific. 
Milton Berle proves that. But I 
tell anybody and everybody, like 
I told Niles Trammell this week, 
what’s the sense of any sponsor 


TV Not NG for B.O. 


Minneapolis, June 28. 

Exhibs who are currently 
afflicted with ‘“‘video jitters” 
are being advised not to worry 
too much by North Central Al- 
lied execs. According to Al- 
lied’s bulletin. folks will still 
be going to the theatre despite 
video, just as they go to bars 
and restaurants despite pack- 
age liquor stores and grocery 
stores for home cooking. 

“Eventually,” the bulletin 
predicts, ‘‘television will take 
its place as just another thing 
to do at home, along with lis- 
tening to the radio. reading 
the papers, magazines and 
books-of-the-month, puttering 
around, making love, and what 
have you.” 








passing up 10 to 20 million people 
circulation and asking me to go on 
their shows, which reach only a 
tenth of that audience. It doesn’t 
make sense to me and I won't be 
party to it. Radio has buried the 
corpse before it’s dead. There's 
plenty of life in the old radio girl 
yet. In four or five years, yes, but 
not just yet.’’ P.S.—Niles Trammell 
has okayed Cantor’s TV debut in 
the fall of 1950, for NBC, details 
elsewhere in this issue. 

RCA prexy Folsom puts it this 
way: “It’s typical of Americans that 
we never do anything halfway. We 
get all hopped up and _ overen- 
thused. And that’s good, of course. 
Let me cite this: When I was Navy 
Procurement officer during the 
war, and Winston Churchill asked 
President Roosevelt for 150,000 
planes, Donald Nelson observed 
that 50,000 planes would be a won- 
der of the world. Well, by the sec- 
ond year we delivered 95,000 
planes. It’s typical of Americans 
to pitch in 200°, and enthuse. So 
with television. By underestimat- 
ing the value of sound broadcasting 
you overemphasize television. 
Same with some of the local grip- 
ing we hear nowadays in the plush 
bistros and restaurants about busi- 
ness; well, in actuality it’s not so 
dire, so, perhaps, we have let our- 
selves get overboard on television, 
but there is no question that the 
Cantors are very right about radio 
still being a potent baby.” 

As Jolson Sees It 

Jolson is completely impatient 
with “a bunch of amateurs knock- 
ing themselves out, all trying to do 
road company Berl<s, and all look- 
ing, acting and sounding the same. 
Or cigarets that make like the Til- 
ler Girls—is that a show business? 
Radio’s good for five years and 
maybe forever, and rightfully so. 
Television doesn’t permit the 
American public to relax. Your 
eyes see a lot of things your mind 
doesn’t even care about! At least. 


| with radio you can sit back, read, 


play gin, lie down, or take it easy. 
It’s a definite contribution to the 
American way of life. Even the 
fact you don’t see the actors give 
radio a plus value, firstly in sus- 
pense and secondly you're rooting 
for Fibber, or the hapless Henry 
Aldrich, or you're imagining Al- 
len’s alley, Benny’s vault, Crosby's 
horses, etc. Sports on television— 
yes, because that’s competitive, 
and nobody knows the outcome.” 
Talent tycoon Wasserman is 
coming to the point, in his way of 
thinking, that television and radio 
are perhaps two completely differ- 
ent businesses. One may prove to 
be separate and distinct from the 


other. Maybe video is not the 
blending of all the arts —stage, 
screen and radio—into this lone 


|TV medium as has been popularly 


accepted, he observes. 

From a_merchandising view- 
point, it follows, according to Was- 
serman’s revised belief, that cer- 
tain commodities are ideal for tele- 
vision period. Automobiles, for 
example. But furniture is for 
newspapers; nostrums for radio, 
for instance; certainly potables like 
beer, because of the tavern trade. 
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— also for video, and the 
Geographical Factor 

It's the considered Opinion 
therefore, of these, along with a 
good cross-section of pre-fal] S@a- 
son masterminding, that radio is 
still very much here. In fact in 
certain localities, San Francisco 
for example, television can never 
happen, according to RCA’ Fol- 
som, because of certain geographi- 
cal shortcomings. And _ that 
for plenty of prairie land in 
tween both coasts. 

As for the picture business. TV 
isn’t the big bogey so man\ Wor- 
ried about. The big headache to 
Hollywood is getting to be the 
basic one of good or bad pix. jf 
good, they’ll get the customers out 
of the house, regardless of Berle 
the weather, and the like. This 
business that “nobody goes out on 


£oes 
be« 


Tuesdays because of Berle” has 
seen plenty of refutation in night 
baseball still drawing them into 


the tens of thousands. The huck- 
sters and fringe-show biz diners at 
“21” who crowd around the Ty 
set in the lobby of that plush bean- 
ery, having their cocktails throuch- 
out that 8-9 p. m. segment, and not 
sitting down until 9 p. m. for din- 
ner, is only a variation on the 
theme. Most of them are fashion- 
ably later diners in the first place: 
secondly, being admen or of show 
biz, their interest in Berle’s Tues- 
day night antics is naturally hyper- 
academic. 

Added to everything else, the 
poor job television has been doing 
on baseball has been chasing fans 
back to AM. The camera work is 
an aggravation to a baseball fan, 
and an average of 10 plays are 
muffed per game through the poor 
lensing. TV in general has been 
doing a mediocre job on sports, 
and with sports still the backbone of 
television that’s no small factor. 
Coupled with the generally poor 
shows, and getting worse with the 
summer replacements, it’s little 
wonder video set sales are going 
begging, with extraordinary inven- 
tories piled up. 

Benny Also May Stall 
His TV Series a Year 

Jack Benny, on the assumption 
that radio will continue to be more 
important than television for at 
least another year, may decide to 
postpone his plans for a regularly- 
scheduled television show in the 
fall. Other considerations pointing 
towards a delay for his entry into 
TV, Benny said, are the possibility 
of combined radio-tele work dis- 
sipating his audience appeal and 
the already -recognized factor of 
poor kinescope recording quality. 

“It wouldn’t make much differ- 
ence to me whether I got in steady 
in television next season or not,” 
Benny. said, “particularly if radio 
is still the more important of the 
two next year—and people tell me 
it will be.’”’ In New York to discuss 
his future plans with CBS board 
chairman William S. Paley and ex- 
ecs of American Tobacco and the 
Batten, Barton, Durstine & Os- 
born ad agency, Benny said he 
may make no decision regarding 
his TV schedule until only a couple 
of weeks before the season opens. 

Situation would be entirely dif- 
ferent if it were now possible to 
transmit live shows across the 
country, he indicated, but with the 
quality of kine prints yet to reach 
an acceptable stage, he is biding 
his time. Comedian said he may 
decide as an alternative to do 
seven or eight TV shows during the 
season. On such a short schedule, 
he said, it would be possible for 
him to fly to N. Y. for the video 
programs, taping his radio show in 
advance if necessary. 

If the TV show goes through, 
Benny plans to make it halt-variety 
and half incorporation of the chat- 
acter he has established in radio. 
“That’s the way I worked the 
KTTV (CBS outlet in Los Angeles! 
inaugural program last spring and 
I think it’s the right idea.’ he said. 
He recognizes that a too exact de- 
piction of his penurious antics on 
tele might interfere with the men- 
tal images built up by his radio 
audience and, as a result, plans to 
take “musical comedy _iicenses 
with the show. His money vault, 
for example, would be only a SUs- 
gestion on the screen. worked out 
via silhouette, so the audience 
could continue to use its imagima- 
tion. Tele show would thus incor- 
porate members of his radio cast, 
such as Mary Livingstone. Roches- 
ter, et al., but they might not all be 
used on the same program. 
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0 O'Donnel Slaps Bidding as ‘Criminal’: 
Tt Does Not Truly Evaluate Films’ 


Robert O’Donnell, partner 
the giant Bredanreo circuit (Para- 
mount affiliate) brands the current 
competitive selling of product by 
distribs as “criminal.” O'Donnell, 
» has combed the country more 


poo than not as ambassador of 
show biz, objects to the method 
strenuously because too often he 
has seen competitive selling as 
having “no real relationship to the 


value of product.” To his way of 
thinking. too many theatre ops 
overbid for film, paying more than 
thes can afford. 

“LT would be willing to work out 
any other system for buying films 
because no other could be as bad,’ 
said O'Donnell. “I would even go 
for a system for dividing product 
among competitors rather than use 
kidding.’ 

O'Donnell is pretty well pleased 
with the way the industry has over- 
come obstacles. His one personal 
gripe is against the Society of In- 
dependent Motion Picture Pro- 
ducers and Governor Ellis Arnall 
its present chief. He objects to 
Arnall’s statements and the present 


SIMPP suit in Detroit against 
United Detroit theatres. “They 


have no real complaint,” O’Donnel| 
asserted. “Most of their members 
(Continued on page 7) 


At Least 6 Indies 
To Be Prod. in N.Y. 


Eastern production is due for 
considerable acceleration next sea- 
son, at least six independent film 
projects are slated to be made in 
New York. according to present 
plans of their sponsors. These in- 
dividual pictures, whose budgets 
range up as high as $500,000, are 
in addition to the location shooting 
carried on sporadically in Gotham 
by most of the major studios. 

Topping the list is a proposed 
film version to “At War With the 
Army.” Acquiring the celluloid 
rights to the piece last week from 
its producers, Fred F. Finklehofte 
expects to turn out the picture 
within the metropolitan area. He 
paid a reported $50,000 for the 
James B. Allardice comedy and is 
handling the screenplay himself. 

Budgeted at $500,000 is the pic 
version of Emmet Lavery’s play. 

“The Magnificent Yankee,” 





direct independently in the east. 

Based upon the careers of Justices 

Oliver Wendell Holmes and Louis 
(Continued on page 16) 





Darryl Zanuck Meeting 
Skouras in Europe On 
Production Survey 


Darryl! F. Zanuck’'s trip to 
Europe this week will be a com- 
bined business and pleasure junket. 
Twentieth-Fox production veepee, 
= flies to Europe, Friday (1), 
oe survey production activi- 
ies road with a view to utilizing 
yp of the frozen money held by 
mest aan” overseas. He will 
a Oth prez Spyros P. Skouras. 
ow in Europe on a similar ven- 
ture. 

a abroad, Zanuck will also 
over several 20th films now 
shooting or slated to go before the 
Cameras shortly. “Black Rose 
Tyrone Power starrer, is now in 
Work in North Africa. Slated fo! 


te early start in Berlin is “Quar- 
ride City, Story of the airlilt 
lich George Seaton will direct 


and William Perlberg produce 
Richard Widmark and Gene Tie: 
ney go to London soon to work in 
“Night and the City.” to be pro- 
duced by Sam Engel and directed 
by Jules Dassin. 
—e Moskowitz, 20th’s eastern 
7: 10 representative, will follow 
somes to Europe next week. 
;. uck flies in from the Coast to- 
4yv (Wed.) and will huddle with 


the press at the 21 Club, N. Y., to- 
Morrow, 


which | 
Shepard Traube will produce and 





in + . 


No Par-Interstate 
Dickers Till Next Yr. 
No real negotiations for break- 
up of the Paramount-Interstate 
partnership will take place until 
early next year, Robert J. O’Don- 
nell, circuit topper, said yesterday 
(Tuesday). Karl Hoblitzelle, O’Don- 
nell’s partner. is currently in Bos- 
ton where he will remain until 
Septembe: When he returns to 
Dallas, preparation for dickering 
will start. 
Whether Interstate will offer to 
buy Par’s interest O'Donnell 
wouldn't sas “Of course, we want 
to stay in the business,” he added 
Under the terms of the partnership, 
Interstate may meet any offer for 
Par interest made wy an outsider, 


DOS Woos Indie 
Prods. Into SRO 


Via Talent Loans 


4 few top indie producers are 
being offered partnerships in the 
Selznick Keleasing Organization 
and other attractive deals. includ- 
ing loanouts of Selznick plavers, if 
they will distribute their product 
through SRO, it has been learned 
Talks are taking place on the Coast 
between the indies and Daniel T 
O’Shea. prez of Selznick’s Van- 
guard Productions and top operat- 
ing head of the Selznick enter- 
prises now that DOS is in Europe 

O'Shea’s aim is to come to terms 
with a sufficient number of pro- 
ducers to give SRO six or eight top 
films a year and thus keep it in 
business According to SRO execs 
in New York. that number of pix 
would be enough to provide for a 
highly efficient operation that 
could get top income for producers 
at the lowest possible distributing 
cost. O'Shea is not interested in 
single-picture or even simple multi- 
ple-picture deals. He'll take in 

(Continued on page 18) 


CANADA LEE HAS OWN 
IDEA FOR NEGRO FILM 


Fifth film treatment of the anti- 
Negro issue may be soon birthed 
to add its weight to the four al- 
ready in release or being grooved 
to the theatres in the near future. 
Canada Lee, 
actor. has turned over to scripter 
Arnold Perl the idea for a pic on 
anti-Negro stereotyping. and the 
latter is currently working on the 
screenplas 

Lee believes he can snare ba 
ing for production of the film in 
New York, and hold down the cost 
of the film to an estimated $200.- 
000 or so. He would play the lead 
role himself, that of a Negro de- 
tective who uses stereotype white 
concepts of the Negro to break a 
case. 

Four pix already completed on 
the subject are Stanley Kramers 
“Home of the Brave” (UA) Louis 
de Rochemont’s “Lost Boundaries’ 





(Film Classics). and preeming at 
the Astol tN, ( tomorrow 
(Thurs.): 20th-Fox’s “Pinky” and 
Metro's “Intruder in the Dust,” 


Girl Patron Mystericusly 
Shot in Hartford Theatre 


Hartford. June 28 


result of the mysters 
17-year-old girl in 
house has 


As the 
shooting ol a 
the Loew's Poli theatre 


enmeshed as the focal 


become 
point of whodunit all its ow: 
week (21). Ruth Steele of this city 
was mvsteriously shot in the shoul- 
der a few minutes before the last 
picture broke at the house 
The girl sat alone in the sparse! 

filled theatre when a slug hit a 
shoulder. To date there has been 
no one who heard the report ol the 
gun ox saw the shooting. 


3. Last 


| Scharyv also 


Negro legit and film! 


,and “Calamity Jane” 


CIRCUITS W 
IN 


Greatest fear currently harrying 
the big circuit operators is the pos 
Sibility of an outbreak of a price 
war. Any concerted move on the 
part of exhibs, big or small 
admission scales is unanimously) 
dubbed “suicide to the industry” 
by a number of chain ops queried 
by VaRIETy within the past couple 
of weeks. At the same time. these 
exhibs are frank to say thev will 
meet admission-lopping by com- 
petitors with reprisals along the 
same lines. 

A checkup indicates that there 
have been no big-scale slashing ot 
price tags to date despite the pres- 
sure exerted bv flagging  hot- 
weather Some fringe 
cutting by the chains is in evidence 
and there have been individual in- 
stances of small and large houses 
lowering scales. In all cases, so 
far, that action has been excused 
as bringing out-of-line prices into 
proportion with competition o1 
nabe requirements 

Fringe-cutting, for instance, is 
conceded by Walter Reade, Jr.. for 
the Reade chain which blankets 
New Jersey In the Reade case, 
certain morning and matinee prices 
have been whittled in an attempt 
to lure that lageard davlizht trade 

(Continued on page 18) 


L. B. Mayer in NY. 
On Film Budgets 


Louis B. Maver. Metro’s studio 
chief. heads tor New York next 
week for a series of homeoffice con 
fabs with Nicholas M. Schenck 
company prez Maver plans to 
remain east two weeks before re- 
turning to the Culver City lot. He 
will be accompanied by his wife 

Understood one of the top 
questions which Maver will chew 
over with Schenck is the overall 
production budget for the year 
His talks with the Metro. prez 
follow those of Dore’ Schary, 
veepee in charge of production, 
who returned to the Coast Satur- 
day (25) after one week of meets 
discussed the same 


2 | 











to cut 


grosses 


question. 
Poser is presented because 
Metro is planning to gear its vol- 
ume of output to close to 40 films 
this year and next. It represents 
a big hoist in total over past sea- 
sons. Biggies must decide whether 
the overall nut will also be pro- 
(Continued on page 20) 


PIX PRICE-CUTTING ‘SUICIDAL’ 








Joe Breen Asks Flacks 
To Help Curb Brutality 


Hollywood, June 28 


Film flacks were told by Joe 
Breen, chief of the Production 
Code, to put the soft pedal on un- 


necessary brutality in torthcoming 
pictures 

As a result of numerous com- 
plaints, Breen urged the publicity 
men to read scripts and to warn 
producers and directors against the 
growing trend toward rough stuff 
on the screen, 


Sears Hedges 0n 
Chaplin-Pickford 
Supplying Own $ 


Grad Sears, president of United 
Artists, refused to confirm or deny 
in New York vesterday (Tuesday 
reports that UA owners Mary Pick 
ford and Charles Chaplin had 
agreed to furnish between $350,000 
and $500,000 apiece for financing 
of indie producers and operation 
of the company All that Sears 
would say regarding a five-hour 
session he held with the two own 
ers in Hollywood last week was 

“They agreed that they would 
not allow the company to go bank 
rupt and that they wouldn't let 
anyone take the company away 
from them. You ¢an draw any con 
clusions you please from that.’ 

Sears’ mood was considerably 
more optimistic than it has been 
in the recent past regarding the 
difficulties facing the company. If 

(Continued on page 46) 


GINSBERG REMAINING 
IN NEW YORK FOR 2 WKS. 


Henry Ginsberg, Paramount's 
v.p. heading production, remains in 
New York for two weeks before re- 
turning to the Coast. One of the 
reasons for the trip is to see his 
wife off since she is planing to 
Europe. Paramount topper and his 
wife arrived yesterday (Tues... 

While in N. Y., Ginsberg will 
huddle with Barney Balaban, com- 
pany prexy. and other execs on 


budgets and stories tor forthcom- 


ing product 


National Boxolfice Survey 


Trade Up Despite Heat—Hope, ‘Neptune,’ 


‘Barkleys,’ ‘Edward,’ 


“Sorrowful Jones” (Par) is win- 
ner by several lengths in the na- 
tional boxoffice derby this week, 
with around $260,000 in key Cities 
covered by VARIETY Bob Hope 
racetrack opus is doing okay to 
terrific trade in some eight cities 
Picture is pacemaker in three keys 
and in one of these is doing the 
strongest trade in months for the 
house playing. Showing is being 
registered despite hot weather 
headache which has proved an- 
noying to exhibs much earlier than 
usual this veal 

Despite torrid heat in many lo- 
calities, a firmer biz tone Is notice- 
able in numerous situations. 
Stronger fare is credited for this 
‘Neptune’s Daughter (M-G) is a 


smooth second place winner Cul 
rentl\ while “Happens Every 
Spring (20th) is taking third 
mones 

“Barklevs of Broadwa\ M-G 


again is near the top winding 
up fourth while “Edward, My Son 
M-G:) is in fitth slot Stratton 
Story M-G) continues in highet 
strata. finishing with sixth 
Seventh position is being copped 
by “Home of Brave” (UA). Best 
runner-up films are “Lust For 
Gold” (Col), “Lady Gambles” (U) 
(U). 


moneys 


-+ Pages. 8-9.) 


‘Spring,’ 
‘Stratton’ the Big Six 


“Look for Silver Lining’ (WB), 
on basis of its sock showing preem 
week at N. Y. Music Hall, shapes 
as potentially bigger newcomer. 
“The Fountainhead” 
just out this stanza, is in for good 
session in L. A. and okay in Frisco. 

“Red Menace” (Rep), starting 
out on considerable scale this 
week, is nice in Seattle. fair in 
Frisco and okay in N. YY. This 
meller also teed off this round in 
Memphis and Atlanta with nice 
results. “One False Step” (U) is 
not doing much currently. 

Whole string of 
frame is being topped by “Gunga 
Lin’-“Lost Patrol” from RKO 
Combo is best bet in Cleveland 
Sturdy in Cincinnati, hot in Wash- 
ington and = okay in Chicago 
“Wizard of Oz’ (M-G) also is do 
ing well as is “Dumbo’-"Saludos 
Amigos” combo 

“Green Promise” (RKO) is in for 
nice round in N. Y. “The Fan” 
20th looms big in Omaha 
Johnny Allegro’ ‘Col: is mild this 
week 

“Quartet” (EL) continues to trim 
trade. “Set-Up” (RKO?) is fancy in 
Louisville. “The Window” (RKO), 
sturdy in Philly, looks fat in Pitt. 

(Complete Boxoffice Reports on 


reissues” this 


“*e- ‘_—-s 


(WB). also ! 


from Robert R 
dustries is now 
unless unforseen 


WARN Deal for Eddie Small to Take Over 
MISH WAR Control of Eagle Lion Now Looks Set 


Hollywood, June 28 
Edward 
Eagle 


Deal whereby 
ikes over control of 
ready fol 
hitches develo 


Small arrives in New York, July 


to make it official Serge 


Small 

Lion 
Young's Pathe In- 
inking 


pp 


‘, 


Seme- 


nenko, exec v.p. of the First Bank 


of Boston, and Robert W 


Pathe board chairman, who carrie 


Purcell 
~d 


i- 
Ww 


on the probably successful negot 
ations, are already back in Ne 
York 

Semenenko, whose bank is EL’s 


big financial prop, 
alking 
It is 


t 


expected that the 


magnate who controls Pathe wi 


approve and no 


further 


Will crop up. 


as finally 


Formula for 
worked out represents 


and Purcell are 
with Young now in N. Y. 
railroad 


hitches 


transfer of control 


a 


bevorsion to the original plan dis- 


( 


get 51° of Eagle 


lime being 


ussed by the parties 


Instead, 


Small will 
Lion stock whic 
ie will vote but not own for the 
he has an op- 


tion to acquire it by gradually pay- 


ing off the 
while, the 


Reps 4006 or 5006 


purchase price 
indie producer has ful 
(Continued on page 16) 


Mean 


l 


May Be Best Qtr. 


Best net 


months in the company’s histo 
will be reported to Republic 
board by prexy Herbert J. Yates 


New York tomorrow 
Is understood 
the second 

April 30, may be as high 
OOO or 


meeting of the directorate j 
(Thursday), 

Figure 
quarter 
as $400 


$500,000, depending o 


writeoffs and other deductions ac 


countants may 


writeoffs and 
will be 











| 
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£4 Sk me ee 


recommend 


If Yates takes a 


deductions, 
approximately 
(Continued on page 16) 
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JUSTICE DEPT.’S SCHINE DEAL OK’S BIG 
CIRCUITS IF ALL SITUATIONS ARE ‘OPEN’ 


Washington, June 28. 

The Government has placed its 
official stamp of approval on the 
“open town policy” by its terms of 
settlement of the Schine anti-trust 
suit. Getting set to bring actions 
against other big indie chains, the 
Dept. of Justice has deffned its 
latest view: that any big circuit can 
get a clean bill of health if it opens 
all closed situations and avoids 
exercizing an untoward buying 
power in booking product. 

The Schine settlement gives that 
circuit over 100 houses while re- 
quiring it to dispose of 40 theatres 
in 39 towns. In all these situa- 
tions. the big New York chain is 
required to unload so that competi- 
tion can be restored. Wherever 
houses owned by other exhibs ex- 


isted. however, Schine was _ per- 
mitted to retain his theatres. 
As added guarantee that com- 


petition can thrive, Schine is sub- 
jected to certain buying limita- 
tions. He is limited for three years 
to 60° of major company product 
in situations where there is first- 
run competition. He is also limited 
to 48 of the 80 highest price offer- 
ings of the majors. All of Schine’s 
bidding must be on a theatre-by- 
theatre basis. 

The “open town” policy was of- 
fered by 20th-Fox when it recently 
sought a settlement. Government 
lawyers indicate that the three ma- 
jors, 20th, Warner Bros. and Metro, 
cannot get in on a similar deal be- 
cause their situation is entirely dif- 
ferent since they are both distribs 
and exhibs. The principle would 
be applied, as in the case of RKO 
and Paramount, if divorcement 
were thrown in, it is said. 

Government legalities admit that 
many indie exhibs have squawked 
over the Par-RKO deals because 
they permitted the chains to re- 
main intact after opening closed 
towns. Government explains by 
saying: “We couldn’t take two 
bites at the same time, divorce- 
ment and breakups. If our open 
town policy doesn’t work, we can 
go into court again.” 

Explaining what looks like a 
lenient deal for Schine? it is noted 
that the D of J can enforce any 
claimed deviation by contempt pro- 


ceedings. Without a settlement, 
every new Government charge 
against the circuit would reopen 


the entire history of the case. It 
thus simplifies the Government’s 
enforcement problem. 

Because of this simplification. it 
is indicated that other indie cir- 
cuits will be able to win similar 
deals. Hence, it is expected that a 
drive will soon be launched by the 
Government to clear up every im- 
portant closed situation throughout 
the countrv. 

Specifically the 
these things: 

1. In order to open up to com- 
petition closed situations, requires 
Schine to sell about 40 theatres 
in 39 towns, within three years 
of entry of the judgment. At least 
one-third of these theatres must 
be sold in the first vear and a two- 
thirds by the end of the second 
year Wijh a few exceptions, all 
properties must go to those who 
will use them for theatre purposes. 
In the event some theatres can- 
not be sold ‘on reasonable terms,” 
Schine may ask court permission 
to “lease or sublease the same to 
a party not a defendant herein or 
owned or controlled or related to 


decree does 


or atfiliated with a defendant here- | 


in” 

2. The defendants are enjoined 
from combining open and closed 
towns in picture buving. 

3. Except for Amsterdam, N. Y.: 
Glens Falls, N. Y.; Salisbury, Md.: 
Buffalo and Syracuse, for a period 
of three vears, Schine is barred 
from licensing more than 60% of 
features released by the eight ma- 
jor distributors for first run (in 
Rochester, N. Y.. second run) ex- 
cept where competitors do not of- 
fer to buy the other films. And in 
towns where the defendants have 
two or more theatres and there is 


first-run competition, the ceiling 
limit shall be 6625° instead of 
60°. 


4. And with the exception of the 
above-named cities, Schine is also 
enjoined for three vears from li- 
censing first run more than 48 fea- 
ture films from among the 80 top 
pictures of the major distributors 
(the 10 in the top selling bracket 
of each of the fellowing — RKO, 
Paramount, Warners, 20th-Fox, 


i > glesagl 


Loew’s, United Artists, 

and Columbia), except where com- 

petitors fail to take the others. 
5. Schine is enjoined from 


at- 


tempting to control the admissions | 
prices charged by others by agree- | 
demands | 


ment with distributors, 
made upon distributors, or by any 
means whatsover.” 

6. Schine is eajoined from re- 
ceiving clearance over theatres not 
in substantial competition, or any 
clearance in excess of what is rea- 
sonably necessary. Independent 
competitors May demand and re- 
ceive a review of the reasonable- 

(Continued on page 16) 


Mono’s Deal to Back 
2 Pix for UA Release 


Brings Burrows East 
Burrows, exec v.p. and 
Monogram, returned 
to the Coast Monday (27) night 
after two weeks in New York in 
confabs with United Artists and 
Mono’s bankers. UA huddles were 
on the two films which Mono is 
financing for UA release under an 
unusual deal consummated some 
months ago. 

The films are “Red Light,” pro- 
duced by Roy Del Ruth with 
George Raft starring, and “Gun 
Crazy,” produced by the King Bros. 


George 
treasurer of 


with Peggy Cummins in the top 
role. Mono, after deciding to 


finance the productions, figured 
that with the relatively big budgets 
involved, UA would be in better 
position to get more money out of 
them than would Mono itself. 

Burrows said, before he left, that 
any further deals of this nature 
were highly unlikely. He called 
this one “a very unusual transac- 
tion.” 

“Red Light” print is in New 
York and was shown by Burrows to 
UA execs. “Gun Crazy” is now 
editing. They'll both be relefsed 
during the fall. Burrows discussed 
distribution and _ publicity-adver- 
tising plans. 

Mono exec, who was formerly a 
v.p. of the Guaranty Trust, N. Y., 
huddled with that outfit and Bank 
of Manhattan on the lines of credit 
they have made available to the 
company. Extensiogm of the credit 
agreements were made. 

Burrows also confabbed with 
Edwin Van Pelt, v.p. of the Chemi- 
cal Bank & Trust, on loans which 
that institution has made to indie 
producers operating under’ the 
Mono-Allied Artists banner. 


MONO CUTTING ITS NET 
LOSS TO 5006 THIS YEAR 


Monogram, which winds up its 
fiscal year tomorrow (30), is ex- 
pected to show a net loss of about 
$500,000 for the 12-month period. 
That's a considerable improvement 
over last year, when it had an op- 
erating debit of about $900,000. 

With exactly what loss Mono will 
end up the current year won't be 
determined until the books are 
closed and the accountants and the 
company’s execs decide what 
should be written off as unlikely 
to be realized on some of the Mono- 
Allied Artists pix. Company ended 
up its first 10 months, however, 
with a net loss of about $500,000 
and the final result is not expected 
to vary too much from that. 

An important factor last year was 
the “carryback” provision of the 
income tax laws, which permitted 
Mono to take tax credits during a 
losing year for income it paid when 
it was making a profit. That reduc- 
ed the net loss from about $900,000 
to $498,000. This carryback will 
be available to Mono only on a 
much reduced basis this year. 

Company execs and_ financial 





Universal # 


circles are looking for a large im- | 


provement in the 1949-50- fiscal 
stanza since there has been consid- 
erable change in Mono policy. It 
has given up making high-budgeted 
product in an effort to establish its 
subsidiary Allied Artists label on a 
level which will bring in higher 
terms. Films in recent months have 


al] been made at minimum budgets | 
so that amortizations won’t have to | 


absorb such pix as “It Happened 


on Fifth Avenue” (which lost heav- | 


ily), and “Babe Ruth 
‘which will about break even), 


Story” | 





Skouras’ Pro-Industry 
Pitch in Communique 


Twentieth-Fox prez Spyros P. 
Skouras last week conceded that 
the film industry “has genluses on 
its payroll” but said they take no 
part in business matters. In- 
augurating a new 
pany stockholders via a personal- 
ized brochure outlining the posi- 
tion of the industry and of 20th, 


Skouras declared the film indus- 
try “is as complex as any other 
major American business’ and 


more so than most” and thus “its 


business decisions are made _ by 
business men for business rea- 
sons.” 


Brochure, which included the 
company’s already-published first 
quarter earnings statement, repre- 


sented more of a pitch for the 
entire industry than for 20th. 
Skouras outlined the function of 


American films as goodwill envoys 
for the U. S. and their importance 
in the worldwide market. He said 
American producers welcome com- 
petition from foreign films because 
they “act as a stimulant to new 
patronage, not only in the Ameri- 
can market but throughout the 
world markets, and particularly 
where foreign films are being pro- 
duced.” 

He detailed the position of the 
local cinema as the hub of com- 
munity activity and the way the 
industry disciplines itself via the 
Production Code but “constantly 
fights for freedom of expression 
for all and against any form of 
censorship.” On the subject of 
television, Skouras reiterated his 
conviction that TV 
“can go forward only as part of 
the motion picture field,’ adding 
that the “great commercial suc- 
cess of television will come 
through the theatre, because all 
the theatres of the country some 
day will be equipped with large 
television screens.” 

Skouras is now halfway through 
an eight-week trip abroad, during 
which he will visit most of the 


development | 


| 
| 


Schine’s Unloading = 


PPA Vitis Sat 


Buffalo, June 29. 


Following is the list of properties the Schire circuit is required to 
unload within three years under the anti-trust consent decree judgment 
filed with the Federal court here Friday (25). Except where specified 


‘he properties must be 


| picture theatres. 


| 


To 20th’s Stockholders" 


service to com- |! 


countries in Europe and the Near | 


East. 


Col’s Selective Dating 
On ‘Jolson’ Sequel Pic 


Hollywood, June 28. 
Columbia’s releasing strategy 





for its big filmusical, ‘Jolson Sings 
designed to gain a maxi- | 


Again,” 
mum word-of-mouth for the opus 
before general release, is to play 
a Broadway showcase for a _ six- 


Tiffin 


sold to those who intend to 


use ther for 


NEW YORK 
Town Theatre 
BRO 6.0 kb cakes Fe re Jefferson 
ORORGMIGNIA 6608600400086 Lake 


A bank property, and the former State 
theatre property. (Not equipped or ay 
able for theatres now and may be sold for 


lapt- 


any perpose.) 


Corning State 
Cortland 
Geneva 


Temple 
Regent. 


fails to operate it 


Also Temple theatre. it 


Schine 
regularly 


during the 


major part of the year. 


Herkimer 


Little Falls 
Lockport Palace or 
DM ac ais oem aE as Rake Plaza 


Newark 


Richmond 
Hippodrome 


Rialto 


Crescent (may be sold for other than the 
atre use). 


r Oneonta 
Strand. Capitol, if not regularly operated 


during the major part of each vear. 


OT i re Pontiac 
OEEEER  g., vi 67k a Gnblay oe nial Palace o 
CPOE eos hic ae hb wee be BO 

ce A ere 


MRT yA. ga ie lale due 018 webs 
erty. 

Salamanca 

Seneca Falls 


pose). 


Watertown Palace 


OHIO 


Palace 
Strand 


Ashland 
Bellefontaine 
Bucyrus 
Delaware 
Kent 
Ravenna 


Star 


Andrews 
Seneca (need not be sold for theatre pur. 


Southern 


Kent 


Vacant lot (may be sold for any purpose) 
Madison or Monroe; and Riviera or 


Lib- 


Opera House 
Ohio ‘in lieu of disposing of one theatre 
each in 


and Ravenna, Schine may 


elect to sell two in either town.) 


Piqua 


Miami or Piqua. 


In addition, if the Bijou R 


is not.reopened within three months and 


operated during the 


major part of each 


vear, it must be sold but need not be sold 
to be used as a theatre. 


Van Wert 
Wooster 


Strand 


Opera House, or Wayne, or 


Wooster, at 


buyer’s option. 


Ritz or Tiffin 


ants no longer have any 


defend- 
interest in, or 


(unless the Schine 


control over, any theatre in Fostoria). 


Mt. Vernon 


Oe eee Pea Te Vine (unless Vernon or Memorial theatre 


should be sold). 


DREW cy vw ea exes Moose. (Need not be sold for theatre use.) 
KENTUCKY 

ae ae ee Kentucky 

ee ee ee re ere Kentucky or Strand and one other. but not 


the Ada Meade. 


Mavsville 
Paris 


Hollywood 
Bourbon 


MARYLAND 


Cambridge 
Easton 


Arcade or State 
Avalon or New Easton. ‘In lieu of selling 


either theatre in Cambridge, Schine may 
sell both in Easton). 


CMTOTIOIES i ssks civiccawss Liberty 
MEEEUD ihn db sa 6k ek wibam ‘(In accordance with the order of Judge 
Knight.) 


—_—— 





TOAers Set L. A. Plans 


Hollywood, June 28. | 
Ted Gamble, board chairman of | 
the Theatre Owners of America, | 


| Gael Sullivan, exec TOA director, 


month stretch without taking any . 


other bookings. Likely house is 
the Astor some time in August. 
Col would then book the film 
in a dozen or two key-city delux- 
ers, each for a shorter run of a 
month to six weeks. All prelim 


| 


| 


showings would be on a roadshow, | 


advanced price basis. 
General release at regular ad- 


mission scales is set to follow com- | 


pletion of the key-city bookings. 
Col is figuring it can get as high 


as 60% rental on “Jolson” once 
_the word-of-mouth is built: up 
enough. 


Harry Cohns Sailing 


wife, in 
Grants, sail tomorrow (30) on the 
Queen Elizabeth for 4-6 weeks on 
European business. 





N. Y. to Europe 
Mrs. Martin Beck 
Jerry Berns 
Warren Caro 
Harry Cohn 
A. J. Cronin 
Clifford C. Fisher 
Donald Flamm 
Mrs. Henry Ginsberg 
Arnold Grant 
Jed Harris 
Dr. Paul Koretz 
Bob Kriendler 
Richard Ney 
William S. Paley 
Anne Pinkus 
Samuel Schneider 
Artnur H. Schwartz 
Barbara Smith 
Richard Widmark 
Darryl F. Zanuck 


Col prexy Harry Cohn and his | 
company with Arnold 





and his aide, Stanley Prenosil, are 


slated to arrive here tomorrow 
(Thurs.). 
Trio will huddle with Charles 


P. Skouras, National Theatres 
chief, who is chairman of TOA’s 
convention committee, on plans for 
the gathering. It is slated for Los 
Angeles Sept. 28-30. 





nm. ¥. te L.A, 


Keith Andes 

Lemuel Ayers 

Benny Baker 

Jack Benny 

George Burrows 

Ken Englund 

Jimmy Fidler 

Anne Jeffreys 

Al Jolson 

Mrs. Jack Kapp 

B. D. Kranz 

Otto Kruger 

Harry Kurnitz 
Professor Lamberti 
William Norton 

Mr. & Mrs. Glen Osser 
Marc Platt | 
Dore Schary 
Milton Shubert 
Herbert T. Silberberg 
Louis Sobol 

Saint Subber 

Lana Turner 

Julie Wilson 


Europe to N. Y. 


Isobel Baillie 

John Paddy Carstairs 
Cora Goffin 

Patricia Knight 
Emile Littler 





June Lockhart 
Joseph A. McConville 
Joseph H. Seidelman 


‘ ee Ss ae 


L. A. to N. Y. 


Irving Allen 
Buddy Baer 
Scotty Brown 
Bill Cannon 

Mrs. Eddie Cantor 
Bonnie Cashin 
Cyd Charisse 
Peggy Cummins 
Cass Daley 
Frank DeVol 
Irene Dunne 
George Englund 
William Gargan 
Henry Ginsberg 
Paulette Goddard 
Jon Hall 

Oscar Hammerstein 2d 
Cy Howard 
Charles Hunt 
Jose Iturbi 
Patrick Jackson 
Dave Kapp 
Frank Kinseila 
Howard Koch Cb 
Burton Lane 
Frances Langford 
Mervyn LeRoy 
Leon Levine 
Alan Lipscott 
Rouben Mamoulian 
Marusia 

Louis B. Mayer 
Mike Mazurki 
Rosemary Pettit 
Walter Pidgeon 
M. R. Rachmil 
Ruby Rosenberg 
Charles Rosher 
Charles Ruggles 
Gradwell Sears 
Jack Smith 

Kate Talbot 














N. Y. TO B’KLYN 


Henry Morgan 
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Fabian’s Setup Via FC? = 


Possibility is seen that the new National Exhibitors Film Co., 


indie production financing unit 
Fabian, may become a factor in 


set up by exhibs headed by Si 
Film Classics. Confabs between 


Fabian and Joe Bernhard, prez of FC, have continued during re- 


cent weeks. 
until 


Bernhard is not ready to make a deal yet, however, 
divorcement of Film Classics from 


Cinecolor, which was 


approved by stockholders a couple weeks ago, becomes complete. 
Details are expected to be wound up in 10 days or two weeks. 


Deal being talked by Bernhard 


and Fabian looks toward a group 


of exhibs buying a stock interest in FC and financing some of its 


production. Whether this would 


undertaken by NEFC hasn’t been determined 
looking for larger fields to conquer and this might be one. 


tedly 


be a separate Fabian operation or 
but NEFC is admit- 


In any case, Bernhard would not give up his controlling interest 


in FC. Company needs about $1 


00,000 a week in billings to cover 


its nut of near $35,000 and in a number of recent weeks has been 


hitting the break-even point. 











Goldman’s New First Runs, Faster 





| bankroll of 


It differs 


Playoffs, Snarl Dates in Philly Nabes 


Philadelphia, June 28. 

A releasing snarl threatens the 
neighborhood situation here, with 
clearance dates and 
runs rapidly getting fouled up as 
the result of quick turnover of 
product in the local first-runs dur- 
ing the last two months. The nabe 
pileup stems from the fact that 
Philly midtown houses, which nor- 
mally release two, maybe three 
films a week to the keys and sub- 
keys, are now running through 
new product at the rate of four and 
five films a week. 

A number of factors are respon- 
sible but two things that did most 
to bring it on are William Gold- 


man’s entry into the first-run setup | 


here and the general decline in 
biz. Backed by the sanction of his 
court victory against the majors, 
Goldman has bid successfully and 
gererally snagged the cream of the 
product and played it in his three 
theatres—the Goldman, Karlton 
and Keith’s. 

The Goldman houses have man- 
aged through generally superior 
product to get runs of five to seven 

(Continued on page 16) 


Spitalny’s $600,000 Suit 
Avers WB Pic Infringes 
His ‘Hour of Charm’ Orc 





Bandleader Phil Spitalny filed a/ 
supreme | 
Warner | 


$600,000 suit in N. Y. 
court last week against 
Bros., charging that an_ all-girl 
band, called “Hour of Enchant- 
ment,” in the defendant’s film, “My 
Dream Is Yours,” 
fair competition to his “Hour of 
Charm” organization. Batoner 
contends the word enchantment, 
according to Webster, is merely a 
synonym for charm, and therefore 
the picture’s all-girl band, led by 
Ada Leonard, constitutes infringe- 


ment under the “enchantment” 
moniker. 
Spitalny seeks high damages, 


since he asserts that the allegediy 
infringing sequences in Warner’s 
“Dream” will kayo any likelihood 
of a future film version for his 
“Hour of Charm.” Released in 
April, “Dream” was proauced by 
Michael Curtiz and stars Jack Car- 
son, Doris Day and Lee Bowman. 
Picture has a comedy-song pattern 
and revolves around the Cinderella 
ascent of Miss Day as a radio sing- 
er. Henry Jaffe reps Spitalny. 


HIGH COURT NIXES 
MOMAND REHEARING 


Washington, June 28. 
Supreme Court yesterday (27) 
nixed for the second time an A. B. 
Momand Theatres petition that it 





rehear Momand's suit again M-G-M | 


distributing Corp., Loew’s, Univer- 
Sal Exchanges, 20th-Fox, Vita- 
graph, Columbia and RKO Dis- 
tributing Corp. Second petition 
was filed in May. 

Boston Court of Appeals threw 
Out} Momand’s_ anti-trust — suit 
against the majors after Momand 
had won a verdict in the trial 
court. Case has been dragging on 
for years. Action of the Supreme 
Court terminates it. 


+ 


subsequent | 


represents un- | 





Chaplin Sued 


Los Angeles, June 28. 

Robert E. Arden, radio broadcast 
er, filed suit for $9,700 against 
Charles Chaplin in Federal court 
here, charging breach of contract. 

Plaintiff declared he had an 
agreement with Chaplin to exploit 
the picture, “Monsieur Verdoux” 
in the South American market for 
$10,000 but had received only $300. 


Extras Win Right 


Sacramento, June 28 

Screen extras out of work are en- 
titled to unemployment insurance 
under a ruling handed down by the 
California) Unemployment _Insur- 
ance Appeals Board. Ruling is 
hailed as a major victory by atmos- 
phere players on the film lots, who 
had been virtually wiped off the 
labor map through a prior decision 
by Howard Horn, a State Depart- 
ment of Employment referee in 
Los Angeles. 


The case involved four = film 
studio employes: Frank Mitchell, 
64. an extra for 36 years: Oscar 


Freeburgh, Fannie E. Drabin and 
Florence H. Stanton. 

Horn’s ruling supported the con- 
tention of the picture companies 
| that extra players must go out and 
look for other jobs when film busi- 


losing all job insurance benefits. 
| His idea was that any unemployed 
}extra must apply for any sort of 
work, even as a trainee, regardless 
of age or experience. 

In the case of Miss Stanton, the 
Appeals Board held that the extra 
| “stood squarely in the labor mar- 
| ket in which there existed a rea- 
sonable likelihood of employment 
in her usual occupation.” Horn’s 
contention was that an extra is 
only a casual laborer, not to be 
,considered under the unemploy- 
ment insurance law. 

Richard H. Gordon, president of 
the Screen Extras Guild, declared: 
“This is a tremendous victory but 
it does not mean that all the un- 
employment insurance problems of 
_the extra players are solved. The 
| Guild is still fighting to gain un- 
| employment payments for extras 
| who refuse to accept job calls in a 
| pay classification lower then the 
scale in which they are normally 
employed.” 


Kaycee Theatre Sues 


| 


| for the Motion 


To Jobless Pay 


QOD INVASION 





NEW OYNDIGATE 
AD PROD, FORGE 


Formation of the National Ex 
hibitors Film Co. with an initial 
$10,000,000 for indie 
production, is viewed as the open 














ing wedge in a new invasion of 
Hollywood by exhibition. Patterned 
to some extent on the First Na 
tional Pictures setup of two dec 
ades ago, the new unit which Si 
Fabian now heads will obviously 


throw its weight around in dictat- 
ing the kind of film and its budget 
ing turned out by indie producers 
from First National in 
that it will not have its own dis- 
tribution organization 

Fast decision to form the new 
company came over the past week 
end when 40 exhibs, repping 23 big 


circuits, agreed to subscribe to 
stock in a series of meets at the 
Waldorf-Astoria, N. Y The $10, 
000,000 already said to be com 
mitted by circuit ops will be avail 
able for production within one 
month or so when the company’s 
formation will be completed 


Presaging Stronger intervention 


by exhibs in Hollywood are the 
rules laid down by the new com- 
pany. It will back any established 
indie filmmaker with first or sec- 
ond money providing its revolving 
committee of exhibs can pass on 
story, cast and budget. Ultimate 
extension to the affairs of majors 
is not ruled out by either Fabian 
or Sam Pinanski, another stalwart 
behind NEFC. 

Pinanski declared this week: “If 
this thing gets big enough. we 


may even be called on to help a 


major company.” New England cir 
cult op added: “It is about time 
the retail end of this business is 


heard. We are consulted very little 
about trends and we think we can 
make a real contribution to produ 
cers by telling them what people 
are thinking.” 

By taking this big step, Pinanski 
Said, exhibs were meeting the ob 

(Continued on page 22 


ALFRED CORWIN SHIFTS 
INTO TOM WALLER SPOT 


Post of New York publicity rep 
Picture Assn. of 
America will be taken over July 11 
by Alfred Corwin. He succeeds 
Tom Waller, who leaves Friday (1) 


/in an economy move that swept out | 


' him and 


Beller. | 
assistant in 


aide, 
have 


his 
Corwin will 


Larry 
no 


ithe job. 


ness grows slack. winder penalty of | 


Majors for $2,700,000 


Hollywood, June 28. 

Brookside Theatre Corp., Kansas 
City, has filed $2,700,000 suit 
against the Big Five, Universal 
and UA in federal court here. 
| Action alleges unlawful combina- 
tion and conspiracy to restrain 
and monopolize interstate trade, 
commerce in films. 

Since '37 defendants’ allegedly 
monopolistic first-run booking sys- 
tems have caused $750,000 loss, 
; according to complaint. 


_ad-pub chief. 


| He has 


Succeeding Corwin as_ publicity 
topper for the Motion Picture Ex- 
port Assn., post from which he re- 
signed last Friday (24) to accept 
the MPAA job, will be his assistant, 


Bernard Mazer. Corwin, who, in- 
cidentally, is a brother of radio 
writer Norman Corwin, is taking | 


a vacation before 
MPAA. 


Corwin has been with the MPEA 


starting at the 


+ 
e 
| 


MPAA Calls All-Industry Conclave 


Tn Aug. to Push 





Sweetness and Light 

Indie exhibitors, afte 
ful scrutiny of the new 
Fox sales policy which 
ises them many benefits 
kiddingly referring to 20th as 
the “affectionate company.” 
Gag label is a _ parody, of 
course, on Metro's — self-im 
posed cognomen Che friendly 
company.” 

Chief reason for the 20th 
plug is the company’s stated 
policy of permitting exhibitors 


care 
20th 
prom 


are 


to buy product either on per 
centage or flat deals, some 
thing for which they have been 


angling for years 





Test Drive-Ins 
Parking Charge 


Another court battle involving 
the film industry—this time over 
admission taxes levied against the 
mushrooming drive-in boom—be 
came a certainty this week in the 
wake of an adverse ruling by 
George J. Schoeneman, Federal 
Commissioner of Internal Revenue 
Phe high revenooer outlined a new 
regulation which applies the full 
admission bite to the ozoners re 
gardless of whether part of the ad 
mission price is segregated as a 
“parking charge” on cars 

Operators of drive-in circuits de 
clared on the heels of the declara 
tion that they would not take the 
regulation lying down. Movement 
is already taking shape to put 
Schoeneman’s ukase to the legal 
test in the tax courts. It is thought 
that several, in various parts of the 
country, will hit the test road in 
short order. 

New tax regulation reversed a 
previous one which held that the 
bite would not apply to the park- 
ing charge if, in adcition, open- 
airer had a bona fide charge for 
single admissions In a letter to 
Gael Sullivan, exec director of 

(Continued on page 22) 


WB Would Ride Herd On 
Argentine ‘White Horse’ 


Warner Bros. is currently laying 
the ground for legal retaliation 
against the Emelco studios in Ar- 
gentina for alleged infringement of 
its ownership of the musical play, 





“White Horse Inn.” Produced in 
1948, the Argentine pic, titled “La 
Hosteria Del Caballito Blanco,” 
was one of the all-time’ record 
grossers in that country 

In recent advertisements in the 


foreign film trade press, Warners 


since it started more than three is giving notice of its sole owner- 
years ago. Publicity chore there | ship of all motion picture rights in 
will be gradually diminishing in| the play under a deal with Felix 
importance as various territories | Bloch Erben in 1936. The agree- 
now serviced by the major-com-| ment was ratified by Dr. Ralph 
pany co-op’ revert to individual | Benatzky, composer; Robert Gil- 


company control. That has already 
happened in Holland, will occur in 
Germany and very likely in In- 
donesia next Jan. 1, and may hap- | 
pen in the case of Japan the same 
date. 


SEE MORT NATHANSON 
IN WASHER’S PAR SPOT 


Ben Washer. 
ern publicity 
his resignation 
to Max Youngstein, recently-named 





Paramount's east- 
submitted 


vesterday 


manager, 


(Tues.) 


Indications are that 
Mort Nathanson, currently in 
charge of the publicity-planting 
dept., will be upped to fill the 
vacancy. Nathanson came from 
Liberty Films at the time Par ab- 
sorbed that unit. 

Washer checks out Friday (1). 
no immediate plans but 
will first spend a summer vacation 
at his Westhampton (L.I.) home 
before announcing a new connec- 


| tion. 


bert, lyricist; and Hans Muller, au- 
thor of the book. 

Formal notice declares Warners 
intends “to protect our rights in 
said musical play and will take all 
legal action against all parties who 
engage in the production, distribu- 
tion or exhibition of any motion 
picture derived from said musical 
play.” Although no mention is 
made of the Emelco studios, it’s un- 
derstood the ad is aimed at es- 
tablishing a legal claim against the 


, latter company. 





RKO Renews Tarzan 


Hollywood, June 28 

Sol Lesser’s releasing deal with 
RKO was renewed for three years, 
calling for the distribution of his 
“Tarzan” pictures under the same 
terms which had prevailed since 
1942. 

“Tarzan” series, currently star- 
ring Lex Barker, is going into its 
3list year, with Lesser holding pro- 
duction rights for the last seven 
‘years. 


——-¢ 


Pub Relations Plan 


Next major action in the Motion 
Picture Assn. of America’s cam- 
paign to improve’ intra-industry 


relations—which it is hoped will 
lead eventually to a public rela- 
tions campaign—will be an all- 
industry meeting in August, Ned 
Kk. Depinet disclosed to VARIETY 
vesterday (Tuesday) Depinet, 
RKO prexy, is chairman of the 
MPAA’s exhibitor and community 


relations committee 

By the time of the 
Depinet said, it is 
MPAA committee 
with a variety of other industry 
factions, including the producers, 
ind lined up their promise to 
send a delegation to the meeting. 

Conclave will not be held in 
New York or Hollywood, Depinet 
declared, “but somewhere out in 
America where there are few 
phones and no pressure.” MPAA 
will into this meeting, he ex- 
plained, with no plan to sell other 
than an invitation te those present 
to find non-controversial 
industrywide problems in which 
can have common interests and 
which can be helped to solutien 
by our organizing.” 

Initial item on which he feels 
there can be such agreement, RKO 
topper declared, is public rela- 
In answer to some irdustry 
skepticism that anything of this 
nature can be accomplished by an 
industrywide group, Depinet as- 

(Continued on page 16) 


Ed Small Wants His UA 
‘Black Magic’ Coin To 
Stay in the Black 100%, 


Edward Small is 
un'que clause in a new contract 
with United Artists covering dis- 
tribution of his “Black Magic.” It 
provides that UA keep all income 
from the pic, both foreign and do- 
mestic, In a separate aceount seg- 
regated from UA’s general funds. 

Distrib has put up no squawk, 
readily acceding to Small’s de- 
mand. However, the mechanics of 
separating the producer’s coin from 
other income as soon as it arrives 
at the homeoffice in New York pro- 
vide so many difficulties that the 


August session, 
hoped that the 
will have met 


ZO 


some 


we 


tions 


insisting on a 


signing of the contract has been 
delaved while these details are 
being worked out. UA, in the 


meantime, is going ahead with the 
selling of the pic. 

Small’s demand for the segrega- 
tion of funds*is a hedge against 
difficulties run into by UA. Under 
the new clause in his contract, all 
income, as soon as it arrives in 
New York, would definitely belong 
to him and not be affected by any 
untoward legal proceedings. 

Small’s demand for the 
clause follows a move by 
Lion as of Jan. 1 of this year. At 
that time, at the request of 
banks financing indies distributing 
through the company, it set up a 
new system whereby every pro- 
ducer’s coin went into a segregated 
fund. 


UA SELLING LOEW’S ON 
‘MAGIC’ OUTSIDE OF N.Y. 


United Artists, which has been 
in a hassle for some time with 
Loew’s over bookings in the New 
York area, is not letting that in- 
terfere with out-of-town engage- 
ments. It has just succeeded in 
making a deal for day-and-date 
openings of Edward Small’s “Black 
Magic” in virtually all of Loew’s 
first-run towns. 

Pic will open around Aug. 19 in 
29 of the company’s houses in this 
country and two in Canada. This 
includes almost all possible situa- 
tions except in New England where 
Loew’s is partnered with Poli. 

Small, who is splurging on the 
national ad-publicity campaign for 
the film, has buiit up a formidable 
staff to handle it. He now has Joel 
Rose working on column publicity, 
William Danziger on exploitation 
in the New York office, Claude 
Morris on field exploitation and 
Lew Melamed on radio publicity. 


new 
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Finale 


of Life's Panel on Pix Biz 


Supports H wood; Exhib the Heavy? 


Most industryites in Hollywood 
and New York were rather pleased 
with the “Round Table on the 
Movies” which Life mag published 
this week following two days of 
sessions (May 13-15) at Arrowhead 
Springs, Cal., with 14 film names. 
Prepared for the usual drubbing 
growing out of preconceived no- 
tions of Hollywood, which has prac- 
tically become customary magazine 
treatment. trade observers were 
pleasantly surprised to find that 
Eric Hodgins, who put the “Round 
Table” yarn together, has gained 
sympathy and understanding for 
the problems of the filmmakers 
during his sessions with them. 


The hope is now that Life’s own 
editors—and the many other writ- 
ers who have so frequently been 
critical of Hollywood without ade- 
quate knowledge on the subject— 
will profit by what Hodgins learned 
in the more than 100,000 words 
spoken at the Round Table. 
Hodgins apparently realized clear- 
ly that if all Hollywood product is 
not up to top standard there are 
many mitigating reasons and no 
lack of effort that the creative peo- 
ple in films are not the boobies 
they’ve been caricatured, that 
“Hollywood censorship” is not im- 
posed because film people like it, 
and that the ‘‘star system” is not 
something altogether heinous and 
has some good reason. 


One important conclusion that 
Hodgins draws, and that industry- 
ites feel should not be lost on other 
writers and commentators, is that 
“there is no such thing as ‘Holly- 
wood,’ because their are dozens of 
Hollywoods. The word is too con- 
venient to be lost, but it works an 
unfairness, just the same. ‘The 
press’ is not blamed for a_ bad 
newspaper, nor even for a dozen. 
If one movie, or a dozen movies, 
stink, let them be called stinkers; 
but it is not right to dredge up a 
*Hollywood’ whose universal prac- 
tices are supposedly responsible. 
Hollywood, like everything else, 
is good, bad and indifferent.” 

Hodgins also found “that the 
moviemakers, as the Life Round 
Table Editors met them, were ear- 
nest and thoughtful men, who rep- 
resented the good Hollywood and 
felt genuine concern with serving 
their publics as well as possible.” 
Hodgins and the Round Tableites 
agreed that Hollywood needs 
“more men of talent” and “more 
freedom for men of talent.” 


Joe Mankiewicz Vs. Exhibs 


Villain of the piece proved to 
be the exhibitor, who was excori- 
ated particularly by producer Jo- 
seph Mankiewicz, with assists from 
others. Asking “Who controls the 
movies?” and answering it himself, 
Mankiewicz declared: “Isn't it true 
that a real estate operator whose 
chief concern should be_ taking 
gum from off carpets and checking 
adolescent love-making in the bal- 
cony—isn't it true that this man 
is in control? Isn’t it true that 
when he gives you 40% of what 
he takes in out of the picture you 
have made and keeps 60°, he 
thinks he is giving you a hell of a 
fine deal? 

“The chief thing that keeps an 
independent from making a picture 
is that he doesn’t get back an equi- 
table share I cannot afford to 


go to a theatre chain or exhibitor | 


and have him say to me, ‘All right, 
bub, you get 30%. If it’s a great 
picture, I'll give you 35%.’ Here 
is the really incredible power of 
the real undercover. man, in my 
opinion the exhibitor. Here is 
theeGod-given right of the real es- 
tate owner to make this fantastic 
profit just by virtue of the fact he 
owns an enormous barnlike struc- 
ture with seats in it.” 

Jerry Wald added to the bitter- 
ness felt about the exhib, declaring 
“he has done very little to encour- 
age good pictures. He says he 
doesn't want psychological _ pic- 
tures. so, if you listened to him, 
there wouldn't have been ‘The 
Lost Weekend.’ He doesn’t want 
message pictures, which would rule 
out ‘Gentleman’s Agreement.’ If 
you were to ask an exhibitor would 
he want to see a picture about a 
deaf-mute, he’d say no; so vou 
wouldn’t make ‘Johnny Belinda.’ 
He'd be sure he didn’t want a pic- 
ture in which one of the principal 
characters is a boy with no hands: 
so in that case you wouldn't, make 
‘The Best Years of Our Lives.’ A 
year or more ago I told a big ex- 
hibitor that 20th-Fox was making 
a picture called ‘The Snake’ Pit.’ 


He said ‘for God's sake. change the 
title—who wants to see a picture 
about snakes?’ When ‘The Snake 


atre had done tremendous business 
with it. so I wrote and asked him, 


‘Now what do you think of it?’ His 
answer came _ back, ‘Great, but 
don't make any more like it’.” 
Pressure Groups 
Hollywood’s Production Code 


was recognized as a necessity for 

keeping films from worse censor- 

ship by local groups. Legion of 
(Continued on page 18) 


Collarites, Flacks 
Envision More Cuts 
With Divorcement 


to push their econ- 
omy drives launched two years 
ago, the major companies have 
cut back their annual payloads by 
about $1,000,000 per year in home- 
offices during the last 12 months. 
Savings were made by _ pruning 
h.o. staffs in all echelons from 15 
to 20% in the last period through 
a process of departmental reor- 
ganizations and, in some cases, by 
outright elimination. 

In the previous 12-month period 
the companies lopped off approxi- 
mately the same percentage of em- 
ployees but wound up without sav- 
ing any coin. Agreements with 
various whitecollarite unions pro- 
vided for wage increases ranging 
up to 20% which wiped out the 
economies resulting from _ person- 
nel cuts. This year, however, the 
$1,000,000 will actually remain in 


Continuing 


the exchequers since the compa- 
nies, so far, have’ successfully 
bucked labor pressures for pay 
boosts. 


Company-by-company breakdown 
of personnel cuts shows United 
Artists in the economy lead. With 
approximately 230 whitecollarites 
employed last September, UA now 
is down to 170. Most of compa- 
nies show similar substantial re- 
ductions. In the same period Para- 
mount has dropped 40 whitecollar- 
ites; 20th-Fox, 50: Metro, 30; War- 
ners, 30; Columbia, 15; in addition 
to deep cutbacks at Eagle Lion 
and scattered savings at Universal 
and National Screen _ Service. 
Among the mzjors, RKO alone has 
maintained its collarite staff vir- 
tually intact. 
| Even more drastic cutbacks have 
been incurred in the h.o. flackery 
departments. Through layoffs and 
failure to fill posts vagated by 
resignations, publicity staffs have 
been sheared by about 35° in 
the last period. Typical savings 
show Warner Bros. down from 57 
to 38 publicists; 20th from 66 to 39: 
Universal from 26 to 18 and UA 
from 22 to nine. 

Additional personnel cuts are ex- 
pected to follow in the wake of 
companies’ divorcement from their 
exhib wing. It’s expected that the- 
atre operations will be decentral- 
ized with loss of jobs in the New 
York area. This process is already 
taking place in Paramount, and is 
slated at RKO. 


APRIL-MAY UPSWING 
IN AMUSEMENT BIZ 


Washington, June 28. 

April saw an upswing at the box- 
office. on the basis of admissions 
tax figures released this week by 
the Bureau of Internal Revenue. 
Uncle Sam’s May take amounted 
to $30.440,911, over $4.000.000 
ahead of the preceding month and 
about $2.000.000 over the same 
month in 1948. An estimated 80% 
of all the taxes come from picture 
exhibition. 


The 20% bite on nitery tabs. 
while not good. was an improve- 
ment over the preceding month. 


The Government received $3.707.- 
311 from this source. or about 
$120.000 over the preceding month. 
$5.000 


although under the same 
month of 1948. 
The admissions tax reflecting 


April biz in New York's Broadway 
sector tapered off slightly. Uncle 
Sam's 20% share amounted to $4- 
968.950 from the 3rd Internal Reve- 
nue District of New York. all of 
Manhattan above 23rd street. This 
was about $260,000 under the pre- 
vious month. Broadway's nightclub 
trade was off even more. The tax 
amounted to $341,901, which was 
$100,000 under the month before. 


; vocal chore for “Alice in Wonder- 
Pit’ was released, I noticed his the- | 


Disney Lot Jumping 


Hollywood, June 28. 
Walt Disney Studio is busier 





than at any previous time this year, 
although Disney himself is cur-| 
rently in England supervising the | 
live-action filming of “Treasure | 
Island.” Werking on the home lot | 
are Ed Wynn, doing an off-screen 





land,” and Bing Crosby’s four kids | 
—Philip, Dennis, Gary and Lind-} 
say—doing soundtrack stuff for, 
“Ichabod and Mr. Toad.” | 

Other cartoon features in work | 
are “Cinderellz,” ““Peter Pan” and 
“Hiawatha.” 


SPG GOING TO NLRB TO 
BOLSTER ITS POSITION 


In move to strengthen its bar- | 
gaining position against the major 
companies, Screen Publicists Guild | 
has filed a petition with the Na- 
tional Labor Relations Board for 
union shop elections in the home- 
offices on an industry-wide basis. 
While the companies have not chal- 
lenged SPG’s jurisdiction, elections 
are designed to demonstrate SPG’s | 
solid membership support. It’s ex- 
pected that elections will take | 
place in two weeks. 

SPG, meantime, scored a marker 
against the raiding attempts by the | 
Sign Painters Union, Local 230, | 
AFL, at RKO. Local 230’s petition | 

| 





for an election in RKO’s ad- 
publicity department was turned 
down this week by the NLRB, end- 
ing possibility of intra-labor battle | 
for control of the h.o. flacks. 

Both SPG and Screen Office & | 
Professional Employees also re-| 
ceived pledges of support from | 
N. Y. City’s CIO Council, repre- | 
senting group of major unions. | 
Following through on his recent 
ultimatum to the industry to ne- 
gotiate new contracts with the 
whitecollarites, Mike Quill, Coun- 
cil’s prexy, put all RKO and Loew’s 
theatres on “an unfair labor list.” 
SOPEG also has been attempting | 
to enlist the support of the Na- 
tional Assn. for Advancement of 
Colored People and other com- 
munity organizations on grounds of 
alleged discrimination by the in- 
dustry in the hiring of Negro em- 
ployees. 


} 





Fox News’ Format Switch, | 


But Not Because of TV. 


Fox Movietone News plans to} 
incorporate new methods of pre- 
sentation in the 104 reels to be) 
released during the 1949-50 sea- | 
son as an attempt at modernization 
and not beeause of any competi- | 
tion from television, according to 
20th-Fox shorts sales manager 
Peter Levathes. He also disclosed | 
20th will release 57 shorts Curia | 
the year. 

Levathes, who is also 20th’s 
video manager, declared there is 
no competition between the thea- | 
trical newsreel and TV reels be- 
cause the two are entirely differ- 
ent. While video’ reels’ can 
be up to the minute on news 
presentation, theatrical reels, 
because they’re issued twice a 
week, are intended only to pre- 
sent the news in feature form. 
Thus, Levathes said, they have a 
particular function as an adjunct 
to feature films, and so do not 
compete with TV. 

As an example of the new for- 
mats being attempted, Levathes 
pointed to a current Movietone is- 
sue. One story features a girl who 
is planning to swim -the English 
Channel in the near future. To 
provide background for the story 
and present a well-rounded fea- 
ture, Movietone has included clips 
showing Gertrude Ederle as the 
first woman to swim the Channel. 

Shorts program for 1949-50 in- 
cludes the following subjects to 
be produced by Movietone: 12 
sports reels, three name*band mu- 
sicals, two Lew Lehr comedy reels, 
two Movietone Adventures and one 
specialty reel. In addition, there 
are to be 13 March of Time is- 
sues and 24 Terrytoons in Techni- 
color, four of which will be reis- 
sues. 





DISNEY’S FRENCH KUDO 


London, June 28. 

Walt Disney planed to Paris to- 
day ‘(Tues.) to accept the Victoire 
award at a luncheon in his honor 
at the Ministry of Commerce and 
Industry building. 

Prize is based on the combined 
vote of French exhibs and the 
public for meritorious film produc- 
tions. 


—$$__ 


Exhibs Resent Life’s ‘Slurs 


Bigtime circuit operators are 


burning over the “Movie Rouna- 


table” forum on the film industry presented in the current issye of 


Life magazine. Resenting the slur that exhibs have played th 
in purportedly deflating the quality level or pix, both Si 


head of the Fabian circuit, and 


partner who now runs the American Theatres chain, have 
out against the mag’s conclusions. 
the course of announcing formation of National Exhibitors 


e heavy 
‘ Fabi: 
Sam Pinanski, former Paramount 


lash 
Duo fired away at the forum . 


Film 


Co., new exhib-sponsored outfit which will bankroll production. 


What both resented most was the implication that they 


simply in the brick-and-mortar 
noses out of production. 


are 
business and ought to keep their 


é ( Pinanski declared that “in no other 
business in the world would such a forum be possible.” 


He supple. 


mented: “We're getting tired of being told that we don't know our 


own business. 
boxoffices.”’ 


Every cent that goes to Hollywood comes from 


our 


Both nipped at Life for taking exhibs’ $1,900,000,000 investment 
in theatres as though it had no relationship to what Hollywood 


produces. 
investment is backed with the 
remarked. 


“I suppose we should have no concern whether that 


right kind of product,” Pinanski 


Creation of NEFC is the exhibs’ answer to Life and industry 


critics, they declared 
the right kind of films come out 


“We're willing to risk Our money so that 


of Hollywood,” they said. 








MPAA Thinking on ASCAP Issue 


—___ 
een D 


Divided; Make a Deal or Hold Out? 





, . 
MPPA’s Proviso 

Music Publishers Protective 
Assn. is now offering film pro- 
ducers options on performing 
rights for the tunes to which 
they buy recording privileges. 
Contracts under which studios 
now purchase the privilege of 
putting music on films have 
recently had a clause added 
stating, in effect, that if the 
publisher should subsequently 
obtain performing rights, too, 
he’ll issue them to the studio, 
if it desires, at such-and-such 
a price. 

This is a result of the cur- 
rent impasse between the film 
industry and ASCAP, which 
in the past has controlled per- 
forming rights. MPPA acts 
as an agency for the publish- 
ers in selling the studios re- 
cording rights. 

With ASCAP now in the 
courts, issue is not clear yet 
as to whether it will continue 
to have performing rights for 


films. New clause in the 
MPPA pact has been added, 
therefore, in prospect that 


ASCAP may not continue to 
hold them and they’ll pass, 
back to the individual pub- 
lishers, who will sell them via 
MPPA. 








Certain Secondary 
Houses in a Spot 
Because Denied A’s 


Elimination of B_ pictures by 


most of the major studios has taken 


a severe toll of exhibitors who for- 
merly relied on such _ product. 


| Many of them are now attempting 
‘to convert their 


houses to an A 
film policy. Majors thus far have 
issued a flat nix to such ideas, 
which has resulted in some exhibs 
deciding to shutter. 

Exhibs claim they could operate 
profitably when the majors turned 
out low-budgeted pictures, since 
the films were always good enough 
to generate boxoffice activity. With 
that product now cut off, the low- 
budgeters still available, turned 
out by the lesser studios, do not 
have any b.o. draw, even in the key 
city nabes and small town situa- 
tions. As a result, such exhibs are 
pitching for A product either on a 
first or subsequent run policy, de- 
pending on their situation. 

Majors, in refusing to do busi- 
ness with them, claim they can’t 
chance opening up their costly 
product to theatres which estab- 
lished their reputations as “slough- 
off” houses. Customers who would 
pay to see the A features in a large 
firstrun house or a deluxe nabe 
will refuse to patronize theatres 
which formerly catered to western 
fans and kids. 

Exhibs putting in for the A films 
have gone so far as to guarantee 
extended playing time. For ex- 


ample, theatres that formerly op-| 


erated on a split-week policy are 
willing to guarantee a full week’s 
bocking to all features, hoping in 
that way to convince the majors 
the idea will pay off for all con- 
cerned. Distrib chiefs, however. 
refuse to give in and the situation 
right now is at an impasse. 





* Major companies continue to be 
divided. into two schools on the gf- 


_ titude to be taken toward the 
American Society of Composers, 
Authors & Publishers in current 


| negotiations. Copyright commit- 
tee of the Motion Picture Assn. of 
America, which has _ had _ the 
ASCAP situation under considera- 

| tion for some months, is divided 
between those who feel that the 
industry’s most practical course 
would be to come to an immediate 
agreement with the Society, and 
those who feel that they've got 
ASCAP on the run and it would be 

| best to wait the situation out. 


| ASCAP, in the meantime. is sim- 
ultaneously trying to get the film 
producers to agree to terms and 
to get the Dept. of Justice to modi- 
fy the 1941 consent decree under 
which the performing rights outfit 
‘is now operating. It apparently 
figures that it can win D. of J. ap- 
proval for joint signaturing of a 
deal with the majors if it can show 
the Attorney General that the film 
companies want such a deal be- 
cause it is more practical for them 
to do business with a single source 
than with individual publishers. 
At issue is the right to perform 
in theatres music recorded on film. 
Studios in the past have only pur- 
chased the recording rights. leaving 
performing rights to be worked 
out in deals between ASCAP and 
individual theatres. New York 
court decision recently enjoined 
ASCAP from collecting from the- 
atres and the Society is now en- 
deavoring to get the $1,300,000 
yearly which it formerly got from 
that source from the studios. It is 
understood ASCAP will take slight- 
ly less than that figure because of 
the saving of administrative costs 
in dealing with a handful of studios 
instead of thousands of theatres. 


Less music is currently being 
used in films than in the past, it 
was disclosed in a check by indus- 
try legalites this week. which is 
doing double damage t6 ASCAP 
members, since they are losing out 
on recording rights coin, too. Be- 
cause of this and the general diffi- 
culties ASCAP is having in the 
courts, some MPAA members feel 
that ASCAP will get into a prog- 
ressively poorer bargaining posi- 
tion and should be waited out. 

Others, feel that the problems 
of dealing with individual publish- 
ers and chancing lawsuits on clear- 
ing music rights makes it profitable 
to close a deal with ASCAP at 
once. Partially governing think- 
ing is the fact that Warner Bros., 
Metro, 20th-Fox and Paramount, 
are in the dual position of being 
music users and music owners Via 
their interests in publishing com- 
panies. However, it is said that 
disagreement within the copyright 
committee are not strictly along 
these lines since some of the four 
distribs with publishing-afliliates 
feel that by not paying performing 
rights to ASCAP they could save 
more than they’d make if an In 
dustrywide deal were made. 


GODDARD'S ‘ENAMORADA’ 
Hollywood, June 28._ 
Paulette Goddard leaves for N.Y. 
Wednesday (29), stopping off i 
Chi. . 
Late in July she goes to Mexico 
to co-star with Pedro Armendarit 
in Peter Rathvon’s indie, “Enam- 
| orada.” 
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Hope’s Sorrowful Brightens L.A. At 
$43,000: Fountainhead’ Good $54,000, 
‘Crooked’ 266, Barkleys’ Hep 396, 2d 


Los Angeles, June 28. + 

Summer boxoffice lag is in full | 
swing here and keeping grosses | 
down. Preponderance of holdovers | 
also is contributing to the offish | 





Broadway Grosses | 





pace. Of the five new bills, only Estimated Total Gross 
two are showing any _ strength. | This Week $492.000 
“Sorrowful Jones” shapes as ; 


standout with fancy $43,000 in two (Based on 18 theatres) 


Paramount theatres while “The 
Fountainhead” is heading for good 


Last Year $642,000 
(Based on 16 theatres) 











$54,000 in three Warner locations. spulnes 
“Crooked Way” is only fairish 
$26.000 in five houses “Judge 


Steps Out’’-"‘“Green Promise” looks 
dim $19,000 in two spots. 

Second frame of “Barkleys of 
Broadway” is doing okay $39,000 
in three sites. Fourth session of 
“Home of Brave” is strong enough 
at $19,000 in four locations to stay 
five weeks. 

Estimates for This Week 

Beverly Hills, Downtown, Ha- 
waii, Hollywood Music Halls (Prin- 
Cor) (834: 902; 1,106; 512; 55-$1)— 


Hope Hypoes Pitt | 
Via Smash $21,000 


Pittsburgh, June 28. 
Like old times again at the Stan- 


ley this week with “Sorrowful 
Jones,” which is giving WB deluxer 


“Home of Brave” (UA) (4th wk). its best biz in months. Could easily 
Near $19,000. Last week, big hold-over but locked booking on 
$28,700. “Fountainhead” for Fourth of July 

Chinese, Loew’s State, Loyola, stanza will force Bob Hope starrer 


into Warner on Friday (1). 
“Edward, My Son” is a disappoint- 
ment at Penn in view of excellent 
notices and marquee names. 
Double bill of “The Window” and 
“Judge Steps Out” doing better 
than the average twinner at War- 
ner. | 
Estimates for This Week 

Harris (Harris) (2,200; 45-80)— 
“We Were Strangers” (Col). Only | 
fair $11,500. Last week, ‘Lady 
Gambles” (U), fell off sharply after 
fair start to hit dim $9,000. 

Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3.300; 45-80) 
—“Edward, My Son” (M-G). Weak 
$13,000. Last week, “Champion” 
(UA), strong $16,000, over hopes. 

Stanley (WB) (3,800; 45-80)— 
“Sorrowful Jones” (Par). This de- 
luxer hasn’t enjoyed such  pros- 
perity in months. In fact, not since | 


Uptown (FWC) (2,048; 2,404; 1,248; 
1.719: 60-$1)—‘‘Happens Every 
Spring” (20th) and ‘Rustlers” 
(RKO) (2d wk). Down to $19,500 
in 6 days. Last week, mild $36,700. 

Downtown, Hollywood, Wiltern 
(WB) (1,757; 2.756; 2,344; 60-$1)— 
“Fountainhead” (WB). Good $54.,- 
000. Last week, “Colorado Terri- 
tory” (WB) (2d wk-6 days), $21,300. 

Egyptian, Los Angeles, Wilshire 
(FWC) (1,538; 2,097; 2,296; 60-$1) 
—‘“Barkleys Broadway” (M-G) (2d 
wk). Okay $39,000 or better. Last 
week, solid $58,500. 

Orpheum (D’town) (2.210; 60-$1) 
—‘‘Crooked Way” (UA) and “Dar- 
ing Caballero” (UA). Fairish $13,- 
000. with $26,000 in 5 day-daters. | 
Last week, ‘Mourning Becomes | 
Electra” (RKO), $8,400, with $20,- 
700 in 5 situations. 


Pantages, Hillstreet (Pan-RKO) the last Bob Hope picture. His new 
(2,812: 2 890, 50-$1)—‘“‘Judge Steps laugh hit is running ahead of 
Out” (RKO) and “Green Promise” everything so far this season at 
(RKO). Dim $19,000. Last week, sock $21,000 or close. Last week, 
“Gunga Din” (RKO) and “Lost Pa- | “Colorado Territory” (WB), fair 
trol” (RKO) (reissues) (5 days), | $12,500. 
okay $18,700. Warner (WB) (2,000; 45-80)— 

Los Angeles, Hollywood Para- “window” (RKO) and “Judge 
mounts (F&M) (3,398; 1,451; 60-$1) | steps Out” (RKO). Better than 
—‘“Sorrowful Jones” (Par). Fancy most twinners this house has | 


$43,000. Last week, ‘‘Red Menace” 


(Rep) and “Flaming Fury” (Rep) played lately at excellent $8,000. 


Word has apparently gotten around 


(2d wk), $12,500. has ren 
United Artists, Ritz (UA-FWC) inn” Eaiae m* —. 
(2.100: 1,370: 60-$1) —“Ride *Em . 


‘s : .-. 4, “Manhandled” (Par) and ‘Special 
and “Flying High” agent” (Par), draggy $5,500. 


Kaye Lifts ‘Let’s Live’ 
To Sturdy $26,000, D.C.; 
‘Din’-‘Patrol’ Hot 156 


Washington, June 28. 
| General level of biz continues in 
‘the doldrums here, although there 
‘are a few bright spots currently. 
|“Let’s Live a Little” is upping the 
‘town’s level, thanks to Sammy 
Kaye band, sturdy at Capitol. 
Heat wave and general slump is 
hurting all over. Pair of oldies at 
RKO Keith’s, “Gunga Din” 
, “Lost Patrol,” is running ahead of 
recent weeks. 
Estimates for This Week 

Capitol ‘Loew’s) (2 434; 44-85)— 
“Let’s Live Little’ (EL) plus Sam- 
my Kaye orch onstage. Sturdy $26,- 
000, but below usual take for name 


band. Last week, “City Across 
River” (U) plus vaude, $21,000. 
Keith’s (RKO) 
“Gunga Din” (RKO) and “Lost Pa- 
trol” (RKO) ‘reissues). Hot $15,000 
for pair of oldies, and well above 


Cowboy” (U) 
(U) (reissues). Slow $13,000 here, 
with $21,000 in 5 sites. Last week, 
“Tilegal Entry” (U) and “Alimony” 
(EL) (2d wk-3 days), $6,100 here 
with $9,500 in 5 day-daters. 

Fine Arts (FWC) (679; $1.20-2.40) 
“Red Shoes” (EL) (26th wk). Near 
$5.000. Last week, neat $5,300. 

Four Star (‘UA-WC) (900; 60-$1) 
—‘One Woman’s Story” (U) (2d 
wk). Only $2,200. Last week, light 
$3.700. 

Laurel (‘(Rosener) (890; 85)— 
“Quartet” (EL) (5th wk). Pleasing 
$5,500. Last week, neat $6,100. 


‘Barkleys’ 186, Toronto 


Toronto, June 28. 

Sock hit here this week, ‘‘Bark- 
leys of Broadway” is town’s current 
top grosser, with “Blonde of Bash- 
ful Bend” also showing a late week 
pickup to warrant unexpected hold- 
over. Other major spots are light. | 

Estimates for This Week 

Downtown, Glendale, Scarboro, 
State (20th Cent) (1,059; 955, 698, 
694; 36-60)—‘“The Lodger” (20th) 
and “Hangover Square” (20th) (re- 
issues). Good $11,000. Last week, 
“Impact” (UA) and “Gay Amigo” , 
(UA), $10,000. 

Imperial (FP), 3,373; 
“Blonde Bashful Bend” 











40-70)— 
(20th) (2d 


wk). Oke $8,500 after last week’s recent takes. Last week, “Johnny 
$10,000. Allegro” (Col), $8,000. 
Loew’s (Loew) (2,096; 40-70)—  Metrepolitan (WB) (1,163; 44-74) 


“Barkleys Broadway” (M-G). Smash 
$18,000. Last week, “Outpost in 
Morocco” ‘UA). Oke $8,500. 

Odeon (Rank) (2,390; 35-$1.20)— 
“Bad Lord Byron” (EL). Light $5,- 
000. Last week, “Big Cat’ (EL), 
$7.000. 

Shea’s (FP) (2,386; 40-70)—‘We 
Were Strangers” (Col) (2d wk). 
Okay $7,500 after last week’s $8,- 


—"Big Cat” (EL). Slim $5,000. Last 
week, “G-Men” (WB) (reissue), 
okay $6,000. 

Palace (Loew's) ‘2.370; 44-74)— 
“Edward, My Son” ‘(M-G) Disap- 
pointing $15,000. Last week, 
“Streets of Laredo” (Par), $14,000. 

Playhouse (Lopert) (432; 50-85)— 
“Quartet” (EL) (8th wk). Dropped 


500. to $4,500 from_ hefty $6,000 last 
University (FP) (1,556; 40-70)— Week. Holds again. 
“Adventure Baltimore” (RKO) and Warner (WB) (2,164: 44-74)— 


“Green Promise” (RKO). So-so $5- “Bride of Vengeance” (Par). Slug- 


500. Last week, “South of St. gish $11,000. Last week, “Colorado 
Louis” (WB), $5,000. Territory” (WB), $12,000. 

Uptown ‘Loew) (2,743; 40-70)—  Trans-Lux (‘T-L) (654; 44-80)— 
“Lady Gambles” ‘(U). Dim $5,000. “Tulsa” (EL) ‘(3d wk). So-so $5,500 
Last week, “Calamity Jane” (U), after satisfactory $6,000 last week. 


about same. | Stays on, j 


and | 


(1,939; 44-80) — | 


Mpls. on Skids Albeit 
‘Violence’ Mild $9,000 


Minneapolis, June 28. 


Topped by “Edward, My Son,” | 


current film line-up holds no large 
amount of boxoffice power, 
weather factors and the present 
downward trend operating to hold 
down takings. Other major new- 
comers are ‘‘Act of Violence,” “Im- 
pact” and “The Younger Broth- 
ers,” and none calculated to cause 
turnstiles to work overtime. 


Estimates for This Week 


Century (Par) (1,600; 
“Impact” (UA). Tepid $4,500. | 
Last week, “Happens Every 


Spring” (20th) (2d wk), mild $4,600. | 


Pix (Corwin) (300; 50-70)—‘Hap- 
pens Every Spring” (20th) (3d wk). 


Fair $1,500 for third. downtown 
week. Last week, “Belvedere to 
College” (20th) (6th wk), okay 
$1,900. 

Radio City (Par) (4,000; 50-70)— 
“Edward, My Son” (M-G). Mild 
$12,000, looks about all. Last 
week, “Neptune’s Daughter” 


(M-G), fair $14,000. 

RKO-Orpheum (RKO) (2,800; 50- 
70)—‘Younger Bros.” (WB). Mod- 
erate $9,000 sighted. Last week, 
“Johnny Allegro” (Col), same. 

RKO-Pan (RKO) (1,600; 50-70) 
—‘‘Jungle River” (U) and ‘Arctic 
Manhunt” (U). Slow-paced $6,000 
Last week, “Adventure Baltimore” 
(RKO), $6,500. 

State (Par) (2,300; 50-70)—‘“Act 
of Violence” (M-G). Mildish $9,000. 
Last. week, “Champion” (UA), good 
$12,500. 


‘Jones Paces Hot 


K.C., Great $18,000 


Kansas City, June 28. 
Stronger films are on hand this 
week and grosses are perking up 
a bit despite sultry temperatures 
and intermittent rains. ‘“Sorrow- 
ful Jones” at Paramount is out in 
front with great session. ‘Edward. 
My Son” at the Midland, also is 
stout. “Lady Gambles” at Tower- 
Uptown-Fairway is only medium. 

Estimates for This Week 

Esquire (Fox Midwest) (820; 45- 





65)—“Guadaleanal Diary” (20th) 
and “Purple Heart” (20th) (re- 
issues). Average $3,500. Last 
week, “Paisan’” (Indie) (2d wk), 
$4,000. 

Kimo (Dickinson) (550; $1.20- 
$2.40).—“‘Red Shoes” (EL) (10th 
wk). Oke $2,500. Last week, 
$2,800. 


50-70)— | 


| ‘ 


Midland (Loew’s) (3,500: 45-65) —_ 


“Edward, My Son” 
““Mutineers” (Col). 


(M-G) and 
Stout $17,000. 


Last week, “Africa Screams” (UA) | 


and “Lucky Stiff’ (UA), $13,000. 


Paramount (Par) (1,900; 45-65)— | 


“Sorrowful Jones” (Par). Great 
$18,000, best house has had in 
many weeks. Cinch to hold. Last 
week. “Colorado Territory” (WB), 
$11,000. 

Tower - Uptown - Fairway (Fox 
Midwest) (2,100; 2,043; 700; 45- 
65)—“‘Lady Gambles” (U). Mod- 
erate $14,000. Last week, ‘“Belve- 
dere to College” (20th) (3d wk), 
fairish $10,000 in 6 days. 


‘Menace’ in Black With 
11G, Seattle; ‘Gold’ Lush 
156, ‘Neptune’ Fast 166 


Seattle, June 28. 
Well balanced bill headed by 
“Neptune’s Daughter” offers mag- 





‘net at Fifth Ave. this week. Other 
“Colorado | 
“One | 


new shows include 
Territory” at Orpheum, 
False Step” at Paramount, “Lust 
for Gold” at Liberty, and “The 
Red Menace” at Coliseum, nearly 
all doing well. 

Estimates for This Week 

Coliseum ‘H-E) (1,877; 50-84)— 
“Red Menace” (Rep) and “Amazon 
Quest” (FC). Nice $11,000 or 
near. Last week, “Illegal Entry” 
(‘U) and “Susanna Pass” (Rep), fair 
$7,300. 

Fifth Avenue (‘H-E) (2,349: 50- 
84)—"‘Neptune’s Daughter’ (M-G) 
and “Man About House” (20th). 
Strong $16,000 or near. Last week, 
“Edward, My Son” (M-G) (2d wk), 
$4.300 in 6 days. 

Liberty (Theatres, Inc.) (1,650: 
50-84)—"‘Lust for Gold” ‘Col) and 
“Kazan” (Col). Socko $15,000. Last 
week, “Barkleys” (M-G) and “Mu- 
tineers’” (Col) (4th wk), good $5,- 
300 in 6 days. 

Music Box ‘H-E) (850: 50-84)— 
“Ma, Pa Kettle” (U) and “Homi- 
cide” (WB) (5th wk). Down to 
$3.500 after big $4.000 last stanza. 

Musie Halli (H-E) (2.600: 50-84) 
—‘“Happens Every Spring” (20th) 
and “Night Unto Night” (WB) (2d 

(Continued on page 18) 


Jones’ Happy $32000 Paces Det. 
Straight Pix; Carle Ups ° 





Key City Gresses 


Estimated Total Gross 
This Week .. $2,367,000 
(Based on 24 cities, 198 
theatres, chiefly nrst runs. tn 
cluding N. Y.) 
Total Gross Same Week 
Last Year $2,591,000 
(Based on cities, 206 
theatres) 
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Hope Huge $21,000 


Cincy Pacemaker 


Cincinnati, June 28. 


“Sorrowful Jones,’ the 
and sugary ‘“Nep- 
tune’s Daughter” are giving lots of 
bounce to the overall count this 
week, marked by policy change to 
firstrun duals at Albee and Shu- 
bert, RKO’s largest downtown 
houses. “Johnny Allegro” is very 
modest at Palace. “Calamity Jane 
and Sam Bass” is all right at 
Keith's. 
Estimates for This Week 


Albee (RKO) (3,100; 55-75)— 
“Sorrowful Jones” (Par) and 
“Crime Doctor’s Diary” (Col). 
Gigantic $21,000 for Bob Hope 
comedy. Last week, “Wizard of Oz” 
(M-G) (reissue), pleasing $12,500. 

Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 55-75)— 
“Neptune’s Daughter” (M-G). Sug- 
ary $14,500. Last week, “Edward, 
My Son” (M-G), $9,500. 

Grand (RKO) (1,400; 55-75) — 
“Gunga Din” (RKO) and “Lost Pa- 
trol” (RKO) (reissues). Sturdy $8,- 
500. Last week, ‘“‘Night Unto Night” 
(WB), slim $5,500. 

Keith’s (City Inv.) (1,542; 55-75) 
—‘‘Calamity Jane, Sam Bass” (U). 
All right $7,000. Last week, ‘Nick 
Beal” (Par), same. 

Palace (RKO) (2,600: 55-75) 
“Johnny Allegro” (Col) and ‘““Make 
Believe Ballroom” (Col). Very mod- 
est $10,000. Last week, “Blonde 
Bashful Bend” (20th), $14,000. 





Smash 
town's topper, 





Shubert (RKO) (2,100; 55-75)— 
“Blonde Bashful Bend” (20th) 
(m.o.). Fairish $4,500. Last week. 
“Happens Every Spring” (20th) 


(m.o.), balmy $6,000. 


Long Hot Spell Sinks 
Hub; ‘Gold’ Not Bright 
196, ‘Jane’ Thin 126 


Boston, June 28. 

Protracted heat wave is the vil- 
lain around the Hub this stanza, 
with grosses down all around. Hold- 
overs, 
and Orpheum and “Sorrowful 
Jones” at Met doing okay but with 
a break in the weather would have 





had sock sessions. “Lust for Gold” | 
Not much ac- | 


is fair at Memorial. 
tivity at other houses. 
Estimates for This Week 
Boston (RKO) 
“Calamity Jane” (U) and “Just Wil- 
lis Luck” (UA). Thin $12,000. Last 
week, “Ride Em, Cowboy” (U) and 
“Keep ‘Em Flying” (U) (reissues), 


— to $4,000 after nice $5,500 for 
rst. 

Fenway (NET) (1,373; 40-80)— 
“Lonesome Pine” (Par) and ‘“‘Gero- 
nimo” (Par) (reissues). Mild $5,000. 
Last week, “Younger Bros.” (WB) 
and ‘Mississippi Rhythm” (Mono), 
about same. 


“Stratton Story” at State 


(3,200; 40-80)— | 


$9,000. 

Exeter (Indie) (1,100: 45-75)— 
“Mr. Perrin, Mr. Traill” (Indie) | 
and “Miranda” (Indie) (2d. wk). 


Detroit, June 

Biz here is getting a ih 
| shot in the arm via the Franki 
| Carle stageshow and “Big Cat” at 
| the Fox. Combo looks in for great 
_week. “Sorrowful Jones” at Michi- 
/gan is standout straight-film bill 
| with sock week. “Barkleys of 
Broadway” is doing well in second 
,; round at the Adams. 


Estimates for This Week 


Fox (Fox-Mich) (5,000; 70-95) 
“Big Cat” (EL) and Frankie Carle 


orch onstage. Great $45.000. Last 
week, “Cover Girl’ (Col) and 
“Never Lovelier” (Col) (reissues) 

ted ) 


good $22,000. 
Michigan (United Detroit) (4.099. 


70-95)—“‘Sorrowful Jones” (Par) 
and “C-Man” (Rep). ‘Terrifie $32. 
000. Last week, “Colorado Terrj- 


tory” (WB) and “Secret 
(Col), good $17,000. 

Palms (UD) (2.900: 70-95) — 
“Younger Bros.” (WB) and “Sky 
Dragon” (Mono). Oke $16,000. 
Last week, “Johnny Allegro” (Col) 
and ‘Rusty Leads Way” (Col), dull 
$12,000. 

United Artist (UD) (2,000: 70-95) 
—‘Wizard of Oz’ (M-G) (reissue) 
and “Song of India” ‘Col). Fair 
$14,000. Last week, “Judge Steps 
Out” (RKO) and “Green Promise” 
(RKO), $10,000. 

Madison (UD) (1,800: 70-95)— 
“Lady of Burlesque” ‘UA) and 
“Guest in House” (UA) (reissues). 
Dim $6,000. Last week, “Gunga 
Din” (RKO) and “Lost Patrol” 
(RKO) (reissues), fine $12,000. 

Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 70-95)— 
“Barkleys of Broadway” (M-G) (2d 
wk). Good $11,000. Last week, 
solid $15,000. 

Downtown (Balaban) (2,900; 70- 
95)—“Stratton Story” (M-G) (2d 
wk). Off to $8,000. Last week, 
fancy $11,000. 


‘DIN’-‘PATROL’ LUSTY 
$16,000 LEADS CLEVE. 


Cleveland, June 28. 
Hot weather here is _ putting 
skids under business in general. 
Pacing field is reissue combo of 
“Gunga Din” and “Lost Patrol” at 
RKO Palace with strong session. 
‘“‘Edward, My Son” shapes duil $15,- 
500 at State. 
Estimates for This Week 
Allen (WB) (3,000; 55-70)—‘“Not 
Wanted” (FC). .Good $14,500. Last 
week, “Cover Girl’ ‘Col) and 
“Never Lovelier’” (Col) ‘reissues), 
okay $9,000. 
| Hipp (WB) (3,700; 55-70)—‘Lady 
Gambles” (U). Mild $13,000 or 
slightly better. Last week, “Blonde 
Bashful Bend” (20th), $15,000. 


St. Ives” 





Palace (RKO) (3,300: 55-70)— 
“Gunga Din’ (RKO) and “Lost 
Patrol” (RKO) (reissues). Surpris- 


ingly strong $16,000. Last week, 
“Johnny Allegro” (Col), $15,000. 

State (Loew’s) (3.450; 55-70)— 
“Edward, My Son” (M-G). Not so 
hot $15,500. Last week, “Streets of 
Laredo” (Par), $14,500. 

Stillman (Loew's) (2,700; 55-70) 
—“Calamity Jane’ (U). May hit 
/neat $7,000 or close. Last week, 
“Champion” (UA), $8,000. 





Howard Swinging ‘Fan’ 


At Solid $21,000, Omaha 


Omaha, June 28. 

Despite unsettled weather, 
grosses currently are up from 
their lows of the past month. “The 
Fan,” plus Eddy Howard's band- 
revue at Orpheum is solid, and 
best stage show biz in some time. 
“Blonde From Bashful Bend” at 
Paramount, shapes neat $11,000. 


‘State is oke with “Force of Evil” 


Memorial (RKO) (3,000; 40-80)— | 


“Lust for Gold” (Col) and “Lone 
Wolf Lady” (Col). Fair $19,000. 
Last week, “Happens Every Spring” 
(20th) and “This Was a Woman” 
(20th) (2d wk), $12,500 in 6 days. 

Metropoiitan (NET) (4,367; 40-80) 
—‘‘Sorrowful Jones” (Par) and 
“Daughters of West” (FC) (2d wk). 
— $19,000 after solid $24,000 for 

rst. 

Orpheum (Loew) (3,000; 40-80)— 
“Stratton Story” (M-G) (2d. wk). 
Holding nicely at $19,000 after 
smash $24,600 first. 

Paramount (NET) (1,700; 40-80) 


—‘‘Lonesome Pine” (Par) and 
“Geronimo” (Par). Only fair $9.- 
500. Last week, “Younger Bros.” 
(WB) and “Mississippi Rhythm” 
(Mono), $9,300. 

State (Loew) (3.500; 40-80)— 
“Stratton Story’ (M-G) (2d wk). 


Okay $11,500. 
$14,200. 


Last week, neat 


| ‘Riders 





and “Caught.” 
Estimates for This Week 

Orpheum (Tristates) ‘3.000; 20- 
80)—“‘The Fan” (20th) and Eddy 
Howard stage revue. Solid $21 
000. Last week, “Act of Violence 
(M-G) and Blue Barron stageshow, 
not-so-heavy at $17,500. 

State (Goldberg) (865; | 
“Force of Evil” ‘(M-G)_ an 
“Caught” (M-G). Lively $5,008, 
Last week, “Big Jack” ‘M-G) an 
“Slippy McGee” (Rep), fair $3,800. 

Paramount (Tristates) ‘2.800; 16 


16-65)— 


65) — “Blonde  Bashful Bend’ 
(20th). Nice $11,000, best in weeks. 
Last week, “Happens Every 


Spring” (20th), good $10,000 and 
moveover. 
Brandeis (RKO) ‘1.500; 16-65) 
“Night Unto Night” (WB) am 
Whistling Pines” ‘C0 


split with “Casablanca” |‘ WB) ant 
“G-Men” (WB). 
week, 
. $7,500. 


Last 


ild $6.000. 
Mild $ \Col), 


“Lust for Gold” 


Cat’ to 4G ° 


Wa” 








— 


ae 
irle 
vast 
and 
eS), 


100; 
ar) 


oD) 
Da 


| cn 
Sky 
100, 
‘ol) 
lull 


95) 
ue) 
air 
eps 
se’ 


nd 
PS), 
1ga 
ol” 


(2d 
ek, 


70- 
(2d 
ek, 


ing 
ral. 

of 
at 
on, 
; 5.- 


Not 
ast 
ind 
PS}, 


20- 
dy 
‘1. 
“e” 
Ww, 





Wa” 


Wednesday, June 29, 1949 


VARIETY 


PICTURE GROSSES 


v 





Despite H.0.'s Chi Biz Shapes Bette 
Bob Crosby, Peggy Lee Tilt ‘Neptune’ 


To Rousing $63,000, Colorado’ 186 


Chicago, June 28. + 


look a little brighter on 
boxoffice scene currently 
with the Chicago finally perking 
ia “Neptune's Daughter plus 
Peggy Lee, Dave Barbour, and Bob 
Crosby orch onstage. Shapes hefty 
$63,000 or over. With the excep- 
tion of “Colorado Territory at the 
State-Lake. passable 18,000, the 
other entries are reissues, and few 
look strong Garrick might get a 
light $5,000 with “Desperadoes 
and “Renegades” while Rialto may 
catch a fairish $8,500 with ‘Con- 
flict” and “Adventure’s End. 
Palace continues below par with 
“Gunga Din’ and “Lost Patrol, 
a weak $8.000 

In the holdover section, “Home 
of Brave” seems to continue strong 
at $18,000 for fifth stint. “Bark- 
jevs of Broadway” at Oriental with 
Gordon MacRae and Joey Bishop 
onstage should wind up third week 
For second 


Things 
the Cla 


with fine &35,000. sec 
weekers, “Streets of Laredo” at 
Roosevelt is getting fast $14,000. 


“Ladv Gambles” at Palace should 
hold to crisp $10,000. 
Estimates for This Week 

Chicago (B&K) (3,900; 50-98)— 
“Neptune’s Daughter” (M-G) with 
Peggy Lee. Dave Barbour, and Bob 
Crosby orch onstage. Lush $63,000. 
Last week, “Blonde Bashful Bend’”’ 
(20th) with Joan Edwards and Al 
Trace orch onstage (2d wk), 
$30,000. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 
“Desperadoes” (Col) and 
gades” (Col) (reissues.) 
$5.000. Last week, “C-Men” 
and “Daughter of West” 
same. 

Grand 


50-98)— 
*Rene- 
Passable 
(FC) 
(FC), 


(RKO) (1.500; 50-98)— 
“Ladv Gambles” (U) (2d wk). 
Bright $10,000. Last: week, $15,000. 

Oriental (Essaness) (3,400; 50-98) 
—“Barkleys of Broadway” (M-G) 
with Gordon MacRae and Joey 
Bishop topping big vaude (3d 
wk). Neat $35,000 for last stanza. 
Last week, big $44,000. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 50-98)— 
“Gunga Din” (RKO) and “Lost 
Patrol” (RKO) (reissues). Light 
$8.000. Last week. “Illegal Entry” 
(U) and “Rusty Saves Life’ (U), 
$9000. 


Rialto (Indie) (1,700; 50-98)— 
“Conflict” (U) and ‘Adventure’s 
End” (U) (reissues). Not-too-bad 
$8,500. Last week, ‘‘Lady of Bur- 
lesque” (UA) and “Guest in House”’ 
(UA) (reissues), $8,000. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 50-98)— 
“Streets of Laredo” (Par) (2d wk). 


Excellent $14,000. Last week, 
$18,000. 
Selwyn (Shubert) (1,000; $1.20- 


$2.40/—“‘Red Shoes” 
wk). Okay $5,000. 
$5,800. 

State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 50-98) 
—“Colorado Territory” (WB). Pass- 
able $18,000. Last week, ‘Edward, 
My Son” (M-G) (2d wk), $9,000. 

United Artists (B&K) (1,700; 50- 
98\—"Wizard of Oz’ (M-G) 
Issue) (2d wk). Dandy $13,000. 
Last week, $18,000. 

‘ Woods (Essaness) (1,073: 98)— 

Home of Brave” (UA) (5th wk). 


Staunch $18,000. Last week, fancy 
$22,000. 


(EL) 
Last week, 





Indpls. Again Sluggish; 
Spring’ Slow at $9,000 


si Indianapolis, June 28. 
Biz is sluggish at firstruns here 

again this week. It’s a_snail’s 
race between “It Happens Every 
Spring,” at Indiana, and “Edward, 
My Son.” at Loew’s, for top money. 
Colorado Territory” at Circle is 
4 poor also-ran. 

Estimates for This Week 


Circle (Gamble-Dolle) (2,800: 
44-65)-—“Colorado Territory” (WB) 
and “Night Unto Night” (WB). Thin 
$7,500. Last week, “Wonderful 

ree (20th) ~with Dick Contino 
unit onstage, sock $24,500 at 50c- 
We scale. 

«indiana (G-D) (3,300: 44-65)— 
Happens Every Spring” (20th) and 

\idnapped” (Mono). Dull $9,000. 
ast week. “Red Canyon” (U) and 
Act of Murder” (U). $9,500. 

Loew's (Loew's) (2.450; 44-65)— 


pdward, My Son” (M-G) and “Mu- 
warets! (Col). Offish $9,000. Last 
“Mak Stratton Story” (M-G) and 
Qa" ee Ballroom” (Col) 
Opener. — oke $8,000 after big 
«c¥tie (G-D) (1,600:  44-65)— 
Renan” Up" (UA) and = “Last 
ig ; (Rep - Thin $4,900. Last 
week: Big Cat" (EL) and “G- 
“an (EL), $4,500. 


(27th | 


(re-) 





Estimates Are Net 

Film gross estimates as re- 
ported herewith from the vari- 
ous key cities, are net, i.e., 
without the 20° tax. Distribu- 
tors share on net take, when 
playing percentage, hence the 
estimated figures are net in- 
come. 

The parenthetic admission 
prices, however, as indicated, 
include the U. S. amusement 
tax. 


H.0’sHit Philly: 
‘Window $18,500 


Philadelphia, June 28. 

Record temperatures over the 
weekend resulted in air-condition- 
ing at the theatres being as much 
a draw as the product Plethora 
of holdovers is a handicap current- 
ly, and two entries obviously are 
being hurt by the heat. Best new- 
comer is “The Window,” sturdy at 
the Boyd “Forbidden Street” 
shapes mild at Fox 








Estimates for This Week 
Aldine (WB) (1,303; 50-99) 
“Wizard of Oz’ (M-G) (reissue). 


Nifty $12,000. Last week, “Judge 
Steps Out” (RKO), $8,000. 
B. sd (WB) (2,360; 50-99)—‘Win- 


dow” (RKO). Trim $18,500 or 
near. Last week, “Green Prom- 
ise” (RKO), $10,000. 


Earle (WB) (2,700; 50-99)—‘“Un- 
dercover Man” (Col) (2d wk). Down 
to $13,000 after 
opener. 

Fox (20th) 
bidden Street” 
000. Last week, 
(reissue), $14,000. 

Goldman (Goldman) (1,200: 50- 
99)—"‘Neptune’s Daughter” (M-G) 
(2d wk). Okay $15,000 after fine 
$20,000 initial splash. 

Karlton (Goldman) (1,000: 50-99) 
—‘‘Edward, My Son” (M-G) (2d 


(20th). Fair 
“Gal Sal” 


$17,- 
(20th) 


wk). Strong $12,000 after $16,000 
tee-off. 
Mastbaum (WB) (4.360; 50-99)— 


“Lady Gambles” (U) (3d wk). Down 
to $13,000. Last week, dull $16,000. 

Stanley (WB) (2,950; 50-99)— 
“Colorado Territory” (WB) (2d wk). 
Slow $14,000. Last week, solid 


$21,000. 

Stanton (WB) (1,475; 50-99)— 
“Casablanca” (WB) and “G-Men” 
(WB) (reissues). Good $9,000. Last 


week, ‘Murder in Reverse” (Indie), 


ditto. 
Trans-Lux (T-L) (500: $2.40- 
$1.20)\—“‘Red Shoes” (EL) (27th 


wk). May hit $7,000. 
fine $6,000. 


HEAT SLOUGHS PROV; 
‘EDWARD’ OKE $16,000 


Providence, June 28. 
More than two weeks of contin- 
uous hot, humid weather, is hurt- 
ing all stands, currently. Two pix 
|are doing very well under the cir- 
cumstances. State’s “Edward, My 
Son” is passable while Albee’s 
“Johnny Allegro” shapes fair. 
Estimates for This Week 
Albee (RKO) (2,200; 44-65)— 
“Jobnny Allegro” (Col) and “The 
Rustlers’” (RKO). Fair $11,000. 
Last week, ‘“Hitler’s Children” 
(RKO) and “Behind Rising Sun” 
(RKO) (reissues), good $10,000. 
Fay’s (Fay) (1,400; 44-65)—‘‘My 
Gal Sal” (20th) and “‘House on 92d 


Last week, 





Street” (20th) (reissues). Slow 
' $6,000. Last week, “Ma, Pa Ket- 
tle’ (U) and “Last Bandit” (Rep), 
$5.500. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 44-65)— 
“City Across River” (U). Dis- 
appointing $8,000. Last week, 
“Happens Every Spring” (20th) 


and “C-Man” (FC), swell $15.000. 

Metropolitan (Snider) (3,100; 44- 
65)—“Since You Went Away” 
(EL) and “Open Secret” (EL) ‘re- 
issues). Dying at $4,500. Last 
week “Penitentiary” (Col) and 
‘Women in Prison” (Col) (reissues), 
same. 

State (Loew) (3.200: 44-65)— 
“Edward, My Son” (M-G) and “Jig- 
saw” (M-G). Only house claiming 
any biz, but only oke $16,000. Last 


week, “Force of Evil’ (M-G) and 
“Lucky Stiff’ (M-G), $15,000 
Strand (Silverman) (2,200; 44- 
65)-—“Cover Girl” (Col) and “You 
Were Never Lovelier” (Col! ‘re- 
issues). Opened Monday (27). Last 
week. “Lust for Gold” (Col) and 


i“Lost Tribe’ (Col), so-so $9,000. 


‘75)—"'Colorado 


brisk $22,000 
(2,250: 50-99)—‘For- | 


r: ‘Barkleys’ Brisk $16,000 


As Rain Dims Denver 
Denver, June 28. 
“Barkleys of Broadway” stands 
out In current session, one of the 
weakest here in some time. Heavy 
rains discouraged regular thea- 
tre patronage. “Undercover Man” 
shapes moderate in two houses. 
Estimates for This Week 
Broadway (Wolfberg) (1.500; 35- 
Territory” (WB) 
‘4th wk). Down to $4,000, thin. Last 
week, $5,500. 
Denham (Cockrill) (1,750: 35-70) 


—“Lonesome Pine” (Par) and 
“Geronimo” (Par) (reissues). Light 
$8,000. Last week, “Bride of Ven- 
geance’ (Par) (2d wk), dim $6,000 
in 5 days 

Denver (Fox 


(2,525; 35-74)— 
1g 


‘Happens Every Spring” (20th) and 


‘Homicide’ WB) day-date with 
Esquire. Mild $14,000. Last week, 
Lady Gambles” (U) and “Tuna 
Clipper” (Mono). $13.000. 
Esquire (Fox) (742: 35-74) — 


“Happens Every Spring” (20th) and 
“Homicide” (WB), also Denver 
Fair $2,800. Last week, “Lady 
Gambles” (U) and “Tuna Clipper” 
(Mono), $2,500. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600: 35-74)— 
“Barkleys of Broadway” (M-G) and 
“Home San Antone” (Col). Nice 
$16,000 or better. Last week, 
“Little Women” (M-G) and “Broth- 
ers in Saddle’ (RKO) (2d. wk), 
$10,000 

Paramount (Fox) (2,200: 35-74)— 
“Undercover Man” (Col) and 
“Make Believe Ballroom” (Col), 
day-date with Webber. Thin $9,000. 
Last week, “Bad Boy” (Mono) and 
“Bad Men of Tombstone” (Mono), 
$7,000 

Webber (Fox) (750; 35-74)—“Un- 
dercover Man” (Col) and ‘Make 
Believe Ballroom” (Col), also Para- 
mount. Fair $2,500. Last week, 
“Bad Boy” (Mono) and “Bad Men 
of Tombstone” (Mono), $2,000. 


‘Spring Balmy 
$13,000 in Port. 


Portland, Ore., June 28. 


Good product is bringing in the 
coin this week. “Ma and Pa 
Kettle,” ‘“Neptune’s Daughter” and 
“Happens Every Spring” are faring 
very well. “City Across River” 
also is good. 

Estimates for This Week 

Broadway (Parker) (1,832; 50-85) 
—‘'Ma, Pa Kettle” (U) and “Smoky 
Mountain Melody” (Col). Terrific 
$15,000 or near. Last week, “Dream 
Is Yours” (WB) and ‘‘Homicide” 
(WB), $10,500. 

Mayfair (Parker) (1,500; 50-85)— 
“City Across’ River” (U) = and 
“Blondie’s Big Deai” (Col). Good 
$5,500. 
and ‘Shamrock Hill” (EL) (4 days), 
$1,200. 

Oriental (H-E) (1,750; 50-85)— 
“Happens Every Spring” (20th) and 
“Crime Doctor’s Diary” (Col), day- 
date with Paramount. Fine $4,000. 
Last week, 
(WB) and “Tuna Clipper’ (Mono), 
$3,600. 

Orpheum (H-E) (1,750; 50-85)— 
“Casablanca” (WB) and “‘G Men” 
(‘WB) (reissues). Solid $6,000. Last 
week, “Colorado Territory” (WB) 
and “Tuna Clipper” (Mono), $7,000. 

Paramount (H-E) (3,400; 50-85) — 
“Happens Every Spring” (Par) and 
“Crime Doctor's Diary” (Col), also 
Oriental. Excellent $9,000 or close. 
Last week, “Johnny Allegro” (Col) 
and “Highway 13” (SG), $6,400. 

Jnited Artists (Parker) (895; 50- 





'85)—"‘Neptune’s Daughter” (M-G). 


Big $11,000. Last week, ‘‘Edward, 
My Son” (M-G) (2d wk), $5,000. 


Fine Pix Up L'ville Despite Heat: 


‘Silver Lining’ Golden $142,000 On 
Bway; Red Menace’ in the Black 
With $18,000; Palace Vaudfilm 236 


Last week, “Impact” (UA) | 


_ others, 


“Colorado Territory” | 


/—‘‘Neptune’s 


Broadway business took a beat-! 


ing over the last weekend and 
much of current week, with the 
record heat taking the rap for 


Sagging trade at the deluxe picture 
theatres The Street resembled 
a deserted village Sunday (26) be- 
ing one of the worst matinees for 
that day in about six months; night 
trade tapered off earlier than usual, 
many houses reporting grosses far 
behind Saturday (25 Record 
millions at the beaches and traf- 
fic jams on the highways accounted 
for the absence of patrons 

Break in the sweltering weather 
Monday 27) night immediately 
was reflected in rising trade at 
most spots. Then, too, more vaca- 
tioners were reported in the city, 
numerous managers stating that 
their Monday business and Tues- 
day (28) matinees ran ahead of the 
previous week even where bills 
were on extended-runs. The fact 
that straight-film firstruns were 
still light reflected the out-of-town 


trade since stage-picture fare is 
what most visitors seek out End 
of parochial school term’ yester- 
day and with the public schools 
letting out later this week is ex- 
pected to help recently weakish 
boxoffice 

The Music Hall, with ‘Look for 


Silver Lining” and Fourth of July 
Pageant and stageshow, is way out 


anead of others this session with 
sock $142,000, best in about two 
months for opening round. Inter- 


est in July 4 show, developed to 
real stature this year, probably is 
helping. 

“Red Menace,” after compara- 
tively quiet first two days, is forging 
ahead to okay $18,000 or near at 
Maytair, winning a no:dover. “Take 
False Step” looks only fair $16,000 
at Rivoli. 

Palace continues in stride, reach- 
ing for fine $23,000 this round 
with “Green Promise” and eight 
acts of vaude. Strand still is limp- 
ing along though slightly improved 
at about $30,000 with “Colorado 
and its finale stageshow 


Territory” 

for the summer headed by Red 
Ingle band. “Sorrowful Jones” 
with Louis Prima band, which 


wound up third week with $64,000 
at Paramount, goes five weeks. 
Got a boost Wednesday (22) from 
TV of Charles-Walcott fight. 

Six new bills tee off this week 
to take advantage of July 4 week- 
end. “Great Sinner” opens today 
(Wed.) at State after eight big 
weeks of “Barkleys of Broadway.” | 
“Lost Boundaries” comes_ into 
Astor tomorrow (Thurs.). ‘Any 
Number Can Play” with Hal McIn- 
tyre band, Bert Wheeler, Hal Le 
Roy, others, starts the same day | 
at Capitol. “House of Strangers,” 
with Janet Blair, Herb Shriner, 
starts Friday (1) at the 
Roxy. “Lust for Gold” goes into 
Criterion, Saturday (2). Palace 
change tomorrow brings in “One 
Last Fling” and new vaude. 

Estimates for This Week 

Astor (City Inv.) (1,300; 60- 
$1.50)—‘We Were Strangers” (Col) 
(10th-final wk). Final 8 days looks 
to dip to thin $5,000 or near after 
$5,500 in ninth. “Lost Bounda- 


ries” (FC) opens tomorrow 
(Thurs.), 

Bijou (City Inv.) (589; $1.20- 
$2.40)\—‘‘Red Shoes” (EL) (36th 


wk). Doing okay at around $7,500 
with aircooling plant helping; 35th 
week was $8.700. Continues. 
Capitel (Loew's) (4,820; 80-$1.50) 
Dauaghter” (M-G) 


‘Stratton’ Stout $14,000, ‘Set-Up’ 76 


Louisville, June 28. 

Firstrate product currently is 
holding its own here despite the 
warm weather. While off some- 
what, biz is not dipping much by 
comparison with other years in the 
summer. Drive-ins are pulling biz 
from the suburbs and _ outlying 
areas, with inducements of easy 
parking, which family groups ap- 
preciate. 

“Stratton Story” is town’s best 
and stout. “Set-Up” at the Strand 
looks neat. 

Estimates for This Week 


Mary Anderson (People’s) (1,- 
400: 45-65)—‘“Colorado Territory” 


(WB). Medium $6.500. Last week, 
“Casablanca” (WB) (reissue), fine 
$8,000 


National (Standard) (2,400; 65)— 
“Caravan’ (EL) and “Whispering 


City” (EL) (reissues) plus stage- 
show. Lethargic $5,000. Last week, 
“Zenobia”’ (Indie) and ‘Cobra 
Strikes” (EL) (reissues) plus vaude, 
same. 

Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3,000; 
45-65)—‘‘Lady Gambles” (U) and 
“Fighting O'Flynn” (U). Fair $11,- 
000. Last week, “Blonde Bashful 
Bend” (20th) and “Tuna Clipper” 
(Mono), robust $15,000. 

State (Loew's) (3,000; 45-65)— 
“Stratton Story” (M-G) and ‘“Muti- 
neers” (Col). Stout $14,000 or 
more. Last week, “Gay Amigo” 
(Col) and “Africa Screams” (UA), 
$11,000. 

Strond (FA) (1.000: 45-65)—‘‘Set- 
Up” (RKO) ‘m.o.). and “Brothers 
in Saddle’ (RKO). Fancy $7,000 or 
better. Last week, “Streets Laredo” 
(Par! and “Alaska Patrol” (FC) 
(it.o.), $4.500. 


| but holding. 
| Allegro” (Col) (3d wk-9 days), dim 


with Alvino Rey orch, Jerry Les- 
ter. Vagabonds topping stage bill 
(3d final wk). Down to $42,000 af- 
ter moderate $58,000 for second 
round. “Any Number Can Play” 
(M-G) with Hal McIntyre orch, 
Bert Wheeler, Hal LeRoy, Thelma 
Carpenter, Bob Dupont onstage 
opens tomorrow (Thurs.) 

Criterion (Moss) (1.700; 50-$1.75) 
—‘‘Cover Girl’ (Col) and “Never 
Lovelier” (Col) (reissues) (2d wk). 
Off to okay $14,000 or better after 
nice $19,000 opening round. “Lust 
for Gold” (Col) opens Saturday 
(2) 

Globe (Brandt) (1,500; 50-$1.20)— 
“Champion” (UA) (12th-final wk). 
Likely wind up highly profitable 
run at $9,000 after $8,500 last week. 


“Movie Crazy’ (MPSC) (reissue) 
opens Saturday (2). 
Gotham (Brandt) (900; 44-99)— 


“Geronimo” (Par) (reissue). Real 
surprise for this house, climbing to _ 
near $17,000, big. Holding, natur- 


ally. Last week, subsequent-run. 

Mayfair (Brandt) (1,736; 50- 
$1.20)—‘‘Red Menace” (Rep). Ex- 
cellent campaign being sabotaged 
by heat, but still okay at $18,000. 
Holds Last week, ‘“‘Lonesome 
Pine” (Par) (reissue) (2d wk), 
$9,000 


Palace (RKO) (1,700; 55-$1.20)— 
“Green Promise” (RKO) with 
vaude. Looks to reach $23,000 or 
near, especially fine in view of con- 
ditions. Last week, ‘‘Roughshod” 
(RKO) with vaude, nice $21,500. 

Paramount (Par) (3,664; 55-$1.50) 

“Sorrowful Jones” (Par) with 
Louis Prima orch, others, onstage 
(4th wk). Third week ending last 
Saturday (25) held okay at $64,000 
after good $75,000 in second seven 
days. Now set to stay five weeks. 
“Great Gatsby” (Par) is in next. 


Park Avenue (U) (583; $1.20- 
$2.40)—“‘Hamlet” (U) (40th wk). 
Down to $7,000 or near in 39th 
week after $8,200 last session. Con- 


tinues with summer scale in. 

Radio City Music Hall (Rockefel- 
lers) (5,945; 80-$2.40)—‘'Look for 
Silver Lining’ (WB) and July 4 
Pageant and stageshow. Soaring to 
smash $142,000, best opening week 
here since Easter. Holds, natch! 
Last week, “Edward, My Son” (M- 
G) with stageshow (3d wk), $106,000. 

Rialto (Mage) (594; 44-98)—“‘Iron 
Crown” (Indie) (3d wk). Holding 
well at $8,500 after sturdy $9,600 
for second. Holding a fourth stanza. 

Rivoli (UAT-Par) (2,092; 60-$1.25) 
—'‘Take False Step” (U). Heat 
wave too much for this straight- 
filmer with just fair $16,000 or less, 
Last week, “Johnny 


$7,000. 
Roxy (20th) (5,886; 80-$1.80)— 
“Happens Every Spring” (20th) 


plus stageshow topped by Andrews 
Sisters, iceshow (3d-final wk). Down 


| to $60,000 or near, taking a beating 


from hot weather after okay $75,- 
000 for second week. ‘House of 


| Strangers’’ (20th) with Janet Blair, 
‘Herb Shriner, 


Blackburn Twins, 
Martin Bros., iceshow heading 
stage layout, opens Friday (1). 
State (Loew's) (3,450; 50-$1.50)— 
“Great Sinner” (M-G). Opens to- 
day (Wed.). ‘“Barkleys of Broad- 


, way” (M-G) (8th wk), minor $1 1,000 


after oke $13,000 for seventh round. 
Strand (WB) (2,756; 70-$1.50)—- 
“Colorado Territory” (WB) with 
Red Ingle orch, others, onstage. 
Mild $30,000 or less looms. Holds. 
Last week, “Night Unto Night” 
(WB) with Phil Spitalny orch (2d 
wk), dim $17,000. 
Victoria (City Inv) (1,060; 95- 
$1.80)—“‘Home of Brave” (UA) (7th 


| wk). Continues doing profit at $11,- 
| 000 after $12,500 last week. 


Stays 
on with “‘The Window” (RKO) due 
in early in July. 


Sutton (R&B) (561; 70-$1.20)— 
“Quartet” (EL) (14th wk). Thir- 
teenth week ended last Monday 
(27) held very nicely at $10,000 
after big $10,300 for 12th frame. 
Stays on. 





Buff Bogs Down With 
‘Spring,’ Slim $11,000 


Buffalo, June 28. 
With new product failing to stack 
up well and reissue combos in two 
houses, trade is way off currently. 
Neither “Happens Every Spring” 
and “Johnny Allegro” are doing as 
much as expected. “Stratton 
Story” is okay in holdover. 
Estimates for This Week 
Buffalo (Loew's) (3.500: 40-70)— 
“Stratton Story’ (M-G) (2d wk). 
Holding well at $11,000 after nice 
$14,000 opener. 
Great Lakes (Par) 
—‘“‘Happens Every Spring” (20th). 
Mild $11,000. Last week. “Colo- 
(Continued on page 18) 


(3,400; 40-70) 
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EDITORIAL 


By Jay Emanuel, the 
publisher of this poll. } 


fee “The result is not sur- 
| fy | prising, merit of prod- 
‘ os f£ ., uct, fairness of terms. 











. M-G-M won and easily 
<i, too. This proves there’s 






or 


something more to 
being the friendly 
company besides an 
apt phrase.” 














“QUESTION NO. 2:| 





QUESTION NO.1: 











“Which company’s product 
has meant the most to you at 
the box-office?” 


|THE ANSWER: _ 
M-G-M o 8 8 46.1% 


NEXT COMPANY. . . . 20.% 


Next . 
Next . 
Next . 





“Which company’s terms 
do you believe to be the 
fairest?” 


|THE ANSWER: _ 
M-G-M * © y* 42.2% 


NEXT COMPANY. . . 12.1% 
Next. . . .. .. . 10.4% 
a ee, 
Metta ks « se % so Oe 
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The Friendly Company is deeply grateful to the theatres of America for their overwhelming 
vote of confidence. M-G-M strives to merit your continued faith by offering when you need 
them most, the BIGGEST attractions on the market, such as‘“‘Neptune’s Daughter,” ‘Edward, 
My Son,” “Take Me Out To The Ball Game,” “Stratton Story,’ “Any Number Can Play,” 
“The Great Sinner,” ‘In The Good Old Summertime,” ‘‘Madame Bovary”’ and many others. 
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VARIETY 
British Dollar Crisis 








Power Blackouts Bring B.0. Blues 
To Sydney (Aussie); Radio Also Hit 


+ 





Hits London Pic Shares 


London, June 28 
Britain’s dollar crisis has caused 
a slump in film shares on the stock 
exchange, 


Steady Flow of Films Out of British = 


Studios Tips End of 





Prod. Crisis 


‘ we tae d poets on oe a of peony? im- Lendon. June 28. 

os , ; ! ° cuts on American films have co a ae pit ge tia . 
This key Aussie city : ~ - «' : es “oh ° > 7 Production crisis, which swept 
~_ erring 4 ries a "the | a co. bo. ee sant thea gre snp ryt Aussie Producer to Use the industry early this year and 
j ¥ ws. e Ty ; i ‘ . ‘n adm iat Sir Staflorc ripps ‘ e a _ : mre ismissals 1 
ose oldtime buriey snow 1 I : are , r led to wholesale dismissals anc 
aide is that the Electricity Com- | p : we wri is concerned with dollar drain, London Stars in Sy dney shuttering of studios, has died 

: . okio, June 2 » ‘ aa? ae P ‘ Bios me z : heir ts yr Male ‘ : 

mission pundits can’t generate oe rrr ; 7 he appreciates that Britain Sydney, June 14. down and the ‘ritish industry is 
enough “juice with present an- = apan Communist Party, and the ag“ ty by bread alone Elsie Bever, who originally came firding its owt el. A steady flow 
tiquated equipment to meet the red-dominated Japan Radio Work- oard of Trade has stated that here as biz manager for the Old of pictures beiig maintained in 
needs of the community. In this ers Union, launched a concerted the Harold Wilson-Eric Johnston . 4 ig Ey the main studios. Majority of studi- 
city of nearly 2,000,000, at least drive to gain control of the Broad- agreement, calling for 40°¢ quota i¢ troupe last year with sir Lau- os. which went dark in the peak 
1 900,000 oldtime kerosene lamps casting Corp. of Japan, nation’s runs for another year and abroga- rence Olivier and Vivien Leigh depression period, are likely to re- 
‘ into action when the local) monopoly network. Commie groups UoOn has never been suggested has completed arrangements with main closed for some time although 


spring : er : 
generators cease functioning which 


have formed the Society for the 


Whitehall Productions, headed by 


a heartening sign is the reopening 


is about four times nightly. Improvement of Radio Programs Kathleen Robinsén, Roland Walton of come smaller outfits. Latest 
Theatres not lucky enough to They have also adopted a slogan - and Richard Parry, to plane out news is that Twickenham studios, 
have gas plants and caught short calling for “control of the nation’s ro uction 0 é teams of British legit stars for {third in group controlled by Ship- 
when the lights go out have to give radio by the working people limited runs at the Minerva theatre man and King Alliance organiza- 
patrons their admission money In addition to demanding more here starting late this yeai Miss tion. likelv will start rolling in the 
back And that spells very sad yoice in the BCJ “Labor Hou P P gever goes to London to finalize next month 
boxoffice. Looks certain that the the union is insisting that the or ap iC 17 plans Rank organization production, 
caught-short exhibitors will be chorus of the Democratic Youth Understood that John Gielgud) since the closure of two Gains- 


ading soon with distribs for re- 


ple Organization ‘formerly the Young ‘“ and Googie Withers will be among borough studios at Shepherds Bush 
bates on these blackout nights. Communist League) sing the offi- the first topnotchers to come this and Islington, has been concen- 
Fortunately most of the key cine-| cial union song on the BCJ “Hit raine! I e way. Local talent will be used via trated entirely at Denham and 
mas have their own plants and parade.” The network refuses. ome agreement with the Aussie Actors’ Pinewood. To speed filming and 
get along okay. The only head- schemibblidiingimandiag : Equity cut budgets increased use is being 


ache is whether the supply of oil 


Tokvo, June 14 


made of the Independent Frame 


from abroad will hold out long Japan's first motion picture pro- technique. The specially adapted 

enough. Sant nies ew ays 00m duction code, patterned basically ’ stf¥ge at Pinewood, which has 
ce - stree ifth 5 Vind pia P = 

Recently in Pitt ceo Mic on the Johnston office code in the a ery S e S (0). already turned out a number of 


avenue of this city) 
those old Klondyke _lan- 
along with the latest mer- 
chandise from the world fashion 
markets. At the Minerva, King’s 
Cross, during the current run of 
the legiter. “Little Lambs 
Ivy.” the stage crew stand by with 
kerosene lamps to hand to actors 


selling 
terns 


East | 


Tel Aviv Legit 


Tel Aviv, June 15 
Legit activity here is strong with 
three new plays currently being 
presented and two more forthcom- 


U. S.. was officially adopted by 


industry leaders this week at a 


Tokyo's Pic 
Top 


Signing ceremony in 


cadilly theatre execs of 


nearly all production, distrib and 


theatre operating companies’ in 


Japan fixed their signatures to the 


Set for U.S. Tour 


June 28 
Deal involving an investment of 
$250,000 has been set by Sol Hurok 


London 


modest efforts, is being used aya 
mode! for a similar stage now being 
constructed at Denham 

At the latter studio, five pix are 
in hand including John Mills’ pro- 
duction of D. H. Lawrence's “Rock- 
ing Horse Winner” and “Give Us 
This Day” which Edward Dmytryk 
is megging for Plantagenet The 


when the ig cs slo b ing. Habimah is offering Jakob joint pact which pledges all three to take over the Sadler’s Wells Disney live version of “Treasure 
Nabe film theatres complain De- | Horovitz’ translation of the Max branche , ae aihidn | os ;' Island” starts July 4. 

-e patrons will not venture out cy ie ~ Dranches of the industry to abide No. 1 ballet company for a 10-week ; ia 
eause patrons V Zweig biblical tragedy Shaul by terms of the “Motion Picture a ae heehee ay There is also greater activity at 
on streets completely blacked out The play, which has been kicking Code of Ethics.” season this fall in N. Y. Company pinewood where three pictures are 
(worse than during the World around for about five years, has ede | sili ' flies over on Oct. 1 and opens at. on the floor and a fourth will start 

, , " » ¢ 2c . ; 3s 4 ¥ > , ’ ; , , 
War). The result is that business not been revised and therefore iihee ai subi ie * - ; Macstees the Metropolitan Opera House | shooting when a location unit re- 
2 3 ati - . : Sa ; ; é Jap: ‘Sse — . : . > . mn ° 8 
is taking a beating. Radio is get-| overlooks certain topical problems. ie’ eee ae Bom ; "he posse Oct. 9. They will be in New York) turns from Tunisia. 
ting a kicking around also, be- Neverthless the production by Fin- ois Bs saedias th " . lit 5 ‘© for four weeks and for the remain- Altogether there are 22 produec- 

: sss S P > he; Pe a- Pte ‘ate 
cause when the power goes Off, el] is decidedly more tasteful, ae nd soci oo . ee © ed ing six weeks of the tour will visit | tions on the floor, including a num- 
oor amit . . F society, le “elig “d- 43 
millions of radio sets go dark, ¢jean and less pathetic than former |, Pi me st oo: ey ” es €c- leading American cities ber which are obviously second 
i : se far . : = : ‘a : é ers and customs, Sex, Pn —_ ‘ F _— a . 
sometimes for one hour. And spon biblical plays by the same theatre. IS, SEX Opening show of tour will be the features and a further 28 com- 


sors aver that sales are dropping 





and repellent subjects. Sample 


Pianh 2 ; a se $Are ; ' er een eee * » pleted in recent weeks are due for 
considerably because of the power aoe Paecacel a %e ha provisions: revenge must be de- ‘Sia gaa, eet yg showing, Since the 45° quota 
nix and a failure to get their sales f I sess "1 Le re S Peace . nounced, use of firearms. sword, ot . Pr a oe honie Started last Oct. 1, 64 films have 
chatter over. 0 . Le onid eonov's In the Or- and other weapons shoul be re- ams : ta ie.” : “He stet" been previewed. 

The power officials say these chards, an exciting evening of stricted to essentials and should Variations, i I wie“ i Wed aes idishiiaeiaatetaeds 
blackouts will continue all winter | theatre. Concerning itself with life be careful so as not to inspire | ‘also by Tchaikovsky) and —Wed- 
with no relief until the introduc- Modern Russia, the play is over- others with a desire to imitate; —_ og cg gg = M Fil A t é P 
tion of new equipment late in 1950. crow eded_ with incidents and suse nudity, dressing, undressing, inde- 4 number of shows has pet n Cal ex riim ACtor $ ay 
ple. Performances by K. Barov, cent exposure, dances and bed- ried out by Robert Helpmann and ee 0/ - 
: Batia Lancet and Avraham Ben room scenes must be carefully pre- , frederick Ashton. Hiked 10-33%, Studios 
ja. 4 |’ L d Cli k | Yoseef are good sented so as not to excite baser Hurok has, meanwhile, present- 0» . 
Animal, on on IC ; The Chamber treatre, which has elements ed Marian Anderson, the Negro Pledge 60 Pix 7 Year 
, been reharsing a Hebraic adapta- Industry leaders also have Songstress, in a one-night show at ; ‘ 
Looks Set for Longrun; tion of Norman Krasna’s “Dear agreed to set up a production code Covent Garden last Sunday (26) Mexico City, June 2. 
‘ . « Ruth” for presentation in two committee within the Japan Mo- This was the star's 19th show since Pay hikes ranging from 10°o to 
Cycles Also Goes Big weeks, discovered that the current tion Picture Assn. Committee She began her Continental tour | 330, were awarded Mexican film 
offering at the Matate, “The Negev will examine all scripts, titles and !a@St month. 


London, June 28. 
Enthusiastic reception and unan- 
imous critical acclaim greeted the 
opening of “Male Animal” at the 


Animals Came to Town.” is similar 
in theme to their contemplated 
presentation. The play was written 


advertising matter and will put a 
stamp of approval on acceptable 
material. Distribs and exhibs have 





London Films, Wilcox’s 


actors in a new wage pact made by 
the National Actors Assn. and the 
Producers Assn. The weekly sti- 
pend for stars has been hiked from 


by Josef Lewi, who denies he ever agreed not to handle films or dis- ° rs . 
New theatre yesterday (27). Henry saw the film version of “Ruth,” play ads that do not carry the Unit Set for Canada preted 1 cen «one Nas 
Sherek is presenting the play, which was shown here about a JMPA stamp and which do not now get $13 more-than the $125 


which was excellently produced by 
Roy Rich. Notable performances 
were turned in by the cast, with 


year ago. 
Harold Clurman has arrived here 
to direct the Habimah production 


conform to the code. 


Adoption of the code is some- 
thing of a triumph for the Motion 


London, June 28. 


Distribution deal by the Korda | 


group of London Films and Her- 


they were previously drawing. Sup- 
porting plavers have been split in- 
to two classes with the first seg- 


Arthur Hill, Barbara Kelly and of “Monteserrat,” which will be picture and Theatrical Branch in| bert Wilcox’s Imperadio Films has | Ment getting $112 in comparison to 

Guy Kingsley Pointer in the prin- presented in Israel for the first the occupation headquarters aiindiohs been set with Eagle Lion Films of the $88 they were formerly making. 

cipal roles, time on June 25. The play was first pac been trying for the last two Canada. Producers covered by the The second segment _ has ‘ been 
It looks set for a comfortable produced in Paris last year and is years or more. to persuade the new arrangement include Carol | upped from $57.50 to $75. Weekly 

run. scheduled for Broadway this sea- Nipponese industry to pense such | Reed, Powell and Pressburger, obligatory overtime has been cut 
“Ice Cycles of 1949,” transferred son. A Hebrew production of “Mid- gejf-regulating machinery. The Launder and Gilliat, Anatole de from 22 to 10 hours. 


by John H. Harris from America, 


summer Night's Dream” is being 


new code, however, is not a state- 


Grunwald, Anthony Havelock-Al- 


Stars, who were previously get- 


Opened with a bang last Wednesday prepared by the London producer ment of occupation policy nor does lan, Anthony Asquith and Robert ting $22.50 for a day’s work were 
(22) at vast Empress Hall arena. Julius Gellner for presentation by j, put an end to the occupation’s Donat. given a $9 boost on daily jobs. 
The same night, Cicely Court- Habimah’s young members. censorship authority to which all First of the pix affected by the Featured players have been hiked 
neidge launched “Her Excellency,” een ne pix exhibited in Japan are sub-/| deal will be released in the Do- from $17.50 to $25 per day. Both 


overlong 

drome 
The 8.000 seat arena was packed 

for the iceshow, biggest of its kind 


musical, at the Hippo- 


ever in London. Warmly acclaimed, | 


it should have little difficulty run- | 


ning until fall. Capable cast went 
over well with standout ballet work 
by Jeanne Matthews, making pro 
debut in show. Hugh Forgie and 
Stig Larson in badmintion match 
as well as Leo Loeb and Howard 


Hot Weather Sloughs 


Show Biz in Ireland 

Dublin. June 24. 
With the mercury pushing up 
above 80 degrees biz in both film 
and legit houses has taken a nose- 
dive here. Both Abbey and Long- 
ford Productions are currently 


ject. 

Move should please U. S. Motion 
Picture Export Assn. reps here 
who have complained in the past 
that moral laxity of Japanese pix, 
particularly in theatre-front ad- 
vertising, has placed the more 
circumspect American product in 
an unfavorable competitive posi- 
tion. 





minion before the end of the year. 
These will include: “The Winslow 
Boy,” “Spring in Park Lane,” 
““Maytime in Mayfair” and “Bonnie 
Prince Charlie.” 

Oscar Hanson will represent 
London Films in Canada and will 
have headquarters in Toronto. 


Part of Drive For Canadian Dollars 
Toronto, June 28. 


|'making $17.50 and 


classes of supporting players have 
been given a $2.50 raise for their 
daily chores with the first segment 
the second 
drawing $15. 

Other features of the pact are 
that no film work can be done after 
8 p.m. and that the producers are 
pledged to make 60 pix a year. If 
they fall short of that number, the 
players have a right to cancel their 
contracts. 





Sulliv: Reis sf sa : shuttered for vacations, but Ilsley- r e Deal whereby Eagle Lion of 

par,» comics were also above | McCabe Co. at the Gaiety with Ar: Noel Coward’s First Film Canada, Ltd., will distribute 29 
i) ae er thur Macrae’s “Traveller’s Joy” ; ae m Korda-Wilcox pictures in Conad: 

acne Excellency will have & and National Players at the Gate Thesping Chore Since.’42 was adietianal here tev Prank AU. S. PIX ENTERED IN 
gs) me contending with the with “Now Barrabas” still are limp- London, June 28. | Fisher, general manager of com- 


early heat and unfavorable notices 


LOCARNO FESTIVAL 


Miss ‘oOurtne} oa ube wer ing along. : Py Noel Coward is turning film ac- pany after the arrival of James A. 
i Courtneidge’s performance | Top pix of the week are “Ed- ,. ‘a tang hon vote tir » since Cowan, J. Arthur Rank’s Canadi 
as lauded but supporting com- war cant? (00) ed Riven’ | Sl Be ee ee ee ee es —— = ene Zurich, June 18 
ward, My Son eiteede ' 1942 when he played the lead in his rep. Deal comes at a time when : ; 7 


Pany was undistinguished. 





(UA) but they played to less than 


vic, “In Which We Serve.”’ Coward 


British government is launching a 





Ten pictures have been set thus 


_ moderate ved _—~ ian alt Le yet is subbing for Michael Redgrave in Major campaign for Canadian dol- far for the fourth Locarno Festi- 

“ ° after one week. asing O < “The / ished lars. Pact involves 116 se ~ 7 wl 
TV sag eg _ the top role of “The Astonished !al nvolves 116 houses ya} to be held July 8-17. with only 
Irst Aussie Test er _ —— gta Heart,” a Coward-scripted play. Re- across Canada. four U.S. films entered. They are: 
Sydney. J 29 ed reason for the drop In Do» - portedly, he is taking over at Red Home tte Mambo” (Sabh- 
The firs _ y, une é biz at legit houses since they wont gdh t si ee lather dot S - rong I un (Par); 
steele ieee, Producing outfit always counted on visitor coin at 8t4V€S ee eee ee “Enchantment” (RKO); “Yellow 


in Australia. 


International Televi-- 


this time of year 





he was unsuited for the part 











Sam Schneider Abroad 


Sky” (20th) and “Lady in Ermine” 


rence seabtne Ltd., held its initial s abt = Coward is also associate pro- Samuel Schneider, Warner Bros, ‘2th. Italy's outstanding entries 
The mianm yoni Rapes 2 Denny's Vienna Broadcast ee ee Ba Poca! gop Pe vice-prexy, sails for London to- to Ge _. ‘“adri di Biciclette 
With Television Film Production | . r : ae wall t i. iedmen ‘Box unit. Celia Johnson Elizabet! Foie _ Queen ~ ne a sa ye 
Ltd. in London expects to take George V. rhage a witir strive and Margaret Leighton will share |< — for confabs with Arth ur France has four pictures entered. 
about two years before they actual- Sat 5S. Rea-White-Blue station. billing with Coward. ten tee ee ee | cence ee Dee Se See See 
ly start televising rograms for ous. “ i ag ith station used ; he we reg raconoge —_ raced mrs n Seee Set Seen 
the home. p s phy 9 my dy ee Sli | Biren “gp sangbe poli eg eens e “ - be y cece = 
a s E é fart . Schneide als ‘om Lon- le final day ommittee to 
the Rovernment wi eee etnes chee Brominent jericans ‘will | Gy Page 18, | Spt, Paria for, talks with Joe pick winners consists of six. top 
or whether it will operate sony participate and both languages 5 SEU, s Continental man- zerman, French, Italian and Swiss 
mercially. ager. critics. 


will be used. 
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FOUNTAINHEAD 








1O-MILLION READERS! 











“STARRING 


GARY COOPER 


[HE'S ROARK WHO LIVED BY NO RULES! | 














[SHE'S DOMINIQUE WHO HAD TO LOVE THAT WAY! | 





with RAYMOND MASSEY » KENT SMITH 
ROBERT DOUGLAS + HENRY HULL + RAY COLLINS 


owee KING VIDOR ve HENRY BLANKE — *~ 


Screen Play by AYN RAND From her Novel “The Fountainhead’ * Music by MAX STEINER 









“No man takes 
what’s mine!” 
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8 St. Martin’s Place, Trafalgar Square 


Yanks Send Nitery Biz in Paris 


VARIETY 
Mex Pix Loans Increase 


Mexico City, June 21. 


INTERNATIONAL 13 


Govt. Backing of Argent. Producers 

















Soaring; 30 Spots $200,000 Weekly 


Paris, June 21. + 

It takes no wizard to tell whose 
money is currently keeping Paris 
showbiz out of red. The coin being 
prought in by American tourists 
js the answer. Of the spots most | 
helped by this influx, Folies Ber- 
gere and Casino de Paris revues 
are the champs, with Mogador and 
Chatelet musicals also doing well. 
atch all tourist trade, the revue 


pl are even forsaking the 
weekly rest day theatres are sup- 
posed to take. The Lido (nitery) 
and the Tabarin_ floorshows are 
packed nightly. When the opera 
has an Offering that can mean 


internationally, it also 
does business Kirsten Flagstad 
with “Tristan” in German grossed 
about as much in one day as the 
take for the balance of the week. 

Other houses benefiting from the 
seasonal visit of out-of-towners. 
After two years ‘Petite Hutte” is 
still playing to capacity. And the 
Mitty Goldin vaude house, eB. 
very French is taking in over $10,- 
000 weekly, by selling the peren- 
nial Mistinguett to the hicks and 
to sentimental Parisians. 

The 50 stages in Paris add up to 
slightly under $200,000 for the 
week starting June 16. Biggest 
daily take was for Kirsten Flag- 
stad at the Opera, $4,500. 

Folies Bergere is doing. about 
$3.000 daily, and the Casino near 
$2,500 

Chatelet 


something 


(“White Horse Inn”) 
took about $12,000 per week and 
Mogador (“Violettes Imperiales’’), 
about $7,000. Latter is another mu- 


sical. 
At the Francaise, over half of 
the biz came from two showings 


of Paul Claudel’s “Satin Slipper.” 


Mex Film:Bank Chief 
Sees New, Cheaper Peso 
Helping Pix Industry 


Mexico City, June 28. 
Dollar stabilization at 8.65 pesos 
per dollar is certain to benefit the 
Mexican pie industry because it 
should force the production of raw- 
stock and some apparatus in Mex- 





ico (imports of these are now at 
a new-high cost) and afford more 
coin from exports, according to 


Andres Serra Rojas, head of the in- 
dustry’s Banco Nacional Cinema- 
tografico 

He admitted that much money 
is necessary to produce rawfilm | 
and make cinematographic  ap- | 
paratus in Mexico. He indicated 
that there must be government aid 
for both propositions. However, 
with much more coin for produ- 
cers from exports (they only got 
4.85 pesos on a dollar a year ago). 
the banker hopes they will form 
a fund to finance home production 
of rawstock and some equipment. 
The rawfilm making plan has been 
simmering for some time. That of 
manufacturing equipment in Mex- 
ico is new. 

Home exhibition was cited by 
the banker as another monetary 


hope for the Mexican trade. He 
Pointed to the leap in the gross 
of local cinemas from 75,000,000 


Pesos in 1947 to an expected 100.- 
000,000 pesos this year. The bank- 
er also pointed to the aid which 
the sovernment of President 
Miguel Aleman gives the Mexican 
pic industry, 

_ Forecasting a new high produc- 
tion this year of 100, compared 
with 81 in 1948. Rojas admitted 
that 60 to 70 pix a year are about 
economically right for Mexico. 


Geo. Griffith in U. S. 
George Griffith, divisional op- 
erator for Hoyt's, the Australian 
theatre circuit, is in New York on 








a two-week once-over of Ameri- 
Can theatre operations. This is 
not his first U. S. visit. having 
been at the Roxy in the 1920s. 


Griffith’s las ie “ : 
938 S last N. Y. trip was in 


ve 





2 Yanks Pix Players Quit Italy 
Pare Rome, June 21. 
tree Curtis and Franco Corvaso, 
Staiy wees actors, this week quit 
i head for the U.S. Curtis 
1948 “— in Italy since November. 
Ca a He appeared in “Pirates of 
lat the indie starring Louis 
4yward completed in April. 
Pte Pen who Was an Italian film 
in 1947 4 ars ago, returned to Italy 
of ad i play in the Gregory Rat- 
shaees duction of “Cagliostro, 
of pe reon W elles, and “Prince 
Bot! ns With Tyrone Power. 
1 plan to return here later. | 





Shoot ‘Fame’ Italo Pic 
Around Injured Cerdan 


Rome, June 21, 

of Fame,” Italian 
made by the Pro- 
ducers Association in Rome. has 
started at Scalera Studios It is 
being shot around Marcel Cerdan. 
French boxer, one of the principal 


“One Night 
picture being 


characters, who is in New York 
suffering from arm injuries re 
ceived in Detroit match with La 
Motte 

The ex-champion will fly here as 
soon as possible to fulfill his con 
tract with the film company Pic 
ture features Ferruccio Tagliavini, 
Mischa Auer, William C. Tubbs 


and Marilyn Buford 





U Gets New Unit 
For Brit. Distrib 


June 28 

A batch of new Universal-Inter- 
national productions are to be han- 
dled in Britain through an inde- 
pendent distributor and not 
through the Rank outfit, General 
Film Distributors. Known as the 
Golden Arrow group, the pictures 
are to be handled by Eros Films, 
a comparatively new organization 
controlled by Phil and Sid Hyams. 

Among the productions involved 
are the Deanna Durbin starrer 
“For Love of Mary,” William Pow- 
ell’s “Mr. Ashton Was Indiscreet,”’ 
and “Letter From an Unknown 
Woman.” Group also includes two 


London, 


Technicolor productions, ‘Black 
Bart, Highwayman” and ‘Red 
Canyon.” 

Transfer of the product away 
from the Rank organization is be- 
lieved to have resulted from the 
growing dissatisfaction by U execs 
at the treatment given some of 
their top product on Odeon and 


GB circuits. These often played as 
second features to inferior British 
product and at times being put out 
without any advance publicity. 


Carroll Honored by British 
Sydney, June 14. 
Garnet Carroll, partner with Sir 
Ben Fuller in the Fuller-Carroll 
legit combo. has been awarded the 
Order of the British Empire for 
his work in fostering presentation 
of British plays and performers in 
the Aussie zone, including the Old 
Vie Co. and the Ballet Rambert. 
The F-C combo now is playing 
the Noel Coward show, “Present 
Laughter,” at the Palace here. 





Doris Dowling to ‘Othello’ Cast 


Rome, June 21. 
Actress Doris Dowling left for 
Paris last week to plane out and 
join “Othello,” Shakespearean film 
being made by Orson Welles in 
North Africa. When the North 


African scenes are completed, the 
entire unit will go to Venice as 
their next location spot 

Others in the cast include Betsey 
Blair and Liam MacLiammoir (of 
the Gate theatre, in Dublin). 














Current London Shows 


(Figure shows weeks of run) 
London, June 28 
“Ann Veronica,” Piccadilly (6) 
“Annie Get Gun,” Col's’m (108). 
“Beau Stratagem,” Lyric (9). 
“Brigadoon,” Majesty (11) 
“Belinda Fair,” Strand (14). 
“Black Chiffon,” West (9) 
“Champagne Delilah,” New (3) 
“Daphne,” Wynd. (14). 
“Dark of Moon,” Ambas‘dor (11) 
“Foolish Gent’w'n,” Duch. (18). 
“Happiest Days,” Apollo (66). 
“Harvey.” Wales (26). 
“Heiress,” Haymarket 
“Her Excellency,” Hipp (1). 
“Ice Cycles,” Empress (1) 
“Lady's Burning,” Globe (8 
“Latin Qt. Revue.” Casino (15 


(99) 


“Lilac Time,” Palace (10) 
“Male Animal,” New (1). 
“Oklahoma!”, Drury Lane (113 
“On Monday Next,” Comedy (4 
“One Wild Oat.” Garrick (30) 


“Sauce Tartare,” Cambridge (6 


“September Tide,” Ald. (29). 
“Third Visitor.” York’s (3) 
“Tocether Again,” Vic. Pal. (116 
“Two Dozen Roses,” Lyric (5) 


“Worm’'s View,” Whitehall (114) 


Coin for film production has in- 
creased this vear with the industry 
having already taken out $2,581,- 
374 in loans, credits and discounts 
, from its own bank, the Banco Na- 
; clonal Cinematografico." 

An additional $65,982 in loans 
and discounts was drawn from the 
private bank, the Banco de la In- 
dustria Filmica. 


- 


Brisson’s Return 
A Denmark State 
Event; Knighted 





Cupenhagen, June 2¢ 
The hero’s homecoming that 
awaited Carl Brisson, the Danish- 


born American singer. was capped 
by King Frederick IX knighting 
the star. The ceremony took place 
during an audience with the Dan- 
ish ruler at his Castle Graasten, 
the royal summer residence. King 
Frederick bestowed the cross of 
the Order of Dannebrog on Bris- 
son. Latter’s wife, Cleo, is with him 
on a holiday, their first back home 
in many years 

Brisson. who was actor-manager 
of the premier Danish musichalls, 
had segued into show _ business 
from sports. He the amateur 
boxing champion of Denmark and 
Europe. In time he became known 
as “the Maurice Chevalier of Den- 
mark.”’ which got him British show 
biz attention in “The Merry Wid- 
ow’’—a big London hit—and thus 
a 1933 Paramount contract in Hol- 
lywood. Latterly. Brisson has been 


Was 


a potent American draw in the 
U. S. and Canadian class niteries 
and hotel rooms. His son, Fred- 
erick, is married to Rosalind Rus- 
sell, the film. star. 

When Brisson came home _ to 
Copenhagen he was met at the 
harbor by thousands — and the 
Statsradiofonien transmitted the 
whole thing. Both Carl, his wife, 
and their pianist-arranger, Dick 
Lewis. were interviewed over the 
radio and in all the newspapers 


in Copenhagen. 

Brisson has alwavs been a favor- 
ite with the Danish journalists. His 
personality and publicitv sense had 
his name in feature stories every 
day of the first couple of weeks he 
has been here. He visited his birth- 
place. wandered around in the old 
streets. where once he delivered 
milk as a boy. gave a new Ford 
car to the Danish World Friend- 
ship Foundation. which sends 
voung Danes to foreign countries 
for study. For the first time in 
his career, since he, 25 vears ago. 
left Denmark as a dancer to 
achieve fame in Eneland as Prince 
Danilo in ‘Merry Widow.” he 
showed his countrymen what he 
could do. In an hour-long broad- 
cast over Statsradiofonien he was 
interviewed by Denmark’s’ most 
popular radio journalist. Gunnar 
“Now” Hansen. and sang all his 
hits. from “I Kiss Your Hand. Ma- 
dame” to “When the Angelus Was 
Ringing.” It is reckoned that 90°; 
ot all Danish listeners heard the 
program. This last song he is going 
to record here for Polyphon, and 
he is also recording four old Dan- 
ish Xmas hymns 

From Denmark he going to 
Stockholm. where he also was a 
favorite before he went to England 


1S 


and America. Here he is singing 
at a big festival. arranged by the 


Swedish journalists’ and actors’ or- 
ganizations. From there he goes to 
England. probably returning to 
New York in August. 

While Brisson has 
over 10 vears. he 
the five most popula 
mark. 


been away 
still among 
sons of Den- 


Is 


Brisson Milks ’Em 
Copenhagen, June 18. 
Brisson, who once was a 
in Copenhagen play- 
ing the lead in a film short here, 
together with a company of milk 
The purpose of the film is 
the Danes to drink more 


Carl 


milk boy is 


bovs 
to get 


milk 


Cannes Festival Sept. 2-17 


Cannes, June 28 


Cannes Film Festival will be 
held this year Sept. 2 to Sept. 17. 
Prizes will be distributed for 
hest films and awards will also be 


given for best performances, pro- 
duction, photography, etc. 


Fails to Help Wavering Production 





E. Silverstone On Trek 
To 0.0. Aussie Setup 


Sydney, June 21 
Understood here that Emanuel 
Silverstone, brother of Murray 
Silverstone, 20th-Fox topper. will 


plane here soon on looksee of com 
pany setup. He also may name the 


Successor to tormer sales manage! 
Harrw Walker, who resigned be 
cause of ill health recently 
Silverstone also will probably 
look gver the product lineup when 
the Rank fare switches awav from 
20th-Fox to British Empire Films 
around next August Rank is a 50 
00 partner in BEF, a unit under 
the Greater Union tent headed by 


Norman B. Rydge. 


Only 2 New U.S. 
Pix Open in B. A. 


Buenos Aires, June 17 
Only two U. S. pictures have 
been released here in the current 


week, with Universal's “Kiss Blood 
off Hands” going into the Opera a 
day earlier than expected following 
the locally-made “Historia del 900.’ 


The latter did not gross even as 
well as some other Argentine pix 
first week being only $5,800. The 


other release was “Abbott and Cos 


tello Meet Frankenstein” (U), 
which opened at the Normandie 
June 15. 

Danielle Darrieux, a_ favorite 


with Argentine pre-war audiences, 
starred in the French produc 
tion “Story of a Sin” at the Biat 
ritz. 

Artistas Argentinos Asociados 
has an Italian film “Xmas in Camp 
1197” a tthe Monumental 

“Belinda” (WB) has marked 
up its 20th week at the Suipacha 

“Velvet Touch” (RKO) still 
big at the Gran Rex in second week 
(while “Escape” (20th) at the 
Ocean also has been held over for 
a second week. ) 

“Road House” (20th) opened at 
the Ambassador June 14, is getting 
tremendous word-of-mouth and 
may stay for some time. A number 
of locally-made pix are now show- 


1S 


IS 


ing, chiefly Lumiton’s “Yo no 
Elegi mi Vida” at Premier and 
Ideal; Emelco’s super production 


“Vidalita’” at Broadway; Interamer- 
icana’s “Otra Cosa es Con Guitar- 
ra” at the Iguazu; and “Juan Glo- 
bo” and “Historia del 900,” are 
beating records in city of Cordoba. 

Juan Guthmann of Interameri- 
cana is back from his European 
trek, in which he represented the 
Argentine Producers Assn., in an 
effort to line up the sale of Argen- 
tine pix in Italy and France. Guth 


mann left France without having 
been able to work out a deal simi 
lar to the one put through with 
Italy 





London Film Notes 


London, June 23 

MacLean Rogers will direct first 
picture for newly-formed Nettle- 
fold-Butcher’s film company at 
Nettlefold studios with Nigel 
Patrick starred Mario Zampi to 
do series of pics for Columbia 
with first due to go on lot middle 
August Gregory Ratoff finally 
set to arrive here July 1. with 
“My Sister Joy,” which he is to 
direct and produce tor Alexander 
Korda skedded to start shooting 
in Italy July 18. 

Herbert Wilcox wants John Pad- 
dy Carstairs to direct a film for him 
if he can get out of his J. Arthur 
Rank commitments Boulting 
Bros. doing new picture for Alex- 
ander Korda titled “Seven Days to 


Noon,” with shooting to start in 
July George and Alfred Black 
have closed deal with Charlie 


Chester to star in film which they 
will make for J. Arthur Rank as 
soon as Chester finishes his Black- 
pool summer season 


Victory Films Gets ‘Victory’ 

Victory Films Co headed by 
David Fine and Elias Marks, has 
acquired worldwide distribution 





righis to “Strange Victory.’ film 
on race discrimination 
Picture features Alfred Drake 


and Muriel Smith and had a briet 
run at the Ambassador, N. Y. 


+ Buenos Aires, June 21.” 


Judging by the number of reor- 
ganizations, resignations and the 
retrenchment being done at pres- 
ent by the Argentine film industry, 
the whole production setup here 
appears to be crumbling. And it 
is in such condition at a time when 
the government is backing pro- 
ducers’ recurring demands that 
other countries be jockeved into 
buying Argentina’s film production 
it they hope to get playing time in 
Argentine territory. 

Aside from the raw stock famine 
resulting from dollar deficit 
which is leading to the closing 
1ore studios, banks and other c 
tal investors are balking at footing 
the bill for films which they say do 
not justify such backing. The fact 
Argentine studios upped _ their 
output this Year, there being 31 
feature films ready for reiease, 
not take into account how 
quality has deteriorated. Directors 
blame the producers for the disor- 
ganized state of operations and say 
they can’t function well under such 

an alignment 


of 


ipl 


does 


Artistas Argentinos Asociados 
has been reorganized with Juan 
Carlos Bano, previously operator 


of a circuit in a Northern province, 
placed in chairman spot. This is 
the company which turned out such 
productions here as “La Guerra 
Gaucha” and “Su Mejor Alumno.” 


Ernesto Parentini, former sales 
manager, was made manager, 
San Miguel studios, now shut- 


tered, also is in a sorry state, with 
Narcisco Machinandiarena taking 


over from his brother Miguel. New 
capital is being lined up. 
Enrique Muino, an actor until 


recently one of the leading associ- 
ates in AAA, is launching produc- 
tion on his own with a new outfit 
called Inti Huasi. His first will be 
a biopic of the late radical presi- 
dent Don Hipolito Irigoyen, for 40 
vears a public idol in Argentina 

Emelco, Which made several flops 
last year under Hurt Loewe, is try- 
ing to work out an agreement with 
Interamericana, which would give 
that well-organized setup an impor- 
tant say in distribution and pro- 
duction 

Argentina Sono Film is the onlv 
major studio here not making a 
complete revamp. This is traced 
to the fact that this company has 
had good management and _ has 
turned out uniformly solid prod- 
uct. This studio, which just fin- 
ished “‘Almafuerte” with Narciso 
Ibanez Menta, currently is plan- 
ning a musical, “Story of the 
Maipo Theatre,” a review of the 
Argentine musical field for the last 
30 years. It is to be made by Luis 
Cesar Amadori. 

Shortage of raw stock has forced 
the shuttering of the new. well- 
equipped Mapol Studios. 


Calypso Belt Keen On 
What Pix Click on B’way, 
Reports Rank’s Weait 


New York’s remarkable power to 
penetrate beyond the country’s bor- 
ders and pre-sell big-grossing films 
to regions as remote as the Carib- 
bean islands is attested to by Rob- 
ert Weait, J. Arthur Rank’s direc- 
tor of Latin American activities. 
Weait, who has just returned from 
a seven-week junket through the 
Caribbean, declares that the pub- 
lic in a number of these spots were 
asking when hit pix, now playing 
in Gotham, would reach their lo- 
cales. 

He was quizzed by dozens of 
people. for instance, on Rank’s 
“Red Shoes” now staging a long 
run at the N. Y. Bijou. Publie is 
informed of Broadway showings by 
reading the New York newspapers 
or the  widely-circulating Yank 
mags and periodicals. Hence, a suc- 
cessful N. Y. run eases the job of 


building demand for pix in this 
area, Weait said 
“Hamlet” looks to be the top 


grossing Rank film of all times in 


the L.A. market, Weait declared 
Shakespeare filmization is doing 
better than “Seventh Veil,” here- 


tofore the record holder below the 
Rio Grande. 

While no currency 
on film money have yet been ex 
acted in the Caribbean, officials 
there are showing considerable 
nervousness over the decline in 
LU. S. stock prices. Filmites are 
concerned over the possibility of a 
crackdown in the near future Rank 


restrictions 


. otticial said. 
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Henry Ephron and Marian Spitzer; from 
story by Bert Kalmar and Harry Ruby; 
camera (Technicolor), Peverell Marley; 
editor, Irene Morra; dances, LeRoy Prinz; 


music, Ray Heindorf. Tradeshown June 
23, 49. Running time, 106 MINS. 

Marilyn Miller ‘ee June Haver 
Jack Donahue........ Ray Bolger 


PYank CAPE... .ccscvee Gordon MacRae 


Pop Miller : Charlie Ruggles 
Mom Miller Rosemary DeCamp 
Claire Miller Lee Wilde 
Ruth Miller Lyn Wilde 
Henry Doran Dick Simmons 
Shendorf S. Z. Sakall 
Himself Walter Catlett 
Ballet Specialty George Zoritch 

Oleg Tupine 
WROIGE. oo os - 3s cdeemnev es Lillian Yarbo 
M Beeman Paul E. Burns 
Doctor Douglas Kennedy 





“Look for the Silver Lining” is 
one of the year’s better musicals 
Based on the life of Marilyn Mil- 
ler. it’s a nostalsic song and dance 


treat, highly entertaining. Box- 
office returns wilf be good all 
down the line. 

Picture captures the flavor of 


the era and is dressed in a fetch- 
ing color garb that adds to its 
chances in the current film mar- 
ket. The tunes of the period, from 
the title number through ““Who?”, 
“Sunny.” “A Kiss in the Dark,” 
“Time On My Hands” and others 
have plenty of listener appeal as 
set up in the production, and the 
dances staged by LeRoy Prinz 
suggest, rather than copy, the top 
musical terping of Miss Miller. 
The William Jacobs production 
handsomely treats the varied 
facets of the Ziegfeldian reign, 
framing the human, backstage 
story with a kaleidoscope of ex- 
cerpts from her hit shows. The 
cast plays it to the hilt and June 
Haver, enacting Miss Miller, de- 
livers solidly in a showcasing that 
makes full use of her talents. 
Story opens and closes. back- 
stage at the Park theatre in Bos- 
ton in the mid-’30s when Miss 
Miller was preparing for a revival 
of “Sally.” It suggests the tragic 
tate that awaits the actress in 
1936 but. wise'y, does not play up 
her coming death. Device used 
for the flashback into the star’s 
career an old vaude program 
poster. Her life is picked up when 
she joins her vaude family to be- 
come the youngest member of the 
Five Columbians and the Bert 
Lamar-Harry R»by story, scripted 
by Phoebe and Henry Ephron and 
Marian Spitzer, rapidly spans her 


is 


rise to fame. There’s some per- 
missible literary license in pre- 
senting her life, and the writers 
have cloaked their tale with be- 
lievable situations and dialog. 
Miss Haver sings, dances and 
plays her role delightfully and 
Ray Bolger is a standout in his 
portrayal of Jack Donahue, an- 


other bright musical name of the 
era. His comedy and dancing 
come across solidly. Highlight of 
his performance is the production 


staging given his’ terping of 
“Who?” Gordon MacRae does 
strong vocals on the old show 


tunes in his role of Frank Carter, 
Miss Miller’s first husband. 

The Columbians, as played by 
Charlie Ruggles, Rosemary De- 
Camp and Lee and Lyn Wilde, 
smack of the old vaude teams and 
add materially to the picture’s 
humor. Dick Simmons, Walter 
Catlett and S. Z. Sakall are among 
the others pointing up the enter- 
tainment. 

David Butler’s direction welds 
the songs, dances and drama into 
a filmusical winner that is slanted 
for an excellent reception. His 
pece is sure and fast, showcasing 
the material to the best possible 
advantage. Among the Prinz pro- 
duction numbers, beautifully 
lensed in color by Peverell Mar- 
ley, the “‘A Kiss in the Dark,” sung 


by MacRae and danced by Miss 
Haver with George Zoritch and 


Oleg Tupine, is the standout. 
Brog. 
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Once Upon a Dream 

“Once Upon a_ Dream” 
(Rank), being released in the 
U. S. by Eagle Lion, will be 
tradeshown in N. Y. tomorrow 
(Thurs.). The film was re- 
viewed in VarIETY from Lon- 
don, Feb. 9, 1949, by Myro, 
who ealled it ‘a lightweight 
piece of entertainment that 
won't mean a great deal to 
American boxoffice.” Plot re- 
volves around a woman who 
dreams she has had an affair 
with her husband's’ ex-aide 
and wakes up in the morning 
believing it really happened. 
The story is set in an attrac- 
tive country residence, but un- 
folds with little movement. 
The main roles are suitably 
handled by Googie Withers 
and Griffith Jones. 


“The Fountainhead” (WB). 
Gary Cooper star value to help 
its chance. 

“The Great Sinner” (M-G). 
Peck - Gardner - Douglas in 
story of a gambler’s disinte- 
gration. Spotty b.o. 

“Lost Boundaries” (FC). 
Stirring documentary concern- 
ing a Negro passing as white; 
solid b.o. in special situations. 


“Rope of Sand” (Par). Ad- 
venture melodrama among 
African diamond fields, star- 
ring Burt Lancaster. OK b.o 

“The Daring Caballero” 
UA). Mildly-paced Cisco Kid 
western for secondary situa- 
tions. 

“Kind Hearts and Coronets” 
(British) (GFD). Sophisti- 


cated comedy looks fine for 
U.S. arty houses. 








In the Good Oid 
Summertime 
(SONGS—COLOR) 


Metro release of Joe Pasternak produc- 
tion Stars Judy Garland, Van Johnson; 
features S. Z. Sakall, Spring Byington, 
Buster Keaton. Directed by Robert Z. 
Leonard. Screenplay, Samson Raphaelson, 
Albert Hackett, Frances Goodrich, Ivan 
Tors from play by Miklos Laszlo; songs, 
Janice Torre, Fred Spielman, George 
Evanse Ren Shields, Beth S. Huston, Leo 
Friedman, Junie McCree, Albert Von 
Tilzer, E. Y. Harburg, Harold Arlen, A. 
Sterling, Ballard MacDonald, William 
Tracy, Lewis F. Muir; dances, Robert Al- 
ton: music, Georgie Stoll: editor, Adrienne 
Fazan; camera (Technicolor), Harry Strad- 
ling. Previewed N. Y., June 14, ’49, Run- 
ning time, 102 MINS, 
Veronica Fisher... ; 
Andrew Delby Larkin 
Otto Oberkugen S. Zz. 
Nellie Burke 


Judy Garland 
Van Johnson 
“Cuddles” Sakall 
Spring Byington 


Rudy Hansen Clinton Sundberg 
Hickey nee Buster Keaton 
Louise Parkson Marcia Van Dyke 
Aunt Addie Lillian Bronson 


Escapology as a seductive art is 
charted by Metro’s ‘In thes Good 
Old Summertime,” a _ glossy-spun 
weave of Technicolor, music and 
cheerfulness aimed to _ kid the 
drought away. With practically 
no story to worry the humidity- 
dodgers but some bright singing 
of nostalgic tunes and_ passably 
fresh humor, “Summertime” has 
what it takes for popular consump- 
tion. Judy Garland-Van Johnson 
will help too. 

The film’s big bailer is its musi- 
cal nostalgia. Where the slight 
story—actually, a running gag 
which can grow dangerously slim— 
threatens to wilt the pic, M-G 
scripters have pulled venerable 
fave tunes out of the hat to frisk 
the pace. Some of the best of the 
early 1900’s, such as the title num- 
ber, “Put Your Arms Around Me 
Honey,” “Wait Till the Sun Shines 
Nellie,” and a_ half-dozen others 
do valiant service. These oldtime 





numbers still heft plenty of zing | 


and appeal. 

As setting for these oldfashioned 
sparklers, the scene is Chicago at 
the turn of the century. Johnson 
and Miss Garland are sales help in 
a musical instrument shop of 
which S. Z. Sakall is the eccentric 
proprietor and proud owner of a 
Stradivarius. Chief jest and plot’s 
mainstay is the fact that the two 
leads are courting by mail while at 
swords-point at their work. Natur- 


ally, the lovers are unaware of 
their postal identities. 
Added byplay to this contre- 


temps are the risible cavortings of 
Sakall who is under the delusion 
that he is a master of the bow. A 
mixup in violins; Sakall’s belief 
that his expensive fiddle has been 
broken; threatened arrest of John- 
son who loaned the Strad; his 
forgiveness and promotion to sales 
manager total to a fair summation 
of the yarn. In time, too, Johnson 
and Miss Garland discover their 
postal amouring and clinch. 

Easily the chief luminary in the 
proceedings is Miss’ Garland’s 
singing of the ancient favorites; no 
great demands on her thesping are 
made. Miss Garland delivers 
these tunes with dispatch, simple 
appeal and nice rhythm. It’s the 
sort of vocalizing which will have 


the patrons stomping time to the 


soundtrack. 

Johnson’s portrayal of Miss Gar- 
land’s vis-a-vis is not as facile. Be 
it script requirements, direction or 
the actor’s own errors, he is fre- 
quently lensed unsympathetically 
in a celluloid tantrum of grimaces 
which are a cross between a scowl 
and a sulk. His wrangling with 
his salesgirl colleague borders on 
the tedious. 

Sakall’s eccentric proprietor is 
nicely calculated to add charm and 
humor to the film. His opposite, 
neatly delivered by Spring Bving- 
ton, carries the same quality. Bus- 
ter Keaton, drafted for a smail 
part as a sycophant and blunder- 
ing salesman, should win more 
beckonings from filmmakers. 


In the main, editing is excellent. 


| get 
| give it 


Warner Bros. release of Henry Blanke 
production. Stars Gary Cooper, 
Neal; features Raymond Massey? 
Smith, Robert Douglas, Henry Hull, 
Collins, Moroni Olsen, Jerome Cowan. 
rected by King Vidor. Screenplay, Ayn 
Rand, from her novel; camera, Robert 
Burks; editor, David Weisbart; music, Max 
Steiner. Tradeshown June 21, °49. Run- 
ning time, 112 MINS. 
Howard Roark 
Dominique 
Gail Wynand 
Peter Keating 


Patricia Neal 
Raymond Massey 
Kent Smith 


Elisworth Toohey Robert Douglas 
Henry Cameron Henry Hull 
Enright Ray Collins 
Chairman Moroni Olsen 
Alvah Scarret Jerome Cowan 
A Business Man Paul Harvey 
The Superintendent Harry Woods 
The Dean Paul Stanton 

“The Fountainhead” is a film 


with an idea and it clings to it with 
such complete tenacity that the end 
result is a cold, unemotional, 
loquacious feature. In its favor is 
the Gary Cooper name, the exploi- 
tation possibilities coming from the 
Ayn Rand bestseller, and the kind 
of ballyhoo shove it is certain to 
from Warners. These factors 
a chance to come through 
with strong grosses in certain sit- 
uations but the overall b.o. outlook 
is spotty. 

Because the plot is completely 
devoted to hammering home the 
theme that man’s personal integ- 
rity stands above all law, the pic- 
ture develops a controversial ele- 
ment that sharpens word-of-mouth. 
Latter will be either entirely pro 
or con, there being no middle 
ground to public acceptance or re- 
jection of the Rand philosophy. 

The garrulous script which Miss 
Rand did from her novel calls for 
a great deal of posturing by the 
cast and King Vidor’s direction 
permits much over-acting where 
underplaying might have helped 
develop a better emotional feeling 
and a truer sense of reality. Miss 
Rand’s story is pure fiction with- 
out the leavening of honest make- 
believe to aid in swaying the audi- 
tor in its favor. 

Cooper has an uneasy time in 
the miscasting as the plot’s hero, 
an architect who is such an individ- 
ualist that he dynamites a charity 
project when the builders alter his 
plans. Given lengthy sides to read, 
Cooper fails to sustain the mood 
demanded and the faltering deliv- 
ery emphasizes his bent for the 
monosyllabic. 

As Cooper’s co-star, Patricia 
Neal makes a moody heroine, afraid 
of love or any other honest feel- 
ing. Miss Neal is an actress of tal- 
ent and personality, but still has 
not adapted herself to the medium 
of celluloid where stagey theatrical 
tricks of projection are magnified. 
Firmer guidance from Vidor would 
have helped her showing. 

Raymond Massey is allowed to 
be too flamboyant as the publisher 
who backs the architect until his 
newspaper goes under. That phase 
of the plot strains at credibility, 
but is in keeping with the general 
mood of the script in presenting a 
sort of fictional biography based on 
a rather anarchistic social theme. 


Henry Hull, an older architect 
beaten down by comformity to 
custom; Kent Smith, an architect 


willing to conform; Robert Doug- 
las, opportunist columnist who mo- 
tivates most of the hero’s trouble: 
Ray Collins, Moroni Olsen, Jerome 
Cowan and others deliver to script 
and directorial demands. 

_ “Fountainhead” is a costly film, 
judging by the lush physical values 
given it under Henry Blanke’s pro- 
duction supervision. The archi- 
tectural creations are highly inter- 
esting; there is exceptionally good 
photography of the settings and 
cast by Robert Burks: a_ sound 
score by Max Steiner and other 
competent technical assists to help 
cloak the plot. Brog. 











The Queen of Spades 


“The Queen of Spades, 
British-made, which is sched- 
uled to open at the Cinemet 
theatre, N. Y., tomorrow 
(Thurs.) was reviewed in 
Variety from London, March 
30, 1949. The opulence of 
Imperial Russia at the begin- 
ning of the 19th century is 
the background for this legend 
of gambling and _ intrigue, 
which reviewer Myro thought 
“should have a notable suc- 
cess in art houses, but gen- 
eral tenor of the plot limits its 
appeal to most audiences.” 
The review also emphasized 
“that rarely has a British pic- 
ture so effectively captured 
the period atmosphere.” 


” 


Noted for an outstanding 
performance in her first film 
role is Edith Evans. On the 


most part, the cast is credited 
for their excellent cameos. 


Patricia | 
Kent | 
Ray | 
Di- | 


Gary Cooper | 


“well acted and should play 
to good business despite lack 
of marquee names.” He also 
pointed out that “it will need 
‘trimming to suit U. S. thea- 
tres.” 

Story revolving around a de- 
voted brother was credited in 
the review as being “adult and 
entertaining.” The film also 
boasts good performances by 
the entire cast. 








4 . 4 
The Great Sinner 

Metro release of Gottfried Reinhardt 
production. Stars Gregory Peck, Ava 
Gardner, Melvyn Douglas; features Wal- 
ter Huston, Ethel Barrymore. Frank Mor- 
gan, Agnes Moorehead. Directed by Rob- 
ert Siodmak. Screenplay. Ladislas Fodor 
and Christopher Isherwood, from story by 
Fodor and Rene Fueloep-Miller; score, 
Bronislau Kaper; camera, George Folsey; 
editor. Harold F. Kress; music, Andre 
Previn. Tradeshown N. Y., June 24, “49. 
Running time, 110 MINS. 
Fedja 
Pauline Ostrovsky 
Armand de Glasse 
General Ostrovsky.. 
Grandmother 
Aristide Pitard 
Emma Getzel 


Gregory Peck 

Ava Gardner 
Melvyn Douglas 
: Walter Huston 
. Ethel Barrymore 
2 Frank Morgan 
Agnes Moorehead 


Secretary Frederick Ledebur 
i) ees re Ludwig Donath 
JOWEIEF ... cer ccecece Curt Bois 
Hotel Manager....... Ludwig Stc «sel 
Valet Seals Erno Verebes 


The wages of gambling are just 
one darn IOU after another, and 
Metro is pointing to “The Great 
Sinner” as the endorsement of 
that theory. With Gregory Peck, 
Ava Gardner and Melvyn Douglas 
for the marquee dressing, and 
with a flock of names in capable 
support, “Sinner” is little more 
than an exposition on the moral 


collapse of a segment of 19th cen- 
tury European society. It is a 
story whose narrative is mal- 


joined, obtuse and lacking in sym- 
pathy. 

Somewhere along the line Dos- 
toievsky, the Russian _ novelist, 
seems to have been given the 
brushoff by the producers, for his 
“The Gambler” is certainly the 
basis for this period drama about 
the disintegration of a gambler. 
But he gets nary a roll for his 
yarn. let alone a production credit. 

“Sinner” is the story of a writer 
who, for the love of a woman, ac- 
quires the gambling habit. She is 
in hock to the owner of a casino, 
and he thinks that by getting lucky 
he can free her and her father 
from their gambling indebtedness. 
It is a story that sees him at first 
winning, with a phenomenal begin- 


ner’s luck, then ultimately disin- 
tegrating into a wastrel whose 


gambling obsession supersedes all 
else in his life. 

“Sinner” is in the typical tradi- 
tion of the Russian classicists, who 
lashed out at society’s excesses. 
But in “Sinner” neither the direc- 
tion nor the writing has captured 
the nuances nor the sensitivity in- 
herent in the original narrative. 
And if the players have not, in 
the main, captured the spirit or 
the feeling of the yarn, put it 
down to the failure of a typically 
American cast — especially the 
stars—to project characterizations 
that are so typically continental. 
As a result, “Sinner” lacks depth 
and credibility. 

Peck plays the writer who is 
detoured from his Paris destina- 
tion when he falls in love with a 
strange woman on a train, and 


ends up at the Wiesbaden gaming | 


tables. For one whose cinematic 
background has been one suggest- 
ing rugged character, Peck isn’t 
giving one of his acceptable por- 
trayals, especially in scenes where 
he is shown going completely to 
pieces. Ava Gardner plays the 
girl who is responsible for his 
moral collapse, and she, too, lacks 
the stature and conviction to keep 
the character in line. Melvyn 
Douglas gives a forthright per- 
formance as the casino’s operator. 
Walter Huston, as the girl’s weak 
father, is moderately believable, 
and Frank Morgan, as a gambler 
reduced to petty thievery and an 
-ultimate suicide, adds a touch of 
color to the situation. Ethel Barry- 
more completes the cycle of moral 
disintegrants, as a matriarch 
whose strength and dominance are 


destroyed by one last—and fatal— | 


fling at the tables. 
It has been so long since such 


torment and anguish have en-| 
gulfed Hollywood. It might all | 
have been avoided had the scene 


of the story been switched to the 
two-buck window at Santa 
Kahn. 





TECHNI’S 40c DIVVY 


Technicolor’s board has declared 


a dividend of 40c per share on the 
common stock. 
Pie will be cut July 20 with 
stockholders of record July 5 shar- 
; ing. 





Anita. | 


Marcia Carter.... 
Scott Carter.... 





ee el 

Howard Carter............ Richard nee 
Shelley Carter............ Susan Douglas 
Lt. TROMPOOR.. 2. 0eccc.0055 Canada Lee 
| Rev. John Taylor..... Rev. Robert Dunn 
| Mrs. Mitchell............ - Grace Coppin 
| Andy........s06 -+++.-Carleton Carpenter 
| Clint Adams....... eaves Set Arnold 
| ie. BERROOR 6 6 cccccccens Wendell Holmes 
|} Alvin Tupper.........+.. Parker Fennelly 
Loren Tucker 


ose eeningen Ralph Riggs 
William Greaveg 
Rai Saunders 


| Arthur Cooper 
| Jesse Pridham 


POMIGOE . vcs nc cwnes wWeyvrey i t. Whipper 
Dr. Walter Brackett Morton Stevens 
Dr. Cashman : Maurice Ellis 


| Mr. Bigelow 
| Baggage Man 


aie we mee Ale xander Campbell 
| Detective Staples = 


Edwin Cooper 
Royal Beal 


SOOM... veccscovecs Peggy Kimber 
Dr. Howard..... ‘ Emory Richardson 
Mrs. Taylor .....Patricia Quinn O’Hara 
, Nurse Richmond Margaret Barker 


Second entry in the pioneering 
cycle of anti-Negro films, “Lost 
Boundaries” probes deeply and 
skillfully into the clot of preju- 
dices surrounding the Negro in 
American life. This is a docu- 
mentary lit up by an urgent mes. 
sage and expressed in eloquently 
simple cinematic phrases. 

It also shows that the U. S. film 
industry, having once decided to 
tackle the most explosive issue in 
the U. S., is capable of extraordi- 
‘nary courage, intelligence and 
‘human sympathy. Louis de Roche- 
mont fashioned this film after W, 
L. White’s Reader’s Digest story 
about a Negro doctor who “passed” 
as a white man for over 20 years, 
Although approaching the _ issue 
from an entirely different angle 
than Screen Plays’ “Home of the 


Brave,” the two films have sue- 
ceeded in driving home their 
ideological point with dramatic 
poignancy and uncompromising 
honesty. “Home of the Brave” is 
a slicker, more professional job, 


but both pix are equal in effective- 
ness. 

“Lost Boundaries” is a_ solid 
commercial item, even though it’s 
irreverent to calculate the value 
of enlightenment in terms of profit 
‘and loss. Budgeted at $600,000, 
the film’s b.o. potential will extend 
far above that figure. Smart pro- 
motion and specialized playdating 
will be important factors in sell- 
ing this film to a maximum but, 
in any case, it will have no trouble 
in recouping its cost. plus. And 
that takes in the pic’s virtually 
guaranteed tabus in large sectors 
of the south. 


Major source of the film's 
strength derives from its unusual 
theme. The story of a Negro fam- 


ily assimilated into a New Eng- 
land community is narrated as a 
| personal tragedy that will impinge 
on all filmgoers irrespective of 
color. The emotion of this story 
|is so irresistible that it continu- 
ally breaks through the restraint 
of the film’s subdued, and even flat 
documentary tone. Judging from 
its tear-duct stimulation, it’s a 
surefire women’s film. ; 

The story of the Negro medico 
is traced from his early failure to 
surmount the barriers of discriml- 
nation to his emergence as a re- 
spected member of a community 
‘deceived by the whiteness of his 
skin. Initial half of the film 
sharply poses the moral problem 
involved in this deception which 
is finally solved by necessity and 
the advice of the doctor's colored 
friends. 

Later, the problem shifts upon 
the doctor’s two children who have 
been raised as whites and who 
have absorbed some of the uncon- 
scious anti-Negro prejudices 0 
their friends. The future dilemma 
of the parents is painfully fore- 
shadowed during a sequence I 
which the daughter shouts at her 
parents: “I don’t want any coons 


visiting my house.” Later, = 
deception falls apart when. — 
the father and son are rejecte 


for Navy commissions during the 
Second World War on_ racia 
grounds. : 
With his world crumbling into 
resentment and confusion, the boy 
(Continued on page 20) 


—————;: 








| Daybreak 
“Daybreak” (Rank). trade- 
shown in N. Y. Monday (27), 


was reviewed in Variety trom 
London June 2, 1948, by Cane, 
who felt “there is little hope 


for it on U. S. screens.” Re- 
view noted that, according to 
Sydney Box, producer of the 
| film, the picture had — 
| badly mutilated by the British 
censor, accounting for the 
anaemic condition of the story, 
which deals with capital 
punishment. Film may) ~~ 
some patronage through on 
marquee lure in Ann Todd an 


Eric Portman. ° 1 the 
Pie is being released 1n 
U. S. by Universal. 
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EL Still Operating in Black, Despite — 
Slow Product Flow, Possible Sale 


While negotiations for the sale+ 
of Eagle Lion plod along into the) 
second month, the company has | 
been consistently operating in the; 
black for the longest period in its) 
history. Despite a tapering in the | 
flow of new product from its Hol-| 
Jywood lot, EL is still doing over | 
$300,000 weekly business on its 
present releases. Since the break- 
even point is at $275,000 or there- 
abouts, current obligations are be- 
ing handled without difficulty. 

Playing an important part in 
EL’s display of staying power Is a 
big climb in the company’s over- 
seas take. Foreign wing is current- 
ly doing better than $100,000 week- 
ly on actual dollar remittances. It | 
will earn $2,000,000 in remittances 
for the year and gross $4,000,000 
in all. This figure is not included | 
in the better than $300,000 weekly 
which the outfit is grossing domes- | 
tically. | 

Overseas earnings are far ahead | 
of last year, mainly because the | 





company had very few pix dis-| 


tributed in foreign countries until 
the present semester. It is now far 
ahead of the previous year because 
of its slow start. Almost all of this 
coin, however, has been pledged di- 
rectly to the banks under an ar- 
rangement set up earlier in the 
year. 

Two big aids to EL’s profitable 


biz are Walter Wanger’s “Tulsa” | 
and J. Arthur Rank’s “The Red 
Shoes.” The Wanger production, 


released last month, is bringing in 
$100,000 weekly, while ‘Shoes’ 
continues to rack up $60,000. Bal- 
ance of the crop, consisting of some 
of Rank’s other pix, the last from 
the studio and a smattering of 
product from David O. Selznick 
make up the difference. 

Weekly take, however, is due for 
a sharp dip in the next couple of 
months unless EL can rush some 
native product to the _ theatres. 
There is not much likelihood of it, 
since only two films, both being 
produced by Bryan Foy as his 
swansong with EL, are now before 
the cameras. 

In an effort to bulwark future 
releases, EL is grouping all Selz- 
nick tailend selling and reissues 
within the next couple of months. 
June slate includes ‘Duel in the 
Sun,” “Paradine Case,” 
Blandings Builds His Dream 
House,” and “Intermezzo.” ‘Por- 
trait of Jennie” and “Rebecca” are 
set for July. 

This takes care of the important 
Selznick pix handled by EL with 
the exception of “The Fallen Idol.” 
Peculiar dual sales arrangement 
has been set for that pic which 
Selznick has from Sir Alexander 
Korda for U. S. distribution under 
a reciprocity tieup’ Both EL and 
Selznick sales staffers will share 
in booking first-runs in the U. S. 
Apparently, whichever unit is 
equipped to make a particular deal 
will do so, and each outfit will be 
credited with the rentals which it 
collects. No release date has been 
set vet for “Idol.” 

EL is now benefiting by an ordi- 
narily dubious advantage—that of 
abnormally slow liquidation of its 
product. Since much of its prod- 
uct has been played off only par- 
tially, company is still collecting 
rentals on bookings which the av- 
erage major would have slotted 
much earlier. 


Rep’s 4006 
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large as the same period in 1948 
($236,832) and considerably bigger 


than the first quarter (November, 
December and January) of the 
current fiscal vear. During that 


period net before taxes, which was 
the only figure reported, was $413.- 
800. which probably means around 
275.000 after taxes. 

On basis of second quarter earn- 
ings, the year should show a net 
of better than $1,000,000. This 
compares with a loss of $349,990 
for the months of fiscal 1948 
Reduced costs of operation and 
lower picture amortizations  ac- 
count for Rep’s present strong po- 
sition. 

Second auarter took such a spurt 
principally because it reflects Rep’'s 


> 4 
a 


income from “Wake of the Red 
Witch.” one of its most successful 
films. 


“Mr. | 


The Convincer 

Eagle Lion’s remarkable 
buoyancy in the face of con- 
stant dickering for its sale and 
production hamstringing was 
dramatized by a development 
this week. Three top EL dis- 
trib execs—William J. Heine- | 
man, veepee in charge of dis- | 
tribution, and his two aides, L. 
Jack Schlaifer and Milton E. 
Cohen — have been handed 
checks repaying them in toto 





the past 12° weeks. Schlaifer 
is ass’t general sales manager 


and Cohen, eastern division 
chief. 
Heineman’s check totaled 


$6,000; Schlaifer’s $1,800, and 
that of Cohen, $1,200. Heine- 
man had agreed to reduce his 
$1,500 weekly salary by $500 
for the 12-week stretch, while 
Schlaifer’s reduction was $150 
weekly and Cohen, $100. 

Trio’s understanding with 
management was that they 
would be repaid the lopped 
salaries if EL’s rentals during 
the period went above the 
breakeven figure. 


OPPOSITION TIES IN TO 
PLUG ANTI-COMMIE PIC 


Reading, Pa., June 28. 
Akin to ‘“man-bites-dog” is the 
cooperation handed Jay Emanuel’s 
Rajah theatre by four of its com- 
peting houses on the upcoming run 
of Republic’s “The Red Menace.” 
With the anti-commie picture 
scheduled to open Aug. 8, the 
other theatres will assist by run- 

ning a trailer plugging the film. 


Good-will arrangement was 
worked out in cooperation with 
Joe Vogel of Loew’s, for the Colo- 
nial; Fabian’s Lou Golding for the 
Ritz and Embassy, and Warners’ 
Harry Kalmine and Ted Schlanger 
for the Warners. Spokesman for 
the four houses, in explaining the 
move, said “patriotism comes be- 
fore precedent.” 











Schaefer and Hacking’s 
New Sound Service Biz 


Image & Sound Service Corp., 
specializing in maintenance of 
theatre sound equipment as well 
as large screen television, has been 
organized by George J. Schaefer 
in association with several other 
industry toppers. He is board 
chairman. 

President and general manager 
is Lon J. Hacking, who was with 
Electrical Research Products, Inc. 
and Altec Service Corp. for more 
than 20 vears. Outfit has already 
entered into franchise negotiations 
with sound service’ engineers 
throughout the U. S. 


Small-EL 
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authority over both production and 
sales 

At the present time, Small will 
reportedly pay $500,000 cash plus 


another $500,000 worth of assets 
in the form of residuals, story 
rights and pictures. Semenenko 


has gotten together $2,000,000 in 
additional financing from outside 
parties as a production fund. One 
difficulty still not completely 
solved, it is said, is Small’s in- 
sistence that this figure be pushed 
up te $3,000,000. 

Small assumes none of the com- 
pany’s indebtedness. He has eight 
pix to start immediately when the 
deal is inked. Three are “Sons of 
the Musketeers,” his own proper- 
tv; EL’s “Prince Valiant,” based 
on the comie strip, and “12 Against 
the Underworld,” story of vice in 
Steubenville, O These and the 
others could be started within 60 
davs. 

Small is confident the deal will 
go through He interested in 
liuing up three or four indie pro- 
ducers in addition to his own pix 
and those from the EL stockpile. 
While east, he will testify in De- 
troit in the anti-trust suit brought 


Is 


by the Society of Independent Mo- 
tion Picture Producers’ against 
United Detroit theatres and Co- 


operative Theatres of Michigan. 


: | 
for salary cuts imposed over | 
| 


| of 











MPAA Calls 
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“serene oF 
serted:, “You can’t do anything un- 
less you try. All we hope to get is 
agreement to try.” 

Depinet, Eric Johnston, MPAA 


prexy, and Francis Harmon, MPAA | 


v.p. in charge of exhib and com- 
munity relations, met with five 
top execs of National Allied States 
exhibitors association in Indianap- 
olis over the weekend to line up 
their cooperation. They agreed to 
report favorably to their board of 
directors on sending a small dele- 
gation to the August session. 
Depinet’s eommittee, consisting 


of Austin C. Keough of Paramount, 


| William F. Rodgers of Metro and 


Maurice Bergman of Universal, has 
already lined up tentative support 
Theatre Owners 
Next meeting with exhibs, either 
| by the Depinet committee or by 
|Depinet, Johnston and Harmon, 
probably will be July 12, RKO 
prez said, when they get together 


San Francisco. 

From there they will go to Holly- 
wood to talk with the Motion Pic- 
ture Industry Council and the pro- 
ducers. That will be followed by 
sessions 
exhib groups, Harry 
dependent Theatre Owners Assn. 
and the Metropolitan Motion Pic- 
'ture Theatres Assn. When support 
| from all these sources is lined up, 

Depinet said, he’ll be ready for 
| the national session. 

Huddle with Allied execs is 
| understood to have been amiable, 
| although not without some reserve 
on the part of the 
execs. They expressed a willing- 
ness to go along, just as did TOA, 
on a more-or-less, wait-and-see 
basis. Since the session was en- 
tirely exploratory and they were 
|; not asked to commit themselves in 
any way, there was virtually no 
|alternative open to them but to 
offer cooperations. 








| Attending for Allied were 
Abram Myers, board chairman; 
William Ainsworth, president; | 


Martin Smith, past prez; Trueman 
S. Rembusch, treasurer, and 
Charles Niles, secretary. 


Philly Snarl 

















of America. | 


| with the Pacific Coast Conference | 
of Independent Theatre Owners in | 


with the two New York, 
Brandt’s In-| 
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weeks out of films, but the opposi- 
tion Warner chain, with six larger 
| houses, has been forced to play the 
field, and ‘one-week runs are be- 
“coming the rule. A case in point 


is the Boyd, Warners’ 2,360-seater, | 


|normally devoted to class films. 
“Portrait of Jennie” wound up a 
fiv@week run at the Boyd early in 
May and since that time the house 
| has played in succession 
Unto Night,’ “Adventure in Balti- 
“Mourning Becomes Electra,” 
“Green Promise” (the booking of 
the 4-H Club film into the Boyd 


rocked local Film Row) and cur- 
rently “The Window,” not one of 
which was strong enough to war- 


rant a second week, although ‘“‘Win- 
dow” may remain at this writing. 
In nine weeks during May and 





June seven films have popped in 
and out of the Aldine—‘‘Act of 
Murder,” “Bride of Vengeance,” 


“Lawton Story,” “Life of Riley,” 
“Jig-saw,” “Judge Steps Out” and 
“Wizard of Oz.” Only “Bride” and 
‘Riley’ had what it takes to get a 
second stanza. 

The Fox theatre, which confines 
itself to 20th product, has also been 
suffering from shortening of the 
runs. “Canadian Pacific,” “Beauti- 
ful Blonde from Bashful Bend,” 
“My Gal Sal” and “Forbidden 
Street” all dropped out of the Fox 
after one week. “Mother Is a 
Freshman” and “It Happens Every 
Spring” managed to get two-week 
runs during the May-June period. 

The Stanley and Mastbaum, 2.950 
and 4.360 seaters, respectively, 
have been slightly more successful 
In Sustaining runs, “Stratton Story” 
and “Tulsa” both clocked up three- 
week tenures at the Stanley. “Fla- 


mingo Road” and “Lady Gambles” 
managed to stay on at the Mast- 
baum 21 davs. 

Smaller in’ size, the Goldman, 


Karlton and Keith theatres virtual- 
ly double the run-length of the 
pic—average five to seven weeks— 
for such attractions as “Barkleys 
of Broadway,” “Take Me Out to 
the Ball Game.’ “Little Women,” 
“Neptune's Daughter,” “Connecti- 
cut Yankee” and “Command Deci- 
sion.” Recent closing of Keith's 
for a complete rebuilding job has 
eased the Goldman pressure a bit. 


“Night | 


TS 


Inside Pictures 


Recording of some 130 titles last week by the Motion Picture Assn 
of America’s title registry bureau represented the department's biggest 
week in years and presaged a sharp stepup in the film industry's pro. 

duction activities. Leading the registrants was Republic with 40 labels 


while Columbia followed with 25. 


Currently some 40 pictures are rolling at nine studios while sti}) 
_another 16 are due to start within the next two we~ks. Republic spokes- 


man said the company’s sudden flock of titles tied in with the firm's 


| heavy °49-’50 program. 


On the other hand Columbia’s large title quota 


was said to be principally composed of re-registrations for shorts and 


reissues. 


Wartime drama, silent on the screen during the 1946-47 period. js 
breaking out with guns and brass on all the film lots. 


Battles on land 


and sea and in the clouds may be seen in ‘Task Force,” “Chain Light- 
ning” and “The Hasty Heart” at Warners; “Battleground” and “Malaya” 
at Metro; “Twelve O’Clock High,” “I Was a Male War Bride,” “Three 


Came Home” 


and “The Halls of Montezuma” at 20th-Fox;: 


“Sands of 


Iwo Jima” at Republic, “Tokyo Joe” at Columbia, “Jet Pilot” at RKO 
and United Artists’ “‘Home of the Brave.” 


Unusual medium—that of the N 





. Y. Law Journal—is being used by 


J. Arthur Rank’s U. S. office to plug ‘“‘The Blind Goddess,” British-made 
film of legal doings currently tenanting the Embassy Cinema. Campaign 
to draw legalites to the house was devised by Monroe Greenthal Co, 


cialized appeal on a small budget. 


Metro’s “Battleground,” a major 
a total of 14 thesps with featured 
studio’s history. 
are Marshall Thompson, 


Arness. 
phy and Ricardo Montalban. 











Schine Suit 
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indie exhib | 


ness of clearance, 
|to go to arbitration. 


| % Schine is barred from “ask- 
‘ing or knowingly receiving” dis- 
|criminatory terms or conditions 
not available to competitors. 

8. From licensing features other 
than theatre by theatre. 


9. From making franchise agree- | 


|ments, formula deals or 
agreements. 

10. Enjoined ‘from conditioning 
the licensing of films in any com- 
petitive situation upon the licens- 
|ing of films in any other situation. 

11 Enjoined from making or 
continuing pooling agreements. 
The existing pooling agreements 
at Fdstoria and Medina, Ohio, and 
Syracuse are ordered dissolved by 
August 15, 1949. 

12. Enjoined from enforcing any 
existing agreements not to com- 
pete, or to restrict the use of any 
real estate to non-theatrical pur- 
poses. 

13. Enjoined ‘from 
threats or deception as a 
whereby a competitor is induced 
to sell or is prevented from ac- 
quiring or operating a theatre.” 

14. Enjoined from buying or 
booking for any theatre in which 
Schine does not have a financial 
interest. 

15. Enjoined from cutting admis- 
sions prices to freeze out or pre- 
vent competition. 

16. Enjoined “from continuing 
any contract, conspiracy, or combi- 
nation with each other or with any 
other which has 


master 


means 


person the pur- 
pose or effect of maintaining the 
exhibition or theatre monopolies 


of the defendants or of preventing 
any other theatre or exhibitor from 
competing with the defendants or 
any of them, and from entering 
into any similar contract, conspira- 
cy, or combination for the purpose 
or with the effect of restraining 
or monopolizing trade and com- 
merce between the States.” 

The Schine chain may acquire 
theatres in the future. However. it 
must go into court and prove af- 
firmatively that such new acquisi- 


tions will not unreasonably re- 
Strain trade. It may also replace 
theatres vhich are lost through 


destruction or 


conversion to non- 
theatrical purposes, or where it 
fails to obtain a lease renewal on 


any of its theatres. 

Followinz investigation 
plaints and a trial. the 
court entered its first judgment 
against Schine on Oct. 31, 1945. 
An amended judgment was entered 
the following spring and, in July, 
1946, the Buffalo court issued an 
order divesting some Schine thea- 
tres. Schine appealed to the Su- 
preme Court, which handed down 
its opinion on May 3. 1948. In this 
the High Court found the circuit 
guilty of violating the Sherman 
Act, but ordered certain parts of 
the prior decree reopened for 
further argument. Dickering on 
the consent decree began early this 
year. 


of com- 
Buffalo 





In the list is only 
Don Taylor, 
Thomas E. Breen, Richard Jaeckel, Scotty Beckett, Jerome Courtland, 
Bruce Cowling, Douglas Fowley, Guy Anderson, Brett King and Jim 
Four male stars are Van Johnson, John Hodiak, George Mur- 


with complaints | 


using any | 


_ad agency handling Rank’s American releases, as a way of aiming spe- 
Ads declare in dignified print: “Law 
Journal readers will particularly enjoy this stirring courtroom drama, 
| from the pen of Sir Patrick Hastings 





England’s famed Trial Lawyer!” 


engagement in war and drama, has 
billing, the highest number in the 
one gal, Denise Darcel. The males 
Jim Whitmore, Leon Ames, 





MONOGRAM NOW OWNS 


12 OF CO. FRANCHISES 


Los Angeles, June 28. 

| Monogram Pictures Corp. now 
owns 12 of the company fran- 
chises, as a result of the purchase 
of exchanges in Denver, Salt Lake 
City and Kansas City from the 
estate of the late Lon Fidler. 

| Other exchanges wholly owned 
by the company are New York, 
' Philadelphia, Washington, D, C.; 
Oklahoma City, Dallas, St. Louis, 
Omaha, Minneapolis and _ Des 
Moines. In addition, half interests 
are held in Seattle and Portland. 





Earl Lawson on Mend 
Toronto, June 28. 


| Earle Lawson, head of all J. 
Arthur Rank’s” enterprises in 
Canada, has passed the danger 


point and is gradually recovering 
from a dangerous bout of glandu- 
lar fever. 

Film exee has been bedded in 
the Toronto hospital for the past 
four weeks. 











N.Y. Production 
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D. Brandeis, the film is scheduled 
to go before the cameras in about 
five months. Louis Calhern has 
been inked for the Holmes role 
while Lavery is screenplaying 

Another entry in the New York 
film sweepstakes is a semi-docu- 
mentary titled, “Next Block,” 
which legit producer William Kat- 
zell is making for Eagle Lion re- 
lease. Written by Sol Leavitt and 
to be directed by John Houseman, 
the entire picture is to be filmed in 
the east. “Block,” incidentally, 
represents Katzell’s first venture 
into film production. 

Also making his initial step into 
filmmaking is legit impresario 
Philip A. Waxman who expects to 
roll his celluloid counterpart of 
Stanley Ellin’s novel, ‘“Dreadtul 
Summit,’ some time next Septem- 
ber. Budget will be j around $500.- 
000° and Edward’ Dmytryk has 
been signed to direct. Waxman 
produced the Broadway legiter, 
“Strange Bedfellows,” last season. 

Rounding out the eastern pro- 
duction parade are a number of 
other ventures. The Danziger 
Bros., owners of tge Eastern Sound 
Studios, are contemplating several 
homegrown pix, Laurel Films !s 
readying “Guilty Bystanders,” for 
which Mary Boland has been sign- 
ed for a top role, and Monticello 
Film Corp. plans a N.Y. film based 
upon N. Y. Sun scribe Malcolm 
Johnson's Pulitzer prize-winning 
series, “Crime on the Watertront 

Aubrey Schenck, Eagle Lion pre- 
ducer, and four assistant producers 
have arrived in New York from 
the Coast for preparations on 
Bryan Foy’s documentary, “Port of 
New York.” 


) Film will roll July 5. 
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FOR EDWARD SMALL’S 

















HAS BEEN INAUGURATED BY 
LOEW’S CIRCUIT WITH BOOKINGS 
IN THE FOLLOWING KEY SITUATIONS: 


ATLANTA COLUMBUS EVANSVILLE PITTSBURGH 

NASHVILLE CLEVELAND LOUISVILLE MEMPHIS 

BOSTON AKRON KANSAS CITY ST. LOUIS 

PROVIDENCE CANTON NEW ORLEANS BALTIMORE 

ROCHESTER TOLEDO HARRISBURG NORFOLK 

SYRACUSE HOUSTON READING RICHMOND 

DAYTON INDIANAPOLIS WILMINGTON WASHINGTON E 

_aND-DAT 


EDW resents : : 
ARD SMALL present with AKIM TAMIROFF-» FRANK LATIMORE . CTURE : uA 


ain MAGIC” sw: ORSON WELLES. and NANCY GUILD VALENTINA CORTESE aman GRAHAME GEST “ th hru 
T 


From a story by ALEXANDRE DUMAS, author of “The Three Musketeers” and ‘‘The Count of Monte Cristo’ 
Produced and Directed by GREGORY RATOFF ~ Screenplay by CHARLES BENNETT + Additional Scenes and Diatogue by Richard Schayer 
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More Pix 








is being squarely faced, and there’s 
no doubt about it. A change in atti- 
tude, from the pessimistic stance 
of a year ago to one of jet’s-fight- 
‘em is apparent on every hand. The 
town is really giving out. 

Here’s a breakdown of the back- 
log, pix shooting and in prepara- 
tion, studio by studio: 


Back- Shoot- Pre- 

log ing paring 
Metro ... oo ae 6 42 
Paramount 20 y 18 
oS pre 16 5 
20th-Fox ..... 13 3) 15 
Warners ...... 17 5 26 
Columbia ..... 30 . 16 
Republic 5 3 23 
United Artists. 12 2 iz 
RSe@ ch idccaanca ae 7 11 
Eagle Lion.... 23 ] 3 
Goldwyn ..... 2 1 
Allied Artists 3 1 
Monogram .... 13 1 20 
Screen Guild.. 5 1 18 








Tetal ......18 49 222 

Studio hopes are high for each 
category. For instance, Metro's 
backlog includes such white hopes 
as “Battleground,’ Dore Schary’s 
first personally produced pic there; 
“The Forsyte Saga,” “Madame Bo- 
vary,” “Intruder in the Dust,” “On 
the Town” and “Any Number Can 
P.ay;” those shooting are “Bodies 
and Souls,’ with Glenn Ford and 
Janet Leigh; “Stars in My Crown,” 
with Joel McCrea; “Tension,” with 
Audrey Totter and Cyd Charisse; 
*Adam’s Rib,” with Spencer Tracy 
and Katharine Hepburn; “Am- 
bush,” with Robert Taylor and Ar- 
lene Dahl; and “Nancy Goes to 
Rio,” with Jane Powell and Ann 
Sothern. 

Coming up at Leo include “Key 
to the City” with Clark Gable and 


Loretta Young; ‘Europa,’ with 
Greer Garson; “Please Believe 
Me,” with Deborah Kerr, Van 


Johnson, Peter Lawford and Robert 

Walker; “Father of the Bride” with 

Elizabeth Taylor, and ‘“‘The Yellow 

Cab Man,” with Red Skelton 
Looking Ahead 


Paramount backlog includes 
“Samson and Delilah,” “The Great 
Gatsby,” “Chicago Deadline,” 


“Dear Wife,” “The Great Lover,” 
“The Heiress,” “Red, Hot and 
Blue,” “Riding High,” ‘“‘Top o’ the 


Morning,” “My Friend Irma,” “‘Bit- 
ter Victory” and “Copper Canyon.” 
Shooting: “Sunset Boulevard” and 
“I Married a Dead Man.” Coming 
up: “Where Men Are Men,” “Let’s 
Dance,” “Mr. Music,” “Mabel Nor- 
mand,” “World on a String,” ‘‘Fa- 
mous,” “September,” “The Furies,” 
and “Montana Rides.” 

In the can at RKO are Walt Dis- 
ney’s “Ichabod and Mr. Toad,” “In- 
terference,” “It’s Only Money,” “I 
Married a Communist,” “Love Is 
Big Business,” ““Man on the Eiffel 
Tower,” “Montana Belle,” Samuel 
Goldwyn’s “Roseanna McCoy,” 
“Mighty Joe Young,” ‘“Roughshod,” 
“She Wore a Yellow Ribbon,” and 
“The Bail Bond Story.” Shooting: 
“After the Storm,” “Bed of Roses,” 
“Treasure Island,” “Terror” and 
“Arizona Ambush.” Prepping: “Jet 
Pilot,” “A White Rose for Julie,” 
“Come Share My Love,” ‘“Christ- 


mas Gift,” “Carriage Entrance,” 
““\ Woman’s Place” and “Strange 
Convoy.” 

The backlog at 20th-Fox includes 
“Come to the Stable,” “I Was a 
Male War Bride,” ‘Father Was a 
Fullback.” “Oh, You Beautiful 


Doll,” “Pinky,” “Everybody Does 
It.’ “The Prince of Foxes” and 


“Dancing in the Dark.” Lensing: 
“The Black, Rose.” “Twelve 
O'Clock High,” “Three Came 


Home,” “Wabash Avenue,” “Oh, 
Doctor,” “Arrow.”  ‘Whirlpool,” 
“Turned Up Toes,” and “Front and 
Center.” Upcoming: ‘‘Quartered 
City,” “Night and the City,” ‘21 


Bow Street,” “Ticket to Toma- 
hawk,” “Cheaper by the Dozen,” 
“Ring Waterfront Three,’ “From 


the Halls of Montezuma,” “Remem- 
ber.” “Beloved Tifer’ and ‘No 
Way Out.” 
WB In High Gear 
Warners has in 
Fountainhead,” 


reserve “The 


“Under 
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In 1949-50 








Forest,” “Stage Fright,” and “Per- 

| fect Strangers.” Among those be- 
‘ing prepped: “The Showdown, 
“Ethan Frome,” “Dallas,” “Bright | 
Leaf,” “The Victim,” “Young Man | 
With a Horn,” “The Glass Men- | 
‘agerie,” “Victoria Grandolet,” “Al-| 
| ways Leave Them Laughing” and 
|The West Point Story.” | 
| Columbia is banking on such pix 
as “Tell It to the Judge,” “Jolson 
Sings Again,” “Tokyo Joe,” “Anna 
Lucasta.’ “And Baby Makes 
Three.” “Mr. Soft Touch,” “The 
Blank Wall,” “All the King’s Men,” 
“Miss Grant Takes Richmond,” 
“The Good Humor Man,” “The 
Tougher They Come,” “Woman of 
Distinction” and “Swords of Sher- 
wood Forest.” 

Republic’s bids: “The Red Men- 
ace,” Roy Rogers’ “Down Dakota 
Way” and “The Golden Stallion,” 
John Wayne’s “The Fighting Ken- 
tuckian” and “The Alamo,” “The 
Avengers,” ““The Cleveland Story,” 
the Howard Welsch-Bob Peters- 
Fritz Lang ‘‘House by the River” 
and ‘Sands of Iwo Jima.” 

United Artists: Marx Brothers in 
“Love Happy,” Eddie Small’s “In- 
dian Scout” and “Black Magic;”’ 
the Hakims’ ‘“‘Twilight,’” Roy Del 
Ruth’s “Red Light,’ Hunt Strom- 
berg’s “‘Too Late for Tears,” Bene- 
dict Bogeaus’ “The Crooked Way,” 
W. R. Frank’s “The Great Dan 
Patch,” the Sam _ Stiefel-Mickey 
Rooney ‘Quicksand,’ “A Kiss for 
Corliss,” “Gun Crazy” and “Mrs. 
Mike.” 

UI: “Calamity Jane and Sam 
Bass,” “Abandoned,” “Once More, 
My Darling,” “Yes Sir, That’s My 
Baby,” “The Gal Who Took the 
West,” “Abbott and Costello Meet 
the Killers,’ “Sword in the Des- 
ert,” “Curtain Call at Cactus 
Creek,” “Francis,” ‘“‘Bagdad,” “‘The 
Kid From Texas,” ‘Free for All,” 
“East of Java” and “Buccaneer 
Girl.” 

Eagle Lion: “Reign of Terror,” 
“Black Shadows,” “Trapped,” 
“Port of New York” and “Gun 
Hand,” in addition to a slew of 
British product from J. Arthur 
Rank and the David O. Se:znick 
product. 











DOS Woos 





Fox-WC Lopping 
Off 25c Nights? 


Los Angeles, June 28. 

There are rumblings here of the 
imminent outbreak of a price war 
among the top Coast chains, Ac- 
cording to persistent rumors, the 
Fox-West Coast first-run houses in 
L.A. are going to lop off 25c from 
their evening scale and bring the 
price-tag down to 60c. Top of- 
ficials of the chain, it is said, are 
ready to spring the change within 
the next couple of weeks. 


If that happens, it is believed 
that nothing will stop the shift 
from affecting the entire Coast. 
Operators of rival houses claim 
they will meet any cuts by com- 
petitors with similar action. Since 
these chains web the Coast, any 
price-cutting move is bound to 
spread from this city to other 
towns. 








Admish Cutting | 
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Reade was unable to say whether | 


the slight changes in admissions 
had improved his business. 
Attitude of the big circuits is 
summed by Harry Brandt, prez of 
the Independent Theatre Owners 
Assn. and a large New York opera- 
tor. “There have been individual 
instances of it,” Brandt stated, 
“but as a general thing, prices just 
can’t be reduced. It is just against 
the economics of the situation.” 
Brandt went on to say that the 
two chief items of expenses for ex- 
hibs, payroll and film rentals, ‘are 
not coming down.” There have 
been some shaving of operational 
costs, he added, “but it has been 
so small as to make no real dif- 
ference.” Brandt, along with other 
biggies, declared his belief that re- 
duced prices do not bring in cus- 
tomers. “All we need are very 
good pictures, some of which will 
be coming along soon,” Brandt de- 
clared., 
‘Worse Thing That Could Happen’ 
RKO theatre officials dubbed any 
price-cutting as “the worst thing 
that could happen to the business.” 
While RKO’s Palace has come 
down in price recently, it was done 
because the theatre’s scale was out 
of line with the rest of the coun- 
try, it is said. “Paying $1.50 for 
a B film playing in the Palace was 
like asking $75¢c for a bottle of 
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only producers who will give guar- 
antees of a continuing source of 
product. 

If O’Shea succeeds, SRO will be- 
come a formidable indie distribution 
outfit, probably damaging United 
Artists by taking from it producers 
of top films, which it badly needs. 
Should O’Shea not make the deals 
he wants, SRO outlook is a ques- 
tion mark, wince it has only three 
more films on its agenda, all of 
them British. With Selznick him- 
self in Europe for an indeterminate 
time, there’s no prospect of films 
from him for several years, at least. 


SRO Exit EL 


Should the setup work out as 
O’Shea is attempting, SRO will 
wind up its present deal with Eagle 
Lion and expand its staff. Cur- 
rently, it handles only circuit and 
major theatre sales, with EL sell- 
‘ing the smaller, residual accounts. 
SRO is somewhat unhappy with the 
arrangement. In the first place, it 
feels that EL is failing to get the 
terms from exhibs that SRO’s own 
men could get for the same pix. 
Secondly, there’s some displeasure 
with EL because of its unwilling- 
ness to take on some other British 
pix which SRO could obtain. This 
would help SRO out of present dif- 
ficulties, but EL has maintained it 
will take only pix with a definite 
Selznick label. 

The three British films that SRO 
has coming up meet the EL re- 
quirement, since they were made 
by Sir Alexander Korda in a deal 
with Selznick and carry the latter’s 
name in this country. However, 
{SRO has committed only one of 
them, “The Fallen Idol,” to EL for 
tail-end selling. The other two, 
“Third Man” and “Gone to Earth,” 
are optional with Selznick. 

Producers invited by O’Shea to 


coke,” one RKOer declared. 
From the same company comes 
the belief that prices throughout 


the country are scientifically cor- | 


rect and should not be changed. 
Broadway is viewed as an excep- 
tion, RKOers maintaining that it 
/has been consistently overcharg- 
|ing. This barb is not directed, 
however, to Radio City Music Hall 
or the Roxy, and theatres of their 
like, ‘which supply stage shows 
along with film fare. 

RKO officials declare they would 
cut their prices if necessary to 
meet similar action by competitors. 
It is felt that Broadway establishes 
a price level, higher than the 
nabes, which make the latter at- 
tractive to customers. However, 
‘where Broadway’s bite is ex- 
horbitantly high, entire compari- 
son loses validity. 

While actual price-cutting is still 
comparatively rare, number of 
other devices aimed at overcoming 
the current doldrums, have been 
springing up throughout the coun- 
try. For one, special discount 
cards are being offered with in- 
creasing frequency. Papering de- 
vice avoids an outright cut which 
can only be reinstated later with 
considerable difficulty. : 

Twofers are also again in evi- 
dence. That is. the practice of 
admitting two for the price of one. 
Exhibs are picking particularly off 
performances to hand out this form 
of bargain. Giveaways. bank 
nights, bingo, dishes and all the 
other depression-day premiums are 
also spreading. 





Another Pixlegger Fined 

Film companies’ campaign 
..ainst bootleg pix was in evidence 
again this week when Rocco F. 
Messina was fined $200 by Judge 
Leo Rayfiel in the Brooklyn federal 
district court. Messina had plead- 


Capri- come into the SRO setup are being ed guilty to renting 20th-Fox’s “Do 


corn,” “The Lady Takes a Sailor,” offered no direct monetary aid in You Love Me?” without the com- 


“The Hasty Heart,” “Happy 
Times,” “Look for the Silver Lin- 
ing,” “Montana,” “It’s a Great 


Feeling,” “Backfire,” ‘Task Force,” 
“Story of Seabiscuit’ and “Return 


of the Frontiersmen,” among 
others. Shooting: “White Heat,” 
“Chain Lightning,’ ‘Beyond the 


financing. However, Vanguard will 
loan them stars on deferment, which 
in effect is a considerable help 
in getting other financing. In any 
case, the other producers being ap- 
proached by O‘Shea are under- 
stood not to be in difficulty in ob- 
taining bank coin. 


pany’s authority. 

Understood the pic was a 16m 
print rented for showing in a Long 
Island resort hotel. Federal Bu- 
reau of Investigation, in collabora- 
tion with Sargoy & Stein, com- 
pany’s special counsel, brought 

,; about Messina’s arrest. 
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(Continued from page 8) 
'wk). Big $9,000 after $13,200 
opener. 

| Orpheum (H-E) (2,600; 50-84)— 
“Colorado Territory” (WB) and 
“Tuna Clipper” (Mono). Mild $8,- 
000 in 8 days. Last week, ‘“Cham- 
pion” (UA) and “Rustlers” (RKO) 
'(2d wk), slow $5,300. 

| Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 40-65) 





—“Shot Jesse James” (SG) and 
“Caught” (M-G) (2d runs) plus 
stage. Fair $5,000. Last week, 


‘Happened Baltimore’ (RKO) and 


“Last of Wild Horses’ (SG) (2d 
runs) plus circus unit, good $4,900. 

Paramount (H-E) (3,039; 50-84)— 
“Take One False Step” (U) and 
“One Woman’s Story” (U). Slim 
$4,000 in 6 days and pulled. Last 
week, ‘“‘Massacre River” (Mono) 
and “Bamba” (Mono), $7,000. 





‘Door’ Tall 176, Mont’! 


Montreal, June 28. 

Too many holdovers will hurt 
here this week. Ace newcomer is 
“Knock on Any Door,” at Princess. 

Estimates for This Week 

Loew’s (C.T.) (2,855; 40-65)— 
“Little Women” (M-G) (2d wk). 
Off to nice $12,000 following first 
at $14,500. 

Capitol (C.T.) (2,412: 34-60)— 
“Belvedere to College” (20th) (3d 
wk). Down to solid $10,000 after 
good $12,000 in preceding week. 


Palace (C.T.) (2,625; 34-60)— 
“Caught” (M-G). Barely okay 
$11,000. Last week, ‘Adventure 


Baltimore” (RKO), $7,000. 

Princess (C.T.) (2,131; 34-60)— 
“Knock on Door” (Col). Sock 
$17,000. Last week, ‘‘Whiplash” 
(WB), $11,500. 

Imperial (C.T.) (1,839; 26-45)— 
“City Across River’ (U) and ‘‘Kid- 
napped” (U) (2d wk). Down to 
$9,000 after sock first session of 
$11,000. 

Orpheum (C.T.) (1.040; 34-60)— 
“Champion” (UA) (4th wk). Hold- 
ing near $5,000 after good third at 
$6,000. 

















| Life’s Panel 
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Decency, however, which seldom 
gets touched on in published pieces 
concerning Hollywood because of 
its church ties, came in for a drub- 
bing from one of the Round Table 


members whose name was pur- 
posely omitted by Life. He de- 
clared: 


“The Legion of Decency is some- 
thing that Hollywood should have 
fought and didn’t. 
sonal opinion, not based on any 
disrespect, that they didn’t fight it 
for the same reasons that they have 
never fought anything: they didn’t 
want to stop the flow of films for 
one week. Now that fight is lost, 
presumably for good Nobody 
questions the right of the Catholic 


It is my per-! 





Hope Sockeroo $41,000, 
Frisco; ‘Menace’ Fair 
12G, ‘F’tainhead’ 19¢ 
San Francisco, June 28. 
Trade is still bogged down here 


| but Bob Hope’s “Sorrowful Jones” 
‘is terrific with $41,000 in two the- 


atres. “The Fountainhead” looks 
just okay at the big Fox while 
“Red Menace” is not so-ig at the 
Warfield. 
Estimates for This Week 

Clay (Roesner) (400: 65 - 85)— 
“Volpone” (Indie) (3d wk). Pleas- 
ing $2,400. Last week, $2,800. 

Esquire (No. Coast) (955; 55-85) 
—‘‘Home of Brave” (UA) (3d wk). 
Okay $5,500. Last week, $6,500. 

Fox (FWC) (4,651; 60-95)—‘“The 
Fountainhead” (WB). Okay $19. 
000 or near. Last week, “Colorado 
Territory” (WB) and “Hideout” 
(Rep), dim $12,500. 


Golden Gate (RKO) (2.844: 60- 
85)—“‘Dumbo” (RKO) and “Salu- 
dos Amigos” (RKO) (reissues), 
'Hefty $14,000 for these oldies, 
Last week, “Green Promise” 
(RKO) and “Judge Steps Out” 


‘ 


church, the Jewish church, or any - 


other group, to be heard and to 


voice its own opinion, even to urge | 


its own flock to stay away from 
something disapproved. But with 
the Legion the process does not 
stop there. If an exhibitor has a 
film not approved, pressure is 
brought to bear on him not to show 
it in his community at all, and, of 
course, he caves in under the pres- 
sure. I think it is a serious situa- 
tion for more than the picture in- 
dustry; it is a form of control. I 
think it is evil for a minority to 
. stop a majority from seeing a film, 
reading a book or hearing an idea. 
I think any group has a right to 
protest a film, but not to put into 
effect a secret, forceful boycott.” 

As a result of the censorship dis- 
cussion, idea came up of a 
“Friends of Hollywood,’ which 
‘would fight some of the battles 
the moviemakers cannot fight 
alone.’ Most of the groups now 
concerning themselves with 
were said to be “negative, 
creative, censorious.”’ Hodgins 
asks: “If negative organizations 
can exist so successfully, why not 
positive ones?” 

From this point, Hodgins draws 
.his final conclusion (based on Dore 
Schary’s remark, “When people 
stop going to bad pictures, there 
will be good pictures. because the 
bad pictures will command no au- 
dience”’). Hodgins concludes: “The 
gift of more freedom (for men of 
talent in Hollywood) must be 
fought for by the good Holly- 
wood and by the people who be- 
lieve in freedom, wherever they 
are. From this Hollywood, the 
Round Table Editors 
these people can get movies as 
good as they demand—but demand 
i them they must.” 


‘ 


concluded, 


films 
non- | 


(RKO), $11,000. 
Orpheum (N. Coast) 
85)—“‘Lust for Gold” (Col) and 
“Kazan” (Col) (2d wk). Only fair 
$11,000. Last week, hefty $19,500, 
Paramount (Par) (2,646, 60-85)— 


(2,448: 55- 


“Sorrowful Jones” (Par) and 
“Amazon Quest” (FC). Smash 
$27,000. . Last week, “Lonesome 


Pine” (Par) and “Geronimo” (Par) 
(reissues), nice $16,000. 


Stagedoor (Ackerman) (370: 
$1.20-$2.40)—“‘Red Shoes’ ‘EL) 
(5th wk). Down to $° 500. Last 


week, fine $8,500. 

State (Par) (2,300; 60-85)—"Sor- 
rowful Jones” (Par). Big $14,000 
or close. Last week, “Ride ’Em 
Cowboy” (U) and “Keep 'Em Fly- 
ing” (U) (reissues), $6,500. 

St. Francis (Par) (1,400; 60-85) 
—‘Edward, My Son” (‘(M-G) (2d 
wk). Down to $9,000. Last week, 
big $18,000. 

United Artists (No. Coast) (1.- 
207; 55-85)—‘Home of Brave” 
(UA) (3d wk). Still nice at $6,500. 
Last week, $9,000. 

Warfield (FWC) (2,656: 60-85)— 
“Red Menace” (Rep) and “Flam- 
ing Fury” (Rep). Fair $12,000 or 
close. Last week, “Happens Every 
Spring” (20th) and “‘C-Man” ‘RC) 
(2d wk), $12,500. 


‘Edward’ Mild $15,000, 
St. Loo; ‘Colorado’ 126 


St. Louis, June 28. 
Surge of high temperature is 
sending natives into the wide open 
spaces, and wicket activity at the 
big cinemas has slumped sharply. 
“Edward, My Son” looks best but 
only mild at Loew’s. “Colorado 
Territory” is fair at the Missouri. 
Estimates for This Week 
Ambassador (F&M) (3.000; 50- 
75)—"Blonde Bashful Bend” (20th) 





and “Lady Gambles” (U) ‘m.o.). 
Modest $10,000. Last week, 
“Mourning Becomes Electra” 
(RKO) and “Judge Steps Out” 
(RKO), $11,000. 

Loew’s (Loew) (3,172; 50-75)— 
“Edward, My Son” @M-G) and 
“Crime  Doctor’s’ Diary”  ‘Co!). 


Mild $15,000. Last week. “Johnny 
Allegro” (Col) and stageshow, fine 
$24,000. 

Missouri (F&M) (3.500; 50-75)— 
“Colorado Territory’ (WB) and 
“Arctic Manhunt” (U). Fair $12. 
000. Last week, “Blonde Bashful 
Bend” (20th) and “The Fan” (20th), 
same. 

St. Louis (F&M) (4,000; 50-75)— 
“Belvedere to College” (20th) and 
“Tuna Clipper” (Mono) (3d wk). 
Still strong at $11,000 following 
$12,000 second stanza. 


BUFFALO 


(Continued from page 9) _ 
rado Territory” (WB) and ‘Missis- 
sippi Rhythm” (Mono), slow $9,500. 

Hipp (Par) (3,400; 40-70)—'"Lone- 
some Pine” (Par) and “Geronimo 
(Par) (reissues). Fairly good $7.- 
500. Last week, ‘‘Forbidden Street 
(20th) and “Lovabie Cheat” ‘FC’, 
$8,000. 

Lafayette (Basil) (3,000; 40-70'— 
“Johnny Allegro” (Col) and “Big 
Sombrero” (Col). Landing only 
modest $11,500. Last week, “Lust 
for Gold” (Col) and “Daughter ol 
West” (FC), $11,000. 

Century (20th Cent.) (3.000; 40- 
70)—“‘Dumbo” and “Saludos Ami- 
gos” (RKO) (reissues). Not s0 
strong at $7,500. Last week, “Green 
Promise” (RKO) and “Judge Steps 
Out” (RKO), same, 
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Lost Boundaries 


runs away to Harlem to share the 
experience of his Negro heritage. 
With cold focus, the camera picks 
up the squalor and rancor within 
the colored ghetto, pointing to the 
fate the boy missed through an 
accident of his skin’s shade. The 
boy eventually returns home with 
new understanding for his parents. 
In the moving finale, the New Eng- 


land folk are also led to under- 
standing of human_ brotherhood 
through a church sermon and 


demonstrate their continued warm 


affection for the doctor and his 
family. 

The film’s no-name _ cast is 
handled expertly by director AlIl- 
fred L. Werker. In many Cases, 


the lack of polish is compensated 
by an undeniable sincerity imbu- 
ing all the performances. As the 
doctor, Mel Ferrer is dignified but 
unpretentious, his characterization 
slightly marred by the script’s 
tendency towards idealization. 
Richard Hylton, as the son, is com- 
pletely credible as are Beatrice 
Pearson and Susan Douglas, as the 
wife and daughter. Other mem- 
bers of the large cast also do well 
in recreating the flavor of both the 


New England and Negro com- 
munities. 
De Rochemont has given the 


production a straight documentary 
treatment, along March of Time 
style, with some loss, untortu- 
nately, of three-dimensional qual- 
ity. Technically, however, the 
film is firstrate with authentic 
settings, expert lensing and a good 
score. A couple of pop tunes 
which are woven incidentally into 
the action are fair. Hern. 


Rope of Sand 
Hollywood, June 28. 


Paramount release of Hal Wallis pro- 
duction. Stars Burt Lancaster. Paul Hen- 
reid, Claude Rains, Peter Lorre: 
Sam Jaffe, Corinne Calvet. Directed by 
William Dieterle. Story and screenplay. 
Walter Doniger; added dialog, John Pax- 
ton; eamera, Charles B. Lang, Jr.: editor, 
Warren Low; score, Franz Waxman. 
Tradeshown June 27, ’49. Running time, 
104 MINS. 

Mike Davis ....... , 
Commandant Paul Vogel 


features 


. Burt Lancaster 
Paul Henreid 


Arthur Martingale..... ..Claude Rains 
ry er yerarrer Peter Lorre 
Dr. Francis Hunter...... Sam Jaffe 
py” er ee John Bromfield 
| SRA Mike Mazurki 
John Sa ety Kenny Washington 
Suzanne Renaud....... Corinne Calvet 

Adventuring among Africa’s 
fabulous diamond fields Jends a 


novel touch to “Rope of Sand.” 
It’s an okay action melodrama that 
has good exploitation angles, a 
sound cast headed by Burt Lan- 
caster and a theme that should 
help its chances in the majority of 
situations. 

A group of oddly assorted char- 
acters color the plot of the Walter 
Doniger story and script. While 
a bit talky, dialog has a snap that 
bolsters the melodramatic mo- 
ments and also plenty of humor 


when needed. Footage is long, 
104 minutes, but interest is sus- 
tained sufficiently as the plot 


builds towards a topnotch finale. 
Along the way are exhibitions of 
heroism, romance, sadism and just 
good old pulp fiction adventuring 


as ably projected under William 


Dieterle’s direction. 

Much of the footage was filmed 
on location among Arizona’s sandy 
dunes, making for an authentic re- 
production of African hot spots. 
Lancaster portrays a hunter who, 
having accidentally discovered a 
rich diamond cache while guiding 
a party several years back, returns 
to snatch the loot from under the 


watchful eyes of the diamond syn- , + 


dicate. 
Chief antagonist is Paul Hen- 
reid, doing a honey of a role 


switch as the sadistical commander 
of the syndicate’s police force. He 
wants to find the diamond cacne 
also, having failed to beat it out 
of Lancaster previously. Plot de- 
lays the certain physical clash be- 
tween the two overlong but when 
it comes it is portrayed with all 
the savage brutality the ace lens- 
ing by Charles B. Lang, Jr., can 
capture. 

Force is not all that is used by 
the syndicate to reveal Lancaster's 
secret. A generous amount of sex 
in the person of Corinne Calvet. a 
diamond coast tramp, is a lure put 


on Lancaster’s trail to ferret out 
the cache’s whereabouts. The sex 
is a bit too obvious, but as Lan- 


caster doesn’t succumb easily, it 
fits into the general mood of the 
story. 


The brutal pitched battle be- 
tween Lancaster and Henreid to 
the accompaniment of howling 


wind and blowing sand is solid and 
there are other tense sequences 
that help pick up the pace. Among 
the characters moving through the 
piece are Claude Reins, doing a 
nifiy performance of the. effete 
head of the syndicate; Peter Lorre, 
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a sly, philosophising opportunist; 
and Sam Jaffe, a drunken doctor. 
These, and others’ contribute 
strongly in holding the story to- 
gether. Lancaster, Henreid and 
Miss Calvet answer all demands 
of their assignments. 

Hal Wallis’ production has 
framed the yarn expertly, captur- 
ing the feeling of the African lo- 
cale and the desperate adventur- 
ing excellently. In keeping with 
the plot are two South African 
veldt songs presented by Josef 
Marais and Miranda, “The Zulu 
Warrior” and “The Crickets.” 
John Paxton contributed added 
dialog to the Doniger script and 
there’s a good background score 
by Franz Waxman. Brog. 


The Daring Caballero 


Hollywood, June 25. 
_United Artists release of Philip N. 
Krasne prodution. Stars Duncan Renaldo, 
Leo Carrillo; features Kippee Valez, 
Charles Halton, Pedro de Cordoba, 
Stephen Chase, David Leonard. Edmund 
Cobb, Frank Jaquet, Mfckey Little. Di- 
rected by Wallace Fox. Screenplay, Betty 
Burbridge; original, Frances Kavanaugh: 
based on Cisco Kid character created by 





O. Henry. Camera, Lester White; editor, 
Marty Cohn: music, Albert Glasser. At 
Vogue, Hollywood, June 25, °49. Running 
lime, 60 MINS, 

Cisco pap Oe 8 ees Duncan Renaldo 
2... Se Leo Carrillo 
Kippee Valez......... Herself 
WOME, c's =< coed cake <x eas Charles Halton 
| See aie Pedro de Cordoba 
Brady... Stphen Chase 
ge RAR ere aoe .. David Leonard 
Marshall Scott........... Edmund Cobb 


Judge Perkins.... 


Frank 
Bobby Del Rio 


. .Mickey 


Jaquet 
Little 


United Artists’ Cisco Kid series 
still hasn’t found the pace it needs 
to be a solid entry in its field. “The 
Daring Caballero” has an okay plot, 


good outdoor settings and reason- ' 


ably competent performers, but 
lacks the zip and dash needed to 
properly project the flamboyant 
character of O. Henry’s Latin Robin 
Hood. 

Third in the series, this one has 
Cisco and Pancho rescuing a man 
about to be hanged for a murder 
he didn’t commit. Pair hide the 
fugitive 
mission while they track down the 
real culprits of the plot. They go 
through a series of standard adven- 
tures before coming up with the 
answers that tie the assorted crimes 
on the mayor, banker and mar- 
shall of the small western town. 

Story by Frances Kavanaugh and 
script by Betty Burbridge are okay 
on all counts for the action mar- 


ket but Wallace Fox’s direction is | 


too deliberate and lacking in the 
spectacular to make for anything 
but only mild interest in what's go- 
ing on. Duncan Renaldo should put 
more dash into his Cisco portrayal. 
Leo Carrillo’s Pancho garners some 
chuckles but suffers from the slow 


pacing given the film by Fox. Kip-. 


pee Valez is in the cast for femme 


decoration. Stephen Chase, Charles. 


Halton and Edmund Cobb form the 
heavy trio and others are adequate. 
The Philip N. Krasne production 
makes good use of the outdoor lo- 
cales but physical dress is marred 
by murky photography. Brog. 





Kind Hearts and 


Coronets 
(BRITISH) 


London, June 21. 

General Film Distributors release of 
Michael Balcon-Ealing Studios production. 
Stars Dennis Price, Valerie Hobson, Joan 
Greenwood, Alec Guinness. Directed by 


Robert Hamer. — Screenplay by Robert 
Hamer, John Dighton; camera. Douglas 
, Slocombe, Jeff Seaholme; editor, Peter 
Tanner. At Leicester Square, London. 
reg time, 105 MINS, 
WOUIB. eee cceeccoecs Dennis Price 
Salt CE eth cece a's ox awd P Valerie Hobson 
ee a eee oan Greenwood 
The Duke } 
The Banker 
on — 
e eneral eT TTT Alec Guinnes 
The Admiral | 7 


Young Ascoyne | 
Young Henry | 
Lady Agatha J 
Ere re 
The Hangman 
The Prisoner Governor . 


Audrey Fildes 
Miles Matleson 
Clive Morton 


Lionel : 0 John Penrose 
Crown Counsel.......... Cecil Ramage 
Mr. Perkins 


“Kind Hearts and Coronets” is a 
sophisticated comedy — entertain- 
ment which gives Ealing their hat- 


trick. It is the, third in a row of 
laugh-makers and proves’ mass 
murder is also boxoffice. It may 


encounter some sales resistance in 
Britain, but is surefire for the art 
house trade in the U. S. 

This is the type of film in which, if 
done well, the British studios excel. 
Superb script, flawless acting and 
consistent direction of high qual- 
itv combine to make this a front 
rank offering. 

Story of the far-removed heir to 
the Dukedom of Chalfont who dis- 
poses of all the obstacles to his 
accession to the title and subse- 
quently finds himself tried for a 
murder of which he is innocent 
may appear to be somewhat banal. 
But translation to a screen comedy 
has been effected with a mature 
wit. There is hardly a false move 


in the wine cellar of a} 


John Salew | 


in the narrative even down to the) 
final pay-off, when the hero is re- 
leased from the death cell at the} 
last moment only to realize that | 
he has left his memoirs behind. | 

Opening shot shows the arrival | 
of the executioner at the prison | 
announcing that this is his grand | 
finale. Then the story is told in a 
constant flashback, recounting the | 
methodical manner in which the) 
one-time draper’s boy works his | 
way up to the Dukedom. In this | 
role Dennis Price is in top form, 
giving a quiet, dignified and pol- 
ished portrayal. 

Greatest individual acting tri- 
umph, however, is scored by Alec 
Guinness who plays in turn all the 
members of the ancestral family, | 
from the Duke himself right down 
to the ardent suffragette, Aunt 
Agatha. Valerie Hobson and Joan 
Greenwood as the two women in 


the story are well cast, and there | 
is a magnificent bit from Miles 
Malleson as the hangman. 


Although not a high budget pro- 
duction and possibly deficient in 
starring names, it is a picture which | 
will enhance the reputation of Brit- 
ish studios. Looks worthy of sup-| 
port in the American market and 
in the world market. Myro. 


MANHEIM LEAVES CBS 
FOR BRIT. PIC VENTURE 


Hollywood, June 28. 

Het Manheim is departing CBS 
Aug. 1, where he heads up the 
picture department, to join several 
of his war-time British friends in 
launching a film production outfit. 
In his year and a half with the 
network, he sold many of the com- | 
pany’s scripts to picture studios, 
among them being “My Friend 
Irma.” 

Manheim’s partners in the Lon- 
don project will be Britishers, who 
served with him in the film section 
of psychological warfare while he 
was with OWI. 








Corwin Buys Lloyd Oldie | 


Charles Casanave, exec v.p. of 
Motion Picture Sales Corp.; took 
advantage of the presence of Sher- | 
rill Corwin in New York this week | 
to sell him the reissue of Harold | 
Lloyd’s “‘Movie Crazy.” Corwin, 
after looking at the pic at Casa- 
nave’s request, booked it into his 
four Music Halls in Los Angeles | 
and United Artists theatre in San 
Francisco. | 

Corwin was east for huddles that 
set up a new all-exhibitor indie 
production financing outfit headed 
| by Si Fabian. “Movie Crazy” goes 
| into the Corwin houses after Labor | 
| Day. It preems at the Globe, N.Y., | 
| Saturday (2). 
| 














Mayer East 


Continued from page 3 
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portionately increased or be held 
down to a lower average cost per 
picture. 
| Schary plans to make his next 
‘trip east around Armistice Day 
(Nov. 11) when Metro’s “Battle- 
| ground,” filmization of the Battle 
of the Bulge, has its world preem | 
in N. Y. Before heading west, 
Schary indicated that he may rush 
release of “Intruder in the Dust,” 
adaptation of the William Faulk- 
ner novel on the Negro question, 
to beat 20th-Fox’s ‘‘Pinky” to the, 
punch. | 
While in N. Y., Schary viewed | 
Louis de  Rochemont’s. “Lost. 
Boundaries,” another’ pic on 
| Negros, which opens at the Astor 
{tomorrow (Thurs.). Film _ origi- 
nally was to be made for Metro re- 
| lease but after both parties agreed 
to call off the deal, because of the | 
Faulkner yarn, de Rochemont tied 
‘in with Film Classics. 


| 





Metre Topper Confabs 
Hollywood, June 28. 


Metro toppers are gathering 
here this week for a series of con- 
ferences dealing with the _ prob- 


lem: “How to cut production costs | 
without sacrificing quality.” 

Louis B. Maver is delaying his 
eastern trip to be on hand for the 
huddles. Dore Schary is back in 
town after confabs with Nicholas 
Schenck in New York. Eddie 
Mannix is in from his European 
tour, and William F. Rodgers will 
be on hand to represent the sales 
department. 

One of the problems to be dis- 
cussed is the fate of “Quo Vadis,” 
production of which was post- 
poned “until nekt year’—and 
maybe for a lot of years. To date 
{he company has spent more than 
$1.000.000 on pre-production ef- 


forts and equipment on the pic- 
ture. 


i*The Snake Pit,” 


|}award was 
| dealt most ably with the problems 


COAST NEWSREELERS 
AGAINST STRIKING 


Hollywood, June 28. 
Newsreel camermen on the Coast 
are against any strike action at this 
time. Protests against a threatened 
walkout have been made to Cam- 
eramen’s Local 659, IATSE, in Los 
Angeles, and wired to eastern lo- 


cals, explaining the non-strike | 


stand of the western lensers. 


Cameramen in L. A., San Fran- 
| cisco and Seattle, realizing the cur- 


rent chaotic condition of the news- 
reel industry, are willing to string 
along under present conditions un- 
til it is determined how newsreels 
can make a transition into televi- 


sion. Companies have been hit 
hard by theatre cancellations of 
newsreels since the invasion of 
video. 





Radio Announcer Terms 


Turtle’ Damaged Him 156 


Unlawful use of his picture in 
a trailer advertising Warners 


\“Voice of the Turtle” has caused 
| him 
| humiliation,” 


embarrassment and 

radio announcer 
George Ansbro is charging in a 
$10,000 damage suit filed in N. Y. 


“great 


supreme court against the film 
company. Plaintiff also seeks an 
additional $5,000 damages from 


Lane Enterprises, Inc., operators 
of the Lane, N. Y., also a defend- 
ant. 

Ansbro’s_ alleged mortification, 
according to the complaint, stems 
from a ruling of the Diocesan Com- 


mittee of the Catholic Church 
which charactesized the Broad- 
way version of “Voice” as “im- 


moral.” A member of good stand- 
ing in the Catholic Church, Ans- 
bro claims that use of his phiz in 
the trailer has proved particularly 


|irksome to him since two of his 
| brothers 
}countered with a general 


are priests. 
denial 
of the allegations. 


SWG’s Ist Meltzer Award 
To ‘Snake Pit’ Scripters 


Hollywood, June 21. 

Screen Writers Guild presented 
the Robert Meltzer Award to 
based on the 
Mary Jane Ward novel, and screen- 
played by Frank Partos and Mil- 
len Brand. It was the first official 
honor bestowed by SWG on any 
member of the scripting craft. The 
for “the picture that 





of the American scene in 1948.” 
Other award winners were ‘‘East- 
er Parade,’ as the best written 


/musical, scripted by Sidney Shel- 
'don, Frances Goodrich and Albert 


Hackett; “Sitting Pretty,” best 


| American comedy, screenplayed by 


F. Hugh Herbert from a novel by 
Gwen Davenport; and ‘Treasure 
of the Sierra Madre,” best writ- 
ten western, scripted by John Hus- 
ton from a novel by B. Traven. 

Meltzer Award was presented by 
the special guest speaker, Oscar 
Hammerstein II. Other awards 
were handed out by William Hold- 
en, George Marshall and _ Ellis 
Arnall. 





Briefs From the Lots 


Hollywood, June 28. 
Paul Short bought the Thames 
Williamson novel, “The Woods 











Colt,” as a starrer for Audie Mur- 
phy ...Z. Wayne Grifin§ an- 
nounced three independent pro- 


ductions, “Genius in the Home,” 
“Lone Star” and “He Who Re- 
turns.” . Republic’s untitled 
story about the Cleveland Indians 
returned to the home lot for in- 


_teriors, with Herbert Kline direct- 
ing... Leon Belasco drew a fea-. 
}tured role in ‘Nancy Goes to Rio” 


at Metro . Family Films, Inc., 
announced a program of three re- 
ligious pictures: “On the Right 
Side,” “Walking With God” and 
“Of Such is the Kingdom.” 

Z Marilyn Maxwell plays the 
other woman” in “Key to the 
City” at Metro... “Cargo to Cape- 
town” is the new tag on “The 
Tougher They Come” at Columbia 
.. . Fritz Lang relinquished rights 
to “Winchester 73,” which will be 
eee by Aaron Rosenberg at 
in the Return Bout” will 
leased as “Joe Palooka 
Counterpunch.” ; 
shifted from television to 

with a term contract at U-I .. . 
Orbit Productions will film Elissa 
Landi’s book, “The Pear Tree.” in 
autumn ... W. R. Frank has lined 
up 423 harness races in various 
parts of the country to plug his 
picture, “The Great Dan Patch.” 


be 
in 
Peggy 


re- 
the 
Dow 
films, 


Warners | 


Monogram’s ‘Joe Palooka | 
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| Goldwyn-DOS 
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| 
owned by a British company do 
Thus, ordinarily, films distributed 
for J. Arthur Rank or Sir Alex. 
‘ander Korda on percentage in the 
_U. S., have their income go into 
‘the pool. 


Goldwyn, Selznick’s Deals 


Since Goldwyn and_ Selznick 
| with relatively few films for dis. 
tribution in England, would get 
very little as their share out of the 
pool, they quickly devised a rela- 
tively simple way of doing better. 
They made deals with Korda by 
which he’d be the producer in Eng- 
land of pictures they’d finance. In 
return,.they would own American 
hemisphere rights to the pictures, 
Inasmuch as the pix thus would be 
U. S.-owned, under terms of the 
arrangement among the companies, 
Goldwyn and Selznick could keep 
all the earnings. 

They maintain now that they 
think their deals completely legiti- 
mate, since they see no difference 
between using frozen funds to pro- 
duce a picture on your own or to 
buy a picture made by someone 
else. As a matter of fact, they 
point out, 20th-Fox purchased sey- 
eral completed Korda pix for dis- 
tribution in this country and Mono- 
gram has.a deal with Associated 
British Pictures along similar lines. 

The whole thing has _ been 
brought into angry focus now and 
recriminations have started to fly 
as result of the Eagle Lion-Rank 
deal (detailed in separate story) 
which carries the evasion of the 
“B” pool arrangement one step 
farther. It threatens to break it 
down altogether, since Universal, 
as a major distrib of Rank product 
in this country, is virtually sup- 
porting the pool by itself now and 
/ won't go on. 

Eagle Lion defends its new ar- 
‘rangement as being perfectly legal 
under terms of the Anglo-U.S. ar- 
irangement and challenges the 
squawking majors to do anything 
about it. As for the British, it is 
all pretty much immaterial to 
them, since they wouldn't, in any 
case, receive the dollar earnings of 


British pix in U. S. 


plained. “If they’re good you can't 
do. them justice by getting out 
volume. On the other hand, small 
'films can be thrown out at any 
/rate and it doesn’t matter too 
much.” 











| Schwalberg 
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No Block-Booking : 

Schwalberg asked for a clearing- 
up of & misconception on Par’s 
new plan to permit exhibs to buy 
a group of films in advance. The 
10 films slated until the end of 
the year or any portion of them 
are being made available in & 
group to smalltown exhibs. There 
is no intention of returning to 
block-booking. He estimates 3.500- 
4,000 exhibs fall into this bracket. 
Besides simplifying Par's sales 
problem it gives exhibs a chance 
to build a backlog of product, he 
said. 

In five or six weeks, Schwalberg 
will bring in all division managers 
to huddle on advertising and sales 
policy for Par’s “The Heiress.” 
Meanwhile, these staffers are sur- 
' veying the field to determine suita- 
ble houses for the company’s Wil- 
liam Wyler opus. Film will be 
booked to cop long pre-release runs 
and for that purpose will prob- 
ably go into smaller-seated houses 
where possible. With a big ad pro 
‘gram planned, understood to run 
‘into $1,000,000, nut for ‘Heiress 
comes to about $4,000,000. No ad- 
vanced prices are contemplated. 

Schwalberg spots a business re 
‘covery during the past 10 days 
based on his company’s picture per 
formances. For that period, box- 
office has been better than at any 
time since the wickets slowed im- 
mediately after - Easter Sunday. 
Citing the fact that “Sorrowful 
| Jones,” Bob Hope starrer. will be 
ithe first film in several years 10 
|run five weeks at the N. Y. Para- 
/mount, Schwalberg said. “It’s the 
‘old story, basically a good film will 
'do business at any time.” 

Max Youngstein, Par’s top ad- 
/pubber, supplemented Schwal- 
berg’s remarks by announcing that 
Par intends to open a new coopera 
tive campaign that ‘goes beyond 
the first-run keys.” Pamphlets and 
other info on key-tested campaigns 
will be forwarded to subsequent 
runs in order to gef to them data 
on ballying three-to-four weeks 


ijmore recent than the pressbooks. 
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NEW YORK 
Sol A. Schwartz, general man- 
ager of RKO Theatres, attended 
unveiling of circuit’s new Orpheum 


in Marshalltown, Ia., last week. He | 
is now in Kansas City to arrange | 


for opening of chain’s new Mis- 
souri there. After his K. C. stop- 
off. Schwartz goes to Cleveland 
where he'll participate in the hoop- 
la accompanying conversion of the 
Palace there to vaude. 


The Theatre Circuit Realty 
Corp. purchased from Charles 
Adolph and Irwin Schnurmacher 


the nine-story building at 233 West 
49th street When certain altera- 
tions are completed it will be oc- 
cupied jointly by the United Art- 
ists Theatre Circuit, Inc., Skouras 
Theatres Corp., and the Metro- 
politan Playhouses. Building is 
fully airconditioned. The pur- 
chase price, including alterations 
for the building, will reach $800,- 
000. 


Recently incorporated Outdoor 
Amus. Co., Mattoon, Ill, is con- 


structing a $120,000 drive-in near 
that city. The incorporators are 
H. R. Risman, Roy O’Keefe and 
M. A. Osborne, who are interested 
in several other drive-ins. 

St. Louis was selected for an- 
nual meeting of MPTOA of St. 
Louis, Eastern Missouri and South- 
ern Illinois. 


Lou Ansell, of Ansell Bros. 
cuit. selected to succeed the 
Fred Wehrenberg as 
ture industry’s rep on 
Cancer Drive committee. 

John Morphet added to the per- 
sonnel of Co-operative Theatres, 
headed by Andy Dietz. Morphet 
will be chief booker, having left 
similar post with Monogram ex- 
change here. 

Andy R. Dietz, general manager 
of Co-Operative Theatres; Emil F. 
Bebermeyer, owner of Vista, Cen- 
tralia, Mo., and Sam Hamburg, 
partner in the ownership of Ave- 
nue, East St. Louis, formed the 
Little Dixie Drive-In theatre. It 
will own and operate a 400-car 
drive-in near Mexico, Mo. 

Oral Pierson, F. B. Youngblood 
and the latter’s son are expected 
to light their new 500-car drive-in 
near Paris, Ill., next month. 

Sam Pirtle, head of Pirtle Amus. 

New 500-car drive-in near Jack- 
sonville, Ill. owned by Central 
Amus. Co., controlled by Elmore 
Suter, Ed Bonacorsi and Howard 


cir- 
late 


Missouri 


motion pic- | 
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F. Busey, being readied for early 
opening. 

Co., Jerseyville, Ill., recovering in 
local hospital following operation. 


MINNEAPOLIS 


Eddie Benjamin, former Warner 
exploiteer and more recently for- 
mer Mayor H. H. Humphrey’s sec- 
retary, to handle exploitation for 
world preem of “Great Dan Patch” 
at State July 23. 

Louis Orlove, Metro exploiteer, 
back on job after. recovery from 
second operation. 

Birger Ronning quit Film Clas- 
sics to join Paramount sales staff, 
succeeding Duane _ Becker, _ re- 
signed. 

Still another independent neigh- 
borhood theatre, the Campus. de- 
manding earlier availability. Wants 
to be moved up from 56 to 42 
days. 

North Central Allied is 
its members to “make the 
Fox new sales policy work.”’ 
bulletin to members points 
that “the policy as presented 
Messrs. Lichtman and Smith 
the recent convention seemed 


asking 
20th- 
New 
out 
by 
at 
to 


meet with the approval of exhibi-, 


tors present—at least no serious 
objections were vofcted to _ it.” 
Basically, the bulletin says, the 
policy includes a commitment to 
sell on any fair basis, flat or other- 
wise, as the exhibitor desires, and 
to leave the local branch manager 
in full and complete charge. 


PHILADELPHIA 


Stanley - Warner Victoria oldest 
midtown film house, ends _ its 
career July 10. Will be torn down 
to make way for a commercial 
firm. 

William F. Brooker, local Par 
flack, unanimously elected com- 
mander of American Legion 
Variety Post 713. 

Princess, which clocked city’s 
longest continuous film run with 
“Paisan,” has dropped foreign film 
| policy for summer. 
| Tiekets for County Fair Night 
| at Shibe Park staged by News here 
and the Variety Club to aid the 
|elub’s summer camp. Besides ball- 
| game, entertainment bill will be 
headed by Frank Sinatra. 
| J. J. Bergin resigned as Para- 
|mount sales manager. His suc- 
|eessor is Harry Buxbaum, from 
| Metro exchange in San Francisco. 

The Vine St. film colony is 
mourning Sam _ Lefko, popular 
RKO salesman, who died in Rush 


hospital after a long session at 
Saranac, N. Y. 


Samuel Palen, sales manager for 


'Monogram here, resigned because 


of ill health. 


CHICAGO 


Irwin Lang, former Monogram 
salesman, moves over to Film 
Classics, replacing Aaron Cole- 


man, who retires after 16 years 


with Republic, United Artists, and | 


FC. Coleman joins theatre equip- 
ment company. 

Jack Allender, formerly with 
Monogram, St. Louis office, joins 
United Artists as country sales- 


man. 

Changes with Balaban & Katz 
circuit managers include Ed 
Dlouhy, Apollo to Garrick; Bill 


Methe, Garrick to Berwyn; Happy 
Meininger, Berwyn to Broadway 
Strand; Don Hoffstetter, Apollo to 
Chicago; Dan Starzyniski, State- 
Lake to Garrick; and Jack Schaef- 
fer, Paradise to Terminal. 

Film Council of America’s second 
annual convention will be held 
here July 30-31 in conjunction 
with National Audio and Visual 
conference. 

Judge John Barnes, Chi federal 
district court, set July 18 as date 
tor start of taking depositions in 
South Bend Auto Drive-In, South 
Bend, Ind., and Benal Theatre 
Corp. equity suits for improved 
clearance. 

BOSTON 

Ralph E. “Red” Pierce appointed 
New England sales rep for Altec 
Service Corp., taking over the 
duties formerly handled by L. G. 
Hacking. 

Construction 
terstate’s new 
Mass. 

Merion Cooper, producer of 
RKO’s “Mighty Joe Young,” is 
planning a tour of this district a 
week before the date set for the 
400 playdate openings. He will 
visit Buffalo, Albany, Bridegport, 
New Haven, Hartford, Springfield, 
Worcester and Boston. 


PITTSBURGH 

Victor Notopoulos succeeded 
Bob Martin as manager of Capi- 
tol, Altoona. Martin is now pilot- 
ing the Shaker theatre in Cleve- 
land. 

Jerry Geinzer, former local ex- 
hib and film salesman now located 
in Fairmont, W. Va., has a new 
roadshow film for distribution. 

Chris Wagner is again operating 
the Paramount, Connellsville, 
house having been transferred back 
to him by Laskey Bros. John T. 
McGreevey, chief booker for Har- 
ris Amus. Co. here, will handle in- 


has started on In- 
ozoner in Avon, 


‘die house’s booking. 
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Also known as 


LEGAL NOTICE 
“WHITE HORSE INN" 


“3M WEISSEN ROSSL” 
“¥’AUBERGE DU CHEVAL BLANC” 
“LA HOSTERIA DEL CABALLITC BLANCO” 


MUSICAL PLAY, MUSIC BY RALPH BENATZKY 
BOOK BY HANS MULLER, LYRICS BY ROBERT GILBERT 


Warner Bros. Pictures, Inc., of New York, hereby gives the motion 
picture industry notice of its rights in the above musical play. 

By agreement dated April 3, 1936 Felix Bloch Erben, the sole owner 
of all dramatic and performing rights in said musical play, granted to 
Warner Bros. Pictures, Inc. the exclusive talking and singing motion 
picture rights (among other rights) in said musical play for the entire 
world. The following named parties ratified, confirmed and approved 
said agreement and agreed to be bound thereby: RALPH BENATZKY, 
HANS MULLER, ROBERT GILBERT and ERIK CHARELL. 

It has come to our attention that attempts have been made or con- 
templated to produce, distribute or exhibit photoplays derived from 
said musical play contrary to our rights under said agreement. 

We intend to protect our rights in said musica] play and will take 
all proper legal action against all parties who engage in the production, 
distribution or exhibition of any motion picture derived from said 
musical play, contrary to the rights granted to us under said agreement. 

All inquiries concerning the motion picture rights in said musical 
play WHITE HORSE INN or any motion picture derived therefrom 

should be addressed to the undersigned. 


WARNER BROS. PICTURES, INC. 
321 W. 44th St., New York 18, N. Y. 


U.S.A. 








i 


aes 


~ Represents Thousands of Theatres 


Headed by Si Fabian of the Fabian circuit, some of the top cir. 


cuit owners in the country have 


already committed themselves to 


subscribe for stock in the newly-formed National Exhibitors Film 
Co. The 23 chains now in represent several thousand important 
\ 


houses. 


unit consists of Sam Pinanski,. 


Executive committee which works with Fabian in forming the 


American Theatres Chain, New 


England; Ted Gamble, board chairman of Theatre Owners of 
America and a midwest operator; Edwin Silverman, Essaness cir. 


cuit, Chicago: J. . 
Comerford-Publix; M. A. Light 
Arthur, Fanchon & Marco; Frec 
Sherrill Corwin, Metropolitan Th 


Myer Schine, Schine circuit; Frank C. 


Walker, 
man, Malco Theatres; Harry ¢ 
1 Schwartz, Century eircuit: and 
eatres, Los Angeles. 


Others who attended the meet at the Waldorf-Astoria, N. y 


over the weekend and have con 
lows: Robert J. 
Rowley, Harold Robb, Jr., 
prez of TOA and head of Lockwo 
Foundation: James Sharkey, Co 


imitted their circuits, are as fo}. 


O'Donnell, Interstate; Edward H. and John H 
Robb & ' 


Rowley; Arthur Lockwood. 
od & Gordon; Pat McGee, Cooper 
operative Theatres of Michigan: 


Samuel and Harold Rinzler and Emanuel Frisch, Randforce circyit- 


Max A. Cohen, Cinema circuit; 
atres of Florida; George Skouras, 
Kermit C. Stengel, Crescent circu 
man theatres; E. C. Grainger, R 
Walter Reade, Jr., Reade circuit. 


Edward D. Martin, Martin The. 
William White, Skouras theatres: 
lit; Daniel J. Lewis, Wisper-Wets. 
ay Smith. Shea Enterprises: and 

















jections raised by Hollywood to 
put up or shut up. “We are not 
only making the suggestions as to 
what films should be made but we 
are also providing the money,” he 
added. “It is an answer to those 
who tell us we don’t know the 
problems of Hollywood. We want 
to help anyone in the business who 
takes our suggestions.” 
Longtime Yen 

Because of those sponsoring the 
new company, industryites regard 
the invasion of Hollywood develop- 
ment as most probable. Fabian, for 
instance, has been yenning a pro- 
duction tieup for a number of years 
and has dickered with United Art- 
ists, Film Classics and other com- 
panies on several occasions. His 
activities have been backed by 
other exhibs with the same desire 
such as Ted Gamble, George Skou- 
ras, Fred Schwartz and Pinanski. 

Although the new company has 
been created purely as a banking 
outfit to start, it is thought that 
the economics of the industry will 
pull it more and more into produc- 
tion. Further evidence of that is 
seen from the statement that the 
company “will keep the door open 
to the formation of new production 
units.”’ 

Outfit has limited investment by 
any one exhib to $100,000 to obtain 
| the broadest possible base of own- 
| ership. Hence, other exhibs will 
be invited to subscribe. Commit- 
ments from other than those who 
converged on the Waldorf have al- 


tion nor will 


that, a stockholder must first offer 
his interest to the group before 
selling it to an outsider. 
only, film will be distributed | 
circuits will get no special break | 
on terms of these films. On the. 
other hand, they are not“tequired | 
to book the pix. It would be to 
their interest to play them, Fabian | 
said, since they have a financial | 
stake in their success. 

NEFC will aim to foster A pro- 
duction. At the same time, it is| 
out to make a profit and believes | 
it can do so by avoiding what look | 
like wrong productions from a 
budget, cast or story angle. | 

Encourage Indie Pix | 

By being prepared to put up sec- | 
ond or risk money, the outfit can. 
encourage a substantial amount of | 
indie production. Banks, it is’ 
thought, will be willing to put up) 
first money once NEFC backs with | 
second coin. However, company | 
will make any sort of deal which 
looks right to it. Pinanski summed 


banker in the industry that knows | 
the business and can get respect | 
from other banks, too.” | 

Formation of NEFC is also seen | 
as a move to head off the product 
shortage. “We have seen the dry- | 
ing up of independent production,” | 
Fabian said. ‘We have seen the’ 
curtailment of schedules of pro- 
duction companies. We _ propose 
to stimulate independent produc- 
tion, and this we hope to do in 
harmony with the established pro- 
duction institutions, and we hope 
they will wish us well.” 

To avoid any possibility of a’ 








Government crackdown, Robert L. 


| Wright, former ass’t attorney gen- 


eral who handled the main anti- 





Exhibs’ H’wood Invasion | 


Continued from page 5 


ready been received, Fabian said. | 
There will be no public subscrip- | 
any but exhibs be. 
permitted to buy stock. To insure | 


Since NEFC is acting as banker § 


through existing channels. Member jj 


it as “being in the position of a — 


——$— 





ee 





trust action, has been retained as 
consultant. Wright is advising on 
how to conform with the monopoly 
laws. Number of Paramount part- 
ners will undoubtedly move into 
the picture when their tieups with 
Par are dissolved. 








Test Drive-ins 


! 
| 
| 
| 
Continued from page 5 —— 











a 
Theatre Owners 
Schoeneman said 
been “reconsidered.” 

“Drive-in theatres,’ Government 
official said, designed to 
serve patrons who will arrive ina 
car and witness a movie while re- 
maining in a car. The term ‘park- 
ing charge’ ordinarily implies a 
charge made for ‘parking’ a car 
while the passengers are elsewhere 
than where the car is parked. Such 
a charge does not ordinarily de- 
note a charge made for ‘parking’ a 
car while the occupants are wit- 
nessing an outdoor movie er some 
other attraction. In view thereof, 
it is held ... the so-called ‘park- 
ing charge’ is, in fact, a charge for 
an accommodation within the 
meaning of section 1704 of the 
| Code, and is subject to the admis- 
| sions tax.” 


America, 
ruling had 


of 
this 


“are 








OUTDOOR 
REFRESHMENT 


Now Specializing 
in Refreshment 
Service for 


CONCESSIONAIRES 


from Coast to Coast 


over '/4 Gentury DRIVE-IN THEATRES 








SPORTSERVICE, Inc. 14cO8s BROS. 
HURST BLDG. BUFFALO, N.Y. 


New York Theatres 


RAY JEAN PAUL 

MILLAND @ PETERS @ DOUGLAS 

. o 
“It Happens Every Spring 

A 20th Century-Fox Picture 
On Variety Stage—THE ANDREWS SISTERS 
On ice Stage—'‘FIESTA™’ 

Starring Arnold SHODA-Marie McCLENAHAN 


—— R Oo X Y oy 


RADIO CITY MUSIC HALL 


Reckefetler Center 
June Haver Ray Bolger Gordon MacRae 


“LOOK FOR THE 
SILVER LINING” 


Color by TECHNICOLOR 
A Warner Bros. Picture 
SPECTACULAR STAGE PRESENTATION 
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Produced by REPUBLIC Studios 
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“NBC’S ELUSIVE 


"Lesson No. 24: How to Save Money ET APPRAISS ‘Affiliates Reported to Have Nixed ABC 
c AFTER’ In Request for Additional Free Hours 


+ ABC, in a bid to establish a new 


—? 





New 
show 


Ss moves the AM version of “ iT ora 
Tu night spot being vacated by “Strike It Rich” next week. 


Tuesday 


Tele version is heard Monday n 


just a playback formality. 
NBC is following suit. When t 


s and air them for AM listeners. 


est trend in radio is to tape the sound portions of video 


That’s what happens when 
It Pays To Be Ignorant” into the 


ights on CBS-TV and it becomes 


he web’s “Who Said That” quizzer 


returns to the airlanes, it will be a taped-playback version of the 


Saturday night telecast. 
Moves represent the latest 

wherever possible. 

the 


maneuvering to effect 
CBS, tor example 
shelf to do summer replacement duty. 


economies 
is now dusting oldies off 
When Procter & Gamble 


takes a hiatus on its Thursday night “FBI In Peace and War” on 


July 7, Columbia will yank out 
tainer. 


the “Broadway’s My Beat” sus- 


It had previously had a short reign. 


Summertime exit of “Strike It Rich” in the face of a 10 rating 
opposite Fibber & Molly this past season also represented “budget 


conscious” strategy on the part 


of the web. When it returns in 


the fall (both as an AM-TV showcase), packager Frank Cooper 
and crator Walt Framer say it will have an added feature “which 
will make it possible for any single contestant to win up to a 


million dollars in merchandise prizes.” 
‘ ? _ 


That’s what the man said. 





Milking of Radio Stations for Cu 


fo 








T 
NN 4 
By GEORGE ROSEN 


It's now six months since Niles 
Trammell & Co. sat down with the 
affiliate membership in Chicago 
and won an overwhelming endorse- 
ment for NBC in the wake of the 
CBS top talent raids. The endorse- 
ment was based on a number of 
promises—to plug the holes with 
qualitative programming in a bid 
to maintain NBC supremacy; to 
embark on an unprecedented pro- 
motion-exploitation job to make 
the nation more “NBC conscious,” 
and, notably, to indulgé in a crea- 
tive programming binge—both AM 
and TV-wise. 

On Sept. 7, the annual NBC con- 
vention is going to take place at 
Greenbriar, in White. Sulphur 
Springs, Va. And it’s conceded 
that the affiliate boys are going to 
be asking a lot of embarrassing 


° ° . Po questions of NBC, particularly on 
me all ll S tirs | Inc the major item known as creative 
programming, unless there's a 


Chicago, June 28. 

Growls were registered among 
the 300 directors at the first NAB 
program clinic against non-profit, 
public health and service agencies 
which milk radio stations for free 
time and plugs, yet don’t include 
broadcasters in budget allotments. 

Mentioned by name were such 
national organizations as American 
Cancer Society, Red Cross, U. 5S. 
Armed Forces and March of 
Dimes, which, according to station 


execs, have healthy budgets for 


publicity, yet expect broadcasters 
to kick in with valuable time that 
can otherwise be sold commer- 
cially. 

Dissent was touched off by Can- 
cer Society rep who asked for pro- 
gram ideas and suggestions for 
seciety’s radio program. He was 
flatly told by several station people 
that outlets would like to see some 
money coming in along with the 
public service shows. Hefty ap- 
plause followed, indicating that 
majority of programmers felt same 
Way. 


One broadcaster, who asked that 
his name be withheld against pos- | 
station | 
netted money on public servicers 


sible reprisal, said his 


by taking cut of receipts, and felt 
justified because it did good fund- 
raising job. 

Judge Justine Miller, NAB presi- 
dent, opened clinic with advice to 
broadcasters to render useful pub- 
lie service on profitable basis, 
without any apologies for making 
profits. 

Maurice Mitchell, director of 
Broadcast Advertising Bureau, told 
programmers they must get every 
available dollar's worth of business 
for advertisers because bankrollers 
are scarce, and must be shown how 
they are getting money’s worth. 

Lewis Avery, of Avery-Knodel., 
station reps, scolded stations for not 


supplying their reps with enough | 


detailed info about local shows 
$o that reps can do efficient job of 
Selling them. Also dealing out 
hard facts: was Sylvester (Pat) 
Weaver, Young & Rubicam veepee, 
who said liaison between agency 


and stations must be better in fu- | 


ure, 80 that radio’s selling impact 
will be more aggressive. 


L. A. STATIONS SLAPPED 
FOR CUT-RATING TIME 


Hollywood, June 28. 
ves cutting by indie radio sta- 
Pe has brought a stiff rebuke 
Castere cuthern California Broad- 
namea Ass’n Committee has been 
ie to ferret out the offenders, 
wie Fy on cost-per-inquiry 
ing See sek Stations are sell- 

hae with complete disregard 
and thes rate cards, Says SCBA, 
ice may ‘i. oe in the prac- 





sociation, opped from the as- 
= Will be supported by the 


the campaign to “educate 
ts and agencies on the 
me value of orthodox time 
8 by the rate card.” 


advertise 
Ong-ti 
yin 


+ 





Frieda Hennock 
(the first femme member 
of FCC) 
discusses 
*“My First Year” 

x *« *® 


an interesting byline feature in the 
4th Annual 


Radio-TV 
Review & Preview Number 
of 


VARIETY 


Out Next Month 














Gardner Seen 
~ Signing ‘Duffy 
For Blatz Beer 


| 
Question of whether Blatz Beer | 


(Schenley) would buy the Burns 
and Allen radio package, which 
CBS has been pitching up, or settle 
for Ed Gardner's “Duffy’s Tavern,” 
is expected to resolve itself within 
the next 48 hours in the Milwau- 
kee brewery signing a deal with 
Gardner. Otufit figures “Duffy” 
format is a natural for beer spon- 
soiship. Reported price for the 
package is $15,000, representing a 
‘hike of about $1,500 over the price 
Bristol-Myers has been paying. 
Show will probably wind up 
again on the NBC roster in the fall, 
with the web pitching up the Wed- 
nesday 10-10:30 p.m. segment now 
occupied by “Big Story,” which 
would be shifted to another time. 
(Continued on page 55) 


Old Gold May Switch 
Radio Networks, Too, 
In Addition to Tele 


Old Gold may wind up not only 





changing networks on its “Ama- | 


teur Hour” TV showcase, but dit- 


toing as well on the hour-long ra- 


dio version. 

“Amateur Hour” air stanza has 
been heard this past season 
Wednesday nights on ABC as part 
of the Bing Crosby-Groucho Marx- 
Milton Berle parlay. But with the 
collapse of that lineup. OG wants 
a new deal. ABC has Deen pitch- 
ing up Thursday night, but so has 
NBC. dangling before the ciggsie 
company the 9 to 10 stretch pre- 
viously occupied by Kraft (Al Jol- 
; son) ‘and Sealtest (Dorothy La- 
mour), both of which have faded. 
OG is inclined to look with favor 
on the latter proposition. : 

Similarly, the “Amateur Hour 
video version may move from Du- 
,Mont to CBS-TV in the fall. 


' 


drastic revamp in the network's 
thinking between now and the 
early fall date. 

In the wake of CBS’ upsurge into 
its present dominant position, 
NBC, it’s recognized, has made 
some counter-strides. It engineered 
successfully the U. S. Steel ‘‘The- 
atre Guild of the Air” coup in en- 
ticing it over from ABC to NBC 
to restore some stature to the Sun- 
day night lineup. On the promo- 
tion-exploitation-publicity side, it is 
making its greatest advances, em- 
barking this fall on an all-out cam- 
paign unparallelled in web annals, 
with likelihood that some $500,000 
will be spent. (U. S. Steel, pur- 
portedly, has been promised $100,- 
000 worth of promotion.) Even the 
sales boys have been a plus factor 
in recent months, pounding the 
beat and telling an impressive 
story—with what they've got to 
work on. 

Product Vs. Product 


Strictly on the basis of NBC's 
|super-promotional splurge, it’s con- 
| sidered very likely that when the 
| initial fall ratings are tallied, NBC 
|may edge out CBS. And on this 
basis, NBC will promote to the hilt, 
in effect “promoting its promo- 

(Continued on page 36) 


CBS' CUFFO NBC TIME 


Martin & Lewis Insistence on Plug- 
ging Pic Cues Embarrassment 











NBC execs are reportedly miffed 
over the insistence of their new 
comedy team, Jerry Lewis and 
Dean Martin, plugging via their 
radio airer their upcoming “My 
Friend Irma” Paramount pic, 
scheduled for release in the early 
fall. (Film was sneak-previewed 
for radio execs last night (Tues.) 
at Loew’s Lexington, N. Y.) 

What particularly irks, NBC is 
that “Irma” is a CBS owned-and- 
operated property, not only an 
adaptation of its high-rated Mon- 
day night comedy stanza, but in- 
volving a percentage deal on the 
film’s grosses for the web. 
| NBC got some measure of con- 
solation in Par’s agreement to plug 


| of 1950. 


Congressional Chambers 


“CREATIVE D 


RADIO 23 


EPI. 











Carroll Carroll 
asks 
‘Has AM Entered 
Its PM?’ 
* * e 


an interesting feature 
in the forthcoming 
Radio-TV 
Review & Preview Number 


of 


modus operandi in the wake of 
retrenchments and economic up- 
heaval within the organization, is 
reported to have asked its affiliate 
stations for additional free hours 
of time. The gesture, however, 
met with a succession of rebuffs, 
it's reported. 

Basic contracts of the webs with 
their affiliates provide for an ini- 
tial certain number of hours of 
anv week going to the networks 
cuffo to permit for payment of 
wires, administrative functions, 
etic. ABC had thus hoped to pick 





VARIETY 


Out Next Month 


Cantor's Two $64 
Questions; One To 


NBC on TV in 1950 


Eddie Cantor has two unique 
radio and television deals in his 
back pocket. One is as emcee of 
the Eversharp “Take It Or Leave 
It’? ($64 question) show Sunday 
night, replacing Garry Moore on 
that Biow agencyed package, and 
the other is an NBC deal directly 
signed with the network. | 

NBC president Niles Trammell 
and the comedian may journey to 
Cambridge, Mass., today (Wed.) 
powwow Charles Luckman on a 
Lever Bros. account. As for video, 
Cantor receives a lump sum con- 
sideration which gives NBC an op- 
tion on his TV services in the fall | 
In the meantime he stays 
NBC on the Lever (or some other) 
account, in addition to the “Take 
It” program. | 

If both deals are consummated | 
it will be a double-featured “new” 
Cantor in this respect: his “Can- 
tor’s Mail Bag” will be a talent 
quest show, on reduced scripting, | 


(Continued on page 36) 

















Getting Overhaul; Won't 
Be Wired for AM, TV 


Washington, June 28. | 

They are going to rebuild the 
interiors of both the House and | 
Senate Chambers during the last | 
six months of this year. But neither 
place will be wired for radio or 
video, despite requests from sev-. 
eral members of Congress. 

Bluntly, the congressional com- | 
mittee in charge of the alterations 
is afraid of the lens louses. It was | 
figured that if the sessions were. 
permanently covered by radio and | 


''TV, the statesmen would be up on | 


via their exploitation the duo's | 


NBC tieup. 


their feet constantly, orating and | 
gesticulating for the benefit of the | 


(Continued on page 36) 








Who Said Radio's Dead? 


| 


The summer radio premiere lineup kicks off in earnest over the 


coming weekend, with 14 new shows scheduled to preem on the net- 
Following is the complete lineup for Friday (1), Saturday, | 


works. 


| 


Sunday and Monday, in case anyone was wondering where the | 


VARIETY reviewing staff will spend the weekend: | 
Show Network Day Time 
NBC Theatre ......... ». NBC Friday :30 p.m, 
Screen Directors Playhouse ..NBC Friday 9 p.m. 
Red Barber’s Clubhouse CBS Saturday 6:30 p.m. 
Dick Jurgens’ Treasury Show CBS Saturday 7 p.m. 
Mystery Hall ............. WOR Sunday 3:30 p.m. 
Voices and Events .......... NBC Sunday 5:30 p.m. 
Guy Lombardo NBC Sunday 7:30 p.m. 
Four-Star Playhouse NBC Sunday 8 p.m. 
Sheilah Graham ......... Mutual Sunday 9:30 p.m. 
Your Marriage ......... Mutual Monday 11:15 a.m. 
Young Love ...-.sesseeses CBS Monday 8:30 p.m. 
Leave It to Joan...... CBS Monday 9 p.m. 
Breakfast With Burrows CBS Monday 9:30 p.m. 
Strawhat Concerts .......... CBS Monday 10 p.m. 


up more of these ‘converted 
hour...” 

Eves of the industry are being 
focused on ABC to learn what, if 
anvthing, board chairman Ed No- 
ble has in mind in resolving a 
blueprint for the future. The web 
has lost some valuable accounts 
and programs and on top of that 
has been pouring millions into its 
TV operation. 

Prexy Mark Woods, for one, 
champions a brand new concept 
in sales approach to invite spon- 
sors on a monthly or short-range 
»Sasis, instead of committing them 
to a 26, 39 or 52-week contract. 


Colgate Eyes. 
Martin & Lewis 


There’s a strong possibili‘y that 
Colgate may latch on to sponsor- 
Ship of the Dean Martin-Jerry 
Lewis NBC comedy show in the 
fall. Client has dropped Judy 
Canova from its Saturday night 
schedule, moving its Dennis Day 
program from 10 p.m. into the 
Canova 9:30 segment. If the 
M&l. deal goes through, the pair 
would take over the 10 o'clock 
stretch, thus allowing for the pres- 
ent contiguous rate setup. 

Martin & Lewis now occupy the 
Tuesday night time vacated by Bob 
Hope. Original plan was for Lever 
Bros. (Hope's sponsor) to pick up 
the tab as a summer replacement, 
but there was a last-minute change 
of heart, with result that the duo 
se still riding the sustaining cir- 
cuit. 

Chief factor motivating Colgate 
is said to be its reaction to M&L’s 
performance in the new Paraniount 
“My Friend Irma” pic, which was 
previewed for Colgate execs last 
week, thus indicating that Colgate 
has TV plans also in mind for the 
comics. 











STAR-STUDDED GOTHAM 


Top Radio Personalities in N. Y., 
Chiefly for TV Huddles 





The Brown Derby (Hollywood) 
fraternity has virtually moved 
bodily into its Toots Shor (N.Y.) 
counterpart this past week, with 
such topflight radio personalities 
as Jack Benny, Eddie Cantor, Al 
Jolson, Ed Gardner, Dennis Day 
and Edgar Bergen in for a Gotham 
quickie. 

Chief item on the huddling 
agenda (involving NBC, CBS, Wil- 
liam Morris, MCA and assorted ad 
agencies) has been their potentials 


|in television; i.e., how soon, “kine 


vs. live,” financial terms, plus a 


| wholesale kickaround of the “ifs” 


and ‘‘buts.” 


Grove Labs’ ‘Shadow’ 


Grove Laboratories has bought 
“The Shadow” on more than 400 
MBS stations, starting Sunday, 
Sept. 11, for its Grove and F. W. 
Fitch products. The agency is 
Harry B. Cohen. Sponsorship of 
“Shadow” in 5( eastern markets by 
the D. L. & W. Co. for Blue Coal 
will not be affected by the move. 

Mutual also announced renewal 
of “Nick Carter” on 475 stations by 
Cudahy for Old Dutch Cleanser. 
The 52-week contract is effective 
Sept. 11. The agency is Grant. 
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Metro Running a Radio Fever In 


Complete 


Metro, which for years has pur-+# 


sued an anti-radio policy that kept 
many of its stars and properties 
off the airwaves, has made a sharp 
about-face and is now offering 
eight series of transcribed stanzas 
for local radio sponsorship. 
Behind the move is the yen for 
publicizing its talent and yarns, at | 
the same time that it picks up coin 
by ‘entering the transcription biz. | 





It has created Metro-Goldwyn- 
Mayer Radio Attractions, headed | 
by Bertram Lebhar, Jr., sales di- | 
rector of WMGM, Loew’s-owned 
N. Y. indie. The eight shows were 
originally planned to hypo 
WMGM’s program sked, but are 


now being offered as open-enders | 
for sale to stations across the coun- | 
try in a project which will also get 
the studio air plugs. | 
One series is “MGM Theatre of | 
the Air,” an hour-long open-ender | 
presenting Howard Dietz, Metro | 
advertising-publicity v.p., as host. | 
Directed by Marx Loeb and scored | 
by Joel Herron, WMGM music di- | 
rector, “Theatre” stars a number of | 
the studio’s names, including Debo- 
rah Kerr, Burgess Meredith, Mar- 
garet O’Brien, Edward Arnold, Van 
Heflin, Marlene Dietrich, Margaret 


Sullavan, Brian Aherne, Charles 
Laughton, John Garfield, Fredric | 


March and Florence Eldridge. M-G 


properties in which they perform | 
include “Canterville Ghost,” “Anna | 
Karenina,” ‘Johnny Eager,” “Cita- 


del,” “H. M. Pulham, and 


“Prizefighter and the Lady.’ 


Esq.” 
’ 

Other programs in the line-up in- 
clude: “Good News from _ Holly- 
wood,” three 15-minute broadcasts 
weekly, starring George Murphy in 
interviews with Hollywood celebs; 


“At Home with Lionel Barrymore,” | 


three 15-minute shows weekly with 
the actor reminiscing on his career; 
“Crime Does Not Pay,’ weekly 
half-hour adaptations, of the 
studio’s two-reelers; ‘Hollywood, 
U.S. A.,” cross-the-board 15 minute 


airer written and conducted by 
Paula Stone and featuring inter- 
views with stars: “Maisie,” half- 


hour dramatizations of the films 

which were also heard in an air 

version; “Adventures of Dr. Kil- 
(Continued on page 36) 


Ala. Station Switches 
Ball Game to Rival Indie 
To Permit Fight Pickup 


Florence, Ala., June 28. 
WJOI, ABC affiliate here, found 
an unorthodox solution for a pro- 
gram conflict last week. Station’s 
dilemma resulted from fact that it 





was committed to carry the web’s | 


airing of the Joe Walcott-Ezzard 
Charles championship match at the 
same time it was skedded to broad- 
cast the opening game of the Base- 
ball Congress Tournament. 

Manager Joe T. Van Sandt met 
the situation by buying time on 
WMFT, competitive indie, to com- 
mei without interruption the play- 

y-play of the baseball contest un- 
der way. Announcement was made 
by WJOI, just before it joined the 
network fightcast, that listeners 
could take their choice of the two 
live programs, through the cooper- 
ation of WMFT. Diamond stanza 
was presented in behalf of the 
local savings bond drive with the 
Florence Junior Chamber of Com- 
merce staging the tourney. 





Powell, ‘Playhouse’ 


In NBC Time Shifts 


Dick Powell’s private eye show, 
eurrently slotted Sunday at 7 on 
NBC, will be moved over to Satur- 
day night at 10 when the web’s 
new “Hollywood Calling”  give- 
away preems next week in the 
6:30-7:30 Sabbath time. 

In a further shuffling of the 
summertime roster, the network 
plans shifting the ‘Radio City 
Playhouse” from Monday night 
into the Saturday period preced- 
ing Powell, for an eight-week re- 
prise of ‘‘Playhouse’s” top scripts 
of the past season. 





Abilene, Tex. When it was 
found that there would not be suf- 
ficient workers and trucks to har- 
vest the wheat in this area, a series 
of radio appeals were made over 
KWKC and KRBC here with the 
result that sufficient additional 
trucks and workers responded to 
complete the harvest. 


Reversal of Policy 





FM: Forget Mine 


Washington, June 28. 


Okay, we will dismiss your 
applications but not ‘“‘without 
prejudice.” So stated the FCC 
last week in granting a joint 
petition from three Pennsyl- 
vania broadcasters requesting 
dismissal of their applications 
for FM stations. Commission 
had gone to a lot of trouble to 
hold proceedings on the com- 


peting applications It held 
hearings, issued a proposed de- 
cision, and heard oral argu- 


ments on objections to the de- 


cision. And what thanks does 
it get? The applicants get to- 


gether, including the favored 
one, and petition “that they 
do not desire the FM construc- 
tion permits requested” and 
want the applications ‘“dis- 
missed without prejudice.”’ 

The applicants were WKBO 
in Harrisburg, KRAW in Read- 
ing, and WORK in York. 


Novik’s Labor Chain 
For Liberal Gabbers; 


Pact Top Personalities 


Morriss Novik, consultant for the 
International Ladies Garment 
| Workers’ and United Auto Work- 
ers’ union-sponsored stations, is 
building a labor network that will 
provide outlets for liberal com- 
mentators, 

WFDR, ILGWU FM indie in 
N. Y., started a _ cross-the-board 
series Monday (27) which will air 
gab sessions by Marquis Childs, 
N. Y. Post columnist; John Car- 
mody, former WPA director; John 
Herling, Washington correspondent 
of International Labor News Serv- 
ice; Robert Nathan, economist, and 
Mrs. Raymond Clapper, wife of the 
late N. Y. World-Telegram col- 
umnist. Originating station is 
WCFM, D. C. cooperative station. 
'WFDR will feed WDET, Detroit, 
|and WCUO, UAW outlet in Cleve- 
land, which preems today (Wed.). 
WFLN, Philadelphia, is also ex- 
pected to join the “network.” 

Arrangements are also. being 
made to carry daily interviews with 
senators and representatives on 
, Congressional activities. 








Samuels to WFDR 
Hartley L. Samuels has been 
/named director of sales at WFDR, 
'the new FM station in New York 
_ City sponsored by the Internation- 
al Ladies’ Garment Workers’ 
Union. 
| Prior to joining station, Samuels 
| had been the executive in charge 
| of Lancer Productions, indie pro- 
| gram production organization serv- 
‘ing radio and television. 


WAYS’ 5006 FOR 


Sales 











Greensboro, N. C., June 28. 
WAYS, of Charlotte, has filed 
with the FCC an application for 
| permission to erect new facilities 
costing approximately $500,000 on 
a 50-acre site near Charlotte. 

The application, according to 
Walter H. Goan, WAYS general 
manager, asks authorization of a 
broad development project con- 
vering AM, FM and _ television 
broadcasting facilities. 

It includes the erection of a 450- 
foot AM tower at the new site to 
|replace the present 312-foot AM 
transmitter at Oakdale, and the 
erection of a 525-foot tower for TV 
and FM broadcasting. 

Housing for television broadcast- 
ing will also be constructed on 
site, eight miles from the city. 
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Hooper Pay Cutback 


| Television-engendered cutbacks 
in the radio industry have now 
caught up with the C. E. Hooper 
organization. Although no person- 
|nel have been lopped off the Hoo- 
per staff, most of thein have taken 
pay cuts which Hooper said was 
necessitated by his expansion into 

Those staffers now earning be- 
tween $200-$600 per month have 
been trimmed 10, while any 
above the $600 monthly marker 
will henceforth get 15% less. 








| AN-EM-TV SPREAD 


Distinguished News Woman 


LUCILLE HASTINGS 


For four successive years, Lucille 
Hastings has walked off with top 
ionors in the National Press 
Women's contest for the best pre- 


For KLZ she edits 
prize-winning newscasts every day. 


KLZ, Denver. 


pared newscast. 








BMB Sets Aug. 15 


Deadline on Data 


Broadcast Measurement Bureau 


has set Aug. 15 as its deadline 
for assembling data in its Study 
No. 2. Need for the deadline, ac- 


cording to acting BMB prexy Ken- 
neth H. Bak. -, is that tallying re- 
sults from approximately 500,000 
ballots covering 
America must be completed quick- 
guarantee of 
report by fall. 

Baker said that all 
formation has now been received 
and that subscriber data will be 
processed first, followed by infor- 
mation on non-subscribers request- 
ed by members. Stations planning 
to join, Baker said, should do so 
before the Aug. 15 deadline if they 
want to get the study on time. 

“Because of the vastness of this 
task,” Baker declared, “we will 
not be able to interrupt the flow 
of material on the production line 
for insertions of post-deadline sub- 
scribers. Those whose subscrip- 
tions are received after the dead- 
line will not get their reports until 
all other data requested by sub- 
scribers, advertisers and agencies 
have been completed.” 


WNYC, on Eve of 25th 


Anni, Files for Fulltime; 
Gites Accomplishments 


WNYC, New York’s municipal 
\Station, filed with the Federal Com- 


every county in 


ly to delivery the 


basic in- 





munications Commission on Mon- | 


day (27) its application for fulltime 


nighttime. 
Cohn & Marks, station’s D. C. reps. 
Accompanying the petition was 
a program exhibit which argued 
that no other station in the area 
offers the services provided by 
WNYC and cited stanzas on atomic 
energy, live concerts, forums on 
health and civic issues and other 
public service projects. Document, 
signed by Mayor William O’Dwyer, 
is expected to meet opposition 
from CBS, which operates WCCO, 
Minneapolis, on the same _ fre- 
quency. 
| WNYC will celebrate its 25th 
anni on July 7 with greetings re- 
corded by Lauritz Melchior, Eddie 
Cantor, Norman Corwin, Jose Fer- 
rer, George Denny, Mrs. Eleanor 
Roosevelt and other celebs. 





“TV Is Such a 
Challenge’’ 


comments 
Max Liebman 
~*~ * * 
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operation at 5kw daytime and lkw | 
Brief was prepared by | 
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IN NEW YORK CITY... 


Thesper Marie Kenny into “Happy Birthday” at new Falmouth Plays 
house, Mass..... Bill Tuttle, AM-TV veepee of Ruthrauff & Ryan, leaves 
today (29) for month’s vacation in Europe... .Richard H. Roffman starts 
new stanza, “Summer Session Forum of the Air,” on WEVD July 6 


Jack Lacy, the WINS (N. Y.) disk jockey, to wed Agnes Code, an 
executive secretary at the indie, July 21....WOR’s John B. Gambling 
returns from Europe today (29) Virginia Martel, secretary to CRS: 


Helen Sioussat, married Morton Barrett of CBS-TV operations Neal 
Hathaway, CBS program promotion boss, to Stone Harbor, N. J.. for a 





respite.... Daughter born to the Martin Karls at Women’s hospital (22), 
|Father is member of Mariners quartet on Arthur Godfrey show 
Dodgers’ Peewee Reese guest on kickoff show of “Red Barber’s Clyp 
House” on CBS AM and TV July 2 Radioites proffing at Adelphi 
College’s Summer Radio-TV Workshop in Garden City, L. 1, include 
scripter Joseph Liss, producer-directors Martin Magner and Charles 
Harrell, and Paul L. Brownstone, former traffic manage KLZ, 
Denver. Flora R. Schreiber is director of Workshop. 

ABC's Milton Cross assigned by Encyclopedia Britannica to do stories 
on five operas in the “M” volume: “Marriage of Figaro,” “Mignon,” 
“Manon,” “Manon Lescaut” and “Die Meistersinger”’....Phil Alampi, 
WJZ farm news editor, elected prexy of Rutgers U. class of °34._.. 
Allen Prescott to sub on ABC’s “Breakfast Club” week of July 4 while 
Don MeNeill vacations in Ontario Three Columbia College students 
awarded scholarships by WHOM group, “5kw Club,” which recently 
staged a show for the purpose of raising funds....Josef Stopak, con- 
ductor of ABC's ‘‘Let’s Go to the Met,” to be principal baton wielder 
of the Concord Hotel Summer Symphonies, starting July 7 at Kiamesha 


ol 


Lake Hi Brown will produce “Mystery Hall,” starting Sunday (3) on 
WOR Seymour Siegel, WNYC topper, and Mary V. Ahearn, ABC 


public affairs supervisor, left Sunday (26) to attend the International 
Seminar on Educational Radio of the U. of Chicago ....Elizabeth Morgan 
joins “Our Gal Sunday” cast Wendell Holmes to “Backstage Wife” 
and Arthur Maitland to “Just Plain Bill’ roster Jacqueline Billings. 
ley, Donald Buka, Kermit Murdock and Peter Capell new “Front Page 
Farrell’ Edward Price Enrich resigned last week as assistant diree- 
tor of ABC’s sales presentation department, to take a year’s vacation 
traveling in the South Pacific. On the day he resigned he received 
notice to appear for jury duty in N. Y. federal district court. 


Milt Bacon, WCBS, seriously ill at Glen Cove, Long Island. Forced 


to cancel speaking engagements Ted Malone, home only a week 
after a 10,000-mile jaunt to and around Europe, left Sunday (26) on a 


15,000-mile auto tour of the U. S. and Canada. He’ll continue his ABC 
stanza while traveling Frank White, Jim Wallen, Ted Streibert and 
Jack Poppele back from MBS board meeting at White Sulphur Springs 

Kim Chan, of the House of Chan eatery, played a Chinese charac- 
ter Monday (27) on NBC’s “Cavalcade of America” biog of his cousin 


Sou WOR flack Bob Blake leaves Friday (1) for two weeks in Nan- 
tucket George Petrie, lead in CBS’ “Call the Police,’ opened Mon- 
day (27) at Cohasset, Mass., summer theatre, and will follow with ap- 


.WOR’s Edythe Meserand back 
Charlie King, of King Radio Pro- 
ductions, became pater of a daughter Sunday (26), his sixth Elliott 
Nevins, 17-year-old high school student, starts an eight-week disk 
jockey stint on WOV Monday (4) after copping the indie’s platter spin- 
ning contest. 


IN HOLLYWOOD... 


Benay Venuta’s “Keep Up With the Kids,” which had a short life on 
Mutual, will get five 15’s on CBS if Harry Ackerman can clear the time 
Len Bush and Brewster Morgan of Compton around; Morgan to 
oversee production of the teevee films for Procter & Gamble, and Bush 
/on a motor vacation....Al Woolley, head of NBC recording, became a 
| pater last week. Ma is the former Dalpha Faskin, assistant manager of 
| ee sales promotion department....Alec Templeton auditioned sing- 
|ers here for a musical strip D’Arcy agency recommended to Coca-Cola, 
| He would do his piano specialty and intro newcomers with promise.. 
|Thompson's Corny Jackson took his tennis racquets down to Coronado 
for the international tournament....ABC signed five-year lease on 
Tom Breneman restaurant where net has been remoting some of its 
daytime audience shows... Don Quinn’s ‘Hall of Ivy’ record getting 
a heavy play in the commission houses. It’s the kind of show he’s been 
wanting to do for years. Nat Wolff directed and hustling a sale.... 
Larry Berns signed seven-year deal as CBS producer-director. 


| Ed Conklin, KNX day news editor, took himself a bride, Ruth Ashton 
of KNX public affairs... Cy Howard dashed for Europe after last 
broadcast of “My Friend Irma.” He’ll prowl the Continent for two 
months... .Sheilah Graham and Erskine Johnson split up the three 
weeks while Jimmie Fidler undergoes his annual checkup at Scripps 
clinic down the Coast Bob Buckley of Benton & Bowles in town to 
wrap up “Armchair Detective’ for Whitehall’s teevee entry Lum 
and Abner hustled to N. Y. to talk over the format of their tele show 
at CBS Jess Oppenheimer, who used to be a gag writer. will direct 
and supervise script on the Edgar Bergen stanza....Ampex is coming 
out with a portable tape recorder that’s an exact duplicate of the big 
machine, It's for remotes and picture companies are also showing an 
_interest....Ethlyn “Skip” Bookwalter leaving AFRA to tend the home 
fires, bringing back Austin Sherman as field supervisor... . Frank Galen, 
scripter for Dennis Day, whipping up the dialog for the Bill Goodwin 
audition. ...William Keighley house-partied his Lux crew after the last 
broadcast, an annual custom... Burl Ives showed his appreciation of 
Jane Lait’s press agentry by naming his new sailing boat Lady Jane ..- 
If Campbell soup can’t get Gordon MacRae for Club 15 they'll likely 
string along with Bob Crosby. MacRae is exclusive to Railroad Hour 
and next season's renewal is practically assured. 


IN CHICAGO ... 


| Shelby Gordon, midwest veepee of Radio Writers Guild, has turned 
‘in his resignation, effective June 30, on doctor’s orders. ... WIND sports 
caster Bert Wilson did a tape recorded interview with baseball player 
Eddie Waitkus, recovering from gunshot wounds....Charlie J. Moore. 
back from two-month Coast vacation, has joined Radio & Television Pub- 
licity Corp. sales promotion outfit, as administrative staffer....Fahey Flynn 
and Jim Conway of WBBM started new five min. human interest series 
Mon. (27), titled “New Look at Life”. ...Mutual midwest sales manager 
Mac Ward vacationing on Long Island, N. Y.....Mareia Kuyper new 
NBC scripter... Soprano Etta Motten and baritone Bruce Foote head- 
ing WGN’s Chi Theatre of the Air program July 2 Sports ed Dick 
Hackenberg of Sun-Times on WJJD sports panel....WLS program di- 
rector Harold Safford on vacation WMOR chief engineer Dave Pivan 
made commencement address at Midway Institute....WGN asst. mane 
ager Paul Brines on temporary leave of absence for summer period 

Dick Jurgens’ Treasury Show to air from WBBM studio July 16-Aug. 6 
....NBC commentator George Hicks broadcast his regular stint from 
Chi Railroad Fair Sun. (26). Sponsor U. S. Steel hosted Hicks al press 
party in Union League Club ...WBBM producer Hooper White emcee 
ing Evanston Soap Box Derby July 4....Dave Lasley, NBC promotion 
chief, in San Francisco WBBM announcer Earl Nightingale taking 
over “Shoppin’ With the Missus,” transcribed daily Farm director 
Harry Campbell taking over Paul Gibson’s WBBM “Morning Edition 


pearance at Newport (R. I.) Casino 
after two weeks’ hospitalization 


’ 


| +++-Gwen Griffin of Mutual sales vacationing on Coast. 
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CBS ECONOMY AXE TO HIT 150 





Now It’s Ferrycasting 


New Yorkers will soon be hearing an FM “‘Ferryboat Serenade” 


if tests being conducted by the 


city’s Department of Marine and 


Aviation on the Staten Island ferry prove successful 


The experiments are using WNYC-FM., 


receivers installed on the “Miss 
Siegel, city radio director, 
isfactory. 
muters reacted favorably, 


results so far 
Youngsters danced on the shuttle 
although 


municipal station, with 

According to Seyvmou) 
have been generally sat- 
ships and most com- 
passengers objected to 


Liberty.” 


some 


the fact that proper volume wasn’t obtained in the first attempts 
If the project is deemed practicable, ferrycasting equipment will 


be installed on the eight vessels of the 
74,000 commuters every day 


carry 


which 
30-odd 


Staten Island line 
It is also probable that 


other ferryboats operated by other lines across the Hudson will also 


pecome part of the ferrycasting system 
on the boats would be 


to the “captive audience” 
mercial FM station, with the city 


WNYC-FM has also been used in tests conducted by 
Board ot Transportation on busses 
casting tryouts in Gotham have been satisfactory, 
Chief 


are still to be worked out. 
certain skyscraper areas. 


The franchise to broadcast 
given to a com- 
cut of the revenues 

the city’s 
While results of the transit- 
several problems 
is poor reception in 


getting a 


obstacle 








FCC Sorry It Ever 
In Finding AVCO 


Washington, June 28. 

FCC got no encouragement trom 
the broadcast industry yesterday 
(27) in its proposed substitute for 
the discredited and _ scrapped 
AVCO procedure. 

Commission’s hearing on the 
new proposal brought from wit- 
nesses something that boiled down 
to “Oh, my aching back; how about 
leaving us alone for a change?”’ 

Acting FCC chairman  Rosel 
Hyde, who presided at the session, 
indicated apologetically that the 
Commission realized it had a clum- 
sy formula and would be glad to 
listen to suggestions for something 
else. He emphasized that the Com- 
mission was in no wise committed 
to its plan for advertising trans- 
fers. its cutoff proposals and the 
amendment of applications. 

There was a considerable indi- 
cation that the Commission was 
already holding its nose to its own 
scheme and looking for a quiet 
place to bury the body. 

Opposition was best summed up 
by the FCC Bar Association, whose 
president. Guilford S. 
was one of the witnesses. 

The association’s 
into the 
Periods for dragging out 
months as they did under the 
AVCO rule. However, the brief 


(Continued on page 36) 





Gargan’s New Private Eye 


Series on AM and Video, 
Actor in Re TV Scripters 


William Gargan is currently 
Moving his family east prepara- 
tory to his two-ply AM and TV 
Show built around a new private 
eve character, tentatively 
“Mike Reagan.” 


day-at-4:30 


spot, and 
either Aug. 


16 or 19, via NBC, de- 


pending what hour on that Tues- | 


day or Friday segment is cleared. 
Kudner is the agency and U. S. 
Tobacco the sponsor. Latter will 
Plug four 
Best. Old Briar, Tweed and Model. 
Gargan owns the package. 

Ted Hedigan is set to script the 
AM show but, observes Gargan., 
it's not the easiest thing to get 
800d video writers. “The reason 
1S surprising if obvious. Appar- 
ently the AM writers can’t make 
the transition to video as patly as 
Can the actor, for instance. In 
other words, where the narrative 
in my old ‘Ross Dolan-Detective’ 
_" would call for something 
- €. ‘So I picked up myself after 
‘at goon clipped me, staggered to 
the bar first to mix myself a stiff 
yt then called my pal Lt. Levine 
in vidoe headquarters,’ etc. But 
Ot Video, all that narrative is nix. 
aaah line is enough to tell me what 
€ ‘business’ is: the director and 
can improvise how I stagger to 


+ feet. fish for my cigarets, fum- 
*- al the bar. make with the 
Phone call, and the like. But 


some : ; 
*Mehow the radio writers don’t 


Seem to get it et—although I 
Suess they will.” 4 ‘ 


+ 


Jameson, | 


} 
brief ripped 
cutoff proposals which | 
was designed to keep application | 
many | 


titled | 
It starts over 530 | 
MBS stations Aug. 7 in the Sun- | 
over TV! 


of its products—Dill’s | 


Got Involved 
Substitute Formula 





Ira A. Hirschmann 
reveals how to operate 
an FM station 


in the black 
* * * 
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Radio Writers 
Win Agency OK 


On New Formula 


After prolonged discussions that 
began Nov. 4. an agreement has 


'been reached between the Radio 
| Writers Guild and a committee 
‘representing agencies. sponsors 


and indie package producers. The 
RWG, which already has a pact 
with the networks, had voted last 
year to strike against the agencies. 
bankrollers and producers. Picket 
captains had been assigned when 
the Federal Mediation and Con- 
ciliation Service brought the two 
groups together and averted the 
walkout. 

The pact will now be submitted 

ene © on page 36) 


CBS Probes Own Org. 
For Coast Successor 


To Don Thornburgh 


CBS is biding its time on a suc- 
cessor to Don Thornburgh as head 





of the web's Coast operation. 
Latter has resigned to take over 
the helm at WCAU, Philadelphia. 


Whereas only a week ago the in- 
tent was to bring in an outside man 
to head the Coast operation. CBS 
has reversed its thinking and in- 


tends to install someone from 
within the organization. Board 
chairman William S. Paley. prexy 


Frank Stanton and veepee Howard 
Meighan have been huddling on 
the prospective appointment over 
the past few days, seeking first to 
establish the operational concept 
in a realignment of exec utive func- 
tions before deciding on a per- 
sonality. 

Merle Jones. general manager of 
the web's WCCO o & Oo station 
in Minneapolis, and Arthur Hull 
Hayes, veepee in charge of Frisco 
operations. are two names that 
have been unofficially projected 
into the picture aS a4 possible 
‘'Thornburgh successor. 


‘board 30-minute strip. 


7 


1.00 
EFFECTED 


CBS has been alerted to an im- 
pending 








economy sweep” which 
may result in a 
$1,000,000 from the last 
Slx-months 
Chat 
NBC 
economies thus far 
ABC.) Others say 
the retrenchments to 

taking 


some quarters Say 
lopoff of 
operational budget 
extent oi the recent 
(Most 
have been at 
CBS will 
10%, 
cults, in- 


was the 
budget cut drastic 
limit 
with 
all departments 
cluding television. 
All told about 150 of the 
personnel will be lopped off 


CBS 
with 
inaugu 


the retrenchments being 


rated almost immediately. All 
phases of the coast-to-coast 
affected, including 


although it does 


opera 
tion will be 
o & o operations, 
not embrace the subsidiary Colum- 
bia Records organization. 

Like the other 
has its coin problems. 


Columbia 
The video 
Way 


webs, 
operation is reported to be 
over the budget. Board chairman 
William S. Paley’s variety of deals 
for top talent has necessitated tap- 


ping web resources for ‘‘guaran- 
tees,” security provisions, etc. The 
fact that Burns and Allen and 
Lum and Abner have yet to be 


sold by the web may represent 
additional coin out of the CBS 
coffers. 

Since the return of prexy Frank 
Stanton from Europe, he and 


reported to have put 
particular accent on the impend- 
ing economies in their huddling. 
It’s anticipated that the news de- 
partment, particularly the foreign 
brunt of the 


Paley are 


staff, may feel the 
tightening up. One report has it 
that five or six of the key corre- 


spondents abroad may be kept in- 
tact, with the remainder of the 
approximate 35 getting their no- 
tices. 

With the 
solved, Paley, 
wife, sails this Friday for 
tion in Europe. 

Meanwhile the Professional Of- 
fice Workers union has injected it- 
self into the CBS picture in a bid 
to salvage as many jobs as possible. 


Pillsbury ‘Party 
Windfall for ABC 


Chicago, June 28. 
Pillsbury Mills is set to pick up 
the tab on ‘House Party,” which 
General Electric is dropping July 1. 
Stanza will probably return to 
ABC in the fall, as a cross-the- 
netting the 


economy pattern re- 
accompanied by his 
a vaca- 





‘web an estimated $2,000,000 in 


‘ 


time billings. 

Pillsbury also backs Galen Drake 
as a half-hour five-times-weekly se- 
ries and Kay Kyser’s 15-minute 
cross-the-boarder, both on ABC. 


‘TOO MUCH PRESSURE’ 
SEEN CUING VEALE EXIT 


Sudden resignation of William 
R. Veale as vice-president and gen- 
eral manager of Lever Bros. (all 
the Lever v.p.’s reported to him), 
and decision of LB prexy Charles 
Luckman to double into the gen- 
eral managership occasioned some 
mild surprise in trade circles last 
week 

Veale some years back was ad- 
vertising director for Colgate (an 





ex-Lever veepee. John Gilman, 
moved over to Colgate a_ few 
months back). When Luckman 


stepped into the LB presidency a 
few years ago, Veale was brought 
into the organization. 

Trade report is that the mount- 
ine pressures became too much 
for him. 





Worth $6,000 


Justin Miller 
President, 
of Broadcasters 
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NBC Cavalcade 
Of 20th Century 
Planned for Dec. 


Tom McCray, NBC's No. 1 pro- 
gram man, has initiated some re- 
search into what may develop as 


the most ambitious one-shot in re- 
cent radio annals 

McCray plans to put on next 
December a two-hour cavalcade of 
the first 50 years of the 20th Cen- 
tury. This may be done either in 
two 60-minute installments, or via 
a continuing 120-minute showcase. 

McCray contemplates using a 
number of  scripters, with the 
show’s broad concept to explore 
the changing patterns of life since 
1900, embracing the _ political- 
economic aspects, the swift-mov- 
ing transitions in fields of enter- 
tainment, literature and other 
cultural spheres. 

NBC plans going back into the 
archives for transcriptions to pick 
up the voices of the great and the 
near great who have _ influenced 
the thinking and changing pat- 
terns during the half-ceniury. 


Malt-Hops Spots Back 
On N. Y. Stations as Beer 
Strike Ends; Bakers Next? 


Ending of the beer strike last 





‘week brought a spurt of business 


from the brewers for New York 
stations. The labor dispute had 
curtailed spot advertising by the 


malt-and-hops accounts and settle- 
ment meant resumption of cam- 
paign which brings several thou- 
sands of dollars weekly to the sta- 
Lions. 
Within 35 minutes after WOR, 
N.Y., aired a news bulletin an- 
nouncing the walkout’s end, the 
MBS outlet carried a plug for R&H 


Beer which said, “There's good 
news tonight. The brewery strike 
is over. Delicious R&H Light Beer 


will be back, etc., ete.” 

Within a half-hour after the 
strike ended R&H bought six sta- 
tion breaks and new copy was fur- 
nished for Trommers beer, which 
sponsors the 11 p.m. newscast. 

Gotham stations also readied 
copy in anticipation of the end of 
the widespread _ bakers’ _ strike. 
Emergency copy was prepared by 
several broadcasters for Bond, 
Ward, Purity and Continental 
bakers, who have been struck for 
several months. 


Mason’s NBC Series Set 


Hollywood, June 28. 

James Mason and NBC have 
finally come together on a summer 
series to replace the time vacated 
by Dorothy Lamour and Sealtest 
program, starting July 14. 

Arch Oboler is writing and pro- 
ducing the dramatic § series in 
which Mason will be supported by 





his wife, Pamela Kellino, and an 
AFRA cast Show will have an 
eight-week run and if not sold, it 


; may be pulled. 


- Carson Couldn't Cut It in AM But 


Trial to GF for TV 


June 28 


Television may be the hungry kid 


Hollywood, 


from poverty row scratching for his 


eats, according to the Hollywood 


version, but overnight it has be- 


come a blue chip enterprise, at 


show Laying out 
audition of a show 


least for one 
$6,000 for a TV 


that was kicked off radio, General 
Foods (‘Jello’) footnotes another 
fantasy of the sprawling young art 
form 


Hero of the piece is Jack Carson, 
who couldn't cut it in AM, but is 
proportioned to Milton Berle as 
the white hope ot the GF family 
Kinnied in Hollywood last Friday 
24) for the GF overlords to in 
spect, sponsor is taking the big 
gamble on the off-chance that he'll 
wallop ‘em in the eyes where he 
didn't caress the auricles. The big, 
brash buffoon will follow natural 
bent as a comic in the sight ver- 
sion, formated to show off his tal- 
ents both as an emcee of the rowdy 
doings and funny fellow in his own 
right 

Backing him up are Hal March, 
Janis Paige, Frank Nelson, Dave 
Willock and Frank DeVol’s orches- 
tra. Sam Fuller of Young & Rubi- 
cam produced, with assists from 
Bill Gillette, out from New York, 
and Jimmy Kern, one-time picture 
director, who supplied the cinema 
touch to the recorded film. Script 
was by Howard Snyder, Hugh Wed- 
lock and Artie Phillips 

Although GF is not committed 
to buy, it is evident that, in laying 
out so much coin for an audition, 
the sponsor will give it at least a 
13-week ride, if for no other rea- 
son than to save face and justify 
the expenditure 


Leoks Like Robt. Q. 
Practically Takes Over 
CBS for the Summer 


Robert Q. Lewis will take over 
intact all the Arthur Godfrey 
sponsors with the exception of 
Lipton’s Tea when he goes in as 
an eight-week CBS sub for the 
vacationing Godfrey starting Aug. 
1. Monday night ‘Talent Scouts,” 
which Lipton’s sponsors, is to 
leave the air at the end of July 
for its annual hiatus. 

Lewis, who is dropping his own 
across-the-board daytime stint be; 
cause of the heavy schedule, will 
do Godfrey's morning show from 
10:15 to 11:30 Monday through 
Friday, taking over Spray-A-Wave, 
Gold Seal and National Biscuit for 
the first three 15-minute segments 
and Chesterfields for the last half- 
hour. He also fills in for the full 
eight weeks on Godfrey's Wednes- 
day night te'evision show on CBS- 
TV. which Chesterfields also bank- 
roll. 

“Talent Scouts’ 
the air four 


will return to 
weeks ahead of God- 
frey. Latter is taping four shows 
before he leaves, which will be 
aired the last week in August and 
twe first three weeks in Septem- 
ber. He's due back at the end of 
September. 


GOODSON-TODMAN QUIZ 
AS CBS SUMMER FILLER 


CBS i: 





taking the telephonic 
quiz-giveaway out in filling the 7 
to 7:45 evening stretch Monday- 
through-Friday during the summer 
hiatus period. The 45-minute seg- 
ment opens up when the brace of 
Procter & Gamble across-the-board 
shows, “Beulah” and Jack Smith, 
goes off for the summer July 4, 


along with Campbell Soup’s “Club 
i ig 

Columbia has bought a new 
Mark Goodson-Bill Todman pack- 


age, with Warren Hull as emcee, to 
install into the three quarter-hour 
strips. Idea is for th- telephonie 
contestants to guess tunes , played 
backwards. 
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N.Y., Biklyn Big-Screen Theatre a 
Telecasts of Chi Fight Boffo B.0. 


* With twin theatre telecasts in _ 
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TV’s Rash of Screen Credits Cues 


Demand of Agencies for a Cod 





Lamb Preps for WIVN 


Columbus, June 28. 
Delivery of RCA station equip- 
ment will be made to WTVN, Ed- 
ward Lamb’s station here, on July 
| 25. Space is now being vacated on 
_three floors of the LeVeque-Lin- 


@e~. |\ 











Ad agencies and sponsors, in-¢ 
censed at the growing demands of 
television performers, writers, pro- 
ducers, etc., to get their names on 
the screen, are mulling the idea 
of a standard of credits. They plan 


The Old ‘New Talent’ | 


After playing around sev- | 
eral of the N.Y. video channels 


last Monday, some of the TV 


coln Tower, city’s tallest building, 
where WTVN is”. preparing to 
make its installation and set up its 
offices. 

Lamb expects to begin telecast- 
ing on Channel 6 in September, 





Oops, Sorry! 
Chicago, June 28. 
When Ezzard Charles-Joe 
Walcott fight was televised last 





‘New York last week of the Evzard 
Charles-Joe Walcott heavyweight 
‘fight having proved the tremen- 
dous draw of full-screen TV, cir- 
cuit operators are now mulling how 


to get together to work out the masterminders were asking and likely will be the city’s No. 2 week (22). Chi outlet of NBC- | best to utilize the new system for | 
“code” and then demand it be fol- themselves when the new station. TV was lopped from the web a top boxoffice payoff. Twentieth- 
lowed by all networks and stations. medium intends to get down because promoters feared it Fox, which plans to inaugurate the- 
According to agency execs, TV to the business of incubating would hurt the gate. atre TV on a daily basis in a string 
should have profited from the ex- new and fresh talent. Ra theon Gets However. Northwestern rail- of Fox-West Coast theatres next 
perience of motion pictures in Here’s what a couple hours y road ran ads to the day of the winter, meanwhile moved ahead 
which, they claim, too many films of Monday night video fare | fight, advertising a Chi-Mil- with its plans this week by sending 
are partially ruined by a long produced, in succession: Mor- * waukee round trip for $4.98 research chief Earl I. Sponable to 
string of advance credits. Instead ton Downey, Cliff Edwards, FCC Green Li ht “to see the fight on television. the Coast to work out preliminary 
every video actor, producer and Tom Howard & Co. (collective g Northwestern’s ad manager details. 
director is now demanding a spe- age of latter’s “‘Pays to Be | “just wished the possibilities Fight, which was staged Chi- 
cial frame to carry his name on Ignorant” cast is over 200 Washington, June 28. had been called to my atten- cago and carried on regular TV by 


Agencies are afraid the 
situation will get entirely out of 
hand. One agency chief said he 
expects at any time to see on his 
TV screen: “Joe Blow’s face was 
shaved for this production by bar- 
ber Joe Schmo.” 

Situation has reached a point, 
they maintain, where it is interfer- 
ing with the speed and tempo of 
programs. As a result, they hope 
to incorporate into their standard 
of credits such points as who rates 
a single frame, the size of type 
each category of actor or techni- 
cian should get, its position in the 
string of credits, etc. In that way, 


the screen 


vears), then Lauritz Melchior, 
guesting with Ethel Merman. 


“The only youth in sight was 
the bat boy at Yankee Sta- 
dium,” wagged one viewer. 


Non-N.Y. Fight 
Allocations Find 
NBC, CBS at Odds 








| receives 


‘ a ® . 
A third television station for 


3oston will be on the air in a few 
months as the result of an exten- 
sion granted Friday (24) by the 
FCC to Raytheon Mfg. Co. in Wal- 
tham to complete construction of 
WRTB. An initial deeision by 
Hugh D. Hutchison, hearing exam- 
iner, imposed a condition that the 
station be ready for commercial 
operation within 90 days after it 
permission to shift its 
transmitter site to Medford. The 
company is reported to have spent 
$225,000 so far on the project. 

extension, 


In approving’ the 


tion earlier.” 








Net Hooperatings 
Prove Off-Cable, 
NY. Tastes Vary 


between 
ratings 


differences 
and national 


Significant 
New York 
racked up by tele shows are shown 


NBC, was theatre telecast into both 
the Broadway Paramount and the 
Fabian Fox theatre in Brooklyn. 
Two houses paid only a token fee 
to NBC for the rights, which pro- 
tects for the time being NBC's cone 
tention that there is no difference 
between home and theatre tele. 
Two houses for the first time were 
able to advertise the event in ad- 
vance in N. Y. newspapers and 
both, as a result, played to SRO biz, 

Par, utilizing its own intermedi- 
ate film method, grossed about $8.- 
200 tor the day (22), more than $5.- 
000 of which came in at night. Ac- 


cording to Managing director 


they claim, there will be no siperh which was the subject of hearings in the first network TV-Hooperat- Robert Wcitman, the take was far 
competing for credits among those . ~ last February, the examiner stated ings report released yesterday better than the previous Wednes- 
involved. _—o Allocation of fights promoted by that Raytheon “has not demon-|(Tues.) by C. E. Hooper at a sub- day, despite the same picture and 
wae” Gale ge rR gge el Reng Madison Square Garden Corp. in strated that it has been entirely scribers’ conference. stageshow. Fox, with less seating 
Satter. both in 4. ¥. and on the cities outside of New York, is be- diligent . or established that While the Milton Berle telecast capacity, did comparatively better, 
- , : ae ad } > NRC . ‘pq the delays in the construction of was viewed in 80.5° of the homes selling about 500 standing space 
Coast, are now working out their ing contested by NBC and CBS. Mh oh ides: : ¥ Pie see 

‘ , eee ; : : ; the proposed station were occa-'|in N. Y., its 24-city telerating was | and closing its boxoffice a_half- 
own code in an effort to make cer- NBC declares that the big outdoor sjioned by causes altogether beyond | 74.4. “One of the reasons for the hour before the fight started. Day’s 


tain they get adequate screen cred- 
it. Getting their the 


tiffs, championship bouts and those 


its control.”” However, the exam- 


lower national figure,”’ Hooper de- 


gross more than doubled ihe aver- 


screen. the indies See seal wil be run off in other cities on nights iner said, the company | belatedly clared, “is the present low quality age Wednesday receipts. Fox used 

one of their chia stocks in tends. when the Garden or St. Nick’s made “intensive efforts to finish | of the kinescopes they get in many the instantaneous pro jection 

cee guts ta thet wat will thee arena isn’t in action will be alter- the outlet, and promised it would of those cities. And, of course, it method developed by 20th and 
; : ” nated between the two nets. CBS, complete the job in 60 days afte# is not impossible that ‘what Berle’s | RCA. 


be able to draw attention to their 
work. 


WDSU’s New Radio-TV 
Center Aimed as N. 0. 
Showplace; Starts Aug. 1 





on the other hand, declares that 
these bouts will be their exclusive 
province. 

That end of the fight negotia- 
tions is the only phase of the Gar- 
den Corp. fight setup that is still 
up in the air. It’s been agreed that 
NBC will carry the Friday fights 
from the Garden on both TV and 
AM, while CBS will get the Mon- 


receiving an extension. In view of 
the need of Boston for more sta- 
tions, and since the pending appli- 
cations for the two remaining chan- 
nels cannot be acted upon until 
after the freeze is lifted, he there- 
fore concluded it would be in the 
public interest to grant the exten- 
sion. 

The Raytheon station is the only 


got’ may be more of a mystery to 
some in Fort Worth, Dayton and 
Rochester than to the cafe-condi- 
tioned New Yorker.” 

Arthur Godfrey's “Talent Scouts” 
showed up with a higher five-city 
telerating (73) than its rating in 
Gotham (56.8). Explanation for the 
higher figure outside N. Y., Hooper 
/ said, is the comparative absence of 
TV competition in other 


As far as the 20th plan is con- 
cerned, the chief reason for Spon- 
able’s trip to the Coast is to sur- 
vey the terrain among the 22 the- 
atres which will be linked in the 
theatre tele circuit, to determine 
whether it will be possible to trans- 
mit the shows via leased telephone 
lines rather than micro-wave relay 
channels. If it is found that micro- 


New Orleans, June 28. day or Wednesday night affairs remaining AVCO case before the Strong wave links are necessary, then it is 

Work on WDSU’s new radio and from St. Nicks on both radio and Commission. Sale of the permit Cities. The same factor, lack of expected that 20th will be forced 
video center in the historic French video, It's also been agreed that has been pending since last No- competition, also brings about the to apply for channel space to the 
Quarter of this old city on the Mis- when CBS carries the fights, net- (Continued on page 37) | situation of 12 of the top 20 videe Federal Communications Commis- 
sissippi’se levees will begin about work will declare that fights are |stanzas pulling ratings in New) sion, which would make all its 


Aug. 1, Edgar B. Stern, Jr., presi- 
dent of WDSU Broadcasting Serv- 
ices, Inc., said Friday (24). 





under Tournament of Champions 
auspices. T. of C. in which CBS, 
Musie Corp. of America, publicist 








DERR, OSGOOD, THEIS 





York from five to 20 points lower 
than the network reports. 


;the shows with national figures 








Among | 


show subject to FCC jurisdiction 





Minn. Broadcasters Rap 





The company recently secured pave Charnay and 4 higher than N. Y. are: “The Gold- 
; 2 av ‘hé ’ plastics manu- eer : , “ar 
in gi Mey an Daag ped Scr age facturer George Kletz were part- IN CBS-TY SHIFTS eres" = Neate eet eee D | th’ TV T B - 
traction on famed Royal Street, ie facies tase on ee John J. Derr, heretofore assist- | Waring (42.1); Dunninger-Winchell | wu S avern an, 
which it will occupy as administra- F sae a + ant to CBS radio sports chief Red | (41.6); “Your Show Time” (34.3); | ms “ 
~ a ‘ that Gillette will sponsor all NBC | eels : ” 2) | I t eaico Vy opy 
tive ier ngs & ay . — fights on both media. Barber, has been named assistant | + gg oe oo eae | ‘ 
measurin y . om ; oo yr tige ; | « sic” (32.9): “Colgate ; : ~ 
Sesleuss. sn whieh will, siee the It was originally believed that sports director for CBS television. lwhestre” (a4 4): “Through | —_ Ph scr g - mene stg He 
. 2 i , » ‘ ~ 47 ne whi e erly Ve . AS a ‘oad- 
new WDSU radio and television pe Rae ne outdoor bouts would be In other CBS-TV personnel shifts | Crystal Ball” (30.4): “Studio One” Lees’ Ea 26 & ieeeiinn tote 
studio and technical plant. The !"dividually negotiated. However, this week, Stanton M. Osgood was | (28.6), and “Break the Bank” (27.6). slapped Duluth, Minn., city coun- 
site is to the rear of the Broula-. it’s felt that because of CBS Board |. i al : | Hooper answered critics who/| il ¢ “amg “ie : 
as > Bf he > Chairman William S. Paley’s large named director of production and her I Pe + . we cil for banning television in bars, 
cour Slome, SBS Will CORRECT WHR | 1 iaines in Garden stock, toaither |0; Gratt Theis appointed director |Claim that his telephone survey and considered plans to have 
i said WDSU will vacate its With interlocking tieins with Chi- of film procurement and syndica- (Continued on page 37) American Medical Assn. check all 
Stern sz s rill vaca ‘ : et el 
present 14th floor quarters in the ©480 and Detroit promoters, that — ; | EER Serene — 
Monteleone Hotel. which has "e€twork will get the nod, all other Derr replaces Bernie London, CAROLINAS SET FOR TV _ Representatives of some 40 sta- 
housed the station since 1935. ‘hings being equal. | who resigned two weeks ago. In tions in the state passed condem- 
Saene ak the cain deinen a his new position, Derr will act as | nation of Duluth city council ac- 
ccupanc} ta i os. an | director on most of CBS-TV’ | WITH TV tion. Council ruled no TV sets w 
expected next winter and officials . ° : ae S-TV's i : h 
hope to tie in the dedication with S r f 1-M t T | /mote pickups of sports events, in- | p, ar eae , ; may operate in bars there althoug Or 
tl! 4 Soot anniversary sevemonias erles 0 mute ieie cluding the Brooklyn Dodger home | vreensboro, N. C., June 28. city is 150 miles from a television Bi 
lige for WDSU-TV ceremonies ° ° baseball games from Ebbets Field. The Charlotte Observer, the station and half-dozen sets in use 
. ‘According to Robert D. Swezey Films to Teach Viewers Osgood will administer design, Charlotte News and WBTV will co- | picked up only occasional shows. la 
veepee and gen. mer of WDSU. pricing, preparation and assembly SPonsor premiere television broad-| Radiomen_ discussed  question- tu 
the new center will combine the | How to Operate Sets of art work, sets, props, costumes, | ¢@Sts at the Armory Auditorium, able medical advertising and voted be 
picturesque architecture of old og etc., and will also supervise floor July 14-15-16 in cooperation with to investigate possibility of AMA pI 
New Orieans with the most ultra- | Washington, June 28. management and establish liaison  4istributors of television sets and | checking all copy. They also in 
modern technical facilities in the Television will be used to edu- with other CBS-TV departments. stations WSOC, WAYS, WMIT and named__ three-man ——— pi 
south. cate viewers how to operate and Theis, former film syndication | i the firet airi f ——— a <<" 0 gress pobort fi 
The video studio will occupy an care for their sets. A program chief, takes over concurrently | i; cata rig a onal so ge it a va alle 4 tations " 
area 100 by 60 feet. The plant, “ ; -. Osgood’s previous duties of film | Y!S!02 Programs in the Carolinas,, ment permitting smaller station’ 
which will have an arched interior EONS SUS SES RY he See procurement. Jackson Green, as and the public is being invited to|to carry University of Minnesole m 
‘ontinued am * Manufacturers Assn. provides for manager of production facilities, | 24t€0¢ and see ‘as well as hear) home football games. ; a 
(Continued on page 53) the preparation of a series of 10 will conti vacennaehh ; ' what it might enjoy at home with Fee charged by university at W 
sn will continue execution and co- ‘ci : : 
one-minute films designed for video ordination of art work. sets, props, “l¢ViSion sets. Audience will wit- present, station representative in 
station use. The Television Broad-.e » SENS, PFOPS, ness television programs coming in complained, is prohibitive for Cc 
ANADA TV SUR ni i : 3 
casters Assn. will cooperate with |on sets of various makes and minor stations. th 
RMA in making the films. “ models and prices. — ti 
CLICKS WITH MEDICOS A maior purpose of the program, J. R. Poppele WBTV is scheduled to inaugu- WTCN Moves U Mpls " 
: said RMA, is to relieve servicemen > _ rate its regular television broad- ) ? St 
Vancouver, June 28. pap ons eel ee (Pres of Television casting Friday night, July 15, and ° 
A vatiniediaahian ie ; Re ofe‘‘nuisance calls” from set own- } i i 1 | P t Jul 
re, n en — reception has ers unfamiliar with the elementary Broadcasters Assn.) the public will be at the Armory remiere {0 y 
ston even 50 ee medical operation of their receivers. writes on Auditorium on that evening and | Mi olis, June 28 
operation to be televised in Canada. : ae ‘ f ‘6 4 the next (16) the same programs it } ? yp tote ) initial tele- 
This demonstration followed that The Association said servicemen Ve Backward Glance would see on sets at its homes | WTCN has moved up initia we 
given in Philadelphia a short time reported at recent RMA “Town ee vision broadcasts to July 1, w! 
5 Meetings” that many calls come at a : ; telecasting begins at 6:30 pm. on 
ago. . ; Don Giesy’s Own Setu r conynenburg 
Demonstration was held in ‘%om set owners who do not under- Forw ] I ] 39 | . . ese: tad channel 4, F. Van Konynen Ur Bs 
Saskatoon, Sask.. before an audi- Stand the use of receiver controls orward Industry Don Giesy is resigning from the | vice president and general ee st 
ence of doctors attending a conven- 49d antenna equipment or who xe DuMont press dept. to form his ager, said. Station wili be secont ; 
tion of the Canadian Medical Assn. !@ve improperly placed their re- | 0M€ of the many Editorial Features || 0“" publicity and tele-packaging TV unit operating here. — A 
Teleshow presented with coop- Ceivers. Many of these minor dif- in the forthcoming outfit. Giesy, formerly wfth the | During summer station ge , 
eration of Canadian television —a they reported, could have Radio-TV Satie ae fag Meng been with reeds nea nr — "i aes ~ 
manufacturers is considered a ter- Deen remedied without the aid of | Review & Prevj : yr two years. londays throug ridays 2 : 
rifie public relations job for the technicians. | od Number | gtteill be succeeded by Gerald nights when St. Paul home bast 8 
cause of television in Canada.| The RMA films are being pre- t Vaherune thewaie YY  boigs Gogh. | Sale Games are teterae, ot fe 
i VARTET? of Veterans Hospit:! Camp Shows. fall, seven-day schedule of four s| 
Govt. has been given tele a hoist pared for early fall release and ARIETY Giesy will partner \/ith Louise Po- hours nightly is planned. Pro- . 
until it i ‘inanc n wi . | "aid yi goal nl : 
i a able to finance its own on, made available to all TV. Out in July \lett, who was asso iated with him grams of ABC, CBS and Dumont S 
i iat DuMont, networks are set. 
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‘RINE ERA’ AHEAD OF SCHEDULE 


~~ Breakdown of U. S. TV Sets 


Anticipated summer slump in television set sales apparently 





p with the industry earlier than expected this year. Num- 


increased 196,000 
rate of increase 


ht u : i? 
a sets in circulation throughout the U. S. 
quring May to hit 1,858,000 by June 1. but the 
oued behind that of the previous month, which saw a 215,000 


boom during the 30-day period 


Five new 


stations and three new 


TV market areas were added during May to give circulation most of 


the impetus it had. 
yace with 650.000 sets. 


“ compiled by the NBC research 
; No. of 
City Stations 
New VorK «.csvesees 6 
Philadelphia ..-+++-+++. 3 
Chicago er yy ee 4 
Los Angeles ....--. 6 
Boston eee ey ~ 
Baltimore ...-sereeeeees 3 
Detroit ...--sseesceees a 
Cleveland .....cceeeeees 2 
Washington ...--e-see-- 4 
New Haven ..-eseeseees ] 
TOW 6. isc eee ees 1 
Milwaukee ....-++e+-- 1 
Cincinnati .....-.+. : 2 
Schenectady .....--e-> l 
MAID... toceceeneas l 
Pittsburgh .....ccesere l 
Minn.-St. Paul l 
eer eee ae at te | 
RiehMOnd .....<ses0e% ele 
Ft. Worth-Dallas ...... 1 
Atlanta z 
Lancaster .....csceessee 1’ 
See PYANCIOCD «6.65 6. 600.0% 2 
SONRUTILO. 17s akie eee ans 2a 
DAGON: 2 cs cs ee 4 2 
SS ck eee -s 
ee cre irre a 1 
RIOR S, wets saGASS 1 
Memphis Keo rte res l 
Salt Lake Cy i.e wee 2” 
SO err eho l 
BOW COOTIOROS (akties 1 
ERUIOMADOMIS 2. cee reees eee 
7 Ng ee Re er area 1 
SS ere ea ee l 
EEN, 446 edie lamas 1" 
Albuquerque ....-. ‘ ] 
ET) ee 66 


Metropolitan 
Following is the city-by-city 


New York continued to set the 
breakdown, 


division 


No. of Inc. Over 
Sets Last Month 
650.000 50.000 
177,500 12.500 
155,000 10,000 
138,000 12,000 
95,700 14,300 
63.100 5,400 
60.000 5,000 
59,100 6,700 
48.000 3,500 
32,200 4.000 
32,100 3,200 
26,700 2.200 
26,000 3,000 
25,000 2.000 
23.700 2,200 
20,000 6,200 
17,100 2,300 
15,000 4.000 
11,500 1,300 
10,600 1,400 
10,500 1,500 
8,500 7,000 
8,200 1,000 
7.500 900 
7,300 1,200 
6,900 1,100 
6,700 500 
6,300 1,600 
5,600 500 
5.000 600 
4.800 300 
4,500 100 
4.500 3,200 
4,200 1,000 
4,200 1.700 
3,000 2,200 
900 100 


1.784.900 175.700 


OTHER CITIES 


Providence 
Wilmington 
Oklahoma City 
Birmingham 


ee EE a ere ee are a ce ei 
I sti aie haa ied OR EAR aR 
2 En Ora arty er arch Or are ar mae 


* New station added. 


.-..- 1,898,000 


10.000 2,500 
4.000 500 
3.400 800 
peeceys 2.200 2,200 
Paps wir ee 2,100 600 
hemes 51,400 13,700 


196,000 








Tele Set Output 
May Hit 2,500,000 
Mark During “49 


Washington, June 28. 

Television set production in 1949 
will probably far surpass the 2,000,- 
000 figure anticipated at the be- 
sinning of the vear. 

This prospect developed here 
last week when Radio Manutac- 
turers Assn. reported that its mem- 
ber companies alone have been 
producing at the 2,000,000 rate dur- 
ing April and May and that out- 
put of the entire industry for the 
first five months of 1948 has ap- 
proximated 900,000 sets. 

Variety learned further that the 
Manufacturing industry is planning 
a big boost in output in the tall. 
With a 400,000 set turnout expected 
in October when Sylvania Electric 
Co.. a major tube producer, enters 
the receiver field. Autumn opera- 
tions will more than offset an an- 
ticipated dip in summer output re- 
sulting from reduced schedules due 


{Continued on page 46) 


Seattle Likes Em Local 


Seattle, June 28 
, KRSC-TV, lone local television 
en is enlarging its studios at 
'¢ transmitter site on Queen 
Anne hill to handle more locally 
produced shows. First regularly 
Vroadcast local production — is 
Stage It,” set for the 8:30 p.m. 
slot on Saturdays. 
Om Herbert 
Show, which 
teams from 
Seattle. 





is emceeing the 
features charade 
Various areas oi 


’< 


‘Ruthie on the Kinephone’ 


“Ruthie on the Telephone.” up- 
coming CBS-TV program to be 
written and produced by Goodman 
Ace, will be the first to be aired 
via kineseope recordings even in 
the city where it originates. 

Show is scheduled as a five-min- 
ute airer six times weekly. To save 
costs, soncequently, Ace and the 
CBS program department have de- 
cided to stage it live in N. Y. but 
kine it for transmission. In that 
wav, they believe they will be able 
to turn out three or four stanzas at 
each production session. 

Show. which will star Ruth Gil- 
bert. is scheduled for an Aug. 7 
launching. 


North Central Allied 
Comes Right Out and Sez 
It: ‘Who’s Afraid of TV?’ 


Minneapolis. June 28. 
North Central Allied has sent a 
reassuring bulletin to its members 
telling them not to worry “too 
much” about television opposition. 
“Have you ever noticed that, al- 
though package liquor stores are 
scattered all over the place, and 





although grocery stores make it 
possible to serve food in their 


homes. Americans still like to get 
out to restaurants and bars fol 
good food and good drinks?” the 
organization asks. 

“We think these same gregarious 
will take television in 
too. and that it won't 
nation of stay-at- 
will take its 


Americans 
their stride 
make them a 
homes. Eventually it 
place as just another thing to do 
at home, along with listening to 
the radio, reading the papers, mag- 
azines and books-of-the-month, 
puttering around, and what have 


i you. 


ae 


SPONSORS OKAY 
ATOWY.T 


some top-name pertorm- 
Jack Benny are still 
not convinced that kinescope qual 
ity Is enough to lure then 
into television advertisers 
this week decided to take a chance 
on kine 
ventures, 
ences in the east and midwest ac- 
cept programs originating on the 
Coast, is expected to throw con- 
siderable weight in hastening the 
emergence of Hollywood as a 
major TV program centre 
Whitehall Pharmaceutical Co 
has slotted a kine version of ‘“Arm- 


While 


ers such as 


° ' 
Pood 


several 


Success of these 


show S 


based on how well audi 


chair Detective’ for a summer 
ride on CBS-TV. Half-hour show, 
which originates on KTLA, Para- 


mount outlet in Los Angeles, starts 
on the web’s east and midwest sta- 
| tions next Wednesday (6) in the 9 
to 9:30 slot. Chevrolet Dealers, 
through the Campbell-Ewald ad 
agency, plan to tee off ““‘Pantomime 


Quiz” next fall in N. Y., via a 
transcription of the program as 
aired from KTTV. 

Sheaffer Pen has also decided 


to follow the kine route for its entry 
linto TV. Outfit has bought ‘“En- 
chanted Piano,” also Coast origi- 
nated, for national slotting. Lou 
| Place, writer-director-producer of 
ithe quarter-hour stanza, planes 
into N. Y. Monday (4) to set the 
deal. Cast stars Felix DeCola. 
Show is built around a camera 
trick in which a femme dancer, re- 
duced to miniature size, terps atop 
a piano while DeCola plays. 
While NBC-TV will jump 
(Continued on page 37) 


Philly's Flock Of 
‘Smile & Limb TV 


Philadelphia, June 28 
Local television has taken over 
the beauty contest situation. Lat- 
est video outlet to succumb is 
WPTZ. which will stage and tele- 
vise the “Mrs. Philadelphia of 
1949” contest, beginning July 7. 


the 





WCAU-TYV, which put on the 
“Miss Greater Philadelphia” con- 
test last year, is repeating the 


quest this year and will seek the 
local gal whose talents and bathing 
suit allure qualify her as this area’s 
entrant for “Miss America” sweep- 
stakes at Atlantic City, in Septem- 
ber. 

WFIL-TV, the town’s other out- 
let. is momentarily giving its view- 
ers a rest, after having put on 39 
straight weeks of beauty contests 
for the Hornung Beer Co. 

WCAU-TV beauty show runs for 
10 straight Saturday nights, from 
8 to 9 p. Mm Approximately 10 
girls are run through on each show. 
Elimination format finds four se- 
lected each night for six shows. 
The 24 semi-finalists then are run 
off in three programs—with three 
winners picked each night, leav- 

‘ing nine finalists for the windup. 

Bill Sears does the emceeing and 

also conducts a studio quiz about 


audience choices, while the girls 
are changing. Winners are picked 
by a board of judges, which is 


changed weekly. Dave Kaigler is 
the producer and the settings were 
done by Paul Barnes, who has since 


left WCAU-TV for NBT, in New 
York Dave Stephens, — station 
bandsman, plays the plano ac- 


companiments. 
Sponsors always seem at 
(Continued on page 48 


Hal Hudson Back to CBS 


Hollywood, June 28 


Hal Hudson, KTTV program di- 
rector, is returning to CBS as man- 
ager of the network's Hollywood 
television department He will 
assist Harry Ackerman, vice-prexy 
over the net’s radio operations 

Robert H. Forward, assistant 
manager, will step into KTTV’s 
program directorship. Hudson was 
formerly CBS director of Coast 
j programs 


hand 
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NBC Edges Out CBS on Summer 
Tele Billings; ABC in 3d Place 





“If yvowre hot around the 
collar, change your shirt, 
but stop squawking,” 
says 
F. M. Flynn, 
President of WPIX, N.Y. 
k kt 


one of the many editorial features 
in the forthcoming 


Radio-TV 
Review & Preview Number 
of 


VARTETY 


Out in July 


N.Y. Mirror Anni 
Show Forced To 
Up Scale by AGVA 


The American Guild of Variety 
Artists’ action in forcing the N. Y 
Mirror to pay the talent recruited 











for the daily’s 25th anm show 
Fridav (25) on NBC-TV indicates 
that the performer union intends 


to police its members’ video activi- 
ties until the Associated Actors 
Artistes Television Authority 
takes over jurisdiction. 

AGVA stepped in prior to the 
Mirror’s anniversary program and 
forced the paper to pay single acts 
$100; doubles, $175 and acts hav- 
ing three members or more, $75 to 
each. Thus Joey Adams, Tony 
Canzoneri and Mark Plant got the 
latter amount for their spot on the 
show 

Previously, Mirror had agreed to 


pay each performer $25 to take 
it out of the category of free 
shows, but AGVA demanded the 


higher seale, also demanding that 
the Mirror send checks payable to 
actors in care of the union. How- 
ever, it’s likely that each of the 
names participating on the _ pro- 
gram will reindorse the checks 
over to the N. Y. Mirror charity 
fund. An AGVA spokesman de- 
clared that he had no control over 
what the performers did with their 
stipend. However, most of the in- 
dividual performers on the show 
would rather give the coin away 


(Continued on page 37) 





Weinrott Yanks ‘Puppet’ 
In Squabble With WBKB 


Chicago, June 28. 

After contractual squabble with 
WBKB, Les Weinrott pulled his 
puppet show, ‘Larry on Location,” 
off station last Friday (24). 
“Larry” was supposed to fill shoes 
of “Kukla, Fran & Ollie” which 
after summer hiatus moves to 
WNBQ. WBKB had hopes that 
“Larry” would be co-axed on CBS- 
TV in the fall when station joined 
that web as Chi affiliate. 

Weinrott is dickering with two 
Chi video stattions which are in- 
terested in show. 


WCPO-TYV Starts July 26 


Cincinnati, June 28 





Cincy’s third video station, 
Scripps-Howard WCPO-TV, will 
begin operations July 26 with a 


telecast of the night baseball game 
between the Reds and_ Boston 
Braves, Mortimer C. Watters, gen- 
eral Manager, announced. For the 
balance of the season the new 
TVer will share airings of home 
games with Crosley’s WiLW-TV 
which has been carrying them ex- 
clusively while WCPO has the AM 
coverage unto itself. 

All radio and TV originations 
from Crosley Field for sprinklings 
in this area are sponsored by 


i Burger beer. 


+ 





With television’s first industry- 
wide summer hiatus season safely 
under way, the sponsors remaining 
on video through the hot months 
have given a slight edge to NBC- 
TV over the rival CBS-TV web in 
the matter of billings Summer 
commercial schedules for the four 
'V networks show NBC with nine- 
and-a-half hours of sponsored time 
per week, CBS with six hours and 
15 minutes, ABC with four-and-a- 
half hours and DuMont with three 
hours and 15 minutes. 

That vacationing has hit CBS the 
hardest is revealed by the fact that 
Columbia lost five hours and 45 
minutes of bankrolled shows for 
the summer, as compared with the 


five hours and 15 minutes in bill- 
ing losses suffered by NBC. ABC 
most of whose sponsored shows 
started in late spring, lost only a 
single half-hour weekly while Du- 
Mont lost the full-hour “Admiral 
Broadway Revue.” Latter show 
was carried jointly with NBC and 


Admiral is holding the time on that 
web throughout the summer 

Three hour-long shows a week 
are mainly responsible for putting 
NBC in the summertime lead. 
These include the Buick-sponsored 
Olsen & Johnson show, which teed 
off last (Tues.) night, ‘‘Kraft Tele- 
vision Theatre,”’ which is now in its 
third successive year on the same 
web, and the Friday night Admiral 
hour, now featuring Hopalong Cas- 
sidy westerns. In addition, Philco 
is slated to launch its hour-long 
“Summer Playhouse’ July 17. 

CBS, in comparison, retained 
“Arthur Godfrey and Friends” as 
the only hour-long show for the 
summer. Where the latter web 
has its 15-minute across-the-board 
“Lucky Pup” sponsored, NBC 
matches that with the “Camel News 
Caravan.” NBC likewise has four 
deys of “Howdy Doody” time sold, 
as compared with CBS’ three days 
for Oldsmobile’s Television News. 


Chi TV Stations In 
Sponsor Wrangle 


Chicago, June 28. 

One Chi tele station may go to 
court against another to hold a 
sponsored show on its program 
schedule. WBKB, currently screen- 
ing 15 min. films of horse races at 
Washington and Arlington Parks 
here, six nights a week, has threat- 
ened WNBQ with an injunction to 
prevent the latter from grabbing 
off the sponsors. 

Fight started when the bankroll- 


|'ers became unhappy about the 8:30 


p.m. time slot arranged for them 
by WBKB. Because of the time 
problem in processing the films 
and rushing them to the station for 
TV showing, one show was missed 
completely. WNBQ _ offered the 
same service in a 9 p.m. spot, a 
deal which WBKB couldn't match 
because it already has girls’ soft- 


ball games sponsored in_ that 
period. 
With the plum about ready to 


fall into WNBQ'’s lap, WBKB execs 
at first decided to let the sponsors 


|; cancel out their contract, but later 


came up with a threat to slap an 
injunction against WNBQ if the lat- 
ter moves to carry the show. 

Film is sponsored alternately by 
Dodge Dealers through Ruthrauff 
& Ryan agency and Keeley through 
Schwimmer & Scott agency. 


INTO FILM-TV CORP. 
Leon Levy and Isaac D. Levy, 
members of the CBS board of 
directors, have bought an interest 
in Official Films, Inc., and Official 
Television, Inec., according to an 
announcement by Aaron Katz, 
prexy of both firms. They will be 
elected to the boards of both Of- 
ficial units. 
The Levy brothers launched the 


WCAU operation in Philadelphia 
in radio’s pioneer days. 
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¥ 
MIDGET AUTO RACES 
With Duke Donaldson, Rex Mar- 
shall, announcers 
120 Mins.; Fri., 9 p.m. 
AMALIE MOTOR OIL 
WPIX, N. Y. 
(Hicks & Griest) 
Television, prime factor in re- 
viving interest in wrestling and 


HARLES-WALCOTT FIGHT 

lith Jimmy Powers, Bob Stanton 
Director: Reinald Werrenrath, Jr. 
Producer: Preston Humphrey 
20 Mins.; Wed. (22), 10:30 p.m. 
GILLETTE RAZOR 
NBC, from Chicago 

(Maxon) 

Video has been blamed for Vir- | 
tually everything from eye-strain | 
to home-breaking, but nobody, 


‘Pixie’ Jingles 
Series of United Nations 


jingles, titled “Little Songs on 
ig Subjects,” received their 
first N. Y. television airing 
Thursday (23) as a special fea- 
ture on “Pixie Playtime,” 
WPIX puppet show for kids. 
While the jingles, written by 
Hy Zaret and Lou Singer and 





do an equally good promotion job 


could reasonably pin the rap on it! produced by WNEW’s | Ted on the midget auto races, whose 
for the Charles-Walcott fiasco. It} Cott, were not originally popularity heretofore has seldom 
could be that the boys were camera! slanted for moppets, their extended beyond a small group of 


‘fans. As aired via a remote pick- 


“Pixie” presentation served as 
up from the Freeport, L. I., track 


shy or didn’t want their makeup | ! 
a neat way to prime kids on 


mussed up before the largest video 





audience ever to witness a heavy-| the subject and thus repre- | Friday nights, the speed contests 
weight championship bout  (so- sented another pub - service among the pint-sized cars have 
called). But that’s stretching the contribution from the show. | plenty of thrills and chills to offer | 
anti-video bias to the snapping Puppet star of the program /televiewers and the interest thus 
point. first introduced the songs, but | generated could lure them out to 
Television, in fact, was in the their impact was negated via | watch the events in person. 
pink for a whirlwind affair. The the puppet’s antics. Second | Because of the comparatively 
cameras were primed, the co-axes presentation, at the end of the | small track, the pickup job is an 
were greased, and the commenta- program, did a better job, easy one. WPIX remote chief 
tors were loaded for a bear-match .owever, through a series of Jack Murphy could achieve better 
with their verbal ammo. The video Otto Soglow cartoons depict- results, though, by cutting to a 


ing the theme. New jingle is 
to be presented on the show 
each week. 


| wider angle when the cars speed 
| around the near side. 
'the camera had only one or two 
cars within range when most of 
the action and jockeying for posi- 
tion were going on elsewhere. 


boys had several other champion- 
ship fights under tueir belts and 
knew what to do. But Charles and 
Walcott let tacm down. There’s 
nothing about a bad fight that tele- 
vision can cure—unlike radio. 








ily’ metier, and none too impres- 


Too often, | 





What there was of the fight, 
video covered with proficiency. In 
lieu of action in the ring, the cam- 
eras reguiariy switched between 


medium and cioseup shots for some, 
i 


welcome variety. Coverage of this 
and other bouts, however, could be 
greatly improved with the addition 
of an extreme closeup for the pugs’ 
facial expressions under fire. 
When Walcott was described as 
having a cut on his left cheek 
(from shaving, no doubt), that 
statement needed seeing to be be- 
lieved. 

Instead of more appropriate 
background music in three-quarter 
time, Bob Stanton and Jimmy 
Powers, as the ringside spielers, 
served professionably. The facts 
were dull and they were honest 
about it. Powers contribbed some 
expert technical data on the fight- 
ers’ style while both he and Stan- 
ton handled the blow-by-blow stuff 
in 
both fight would 


predicted the 


break open in the last couple of | 


rounds, but nobody can be hanged 
for hoping. 

At the end of the bout, 
more or less missed the most excit- 
ing turn of the night—the fainting 
of Ezzard Charics’ manager upon 
hearing the decision. One explana- 
tion is that the camera handlers 
were sleepy. Another is that video 
audiences would have been upset 
by seeing the stricken man. They 
had dialed in to see the two gladi- 
ators knock each others’ brains out 
but were too sensitive to stand the 
fainting. In any case, video shunted 
aside the personal drama for a rou- 
tine interview with the winnah. 

Gillette plugs came like clock- 
work every other round. And the 
filmed spots, like the bout itself, 
lacked change-of-pace. Each  se- 
quence was built around an _ un- 
varying idea for a total effect of 





monotony. Herm. 
FLANA-GRAMS 
With Pat Flanagan, James 


Gallagher 
15 Mins., Mon. thru Fri., 6:45 p.m. 
S»staining 
WENR-TV, Chicago 

Best thing about this show is that 


it marks the return of vet sports-, 


caster Pat Flanagan to the Chi 
scene, after a six-year absence on 
the Coast. Show is a sports review 
covering scores, next day’s games, 
standings and general comment. 
Format will call for occasional 
celeb guests. 

In this show, Flanagan hosted 
Cubs general manager Jim 
Gallagher in a “what’s wrong with 
our team” discussion. Gallagher 
apparently arrived late for the 
show, but Flanagan’s ad libbing 
covered up well. 

There isn’t much action and the 
only camera changes involve 
switches to scorecards. But no ac- 
tion is needed for Flanagan fans 
who remember his 23 years of 
husky, excitable sports announcing 
via Chi airwaves. 

His debut before the TV cam- 
eras, a matter of some nail biting 
by WENR-TV execs. can be chalked 
up as a success, and while the pro- 
£Zram doesn’t give him much to 
play around with, local fans will 
enjoy it. Mart. 


PROGRAM PLAYHOUSE 

(The Timid Sou!) 

With Ernest Truex and Sylvia 
Field, others 

Producer: Stark-Layton Produc- 
tions 

Director: Jack Hurdle 

30 Mins., Wed., 9-9:30 p. m. 

WABD-DuMont, N. Y. 
“The Timid Soul” was the first 

of a series of tryout programs ini- 


tiated by DuMont’s “Program 
Playhouse,” in an attempt to fill 
the network’s programming void. 


“Timid Soul,” a package idea by 
Stark-Layton Productions, was a 
melange of situations in the “fam- 


restrained and sparing terms. | 


. | 
video 


sive, but it pointed up DuMont’s 
enterprise in trying to get away 
from the flood of trite ideas that 
have engulfed TV. 

“Soul” had the benefit of a good 


stellar performance by’ Ernest | 
Truex, as Casper Milquetoast, the 
title character, but the usually 
hokey situations of this comedy 
failed to sustain interest or action. 
Sylvia Field (Mrs. Truex) headed 
the support, and did well. As for 


Truex, this was another in his se- 
ries of tele appearances where he 
impressed with a fine performance 
notably for his underplaying. 
James L. Caddigan is produc- 
ing the “Program -Playhouse” se- 
ries for the network, with Larry 
Menkin as his associate. Idea is 
to do varied types of shows on this 
showease, i.e., drama, situation 
comedies, quizzers, ete. It is cer- 
tainly a strong step in the right 
direction. Kahn. 


That situation was especially frus- 
trating since announcer 
Donaldson would be talking at the 


time about the out-of- range 
midgets. 
Donaldson, as a_ recognized 


authority on the sport, was a logi- 
cal and excellent choice for the 
lap-by-lap narration but he should 
concentrate on keeping his emo- 
tions within bounds. That 
thusiasm and excitement is okay 
until the words become incoherent. 
WPIX staffer Rex Marshall aided 
Donaldson in a clear and concise 
| between-race explanation of the 
sport. Donaldson gave the win- 
iners’ time in the various races 
but an indication of the average 
miles-per-hour would be wel- 
comed by viewers. 


Plugs for Amalie Motor Oil, for | 
integrated | 


the most part, were 
into the announcing chores and 
were well-handled. Stal. 








Gertrude Berg, creator and star 


Inside Television 


of “The Goldbergs,” has discovered 


television has problems she never encountered when the show was 


originally on radio. 


To get the most authentic material available for | 


the program, Mrs. Berg formerly spent much time on N. Y.’s lower east 
side, studying the people and even attending block-party meetings. 
Because she was only a radio voice then, she was able to circulate freely. 

Now that the program is aired on video, however, Mrs. Berg has 


discovered she can no longer remain anonymous. 
of the district’s population owns or has access to TV sets. 


Evidently a good part 
As a result, 


she is recognized wherever she goes and so has considerable difficulty 


trying to line up new material and 


story ideas. 


Hassle has developed between some film distributors and networks 
regarding the beaming of films into Canada via stations on the northern 


border. 
exhibition only in the continental 


The distribs are complaining that pix rented to the webs for 


U. S. are being viewed in Canada, 


Duke | 


en- | 


“The Stronger,’ a Strindberg 
story filmed as a TV short, was an 
‘unusual presentation on the NBC 





in selling the Roller Derby, may |“Fireside Theatre” series for Proc- | confusing and heavy, 


‘ter & Gamble last week. It com- 
|prised excellent performances by 
Geraldine Fitzgerald—in the film’s 
‘only speaking part!—and Valerie 
‘Bettis. Latter’s characterization 
'was one whereby she wasn’t re- 
‘quired to utter a single word, 
‘though she was in full view of the 
camera throughout. It was a story 
of love and frustration, that was 
obvious, but the who, what, where, 
'ete., of the whole thing were all 
so confusing. Miss Fitzgerald and 
Bettis were the only characters. 
The interest of the pic lay in the 
mixed emotions of Miss Fitzger- 


PENTHOUSE SONATA 

|With June Browne, Fine Arts 

Quartet (Leonard Sorkin, George 

Sopkin, Sheppard Lehnoff, Jo- 

seph Stepansky). 

| Director: Ed Skotch 

30 Mins., Sun., 8:30 p.m. 

Sustaining 

ABC-TV, from Chicago (10 
stations) 

Fine Arts Quartet, assisted by 
‘soprano June Browne, made a 
| noble experiment in bringing light 
classical music to televiewers, but 
the try was hardly a success. Show 
of this type should have stayed in 
radio. 

Four musicians sat in fixed posi- 
| tions with grim faces, playing such 
'numbers as “Nobody Knows De 





| Trouble I’ve Seen,” “Serenade,” 
|“Drink to Me Only with Thine 
|Eyes,” and “Andantino.” Miss 


Browne, hampered by uncertainty 
and lack of proper cuing, sang 
“Let My Song Fill Your Heart” 
and “O Cease Thy Singing, Maiden 
Fair.” 

Camera did its best to bring life 
to the static situation by roving 
over indivdual musicians. Viewers 
were shown profiles, napes, and 
fingers at work, but there wasn’t 
a spark of joy in the whole show. 
Miss Browne brought a fresh, sin- 
cere manner to video, but without 
enough confidence to overcome the 
gloom. 

Radiowise, this program might 
|eatch on, but whatever pleasure 
televiewers might derive is tem- 
pered by the too-serious approach 
of the Quartet. The boys should 
remember that laughter is music 
and vice-versa. Mart. 





LARRY ON LOCATION 

With Don Tennant, Toni Gilman 
Producer: Les Weinrott 

| Director: Bill Balaban 

|30 Mins.; Mon.-thru-Fri., 6 p.m. 

| WBKB, Chicago 

WBKB’s answer to the loss of 


picked up from stations in Buffalo, Cleveland, Detroit and Seattle. Kyla Fran & Ollie from its local 
They allege that the practice infringes on their rights by hurting the | 


| programs is another puppet show 





Tele Follow-Up 


» a A te A i ie i 





Comment 
a “PPP ODG C04 8 


ald’s performance and the rea 
tions to them by Miss Bettis. “ 

It was so typically Strindb 
but 
‘same time emphasizing 
/ance rather than plot. 
ductions made the pic, 
/excellently produced by John 
| Houseman and directed by Viaq. 
imir Sokoloff. ; 

The other film on the half-hoyp 
program was the short. “4 Ter. 
ribly Strange Bed,” starring Rich. 
ard Greene, adapted from a Wilkie 
Collins story. It was an inter- 
esting suspense pic showing what 
happens when a gambler cleans 
out a gambling casino and then 
is a near-victim of a gang seeking 
to relieve him of his. winnings. 


erg, 
at the 
Perform. 
Media Pro. 
Which wag 


NBC-TV exec producer Warren 
Wade hit his best best dramatie 
presentation to date Sunday night 
|(26) in “Jenny Kissed Me.” with 
Leo G. Carroll starred in the 
|Father Moynihan role he created 
on Broadway last season. Ag 
adapted by Howard Richardson 
and William Berney and performed 
by a uniformly good cast, the hour- 
long version of Jean Kerr's legiter 
was imbued with a charm and 
warmth that projected to the ful] 
over the TV screen. 

Carroll gave one of his best video 
performances, making entirely be- 
lievable the role of the kindly 
priest. Elinor Randel was com- 
petent in the title role and Oliver 
Thorndyke, as the parish teacher. 
was fine. Eva Condon overdid 
slightly her role of the house- 
keeper but others in the support- 
ing cast were good. Show was 
neatly staged for TV by Albert 
MacCleary and Wade's use of in- 
tegrated film clips to bridge the 
acts represented a welcome inno- 
vation. 


Ed Sullivan by now is so used 
to the luxury of having a sponsor 
for his ‘‘Toast of the Town” that it 
was hard for him to realize that it’s 
now a sustainer. In the usual spot 
where Sullivan, for many weeks 
previously, used to _ introduce 
Nelson Case who did the spiels for 
Lincoln-Mercury, Sullivan reverted 
to habit—only there was no Nelson 
Case. It was just one of those 
evenings for the columnist-emcee, 
| At the outset of the show he re- 
,called that Sacramento was the 
hottest city in town, and in build- 
| ing up Elaine Stritch, Sullivan de- 
clared that she made the “Civiliza- 
|tion” number famous and_ then 
|went into “Angel in the Wings.” 
| In New York, the heat was unbear- 
| able that night. 
| However, Sullivan showed a 
,good collection of talent with 
‘standouts being Miss Stritch and 
|Sarah Vaughan. Former did a 
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potential value of the product for the Canadian theatre market. Ac- 
cording to the distribs, the signal from U. S. tele outlets covers an area 
that includes one-third of Canada’s population. Question is now being 
taken up by the nets’ legal staffs and may be resolved by the payment 
of additional fees. 


Demonstration of the whys and wherefores of television lighting was 
scheduled for presentation to the public last night (Tues.) by the 
Society of Motion Picture Engineers. SMPE planned through the 
demonstration to let their TV colleagues in on the lighting techniques 
developed via film production, as well as to acquaint the public with 
the part played by lighting in studio production. 

Demonstration, conducted at DuMont’s Adelphi Playhouse, N. Y., was 
carried via cable to the midwest. Specially-prepared film was to have 
been shown first, to be followed by a live demonstration in which 
General Electric's Richard Blount directed readjustments of the lights, 


| explaining how they effected improvements in the picture transmitted. 


Westinghouse Radio this week followed the general price-cutting 
trend in television sets, slashing list prices on four models from $20 to 
$100. Trimmings have resulted from an overflow of sets on the mar- 
ket, which has backed them up in retail outlets, in addition to new cost 
and labor-saving production techniques. 

Westinghouse console with a 16-inch tube, which formerly retailed at 
$599.95, is now to sell at $499.95, and a 10-inch table model, previously 
listing at $269.95, will go henceforth at $249.95, lowest price set in the 
Westinghouse line. A 10-inch consolette, formerly $369.95, now lists at 
$299.95, and a 12!2-inch consolette, formerly $449.95, is now $369.95. 


A central film buying agency to handle the needs of individual tele 
stations may be set up in Chicago as a result of a trip being made by 
J. J. Balaber, veepee of Grand International Films. Balaber left Mon- 
day ‘27) on a cross-country junket during which he will sound out the 
telecasters about their picture requirements. 


The agency will be set up like a syndicate to handle requests from | 
individual outlets and will include an exploitation department. Several | 


film buying agencies, which are now purchasing pix for theatres, are 


reported in favor of the project and are willing to give it their financial | 
' backing. | 


According to Balaber, they have old reels which are suitable 
for video and can provide enough celluloid for six hours of daily 
screening for a minimum of three years. 


NBC's video station in the capital, WNBW, vesterday (27) completed 
its second year of operation. The nation’s first postwar television out- 
let and the 11th to receive a commercial license, WNBW claims it has 
introduced more local sponsors to TV than any other Washington sta- 
tion. One of its programs, starring singer Johnny Bradford on “Tele- 
vision Journal,” has had over 65 advertisers, using spot announcements, 
Say Station. 

Responsible for management of WNBW is Frank M. Russell, NBC 
Washington veepee. NBC Washington general manager is William R. 
McAndrew; program manager, Eugene Juster; sales director, Mahlon 
Glascock; engineer in charge, Donald Cooper. 
they — direct operations of NBC radio stations WRC and WRC-FM 
in capital. 


| with a format mighty close to that travesty on a_ pitechman routine 
of KF&O. Main difference is that | which ‘aa the "hshenot a the 
_puppeteer Don Tennant is no Burr! show. Miss Vaughan registered ex- 
Tillstrom. ae tremely well, while taps of Chris- 
| Actually, this isn’t a bad show | tine & Moll and acro antics by Vir- 
for kids and some adults will like gina Lee and an unbilled assistant 
it. Characters: are amusing—| were satisfactory. 
|Larry, the prop. boy, producer | 
Gaylord Nosegay, cameraman 
Newton Figg and 





“Howdy Doody” was the scene 


In addition to WNBW, | 


Film studio office is the 
| background, and the puppets 
| shove desk and chairs around with 
zest. 

| Only live member of cast is 
| Toni Gilman, who acts as a sym- 


writer Nosmo |) 
| King. 


pathetic listener to all studio 
troubles. She also sings nicely 
|when called upon. Difficulty is 


| that Miss Gilman spends too much 
'time with her back to the camera. 
Don Tennant does a good job of 
manipulating the puppets, but his 
| dialog could stand some reinforce- 
ment. There are some noticeable 
lags here and there in the action, 
and the conversation isn’t strong 
| enough to carry the show. 
Program’s format is a_ great 
tribute to Kukla Fran & Ollie, but 
will have to step some to match 
their viewer appeal. Mart. 





POWERHOUSE 

| With Jimmy Powers 

| 15 Mins.; Mon., Thurs., Fri., Sat., 
7 p.m. 

Sustaining 

WPIX, N. Y. 

Jimmy Powers, N. Y. Daily News 
columnist, does a competent job of 
|piloting this sports show on the 

paper’s video outlet. Program is 


slanted strictly for the fans with | 


Powers dishing up latest results, 
news and some analysis. 
views with sports celebs also help 
to round out the coverage. 
_ This show, however, has no spec- 
‘ial video angles and would be 
| equally effective on radio. Powers, 
in editorial garb, works from be- 
hind a desk crisply delivering the 
commentary. Addition of still and 
motion pictures to illustrate the 
gab and the interviews would make 
jas a hep TV sports program. 
Herm. 





Inter- | 


‘for an impressive technical demon- 
'stration of the split-screen tech- 
/nique on the NBC _ network last 
‘week. With Bob Smith in New 
/York and the cast of puppets in 
'Chicago, the net’s engineering 
crew brought them together on 
dialers’ screens without a hitch. It 
'was the technique’s initia! tryout 
on the N. Y.-Chicago, co-ax. Sev- 
‘eral previous inter-city experi 
‘ments have been conducted be- 
'tween Washington and N. Y. Al- 
‘though it’s doubtful whether the 
kids understood what was happen: 
ing, it revealed another aspect © 
_video’s almost boundless potentia 
as a communications medium. 





Making his TV debut on BBC's 
“Music Hall,” Issy Bonn _ prove 
‘himself a ready-made artist for 
‘this medium. His _ personality 
‘came over with an easy confidence 
|but, like many other comedians, 
relied too strongly on corny mate- 
irial. Some of his gags were stale 
' chestnuts on the Music Hall & 
‘decade back and, while his per 
sonality may be well suited for 
such songs as “My Yiddisher 
Momma,” it would be hard to 
think of a more hackneyed num 
/ber on which to wind up his show: 
| With a good script Issy Bonn coul 
be the tops on TV and be among 
‘the first rank of vaudeville artists 
‘who are at present available to 
the BBC. 


— 





Chicago — WGN-TV takes the 
‘wraps off its new transmitter an 
antenna equipment July 5. cing 
special telecast covering WGN <- 
_velopments in TV and a featu 


show with top entertainment from 
'Chi night clubs and theatres. 
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TO POINT... 


- « « Especially when you have something 











to sell. 
EXTRA 
« . « ‘Variety’s’ 4th Annual Radio and Tele- EDITORIAL FEATURE 
: » » . 16th Annual 
vision ‘REVIEW AND PREVIEW’ Special } 
Edition will be published in July, when VARIETY 
. Survey of 
advertising agencies and sponsors plan their RADIO - TELEVISION 
a . SHOWMANAGEMENT 
programs for the new 1949.50 Radio and AWARDS 














Television Season. 


. « « This is an opportune time for you to 


both emphasize and point to your accom- 





| re NEW YORK 19, HOLLYWOOD 28 

7 advertiseme his issue 
plishments. Your advertisement in t 154 W. 46th St. 6311 Yucca Street 
is your memorandum on the desk of Mr. CHICAGO I. LONDON 


John Buyer Dough. 360 No. Michigan 8 St. Martin's Pl. 
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Cincy, Louisville's Proximity Seen 


Dooming WLW Bid to Buy WHAS 


Washington, June 28 

On the ground that single own- 
ership of two 50 kw _ slations in 
major markets as near each other 
as Cincinnati and Louisville would 
be against the public interest, the 
FCC Friday (24) tentatively said 
thumbs down on the Crosley agree- 
ment to buy the WHAS radio and 
television properties 101 $1,925,000 


An initial decision by Leo Res- 
nick. hearing examiner, concluded 
that control by one corporation ol 
such powerful clear channel Sta 
tions as WLW Cincinnati and 
WHAS Louisville serving the 
same general area. would nullify 
the rule against multiple owner- 
ship and “abandon the Commis- 
sion’s long established policy in 
favor of competition and against 


concentration of control.” 


Under FCC rules, parties to the 


case will be given 20 days in 
which to file exceptions and re- 
quest oral argument A final de- 
cision by the Commission will be 
made following the hearing. Cros- 
ley was expected to protest the 
examiner’s determination with the 
contention that single holdings of 
major stations nearly as close to 
each other as WLW and WHAS 
have heretofore been allowed. The 


ownership of the 50 kilowatters 
WGAK and WJR in Cleveland and 
Detroit by G. A. Richards was 
cited as a case in point but Resnick 
pointed to a Commission decision 
that these stations serve ,substan- 
tially different areas 

The examiner’s decision was one 
of the rare cases in which a major 
transfer has been initially denied. 
A previous initial rejection also in- 
volved Crosley’s purchase of WINS 
in New York from the Hearst in- 
terests. That deal was allowed 
only after a provision in the sale 
contract calling for part of the 
price to be taken out in the form 
of broadcast time was eliminated. 

In issuing its initial ruling on 
the transfer, the Commission took 
no action on the WHAS application 
for an extension of time to com- 
plete its TV station. Hearings on 


both the extension and the trans- 
fer were held at the same time. 
WHAS had testified it did not plan 
to proceed with construction while 
the sale of the facilities was pend- 
ing, Crosley planned to finish the 
station in six months if its pur- 
chase was okayed. 


Originally, there were two com- 
peting bidders for WHAS under 
the now discarded AVCO proce- 
dure. These were Bob Hope and 
the Fort Industry Co. Both with- 
drew before the hearings started 
early in March 

Resnick’s decision said the cru- 


cial question in passing on the sale 
to Crosley of the Courier Journal 
stations is the overlap between 


WLW and WHAS. This issue, he 
said is not involved between 
WHAS-TV and WLW-TV or be- 
tween WHAS-FM and WLW-FM be- 
cause of the limited coverage ol 
these stations. 
Watters’ Dilemma 
Cincinnati, Jun 28 

An FCC decision that the Cros- 
ley Broadcasting Corp. may not 
buy WHAS, Louisville, because of 
its nearness to Crosley’s WLW 
here, will be appealed within 20 


davs, James D. Shouse, president, 
said. Both channel 
tions. 

On another FCC decision order- 
ing WCPO, local holding of 
Scripps-Howard Radio, Inc., to de- 
cide which of two applications it 
would pursue, Mortimer C. Wat- 
ters, WCPO general manager, said 
he will continue application to 
change facilities of the station to 
630 kilocycles, 1,000 watts. That 
action will remove WCPO’s appli- 
cation to purchase WVLK, Versail- 


are clear sta- 


les, Ky., operating at 590 kilocycles 
with 1,000 watts, from A. B. 
“Happy” Chandler, high commis- 


sioner of baseball, for a reported 
$500,000. 

Watters added that WCPO will 
retain the purchase contract for 
WVLK to reenter application for 
it in event FCC grants the 630 kilo- 
cycle authority to another appli- 
cant. 


WXYZ 
been ap- 


former 
has 


Austin Grant, 
news commentator, 


pointed farm editor of CKLW, ef- | 


fective July 11, it was announced 


by J. E. Campeau, CKLW presi- 
dent 

In addition to his new duties, 
Grant will be heard over CKLW | 
with regular newscasts Monday 


through Friday. 
roe Auto Equipment Co. 

Addition of Grant is timed to 
coincide with CKLW'’s power in- 
crease to 50.000 watts next month. 
(Station celebrates its 17th anni 
next month.) 

Grant began his radio career in 
1937 with WWJ. where he broad- 
cast news and was farm editor for 
10 year 


Moffatt, Top eens On 
150,000-Watt Radio Lux, 
Grabbed Off by WCCO 


Minneapolis, June 28. 


Ralph Moffatt, who drew 1,000 
letters a week as platter spinner 
for 150,000-watt Radio Luxem- 


bourg, has joined staff of WCCO, 
Columbia outlet here. 

Native of Minnesota, he was 
WCCO announcer before entering 


Army counter-intelligence during 
late war. He joined staff of Army’s 
Radio Munich, establishing disk 
show. and later as civilian was 
named program director. 

He joined Radio Luxembourg, 
one of few commercial stations in 
Europe, in 1948, establishing late- 
night disk show which got plenty 


of British listenership. His picture 
hit covers of five European popu- 
lar tunes and he was lionized in 
personal appearances in England. 

He returned home _ for two 
months’ vacation this spring after 
four years in Europe, married a 
Minneapolis girl, and was snatched 
by WCCO on his way back to Lux- 
embourg. 





Greensboro, N. C.—The FCC has 
granted a construction permit for 
a new non-commercial FM broad- 
casting station to the board of 
school commissioners, High Point, 
Pe. A, 


Sponsor is Mon- | 


| gett 


| Austin Grant to CKLW Dallas Group Files 


Detroit, June 28. 


For 3 Tele Stations 


4 


Washington, June 28. 
A group of Dallas business men 
filed applications with the FCC 


ilast week to estahlish three tele- 


vision stations in Texas. The out- 
lets would be located in Abilene, 
Midland and San Angelo. 

Equal owners in the enterprise 
are James D. Cheek, M. F. Foo- 
shee, Ward D. Virgil A. 
Hargett,«Winnie Shelton and Dave 
C. Edwards. Cheek 
are owners of an 
firm and also have 
Dallas Downs owns 
plumbing supply house in Dallas 
Hargett is the owner ‘of the Har- 
Electric Co Shelton has a 
construction business in Washing 
ton. D. C., and has property there 
and Dallas Edwards is the man- 
ager of Hillcrest Mausoleum in 
Dallas 

Abilene is the seat of three col- 
leges—Hardin-Simmons, McMur- 
ray, and Abilene Christian College. 
Midland is the center of an oil 
producing area and the market for 
a wide ranching country Midland 
is the wool and mohair capital of 
the U. S. 

The applications were 
to be filed for these cities 


TPA Censorship Code 


Zoes 


Downs, 


and Fooshee 


architectural 
real estate in 
the leading 


first 


the 


Hollywood, June 


Television Producers Assn. 


to work on video censorship code 
this week. Association will make 
an effort 


before outside 


to regulate its own work 


torces. intervene to 
force censorship 

Producer’s Code 
mittee, headed 
and Frank Nelson 
Association’s code 
has been effected 
picture industry Television Pro- 
ducers Assn. will also start work 
this week in conjunction with In- 
dependent Television Producers 
Assn., N. Y., on a Code of Prac- 
tices for dealing with networks 
and agencies. 


of Ethics com- 
Frank 
will base 
on that which 
by the motion 


by Danzig 


the 


‘CBS REVAMPS MONDAY 
SCHEDULE ON TELE 


| CBS television, in a Monday 
/night program realignment to com- 
pensate for vacationing shows, has 
slotted the Tex McCrary - Jinx 
| Falkenburg “Preview” into the 
|9 o’clock slot starting July 11. It 
| will occupy the time formerly held 
| by the Ford Dealers’ “Through the 
{Crystal Ball.” A CBS-TV sus. 
tainer, “‘People’s Platform,” is ig 
| follow from 9:30 to 10, taking over 
the time previously occupied 
“Goldbergs.” Philip Morris 
tinues as sponsor of “Preview 
“Wesley,” another CBS-TV 
house-built sustainer, moves 
from its present Sunday 
7:30 time into the 
slot, formerly held 
“Mr. I. Magination” 
former “‘Wesley”’ 
placed by a 


{ 


by 
cone 


over 
night at 
Monday at 8 
by “Previc , 
takes over the 
time 
series ot half-hor r 
documentary films. Sunday 
ning lineup will continue to tee 
off with the hour-long “Chuck 
Wagon” at 6. 

In another summertime move, 
CBS has decided to eliminate its 
current trio of daytime strip shows. 
Ted Steele, now aired trom 12 to 


being 


i¢- 


eve- 


12:30 p.m., is to occupy a 15-min- 
ute — slot across -the- board at 
7:15 ppm. Other two shows, includ- 
ing Dorothy Doan’s “Vanity Fair’ 
and the Jack Sterling program, 
are Slated to return in the fall. 
CBS-TV daytime activities tor the 
duration of the summer, conse- 


quently, will be confined to home 
baseball games of the 


Dodgers. 


> 
Brooklyn 


Four WIZE Buyers 


Lima, O., June 28 
George Quatman, Sr., of Lima, 
acting as one of a four-man syndi 


cate, last week purchased 112 
shares, representing 45°-° of the 


stock in WIZE, Springfield, O. Of 
the balance of the stock in the sta- 
tion, 52% is owned by Charles 
Sawyer, Cincinnati, U. S. Secre- 
tary of Commerce. 

The three others in the purchas- 
ing group are: Richard Davis, res- 
taurant owner, Lima; Frank Kahle, 
retired Lima banker, and Phillip 
Bradstock, president of the Guar- 
antee Products Co., of Wilming- 
ton, O. ‘ 
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JIM PLATT over at the Infra Agency wouldn’t touch 6:00 AM if WOR gave it to him. 


He’s an early evening boy. The fellows at Dunn, Doane & Debble think that 
6:00 AM is just pure platinum. 


But WOR has proved and proved and proved that any time is good time 


on this station. 


We haven't proved this with ratings only — though we’ve got a king’s ransom 
worth of good sound statistical props: We’ve proved it with hard, cold, cash facts 
based on sales, sales, sales... at all hours. 


For instance, a 9:25 PM Sunday announcement— announcement, mind 
you! — cascaded in 13,052 dimes and requests. Sunday, at 8:00 AM — when all 
people are supposed to be punching the pillow — pulled 6,522 cash requests. 


| It goes this way — Somebody's always listening to WOR. Not that we don’t 
think that some times and some audiences aren’t better for some products. Gosh, no! 


But every small minute on WOR can bring big returns. We can prove this, 
emphatically and convincingly. 


our address is — 


~that power-full station at 1440 Broadway, in New York 
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All surveys rate WCAU’s Umbrella Coverage tops... . Show WCAU 


has much greater over-all rating than any other Philadelphia station. WE v |. 


. That’s why buying time is well spent at WCAU. Your advertising CBS AFFILIATE 


budget gets more results per dollar because on WCAU you reach so 
many more customers. The Philadelphia Bulletin Stations 
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| : 
NBC-TV Ups Fred Coe Insi de Stuf—R ake 
| Tele Chatter | Fred Coe, NBC-TV producer- . 
director who handled “Philco Tele-| win a two-pronged objective of securing a “more truthful expres. 
vision Playhouse” last season, has sion” of Negro life in radio and television as well as gaining equa] a 
United Artists, goes into release been named manager of new Pro- | 9) ortunities ‘and equal pay for qualified Negro men and women in the 
~~ <O in’ ‘nce gram development for the web. * ie BAASE BEEN tH9R Sed wormen | 

: for RKO in August. Teevee =F , same media, the Committee for the Negro in the Arts is holding a. 
: vtime ao for Compton agency, a. a viene ou oe Po gg tig te “4 ne rage conference July 9 at the Hotel Theresa, N. Y., to decide how these 

ar jained Wei ney, the film. ley wi e se ' set up by national program chie . » maw ; ae eee ee ae torte : 
director of ABC-TV's “Volume mour Roth has been inked typ ment of the department to provide trayal of the Negro in terms of ce ie a ee 


One. Numbers One to Six,” as an 
associate Carl King has left 
WNEW announcing staff to  be- 
come director of TV for Sterling 
Films and expand freelance AM- 
TV work Official Television 
has been appointed exclusive TV 
distributor for the vidpix of Li- 
brary Films, Inc 
John Cameron Swayze’s next 
show will be “Oddly Enough.” 

Thrush Gloria Benson to guest 
on Jack Sterling’s WCBS - TV 
stanza tomorrow (Thurs.) ... RCA- 
Victor prepping a two-page letter 
to all set-owners in the New York 
area explaining that WOR-TV is 
skedded to bow late this summer 
and that sets installed earlier than 
several months ago may need ad- 
justment to receive its signal. 
RCA adds that it is prepared to 
make the adjustments under terms 
ot its contracts with set-owners. 
WOR-TV tower at North Bergen, 
N. J., was completed last week and 
the antenna installed atop. the 
Inast 

Joe Franklin, who conducts 
WMCA’s “Antique Record Shop,” 
to guest on Chuck Tranum’s “Man- 
hattan Spotlight” DuMont stanza 
Friday (1) discussing the question 
plaguing platter-spinners: ‘Does 
a jockey have a future in 


T\ 


Hollywood 


inked the Hank Mc- 
Cune Show for 13-week period. 
MeCune films his program week- 
ly for syndication. Permanent cast 
includes Sara Berner, Arthur Q. 
Bryan, Frank Nelson and Bill 
Bemling IMPPRO has inked con- 
tracts with Swiss American Cheese 


KTTV has 


Co. for producing of 40 one-min- 
ute Vid-spots Joe Kaye - Jerry 


Browne show, “Find My Double,” 
kinnied at KNBH for sponsor nib- 
bles. Horace Heidt is bankrolling 

Foote, Cone & Belding is pre- 
paring six television trailers for 
Howard Hughes’ “The Outlaw.” 
Film, which was first released by 


Al Gershenson as production super- 


visor for series of 39 vidpix to be 
rolled for Milani’s 1890 French 
Dressing. Series of 30-minute films 
will be made under Alger Produc- 
tions banner. Shooting gets under 
way in two weeks KFMB-TV, 
San Diego, will pick up and re- 
transmit the wrestling bouts from 
Olympic Auditorium televised by 
KTLA East Wednesday. 


Chicago 
Comedian Vie Hyde guested on 
ABC-TV Super Circus Lou 


Cohan booking the talent for Natl. 
Television show, skedded here 
Sept. 30-Oct. 9... WNBQ pulled 
a cutie during Walcott - Charles 
fight by snapping pics off the NBC- 
TV screening and showing them on 
the Clifton Utley show before the 
fight ended. Chi viewers were shut 
out on fight TV reception aa 
WENR-TV vocalist Johnny Hill 
wed to Patricia Gibson in St. Louis 
June 24 Junie Fishburn in 
charge of Chi tele accounts for Ed- 
ward Petry Co . WGN-TV oper- 


ations director Vern Brooks han- 
dled deal whereby 13 feature films 
were obtained trom WPILX for Chi 
showing. 
London 

Stewart MacPherson debuts as 
TV compere in the first birthday 
bill of “Rooftop Rendezvous” on 
July 2, which has introduced to 


video audiences in the past Martha 
Raye, Maxine Sullivan, the Merry 
Mac, Maurice Rocco, Jean Kent 
and Adelaide Hall Emlyn Wil- 


liams will be on the program the | 


Same evening in a playlet entitled 


“Every Picture Tells a_ Story” 
based on a surrealist picture by 
Max Ernst An open-air swim- 


ming pool on the outskirts of Lon- 
don is to be the setting for Roy 
Fransen’s Aquarevue on July 6, 
which will feature the Aquabelles 
in “Hula Hula” and other ballet 
numbers 


more emphasis on_ house-built 
packages. Other three have been 
filled. 


Coe, in his new spot, will super- 
vise creation of new program ideas 
and be responsible for the develop- 
ment of new techniques in lighting, 
cameras and sets. One time direc- 
tor of the Civic theatre, Columbia, 














S. Car., Coe has been with NBC- 
TV since 1945. 
New Tele Biz 
WGN-TV, Chi, announced the 


Chi Tribune will sponsor “Chicago- 
land Mystery Players,” 30 mins., 
once weekly, in tiein promotion 
wherein solutions are printed in 
followup editions. 

WNBQ, Chi, reported announce- 
ments for S. C. Johnson through 
Needham, Louis & Brorby agency; 
and Dean Milk through Morris 
Swaney agency. 

WBKB reported announcements 
for Dean Milk through Morris 
Swaney agency; Matthews Roofing 
through Guenther-Bradford agency; 


| Speigel Stores through Schwimmer 


& Scott agency. 

Krajenke Buick Sales, of Detroit, 
has signed a 52-week contract for 
sponsorship of western serials on 
WJBK-TV. The 15-minute, cross- 
the-board program titled ‘““KB Kor- 
ral’ will feature western films. 


} 


Business placed through Rex Ad- | 


vertising agency. 





Chi TV’s Al Fresco Symph 
Chicago, June 28. 


| offices buy Ziv transcription shows if they use local radio. 
| Ziv gives the dealers maximum discount. 


WBKB will televise the open air | 


symphony concert at Chi’s Grant 
Park July 9, and station execs in- 
dicated that if enough viewer re- 
sponse was obtained, future dates 
would be sought. 

Nicolai Malko will conduct. 


entire radio industry employs only a handful of Negro artists ang 
technicians. 

In a circular recently distributed by the CNA, the group contends 
that radio “has consistently denied recognition to the Negro as a human 
being” and with rare exceptions has characterized the Negro as a 
“stereotype of a clown; lazy, stupid and ignorant.” Bulletin adds that 
television also threatens to emulate radio’s policy. An array of statis. 
tics marshaled by the CNA claims that of some 2,792 U.S. radio stations 
not one employs a Negro producer, director, commentator or sound 
effects man. 


Frank Sinatra did a burn at many in the trade—and also some of the 
press bunch—who took pot-shots at him when it was aired he was leay. 
ing Lucky Strike. Both he and American Tobacco, of course, knew 
they were sitting back for that Chesterfield 7-7.15 p.m., time-slot on 
NBC. but couldn’t say anything for fear Chesterfield would reverse its 
cancellation, if learning that Lucky Strike was after the five nights a 
week across-the-board. 





Candidates for program director, scripter, and operations, traffic and 
dramatic assistants at WNYC, N. Y., were handed a stiff exam by the 
Municipal Civil Service Commission last week. Typical questions which 
all applicants had to answer included: 

What is the Mayflower Decision? 
it advanced by the radio industry” 
changed by a ruling issued on June 2? 7 

Assume that the mayor of New York is anxious to launch a safety 
campaign to reduce traffic aocidents. List four radio techniques to 
increase public awareness of the problem. 

What were the circumstances which brought about establishment of 
ABC” 

List five outstanding radio documentaries presented on the networks 
in the last two years and indicate briefly the content of each 

List the four main criticisms of broadcast performance advanced in 
the FCC's “Blue Book.” 

There were 13 other questions in the first part, plus six others in 
the second half. And the Commission didn’t even offer the lure of a 
free trip to Bermuda. 


What are the main objections to 
To what extent was the decision 


Tieup has been effected betwee Nash Motors and Frederic W 
Co., whereby the auto outfit reco:amends that 


Ziv 
its dealers and regional 
in return 


As a result of the cooperative arrangement Nash dealers in Phoenix, 
Ariz., Greenfield, Mass., Montgomery, Ala., San Diego, Cal., and Ro- 


anoke, Va., have been inked. Stanzas bought are “Favorite Story,” 
“Wayne King Show,” “Guy Lombardo Show,” “Philo Vance” and 


“Boston Blackie.” Ziv also announced that Queen City Brewing Co, 
has picked up the Guy Lombardo series for six markets in Virginia, 
West Virginia and Maryland. 











Du Mont 
has only 


one “baby.” 


With the Du Mont Television Network, it’s television and 


nothing but television. When you talk television advertising 


to a Du Mont representative you will talk 


only television —he has nothing else to sell. 


And over the Du Mont Television Network, your message 


can reach 99% of all the television receivers in America, 


DU MONT TELEVISION NETWORK ol} MNT 515 Madison Avenue New York 22, N.Y. 


GOPYRIGHT 1949. ALLEN 8. OU MONT LABORATORIES iné. 
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THE 
TELEVISION GOES BERSERK! ON 
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id 
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Directed and Supervised by 


Ezra Stone 


A Kudner Agency, Inc. TV Production Pp : 


Coast to Coast 


Beginning June 28th over NBC -I'V Network 


and July I2th on non-network stations 


presented by your BUICK dealer 
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1 CAN HEAR IT NOW ‘CBC SUMMER THEATRE 
With Cedric Adams, Tony Grise, With Jack Scott, Alice Hill; orig- 
Sally Foster, Wally Olson orch, inal music, Lou Snyder 
Ramona Gerhart. Writer: Ray Darby . 
Writer: Cedric Adams Producer-director: Esse W. Ljungh 
Producer: Bob Sutton. 30 Mins.; Sat., 5 p.m. 
30 Mins.: Tues.,"9:30 p.m. | Sustaining 
PETERS PRODUCTS WOR, N. Y. 
WCCO, Minneapelis A transcribed series, “CBC Sum- 
New show over WCCO capital- mer Theatre” began rather weakly 
izes on hop-skip nostalgia and Saturday (25) on WOR, N. Y., with 
stars Cedric Adams, one of biggest 4 half-hour romantic drama tagged 
of local radio wigs, also handling “Once an Uncle.” Written by Ray 
two six-days-a-week news shows Darby, the play’s timeworn plot 
and two talent shows as well aS was one of those “eternal triangle” 
doing newspaper column. 


affairs where the gal spurns her 
Adams, from fertile memory, original suitor, but finally divorces 
writes script himself, only show in hubby to return to her first love. 
which he so functions. Tunes are ’ 
revived from 10 to 40 years back, Produced in Toronto by the Can- 
Adams setting stage for each with adian Broadcasting Corp., “CBC 
recap of news events or customs Summer Theatre” is intended as a 
of the time. showcase to present “original 
Vocalist Foster is veteran of, works by Canada’s best known 
KMOX and Decca records, Tony writers.” Undoubtedly the series 
Grise is local singer who won will in the future come up with 
Godfrev talent kudos and is mak- some worthwhile material. How- 
ing FM records. Wally Olson’s ever the initial offering provided 
22-piece orch and Ramona Ger- little stimulation for listeners out- 
hart organ backgorunds provide side of a mental comparison of how 
smooth musical settings. similar “Uncle's” theme was to 
. , YT vo ; r ” -ed 
Show eschews bop and jazz ex- “John’s Other Wife” and kindre 
cept when they relate to period S°4P operas. 
and then hot fringes are cooled off. Performances were fairly good 
Sponsored by meat packing firm’ with the players striving hard to 
(Peters Products) it seems to be offset the triteness of the script. 
gaining steady acceptance. Jack Scott was virile as the other 
Mixing up dates of various re- man while Alice Hill convinced as 
vivals seems to be a smart idea in the fickle femme who didn’t know 
appealing to wide listenership, her own mind when she wed the 
since oldsters get a listen to their, wrong guy. A yarn such as “Once 
favorites as well as the recent-| An Uncle’ may reap a crop of 
adolescents. Both singers and housewives as an audience. But to 
musicians are capable performers bag more dialers, a script with 
and Adams, as scripter and mc, has more snap and originality is in 
a sure touch with nostalgia. order. : 
Murf. Gilb. 
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WIFDR 


FM — 104.3 





Sponsored as a public service by the International 
Ladies’ Garment Workers Union 


EARS TO HEAR 


A nucleus of the Union’s quarter million mem- 
bers, bound by a unique loyalty to their own 
station... plus consistent growth among all FM 
listeners through expert programming. 


WILL TO BELIEVE 


To this favorably disposed audience, a station of 
inherent social responsibility must carry convie- 
50% of WFDR’s time in each cycle must 
be non-commercial, in the public service.  Se- 


tion. 


lected commercial sponsors will benefit: by the 
resultant audience receptivity. 


MONEY TO SPEND 


The Union’s quarter million members who earn 
$17,500,000 weekly rank high in proportion of 
spendable income. They are alert, progressive, 
interested in the commodities and services of 


modern America. 


WFEDR 
BROADCASTING CORPORATION 
1710 Broadway, New York City * COlumbus 5-7000 
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| B-BAR-B RANCH 
With Ivan Cury, Craig McDonnell, 


Charles Irving, Don Knotts; 
announcer, Bob Emmerich 
Producer: Herb Rice 


| Directors: Bob Novak, Drex Hines 
| Writer: Peter Dixon 


30 Mins.: Tues., Thurs., 5 p.m. 


Sustaining : 
MBS, from New York 
Western adventure yarns, if 


they're to stand out from the heap, 
have to use the old materials in 
new ways. This entry, which is re- 
placing “Straight Arrow” for the 
summer, failed to inject any new 
ingredients and combined the pe- 
rennial elements of pinto pix and 
pulps in the timeworn formulae. 

The giddyapper packed into 30 
minutes a stagecoach holdup, gun- 
play, smoke signals, Injuns, a posse, 
bows and arrows, a “lily-livered 
Eastern dude,” and other familiar 
props of the mustang mellers. 
Sound effects engineers were kept 
busy simulating galloping hooves. 
Dialog was sprinkled with phrases 
that might have come from any 
other hoss opera, like “Out here we 
always expect trouble and are 
never disappointed” and “Let's 
take the short cut and bottle them 
up at the pass.” 

Each episode is complete in It- 
self and centers around a 12-year- 
old rancher who operates the B- 
Bar-B in a tough section of Texas. 
Moxie and quick headwork of the 
juve hero provide opportunity for 
young dialers te participate vicari- 
ously in the chases. On the broad- 
cast caught (23), plot concerned a 
mock holdup that turned into the 
real thing with the kid cowpuncher, 
helped by a friendly Indian and 
the local sheriff, rounding up the 
heavies. Tale was simple, but the 
script was disconcertingly broken 
up into short, choppy scenes. 

Thesping was good, with Ivan 
Cury starring as the fast-riding kid, 
and production was smooth. Bob 
Novak and Drex Hines direct alter- 
nate broadcasts. Bril. 


THE IMPERIAL QUARTET 
With Marion Snider, Floyd Gray, 
Howard Bogarde 
15 Mins., Mon.-Wed.-Fri., 
11:45 a.m. 
IMPERIAL PURE CANE SUGAR 
WOAI-TQN, San Antonio 
Organized some four years ago 
by Marion Snider and built around 
his own ideas in harmony, this 
singing group is comprised of 
Floyd Gray, bass; 


| 


} 


| KCKN, Kansas City 


| Black” (it’s promoted with the full 


| week contract 
}on well is evident from the fact 
that another 13 
‘quite likely with the same sponsors. 


Dudley M.} 


Hughes, baritone, second tenor is | 
Homer Tankersly, Jr., and Charles | 


Speed, top tenor. 


Snider is direc- | 


ior of the group and also serves | 


as piano accompanist. The group 
has a repertoire of some 2,500 
songs, ranging from religious to 
operetta, popular selections to 
Negro spirituals. 

The solo parts are passed around 


freely in Snider’s arrangements, | 


giving each member an_ oppor- 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| 


BREAKFAST SNACK 

BUDDY BLACK 
With Ellen White, Al Rupf 
Producer-Director: George Stump 
30 Mins.: 8 a.m.; Mon.-thru-Fri. 
Participating 


WITH TED DRAKE—GUARDIAN OF 
THE BIG TOP 
With Vince Harding, Fred Rains: 
Announcer, Bob Larrimore : 
Producer: Charles Brown 
Director: Phil McHugh 
Writer: Cliff Thomas 
This daily half-hour is the sec- 30 Mins.; Mon.-Wed.-Fri., 5 p. m, 
ond sizeable live show to be set up Sustaining 
at a morning hour within the past MBS, from Nashville 
three months here. It is staged at Set in a cireus locale, “Ted 
John Roselli’s restaurant in the Drake” has the advantage of a 
downtown sector as an audience background with great potentiali- 
participation stanza for the break- ties for snaring a young audience, 
fast crowd. Coffee is on the house But, unfortunately, this summer 
during the show, and spot is fast repla cement for “Superman” 
becoming a congregating scene for doesn’t cash in fully on the gla- 
the office and shop workers on Mor of the canvas and sawdust 
their way to the day’s toil. world. ae ane 
Shaw is in the hands of Buddy Its characters are the people of 


; - oP ~*~ a traveling tent show—barkers 
Black, of the KCKN staff, lock, \jre_waikers. clowns and tadonen 
stock and barrel, and on most . 


s The hero is the circus dick, Ted 
scores he is doing a firstrate job. Drake, abetted by his pal from 
As an m.c.. Black has something of clown alley. On the ayeem. Drake 
a local reputation, and he upholds frustrated an attempt to murder 
it admirably on this assignment. | tpe tight-rope walker and then 
Idea of the show simply is for the solved the slaying of a bareback 
breakfasters to have a visit with rider. The case was an open-and- 
Black, and for him to pass out a list shut affair, with the jealous killer 
of prizes furnished by the eight) giving himself away in the open- 
participating sponsors, a variety ing scene, as well as in several 
including Fairfax Furniture, Ed’s other hot-headed exchanges. Ags 
Florist, Jo-Arts Jewelry, Holly- such, the stanza lacked suspense 
wood Photo Studio, Streep Music except for the listener’s wonder. 
Co., Standard Laundry, Leader jing whether it could possibly be 
Clothing, and Mountain Valley ¢o obvious. : 
Mineral Water. Thesping was fair, but scripting 

There is something of a formula, relied too heavily on narration 
but it is generally flexible with the announcer giving  blow-by- 
Black free to wander at will about blow accounts in a couple of situa- 
the room dispensing corsages, and tions where straight dialog would 
gift bonds, and giving the patrons, have been both more realistic and 
largely femmes, their chances tO;more dramatic. The musical 
get on the air. The show is meant | background, which was __tran- 
to be a breakfast time party, and | scribed, registered well and added 
Black brings off the session in the the flavor of a circus band. The 
party mood very well. Principal |intro, using a barker routine. was 
shortcoming is that the m.c. pays effective. But the broadcast failed 
too much attention to the live audi- to live up to its ballyhoo as a 
ence, and does not do enough in “baffling mystery.” Bril. 
the way of description and expla- — 
nation for the listeners—the largest’ ¢pORTS HIGHLIGHTS 
share of the audience. It’s a better | with Bob Bender 
show to watch than to hear, as is) 45 Mins.; 6:30 p.m., Mon.-Thurs.- 
so often the case with the audience Sat. - 
participation format. icipati 

“Breaktast Snack With Buddy WOT mehnssfats 





Bob Bender, onetime assistant 
to Bill Stern, resembles him some- 
| what in the rapid, staccato style of 
broadcasting. It’s better suited to 
play-by-playing of a sport like foot- 
ball than to an evening commen- 
tary and roundup, where the strain 
‘on the ear becomes noticeable. 
Bender would do well to reduce his 
| speed, even if it means elimination 
of a few items. He talks so fast 
pon news ae ee run together 
away . ; and occasionally lose their full sig- 
KFRC, San Francisco | nificance. Utilization of the pause 

The interview formula, back- and development of transitional 
grounded by informal salon noises,| phrases also could contribute to 
is a solid technique when framed | easier listening. 
by a colorful setting and handled; WGY miker encompasses the 
by an adroit chatterer. In this| sports developments of the day, 
instance the room, being the cos-| nationally, regionally and, to some 
mopolitan Palace Corner in the/ extent, locally. He also offers com- 
tradition-drenched Palace Hotel, is| mentary and predictions, plus 


title) is in the midst of its first 13- 
That it is catching 


weeks appears 


Quin. 


PALACE PERSONALITIES 

With Len Curley, others 

30 Mins.; Sat., 5:30 p.m. 

PODESTA - BALDOCCHI & I. 
MAGNIN 


tunity to display his singing tal-|4 highly suitable rendezvous for) guests now and then. There might 


ents. 


mate whispering style, so neces-| 


sary to good microphone tech-| 
nique. 


audiences it carries its own sound | 
system. 


long intervals. 


sors, who cash in on the name of 
the sponsor in using the name Im- 
perial Quartet in all the personal 
appearances throughout the state. 
Program is fast moving with a 
wide range of gospel songs being 
featured. Each one sung is in re- 
sponse to a request made by card 
or letter from listeners adding the 
intimate touch. | 
Gray handles the announcing 
chores for the quartet in fine style. 
Commercials are handled _ by 
Howard Bogarte who does a nice | 
selling job. It’s a smooth. sweet 
Andy. 





SONGS YOU ALL REMEMBER 

With Cliff Warren, Bill McReyn- | 
olds, Melvin Winters Orch 

Producer: Jerry Lee 

15 Mins., Mon.-thru-Fri., 11:15 a.m. 

Participating 

WOAT, San Antonio 


In preparation of the debut of 
WOAI-TYV this fall, a series of new 
studio shows featuring local talent 
is being readied and are making 
their debut over WOAT to estab- 
lish a local following as well as to 
showcase the talent as to possibili- 
ties, for sponsorship and program 
format. The outlet has done right 
by signing up Cliff Warren who 
has been around here as a vocalist 
for a good long while. 

Given the musical backing of the 
WOAT house band under the direc- 
tton of Melvin Winters, a_ real 
showcasing job has been done for 
Warren and he should have a large 
following by the time TV makes its 
bow f He has also switched his style 
of singing from that of the hillbilly 
and western type to that of the 


(Continued on page 36) 


TOWN TROTTER 


, were tantalizingly brief. 


The quartet has a real inti-| verbal pilgrimaging and with the| be more of the commentating and 


querying chores in the hands of | the interviewing, if station policy 
Len Curley well cared for, the} permits. Likewise an increase in 


In fact, when it is making half-hour stanza adds up to easy) on-the-spot coverage. 
personal appearances before large | and informative listening. 


Bender basically is a good broad- 


The choice of personalities | caster, eager, alert, interested and 


Often the harmony is so culled for confabbing includes both | informed. He also has shown to 
close the four sound like a trio. | persons of note and persons of in-| advantage 
The general style features hum-| terest (sometimes telescoped into viewed via WRGB 
ming by three parts with the fourth’ one and the same person) with . 
member taking the solo part for adroit attention given to variety of 
| background. 
Group is an ideal for the spon-! portrait painter, a museum curator, 


shots 
Jaco. 


in television 














Show caught had a 


a SPCA (humane society) director, | 
a traveller returned after 45 years | 
in China, a bride-and-groom-to-be, 
and a nightclub artist (Dorothy 
Donegan) who discussed classical, 
swing and bebop music; which} 
compote showed a fast tempo, | 
much interest and even some 
humor. Rewards of bottles of 
perfume went to each personality. 
Commercials, split by  joint- 
sponsors, are handled conserva- 
tively, in good taste but with full 
impact. Ted. 








M-G-M— 
“On an Island with You" 


THE CAMEL SHOW 
Every Friday Nite, 8:30 D.S.T. 


Mgt.: LOU CLAYTON 





With Libby Bohen 
15 Mins., Mon. - Thur. - Fri., 

5:30 p.m. 
Participating 
WPTR, Albany 

Program packs a good idea, not 
completely developed. It’s’ a re- 
port on local social, civic, church, | 
education and organizational activi- 
ties, with added commentary on 
styles and reports of lectures and 
interviews added. Last-named is 
the phase which might be ex- 
panded, to give it more punch and | 
pace. 
_ Observations. for instance, on an 
interview with Dizzy Gillespie, who Still at 
played a one-night stand here, | 


Larger | PARAMOUNT, NEW YORK 


time allotment for this, with a re-| ae 
duction of the period devoted, via | —— 
the same stanza, to the run-down) 
of a tree surgery concern seeking | W Ke i . E R Ss : 
business from owners of elm trees. ot —— TUAL RE- 
suffering from blight, would have eae an Or aun NORLET 
been wise. The “expose,” while | BEFORE SUBMITTING FOR AC- 
CEPTANCE, For further information 
JOUN LOMBARDI at LAcka- 


wanna 4-5587 Tuesday, Thursday of 
Friday after 2 p.m. 











No. 1 Juggler? 
Sweating It Out Week June 22nd 
“OLYMPIA, MIAMI 


The Amazing 


MR. BALLANTINE 


No. 1 Magician? 


"Cool as a Cuke" 

















laudable, was overlong and repe- 
titious. A report on interview with | ¢#!! 
authoress Fmily Kimbrough made 
| good listening. Jaco. 
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CIRCLING THE KILOCYCLES 





elphia — Annette Oro- 
mor former assistant to Dolly 
Banks, has been named program 
director at WHAT. Miss Banks is | 
now associated with her brother, 
William A., in the management of 


WINX, in Washington, D. C 





Detroit — The world’s largest 
Trans-Lux sign, erected atop De- 
troit’s Maccabees building by 
WXYZ, will begin operating July t, 
it was announced by James C. Rid- 
dell, station manager. He also re- 
ported 12 sign advertising sponsors 
have been pacted. All contracts are 
for a year. 

Minneapolis — Van Bjornson, as- 
sociate editor of St. Paul Pioneer 
Press, will replace newscaster - 
analyst E. W. Ziebarth on tri-week- 
ly Studebaker news analysis on 
WCCO during Ziebarth’s absence 
on European trip. Bjornson is for- 
mer KSTP newscaster. 

Cleveland—Jack R. Schmunk, 
former sales manager of WEWS, 
now aceount executive of Ohio Ad- 
vertising agency .. . Stanley An- 
derson, radio editor for the Cleve- 
land Press, back in the hospital 
with touch of pleurisy. 








Boston—Jesse H. Buffum, WEE] 
Agricultural Director, is leaving 
on scientific junket to South Paci- 


fic, July 15. At the invitation of 
the University of Sydney, Aus- 
tralia, Buffum will go along on| 


expedition as official photographer. 
Recordings and films will be made | 
of living habits, ceremonies and 
chants of primitive Australian 
“Bushmen.” This is Buffum’s | 
second Pacific junket since the} 
war. | 


Boston—Sherm Feller, longtime 
emcee of WEEI’s “Club Midnight,” 
a disk jock show, will be replaced 
after July 2 with a local program 
of recordings and transcriptions in | 
the 11:30 to midnight slot, the sub- | 
sequent half Lour, formerly Feller’s | 
also, joining the CBS net. Feller | 
has been presiding over the hour | 
for nearly five years. 


Hartford — Paul W. Morency, | 








general manager of WTIC, has 
been named president of the Hart- 
ford Chamber of Commerce. 


Dallas—Howard H. Dunavan has 
been named to the post of general 
manager of the Lone Star Chain, a 
group of 16 regional outlets 
throughout the state. He has been 
sales manager for the past four 
years of WEBC, Duluth, and the 
Arrowhead Network. 


Dallas — A new WFAA program 
featuring outstanding personalities 
of the 1949 State Fair Casino Oper- 


NOT A STRAIGHT MAN 
IN AN 0 & J CARLOAD 


The Olsen & Johnson video 
show, which preemed last night 
(Tues.) under Buick sponsorship on 
NBC, is likely to be known as a 


show without a straight man. In 
addition to the comics, cast  in- 
cludes a quintet of midgets, 


bearded ladies, stooges from Aus- 
tralia and South Africa and a 
equally as important a worried 
mien on those responsible for the 
production. 

O&J's antics, produces feel, need 
split-second timing which in turn 
requires a tremendous amount of 
rehearsal time with cast, cameras 
and crew. However, because of 
$275 charge for rehearsal with full 
camera crew, practice has been 
limited to 10 hours. Even at that 
rehearsal time will cost around 
$4,000, one of the most expensive 
Mm television. Time and talent 


costs will total around $20,000 
weekly. 
It was originally intended to 


have a five-camera crew do the job, 
but because of already herculean 
costs, number has been cut to four. 
aximum amount on other shows 
three cameras. 

. Owever, O&J have been re- 
'eved of one worry. Now that the 
war's over, there’s a plentitude of 
Mee nition. During the late con- 
nad When the comics were the 
G ady occupants at the Winter 
os N. -Y., they used plenty of 
- mo, having laid away a good 
Upply before war was declared. 
fy subsequently, ran short and 
i ane at that time was that O&J 
ad to enlist the services of a| 


black-market Sir 
r Basil Zaharoff to 
et the stuff, 


is 





etta season was inaugurated Friday 
(24), First program of the new 
series, “Starlight Stars,” presented 


Charles R. Meeker, Jr., Managing 


Director of the Operettas: Lehman 
Engel, musical director, and Roger 
Gerry, stage director. 


Greenville, Tex. — Earl Fletcher 
has resigned here as manager of 
KGVL, to accept a_ position as 
manager of WEAR, Pensacola. in 
which he recently became a part 
owner. Leo Hackney will succeed 
Fletcher here 

Portland, Ore. — Jack Palmer. 
KEX continuity writer, leaves the 
Portiand Westinghouse station this 
week to resume graduate studies 
at the Univ. of Washintgon, depart- 
ment of speech. He has been chief 
continuity writer at KEX for the 
past two years. Replacing Palmer 
is Dick Nelson, formerly of KGW 

Houston—Bill Wells has been 
named program director of KCOH 
here replacing Dick Hetrick. 


Silver Springs, Arlington 
Get D. C. FM Permits 


Washington, June 28. 

Two suburbs of the U. S. Capital 
were given authorizations for met- 
ropolitan FM stations last week as 
the result of the Washington Post 
acquisition of majority control of 
WTOP from CBS. When the Post 
took over WTOP it also. trans- 
ferred WINX-FM to WTOP - FM. 
As a result, the web turned in its 
FM permit. The FCC was thus able 
fo grant two applicants, who had 
been in a contest for one available 
frequency, each a permit. 

The authorizations were franted 
to Montgomery FM Broadcasting 
Corp. (WHIP) in Silver Spring, 
Md.. and Northern Virginia Broad- 


casters, Inc. (WARL-FM) in Arling- 
ton, Va. Both companies had ap- 
plied for metropolitan in lieu of 


community facilities. 





Syracuse—A. G. Belle Isle, chief 
engineer of WSYR, has been ap- 
pointed a v.p. of Central New York 
Broadcasting CO. owners of 
WSYR and projected WSYR-TV 


Televisionless’ Television Gets 


The Hot Foot From FCC Solons 





NAT'L TV FILM COUNCIL 


DISTRIB FORUM IN N. Y. 


United Artists television § sales 
chief John Mitchell will head up 
the distribution forum meeting of 
the National Television Film Coun- 
cil tomorrow night (Thurs.) at the 
Hotel Roosevelt, N. Y Meet is 
one of three panel sessions sched- 
uled the day highlight the 
organization's first anni 

Tele station forum 
headed up earlier in 
Ed Evans, manager of the N. Y 
Daily News’ WPIX, and the film 
production session by Henry Mor- 
ley of Dynamic Films. Listed for 
discussion on Mitchell's panel are 


fol 10 


is to be 
the dav by 


the proposed tele film clearance 
bureau, which will be explained 
by William S. Roach 


Washington, June 28. 

Television without vision was 
tabooed last week by the FCC. 

Cracking down on stations which 
have been sending out aural pro- 
grams with test pattern, the Com- 
mission said such operation of the 
video sound channel ‘“‘would not be 
an economical use of radio frequen- 
cies and would not be in the public 
interest.”’ 

The agency's action, announced 
in an interpretation of its rule per- 
mitting separate use of the aural 
and visual transmitters for experi- 
mental or test purposes, is under- 
stcod to have resulted from com- 
plaints that some sound stations 
have been duplicating programs on 
their television outlets to guaran- 
tee advertisers maximum audience. 
The complaints were said to have 
come from AM and FM stations 
without TV affiliates. In clarify- 

(Continued on page 37) 
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standard “pop” tune. He, however, 
includes one western classic on 
each broadcast giving forth with 
his well known type of yodel which 
has become his local trademark, in 
this way pleasing all types of listen- 
ers. 

On the airing caught, Warren 
gave out with a variety of songs in 
fine style. He has a pleasing voice 
with nice range and quality and 
timber and compares very favor- 
able with several of the present 
network stars. With proper groom- 








ing and handling as he has been 
receiving in this series he should 
go far in his chosen field as a 


singe} 

Mel Winters at the piano and the 
WOAT staff band which he directs, 
lend good musical support to the 
songs by Warren and were also 
given an opportunity to display 
their talents on “Blue Room.” The 
combo is composed of Manuel Me- 
dellin, violin and trumpet, Marcus 
Morales, bass viol and Dick Ket- 
ner, guitar. 

Announcer for the airings is Bill 
McReynolds who keeps the show 
moving along nicely with his 
breezy informal style. Andy. 


YO OOSE POETS EH 


Followup 


+o eos . * +? 


Peoe 


Comment ; 


+o o44- 


Sa 


Dean Martin and Jerry Lewis, 
in moving in as a summer replace- 
ment for Bob Hope on the Tues- 
day NBC segment, have gone vir- 
tually completely into the _ situa- 
tion comedy format. While this 
type of show seems to be easier 
for the pair, there's still consider- 
able polishing to be done. 

Unfortunately, initial stanza in 
the new time slot was based on 
an unfortunate choice of situation. 
Any charm and cleverness that 
this turn might have had was dis- 
sipated by some inept writing. 

In the first place, Dean Martin 
was pitted against Tony Martin in 
what amounted to a singing con- 
test. It was surprising that either 
piper went for this type of show 
which virtually forced listeners to 


Continued from page 34 


Reviews 











make up their minds as to which 
singer is better. 

Story line also forced Martin 
and Lewis to work as individuals 
instead of a team. Lewis was al- 
most lost in the shuffle. 

If Martin and Lewis have failed 
to come up to expectations, it’s 
probably due to the fact that the 
team depends on _ sight values. 
Once their forthcoming picture 
“My Friend Irma” hits the film 
houses, it’s possible that their 
particular type of humor will be 
better appreciated because listen- 
can visualize them. That’s 
already happened to another sight 
comic Milton Berle, who used 
video as his visual medium. None- 
theless, a better radio format will 
be imperative if they’re to survive 
on AM. 


ers 
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| Radio Writers 


——as Continued from page 25 








to the employer groups for ratifi- 


cation. The RWG National Coun- 
cil has approved the document, 
which is now up for ratification 


by the union’s membership. The 
New York local voted last night 
(Tues.) and, although results were 
not available at press time, indica- 
tions were that the agreement 
would be accepted. 

Under terms of the pact the 
RWG will certify with the Nation- 
al Labor Relations Board accord- 
ing to the Taft-Hartley Act, if em- 
ployers’ committee secures the ad- 
herence of all agencies, sponsors 
and packagers, including five agen- 
which have been holdouts. 
agreement will become effec- 
tive retroactively to Nov. 4, 1948, 
as soon as the certification and 
election procedures are completed. 


cies 
The 


The agreement, which covers 
freelance scripters, gives the 
writers interest in the material 


owned either by the employer or 
by the writer. It provides for ar- 
bitration of disputes and_ estab- 
lishes a joint adjustment board 












































**Now will you open this jar of olives for me?”’ 





consisting of three members ap- 
pointed by the union and three 
named by the employer. It also 
sets up a scale of minimum fees 
similar to that in the network 
agreement. 

The pact, which will run through 
May 15, 1954, can be reopened by 
either party for adjustment of 
minimum fees as of Nov. 16, 1949, 
‘51 or °53. Among the companies 
represented by the employers’ com- 
mittee are Lever Bros.’ Procter & 
Gamble and General Mills. 


ed 





r 





NBC’s Elusive 


|___ (ontinued from page 23 =—— 


tion.” But after the first flush, of 
promotion activity, it'll be a prod- 


uct vs. product battle, and no one’s | 


making any bones that CBS is in 
the driver’s seat. 

If the affiliate boys tend to show 
some alarm, it's because NBC has 
thus far failed to encompass in its 
operational pattern the creative 








Aveo 





programming phase of activity 
promised by Trammell at the Chi 
Ken Dyke has exited as 
administrative programming vee- 
pee and the current No. 1 man, 


powwow. 








'____ Continued from page 25 


cutoff 
nine 


pointed out that even the 
gimmick could go six or 
months or longer. 

“The Bar Association,” it 
declared, “does not believe 


was 
that 


the proposed procedure would ac- | 
complish the objectives of (1) ex-| 


pediting the consideration § of 
broadcast cases, and (2) providing 
a workable system whereby the 
engineering aspects of broadcast 
applications could conveniently be 
studied by the Commission’s staff. 


The Bar Association recommend- | 


ed a much simpler 20-day cutoff 
The advertising requirement was 

designed to call public attention 

to proposals for new facilities, 


transfers, license renewals and 
changes in existing facilities. 
“The Bar Association,” said the 


brief in part, “feels that the adver- 
tising requirement constitutes an 
invitation to the curious, the en- 
vious and the meddlesome, creat- 
ing unnecessary burdens on the 
proper activities of the applicant. 
To anyone having a serious and 
substantial interest in an applica- 
cation, full opportunity is afforded 
to secure 
it at the Commission's offices.” It 














was further argued that 

with bona fide interest hearing 
about these deals via the trade 
press. 

| 

| Cantor 

am Continued from page 23 











musical accomp and_ supporting 
cast budget. As for the Eversharp 
program, if Cantor gets away from 
the emcee format such as Phil 
Baker long unfolded, and latterly 
Moore, that’s all right, too, with 
Milton H. Biow, who -figures that 
the two-ply change—emcee and 
format—will work for the better- 
ment of the program. 


The “Eddie Cantor Mail Bag” 
will not bean amateur talent show. 
From his multiple letters there are 
many human interest sagas—such 
as the convict who paid his debt to 
society, as well as the wouldbe 
singing stars, comics and other 
hopefuls. These are the things 
Cantor would bring to the niike. 

The video show is something else 
again. That, Cantor avérs, he 
wants to do more than a year 
hence—and in pretentious form. 
They would be condensed versions 
of the “Follies,” “Midnight Round- 
ers,”’ or facsimiles thereof—Broad- 
way revues in TV style. 





: Houston — Bud Whaley 
joined announcing staff 
KPRC. 


has 
here at 
He was formerly chief an- 


“ nouncer of KMAC, San Antonio. 
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information “concerning | 


persons | 


Tom McCray, has garnered increas- 
ing industry respect, but there's 
an awareness that NBC todate has 


NBC’s Summer Bid 


NBC’s major bid to get off 
the program hook will get a 
summertime whirl, rather than 
wait until the fall. 

Next Sunday (3) the web 
preems “Four-Star Playhouse” 
in the 8-8:30 p.m. segment. 
That’s the permanent stock 
company show with Rosalind 
Russell, Loretta Young, Fred 
MacMurray and Robert Cum- 


mings alternating in adapta- 
tions of Cosmopolitan mag 
stories. 


Faye Emerson's “My Silent 
Partner” series goes into the 
Thursday night at 8 slot; The 
new Don Quinn _ situation 
comedy ‘Halls of Ivy” about a 
college prof who marries a 
show gal, starring Edna Best, 
goes into Thursday night 9:30 
Sealtest time, while “A Tree 
Grows in Brooklyn” preems in 
the 8:30 Friday night niche 
exited Dy Jimmy Durante. 

As for the hour-long ‘Hol- 
lywood Calling” giveaway 
preeming next week, it’s NBC 
opinion that it will “set a new 
entertainment standard.” 








yet to penetrate deep into the 
creative end of programming. 

Deplored, too, is the fact that the 
network, on the TV side, appears 
to be duplicating the same errors 
it made in radio, for an NBC house- 
built-and-developed video show re- 
mains an elusive item in any ex- 
amination of the top-rated TV 
fare. 

When, eight months ago, ‘“‘Paley’s 
Comet” first shot across the kilo- 
cycle horizons, it was recognized 
as something of a flare signal. The 
healthy overtones stemmed not 
‘from the fact that the CBS board 
chairman was in a position to grab 
'off radio’s top talent, but that it 
could serve as a stimulus for 
Trammell & Co. to embark on that 
still elusive NBC creative spree. 
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constituents back home who might 
see and hear them. Thus the busi- 
ness of Congress would never get 
finished. 

_ Another objection was that, if 
| the sessions were all televised, the 
members would feel that they 
would have to be in their seats at 
all times, less the voters wonder 
if they were soldiering on the job. 
Actually, most of the business of 
Congress is done in committees. 
These are frequently in session 


/even when the House and Senate 
/as a whole are meeting. 


Hence, 
members would be neglecting their 
committee work to look pretty for 
the television cameras. | 

So it is agreed that sessions will 
be broadcast and televised as in 
the past—only on very special oc- | 
casions 





Quiz on a Beach Binge 


New Haven, June 28. 

WAVZ has lined up a somewhat 
different quiz show layout, “The 
Shoreline Coffee Quiz,” in that 
sponsors are spread out among 
three nearby shoreline towns 
(Guilford, Madison, Clinton) and 
programs are done on a revolving 


basis in those towns. f 


Running Monday thru Friday, | 
shows have a double-barreled effect 
by recording the audience partici- | 
pation angle in the various spots 
in the morning (9:30-10), then play- 
ing the program back the same day | 
at 1:30-2. Comeon is “attend the 
program in the morning, then 
listen to yourself in the afternoon.” 

As of the beginning of its 13- 
week stretch, quiz had lined up 15 
sponsors. 

Dick Carlson handles the quiz- 
master stint, 


Set Songpluggers For 
New Jane Pickens Show 
To Build Tyro Cleffers 


Number of top-name guest Stars, 
as well as actual songpluggers, are 
to introduce the new songs that 
will compete for prizes in the give. 
away twist on NBC’s “Jane Pick. 
ens Show,” scheduled for launch. 
ing Monday (4) in the 9:30 to 10 
slot. 

One song from four tyro com. 
posers is to be presented each 
week. Slated as pluggers for the 
preem are Joe Daley, an authentie 
tune salesman; Abe Tuvin, exee 
secretary of the American Zionist 
Council; Jean Barrett, an NBC see. 
retary, and Mare Blitzstein, wk. 
composer. Each cleffer whose song 
is used on the show gets a $25 
bond, with the winner getting $50. 
Each week’s winner is to repeat 
the following week, with the final 
winner of the season grabbing off 
a $1,000 bond, a Victor recording 
contract with Miss Pickens and a 
| publishing contract with $250 ad- 
| vance royalty. 

Show’s permanent cast, in addi- 
| tion to Miss Pickens, includes sing- 
er Bob Houston, the Jack Allison 
octet and the Norman Cloutier 
orch. 


| Metro 


—— Continued from page 24 —— 














dare,” half-hour series in which 
Lew Ayres is slated for the title 
|role; and “Judge Hardy’s Family,” 
| bringing to radio for the first time 
| the Andy Hardy stories, with Lewis 
| Stone penciled in for top billing. 


To process the disks WMGM 
| studios have been equipped with 
|} Ampex tape recorders and the 


| MGM Records plant at Bloomfield, 
N. J., has installed new presses. 
Raymond Katz, WMGM program 
topper, is handling all production 
of MGM Radio Attractions. Les 

| Peterson, Metro radio director, is 
administrative head on the Coast 
for the project. Production of the 
“Hollywood, U. S. A.”’, Barrymore 
and “Good News” programs is un- 
der Miss Stone’s direction. WMGM 
general manager Frank Rovoehren- 
beck is supervising the mce~’:onical 

| reproduction work. 


JUDY CANOVA 


AMERICA’S NO. 1 
COMEDIENNE 
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Made from your negative or photo” 
Unsurpassed in quality at any price 


NO NEGATIVE CHARGE-NO EXTRAS 
24-HOUR SERVICE ON REQUEST 
y 8x10's: $7.99 per 100; $55 per 1000 
Fan Mail Photos (5 x7") $36 per 1000 - Postcards $23 per 1000 
Mounted Enlargements (30x40): $3.85 
(No Negative Charge on 2 or more) 
Made by J. J. Kriegsmann, The Man Whos 


























Photographs Grace Billboard's Covers 
Lk opr de 16 ath st. Aa 
es aS 
. Fhotogra AT New York 19, N.Y. og 
| "WE DELIVER WHAT WE ADVERTIS 
FOR SALE 
Attractive Small Estate. About 9 


acres, Long Island South Shore, 1 hr. 
commuting. Modern house, oil burner, 
4 bedrooms—3 baths—also 2-car gar~ 
age—small paddock. Low upkeep. In- 
quire C. L. Walker (broker), 52 Wall 
St., N. W. C.—HA, 2-6377. 
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Kaycee Stations on An 
Audience Participation 
Binge; WHB’s ‘Club 710’ 


Kansas City, June 28. 

Audience participation shows 
gaining momentum locally, as 
fourth session of this type went 
on the air here this week. WHB 
began its “Club 710,” a two-hour 
afternoon _ stanza, after three 
months of preparation. Show 
wraps up popular music, Station's 
yany announcers, Frank Wizairde 
and Lou Kemper, and series of 
telephone and giveaway gimmicks 
which have been tested recently in 
Baltimore, Indianapolis and San 
Diego. John Blair Co. has been 
a consultant on the show. “Club 
710” aims principally at Participa- 
tion by listeners, as nearly every 
giveaway is connected with a tele- 
phone call, and only Participants 
are in the studio. It’s a Particj- 
pating deal for sponsors. 

Recently WHB inaugurated 
“Luncheon on the Plaza.” half-hour 
morning show on location with a 
large audience in the Plaza Cafe- 
teria. Show has been drawing 
about 2,000 persons per eek for 


the 10:30 a. m. period, and now 
goes into its third 13-week ses- 
sion. KCKN recently followed 


WHB’s lead to set up “Breakfast 
Snack with Buddy Black.” an 8:30 
a.m. audience and Sponsor partici- 
pationer on location in Roselli’s 
Restaurant in the downtown sector 
“Snack with Black” soon winds its 
first 13 weeks and is due for a sec- 
ond series, 

Veteran audience Participation 
show is KMBC’s “Rhyme a Line 
Time,” some of the materia] for 
which is contributed by listeners. 
although no outsiders actually ap- 
pear on the show. 


Televisionless 
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ing its Policy, Commission felt such 
duplication Save the AM-TYV hook 
UPS an unfair advantage. 

A Commission Official] told 
VARIETY the ruling would probably 
result in some Stations increasing 
their visua] program Schedules. In 

St, he explained. Stations 
tended : pro- 
grams, usually music with tes{ pat- 


tern, in daytime hours to enable 
dealers to demonstrate sets. In 
new television areas, where the 


Public has not yet seen Video, it 
'S_ considered likely that Stations 
taking the air will Program vist- 
ally, Probably with film, to stimu- 
ate receiver Sales. 

Lommission ruling, it was Said, 
Will put an end to “dinner music” 
Stations have 
been broadcasting as fill-ins be- 
tween video shows and as Starters 
to the evening schedule. 


a Practice of various Stations be- 
ore Signing off for the night, will] 
The newscaster. it was 
have to be shown 
* Moving material 
be tied i, oY". The aural “must 
€ tied in with Visual,” it was point- 


Use of Slides and still pictures to 





‘company the sound broadeast. 
tHtog mission ruled. Will b> per 

taal Only “when the visual 
esmissions have a Subs antial 

relationship to the aural transmis. 

Sions, 

—_,. 

ee en 





‘A disarmingly entertaining 
well worth your ear.” 


—Post, 
Houston, Texas. 
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C On. thru Fri, [be fg 
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Written and Directed by 
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overestimates the ratio of Ty 
homes to AM homes because Phone 
higher income 
Subscription 
has become universal.” Hooper de- 
Clared. “Only in Cities like N. Y. is 
a Sizable segment of the Public jn- 
accessible to the telephone inter- 
viewer—the 4partment dweller y ho 
IS Served by a Switchboard and the 
tenement dweller who uSe€S a pay 
Station. The circ umstances are 
such as to lop off 4Pproximately the 
correct Proportion at each 
nomic and Social leyve] ” 
Even in Ney York, 
of the citizens can be 
phone, the “TOSS-section forms an 
aMazingly close breakdown of the 
Population.” Hooper Said. He added 
that no other method wil] 
better Cross-section. 
According 
twice as 


eco- 


Where 55°¢; 
checked by 


Blve a 


to Hooper more than 


many sets are In use in 
r'V homes as in radio-on|\ homes 
during evening hours. and more 


than twice as Many people are look- 
ing at the average teleset as are 
listening to radio. From January 
to May, TV's Share of total] broad- 
Cast audience Erew from 9 43°° to 
14.55%, Hooper reported, while 
AM’s share dropped in the same 
Period from 90 97° to 85 45%. 


Probably because of the 


. poor 
quality of line Prints, City-by-city 
breakdown of the ratings reveals 


eastern-originated shows fetting a 
smaller share of the Ty audience 
in Los Angeles. In May the Texaco 
show, for example, got 95 7°o of 
the available sets in N. Y. and only 
76.3° in Li of. @ hile “Talen 
Scouts” Pulled 64.40; in N. Y 
against 27.1 6; md. A. 
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Directors was filed under AVCO by the 
at their Convention session Meredith Engineering Co.. Des 
at Myrtle Beach, Seibels succeeds Moines, a Subsidiary of Meredith 


Jack Knel] of WBT 
Other Officers elected were: First 
vice-president, F. O. Carver. Jr., of 
Ss. W Inston-Salem: Second vice- 
President. Ed 
Spart 


WSJS 


Ville 
Ing 


Mitchel] of 
S . 


( 


Charleston S. 


| Carolinas Radio News 


Directors Elect Seibels 
Greensboro. N. C., June 28. 
Gren Seibels of WIS. Columbia. 
» Was elected president of the 
Carolinas 
Assn. 


anburg, s ( 
Marjorie Joran of WFNC 


RIE 
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ven ‘BS . fj id|/in i 
Radio Main nber to CBS. A Competing bid | in j 


Publishing Co. (Better Homes & 
Garden). Since there was a ques- 
tion as to Whether the permit 
might be revoked, no action has 
been taken on the transfer., 


» Charlotte. 
allo 


Visi 
Bos 
the 
company § hay 


McGrath of WSPA. 
.! and Secretary, 
Favette- 


Immediate], upon the examiner's 
decision the Meredith 





bids we 
that he 
transfer case. 

The CBS bid for 
wed to stand over 
tf Boston Metropolitan Tele- 


tion o 
i a rival applicant 
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ts repeal order that no AVCO 


on Co., 
ton contest, 


web should not be 


re on file. [ft 
arings will be held on the 


is expected 


WRTB was 
the opposi- 


in the 
contended 
allowed to 


which 


e€ both an application for a new 


Direc S-at-large are rn iled : 
rene era a large are retir filed a petition asking that its com- Station and one for 
Siden Jac K Knell, Nick petitive bid be exempt from the permit pending 
W FBC Greenville recent order of the Commission re- evel 
4nd Bob lruer of WCSC, pealing the AVCO rule. The agen freeze prevents 


Purchase of a 
The protest. how- 


Was denied on the ground the 


the Commission 
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than be identified aS minimum 
scale acts. 
AGVA’s contention jin forcing 


the higher rate is that an act play- 
ing TV works to a considerably 
greater audience than ¢an be 
Zathered in any one hall. There- 
fore that Particular turn. loses its 
freshness to many more People and 
employment Opportunities 
On subsequent shows. 

Among those viewed on the show 
Which was Produced and directed 
by Vie McLeod were Harry Hersh- 
field, Sarah Vaughan. Village Four, 
Small. Joe Howard. ‘ 

Bella Smaro., Rave and 
Naldi, Adams, Plant & Canzoneri. 
Esv Morales Band, Harvey Stone, 
Art Stanley Orch and Ham Fisher. 
Jim Jordan, Jr. son of radio's 
Fibber McGee & Molly, assisted 
McLeod. 

AG VA’s Stepping in on the 
Mirror show also indicates a 
sterner attitude regarding gratis 
appearances on the various Hearst 
promotions throughout the year. 
The Mirror and the N. Y. Journal- 
American use talent at the annual 
“IT Am An American Day” exer- 
cises on the Central Park Mall, 


N. Y. AGVA is currently engaged 
in a Campaign to eliminate all 
benefit showings, and the Hearst 


activities may fall under that ban. 
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sun on the rival CBS web by 
launching two kine shows from the 
Coast Sunday night (3), they will 
both be Sustainers, “Detective.” 
as a bankrolled show, is thus con- 
sidered to have more significance 
for the trade. Decision of Benton 


& Bowles, ad agency for White- 
hall, to buy the show Was report- 
edly based on test runs of kine 


prints which utilize a new develop- 
ment in raw stock. worked out 
Jointly by DuMont Labs and East- 
man Kodak. 


In addition. Admiral and 
Old Golds, co-sponsors of ABC- 
TV's “Stop the Music,” are toying 


with the idea of getting additional! 
outlets for the program via kine 
prints. Chief obstacle for “Musie,”’ 
of course, is whether viewers will 
80. for a quiz show on which they 
have no chance to tie in for prizes. 
Show is to be tested soon on KGO- 
TV. San Francisco. 

While sponsors have ‘accepted 
transcribed shows for Coast sta- 
tions until now because they had 
no other alternative. their interest 
in buving such programs to compete 
directly with live shows in the 
east and midwest indicates the 


‘kine era has arrived. 
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| Disk Jockey Reviews 


BARRY GRAY SHOW 
Producer: ee er 
180 Mins., Mon. : 
Participating ; 
W MIE, Miamt | | ¥ 
Barry Gray is an established god 
r 9 ar "y : = es ce ug sl 
; al fioure in this area ve ce og” 
sn f: ra He’s done a switc | Riv 
pasi’s ed Boy” rep with which he cé 
“Pecks be ; 


: ; ia 
from New York City’s WOR, becoming 
here from i 


- ow the 
tharacter, with 
Pr ee -oversial chara ‘miner 
a strictly controve c phoner -inners 


to 


” x rer : 
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, And he me yhone 
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approach 
ere labelled a 
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I a. 
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con neta dR played cin ia the 
rece and interviews. rsonal reactl 
per ich arguments and pers rg er 
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are ma 


; . . Ion M . ory. 
audience in this area’s histor) 


a7 J bd 
There are plenty idenced in 


but that they do listen is ev 


; andles at 
Sr = + night he han 
6 a] ercials per 5 : urelec: is 
some 20 comm in Florida radio cir¢ les; ph 
est rate 1 all out for a 


high dee 
os fact that when he goes 


ar rerwhelming. 
“cause” the returns are ove! 


- when he raised 
Illustrative is last summer, W her 


‘0 srae Via his 
a considerable sum M Israe , ‘tes ss 
ra ; c ass u ) 1c pa « ae 


disk- 


> ceac he es- 

; ‘ee-hour sesh 
the three ceil. diaaeintl 
For in ‘e are, on the average, some 
tac abbing, 
stuff 


who dislike what he says, 
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air 
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pro- 
work 


fa hl »r tO his res- 
in local fund raisings. The en gay her are 
mie recent weeks was when ‘lection on 
luge id te in a hectic councilman € 
candidate 


his progr 
an aspirant anc 
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i an incumbent labe 
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Peggy Lee “You Can Have Him”- 
“At the Cafe Rendezvous’’ (Capi- 
tol). First song from ‘Miss Lib- 
erty,” second from “It’s a Great 
Feeling” film. Both fair. Miss Lee 
does the Irving Berlin tune differ- 
ently—with a light rhythm beat set 
down by Dave Barbour. Her rendi- 
tion is uninspiring. Flipover does 
nothing, either. 

Evelyn Knight “Be Goody Good 
Good to Me”-“Don’t Ever Marry for 
Money” (Decca). Miss Knight could 
have a click in the “Goody” side 
It’s a rhythm semi-novelty styled to 
her style. Four Hits and Miss and 
Sonny Burke help her put it over. 
“Marry” is cute, too, an upbeat 
item that has an equal chance. It's 
a bright side. 

Frankie Carle “Love Is a Beau- 
tiful Thing’-‘‘Rue De Romance” 
(Columbia). “Love” is a startling 
side from Carle since it’s the first 
attempt by him at a corn-styled 
waltz. Cut with full chorusing by 
the band, studded lightly by his 
piano, the face is a definite possi- 
bility. It sells. Reverse uses band 
chorusing and Marjorie Hughes on 
a ballad (Carle is co-writer) that 
sounds good and could do some- 
thing on its own. It doesn’t strike 
hard at first spin, but who can tell? 
There’s plenty of Carle piano. 

Patti Page “Just One Way to Say 
I Love You’’-“T’ll Keep the Love 
Light Burning” (Mercury). One of 
Merc’s entries in the Miss Liberty” 
stakes, Miss Page’s disking of the 
ballad is nicely done, but it’s no 
match for some rival cuts. Mitch 
Miller keeps the beat. Singer com- 
bines with Benny Benjamin and 
George Weiss, writers of the “Love 
Light” melody, to turn a flipover 
ballad that’s curiously attractive. 
Tune is okay and their interpreta- 
tion enhances its chances. 

Al Jolson ‘‘Some Enchanted Fve- 
ning’-“It All Depends on You” 
(Decca). Decea’s cutting of “Eve- 
ning” with Jolson is an unusual 
move. The vocalgenarion does 
saleable job on it; his performance 
may not be completely accurate, 
but it’s loaded with the charm and 
heart that he brings to any tune 
and is an extremely spinnable disk. 
His work on the backing, a stand- 
ard by DeSylva-Brown-Henderson, 
is strong. It affords Jolson’s talents 
full expression and he pours it 
down the middle. Morris Stoloff 
backs it; Victor Young  batoned 
the “Pacific” side. 

Tex Beneke orch “Lavender Cof- 
fin’’-‘‘Kiss and a Rose” (Victor). 
These sides mark the closest vet 
that Beneke has come to the old 
Glenn Miller style, perhaps the. 
strongest b.o. lure ever developed 
by a pop band. “Lavender Coffin,” 
a race tune shunted into the pop 
division, is sparked by a goodly 
amount of the rhythm ideas Miller 
once used; it’s a worthwhile item. 
Beneke vocals. “Kiss,” a ballad, 
completely captures Miller’s clari- | 

net-lead idea. Musically and tune- 
wise, the side is swell. But Glenn | 
Douglas’ vocal doesn’t help. 

Frankie Yankovie “St. Bernard 
Waltz’-‘‘Bye Bye, My Baby” (Co- 
lumbia). Yankovic doesn’t do much 
in the east, but in the midwest, etc., 
he's hot stuff. His “St. Bernard’ 
side will be a pushover. An import, 
the tune is solid and it’s smartly 
performed by Yankovic’s outfit and 
vocalists. “Baby” is a fast polka 
that contains a great deal of appeal 
of its own. 

Mindy Carson “One More Time’”- 
“Twelve O'Clock and All’s Well” 
(Victor). Victor finally has picked | 
a gal singer with real possibilities. 
Mindy Carson’s warm style, clean 
diction and on-the-nose pitching 
can't help but hit eventually. On 
this, her first disk, she gets a lot 
out of “One More Time,” a ballad, 
aided by a choral group. It could 
do things. Reverse is along for the 
ride. 

Jack Carson “That Was a Big 
Fat Lie”’-“Give Me a Song With a 
Beautiful Melody” (Capitol). Jocks 
can get a lot of mileage out of 
Carson's “Lie.”” The tune is an ex- 
cellent novelty as Carson cuts it 
and it’s worth anybody's turntable 
time. It’s from the film, “It’s a 
Great Feeling.” So is the reverse. 
with which nothing happens. Frank 
De Vol's band really cuts on these, 
incidentally. 

Doris Day “At the Cafe Rendez- 
vous’’-“It’s a Great Feeling” (Co- 
Jumbia). Both tunes from film, “It’s 
a Great Feeling.” Forget the first 
side, on which Miss Day does a 
French-accented vocal that’s heav- 
ily overdone. Reverse, a rhythm 
tune, is cut as brightly as anything 
she’s done. Tune sells nicely and 
the backing the singer gets, by 

John Rarig, is as responsible as she 
is for the impression the disk 
makes. 

Buddy Johnson “Did You See 
Jackie Robinson Hit That Ball’-, 


Jocks, Jukes and Disks 


By BERNIE WOODS 








“Down Yonder” (Decca). 
good ~~ areas, 
jocks. Lauding’ the 
Dodgers star and other Negro ball | 
players, the side jumps solidly and | 
sells itself. Reverse is fair. 


Platter Pointers 


Guy Lombardo cut a swell ver- 
sion of his stage standby, 
and Johnny,’ with Kenny Gardner 
vovalling (Decea) . . . Columbia re- 
issued two Duke Ellington sides, 
one of which, “Take Love Easy,” is 


as modern as anything in the same | 


Freddie Fisher’s 
band cut a listen- 
“Dixie Lament” 
(King) ... Add “We'll Still Be 
Honeymooning” (Decca), by Larry 
Fotine, to the corn tunes with pos- 


vein today . 
Schnickelfritz 
able item in 


sibilities . Along with Jan 
Garber’s “Farewell Waltz” (Capi- 
tol) . . . Hoagy Carmichael’s 


“Georgia On My Mind” (Decca) 
rivals Frankie Laine’s (Mercury); 
Carmichael’s is well-backed with 
“Memphis in June” Erskine 
Hawkins’ new version of “Rose 
Room” jumps solidly (Victor)... 
Both of Louis Jordan’s new sides 
(Coral), “Beans and Corn Bread’- 
“Chicky-Mo Craney Crow,” are 
worthwhile, 
former... Pee Wee Hunt’s “Char- 
leston” forms a dixieland piece 
that can reap attention . . . Both 
Bob Eberly’s “What Do I Have to 
Do” and ‘What Have You Got in 
Those Eyes’ (Coral) are worthy 
workouts of good songs ... Decca 
reissued on Brunswick Louis Arm- 
strong’s ‘You Are My Lucky Star’’- 
“I’m in the Mood for Love”: Jack 
Teagarden, “Blues Have Got Me”- 
“Blue River” and “Nobody Knows 
the Trouble I’ve Seen’-‘‘Lonely 
Blues” and “St. James Infirmary”- 
“Black and Blues”; Mildred Bailey, 
“Lover Come Back to Me’’-“It’s So 
Peaceful in the Country.” 

Standout western, race, jazz, 
polka, hillbilly, ete.: Dinah Wash- 
ington, “Baby Get Lost” - “Long 
John Blues’ (Mercury); George 
Morgan, “Room Full of Roses” 
(Columbia); Red Perkins, “Aggra- 
vatin’ Lou from Louisville” (King): 
Roy Brown, “Please Don’t Go” 
(Deluxe); Studs Henderson, ‘‘Louse 
in the Henhouse” (Capitol); Willie 
Bumchic, ‘We're Gonna Have Some 
Fun Tonight” ssesnlnchi 


..“ARIETZ...1 Best Sellers on Coin-Machines 


1. RIDERS IN THE SKY (10) (Morris)........... ccc occcees 


*“Robin- | 
son” side is a juke natural in a/| 
and solid for | 
Brooklyn | 


Frankie | 


with the accent on the | 


' Best British Sheet Sellers 


(Week ending June 18) 
London, June 22. 


Lavender Blue...........Sun 
Wedding Lilli Marlene B&C 
| Red Roses, Blue Lady. Wright 


12th Street Rag....Chappell 
Candy Kisses ....... Chappell 
| Put Shoes on, Lucy...... Gay 
Faraway Places........ Leeds 
“A” You*re Adorable Connelly 
Strawberry Moon........ Yale 
| Buy Killarney.....P. Maurice 
Forever and Ever F.D.&H. 
Powder Your Face Chappell 


Second 12 


Cuckoo Waltz Keith P 
In a Shady Nook Keith P 
It’s Magic Connelly 


Clancy Lowered Boom. . Leeds 
I'll Always Love You Clover 
Behind the Clouds. .Feldman 
Put ’em in a Box Connelly 
pS eee ee ee eae F.D.H. 
On the 5:45 Strauss 
Clopin Clopant Imperial 
Brush Those Tears Leeds 
Angelus Ringing Southern 


(Copyright, Variety, 





Cavalcade started publication serially. 
clipped and filed for future reference. 

Attention is hereby called to the fact that this material is copyrighted and may not 
be reproduced either wholly or in part. 


Compiled for 
By JULIUS MATTFELD 


inc. 

Legends and other basie background information, attendant to the compilation 
and presentation, appeared in the Oct. 6, 1948, issue when the Variety Song 
lt is suggested that these installments be 
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| 1916—Continued 


| 
| Up Your Pipe. w., 


Put on Your Slippers and Fill 
Ed. P. Moran 


iand Will A. Heelan. m., Albert 
Von ‘Tilzer. Broadway Music 
Corp., cop. 1916. 

Rackety Coo! (Katinka). wW., 


Otto Hauerbach. m 
G. Schirmer, Inc., cop. 1916 
Robbers’ March (Chu 
| Chow). m., Frederic Norton. 
don: Keith, 
cop. 1916. 








RCA Counts Sheep 
But Stops at 45 


RCA-Victor’s promotional div 


up situations into which the com- 
pany’s new 45 rpm disk players 
can be spotted for best publicit 


results. 


ature players jacked into p.a. sys-, 
tems of planes in flight—one the } Quaker Town. 
Pan-Ameri- 
President, and Co., cop. 
Con- 
stellation trip between N. Y. and | Hawaii. 


New York to London, 
can Stratocruiser, 
the other Eastern Airlines’ 


Atlanta. 
In addition to last week’s RC 


sets in 310 new apartments of 


New Jersey housing project, Victor 
has dug out dozens of other odd 
uses to which the small sets can be t¢ Hide Away. w.. 
put. Including the travelling sales- and Joe Young. m., 
man who had one installed in the 
glove compartment of his car and der Co., cop. 
hooked into the dash board radio; 


the dealer in the south who had 


number of sets sprayed with white 
paint and sold them to women as, and James 


kitchen music dispeners. 


2. SOME ENCHANTED EVENING (5) (Williamson)..... oocebes 


3. AGAIN (15) (Robbins)..... 


4. BABY IT’S COLD OUTSIDE (6) (Melrose)............. 


5. I DON’T SEE ME (6) (Laurel)............. coedecoscevces 


6. FOREVER AND EVER (10) (Robbins) ..................05. 


7. “A” YOU'RE ADORABLE 


8. WONDERFUL GUY (2) (Williamson)................ reer 


9. BALI HAT () (Wikliameen).......cccccccrces Terere rer ee 


10. CARELESS HANDS (8) (Melrose)...... 0.8.6'9:0 8. 0.e0.0Rwer 


HUCKLEBUCK (United) ...... 


CANDY KISSES (Hill & Range) ...... 
MERRY GO ROUND WALTZ (Shapiro-B)..............cccce0. 
KISS ME SWEET (Advanced)...... 
HOW IT LIES (Morris) ...... es 


LOVE ME, LOVE ME, LOVE ME (Miller) 


NEED YOU (Choice) 


RED ROSES FOR BLUE LADY (18) (Mills) 


SO iN LOVE (9) (T. B. Harms) 


COMME CI COMME CA (Leeds) ........ 
FOUR WINDS, SEVEN SEAS (Lombardo) 


ROOM FULL OF ROSES (Hill & Range) 


Latest deals have the mini- 


A 
| shouting about the installation of 


Edgar 
Kalmar, 


ing Home Again. w., 
m., Archie Gottler. 
& Abrahams 
‘cop. 1916. 
Roses of Picardy. 
E. Weatherly. m., 


1916. 


w., Ballard MacDonald. m., 


'-' Carroll. 


w., Joe McCarthy. m.. 
gan. Leo Feist, Inc., cop. 1916 
There’s a Little Bit of Bad 
y Every Good Little Girl. w., 
Clarke. m., 
Feist, Inc., cop. 1916. 
There’s a Quaker Down 
w., David Berg. 
Alfred Solman. 
1916. 
They’re Wearing 


isey K. Mohr. Shapiro, 
& Co., cop. 1916. 


Give Me Yesterday. w., J. 
Brennan. m., Ernest R. Ball. 
Witmark & Sons, cop. 1916. 
Way Down in Iowa 
Sam M. 
George 


a 


Meyer. 
1916. 


a| Those Eyes at Me For? w., 
Joe McCarthy, Howard 
we Monaco. 

‘ Inc., C., COP. 1916. 





{Vaughn Monroe.... Victor 
* (Burt ves: 2.46% weeess Columbia 
{Perry Como. ...ecoess:-: Victor 
) Frank Sinatra.........Columbia 
{Gordon Jenkins..... Decca 
at ea age ee cenecceoses Fie EMMONE... .vcaees SCTeUry 
{ Whiting-Mercer .........Capito® 
** ) Shore-Clark ..........Columbia 
§ Gordon Jenkins..........Decca 
*’ Perry Como..... eeeesces VeCeOr 
| Perry COMO: «i ccecvedees VOT 
CRUSE DOTOR i asiv0eiac ee 0% Decca 
Perry COMO: «6.6 6sssess csc ROOM 
mi? 2 
TP AR. + serswersncves se **’ Tony Pastor....... ... Columbia 
{ Margaret Whiting...... Capitol 
UPTOn WOITER. 6... 3606665. Victor 
CTTY COMO vscacwseeees Victor 
(Bing Crosoy ..4006% ca Decca 
§ Sammy Kaye............Victor 
*°* CEES TOPE o++0e000eess. Copel 
1 
Second Group 
{ Guy Lombardo.... Decca 


ererer eee ee ee eee eereeseeoeeereeeeeees 


eee eer eee eeees ee eeeeeeeereeenee 


eee eer ere eee eeeeeae 


see eee eee eee wee eee ee 


eer eee ee eee eeeeeeeseee 


, | Doris BR ats: Soc aderaat 


** Johnny Mercer....... 


Columbia 
{ Frank Sinatra ........Columbia 
| Tommy Dorsey ....... Victor 
{Eddy Howard..........Mercury 
... Capitol 


§Guy Lombardo......... Decca 
"CATE MOOney... .ccsecci M-G-M 
{ Kitty Kallen Pe a Mercury 

*") Sammy Kaye..... (eV S Victor 


to BS See Decca 
lKay Starr... Capitol 
{Eddy Howard..........Mercury 
(Sammy Kaye............Victor 

Stafford-MacRae ........Capitol 


§ Vaughn Monroe .........Victor 
(Guy Lombardo...........Decca 


§ Bing Crosby. Decca 


ee eeeene 


***( Dinah Shore..........Columbia 


§Tony Martin.............Victor 
| Dick Haymes.............Decca 
{Sammy Kaye............ Victor 
(Guy Lombardo.......... Decca 
\ Sammy PEMYE . cc cosccece. Vitter 
*“**( Dick Haymes..... bate ees Decca 


[Figures tn parentheses indicate number of weeks song has been in the Top 10.) 
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; 

3 

PB: EVERYWHERE YOU GO (Lombardo) ............. ecccvecccece 
P: 

: 

+ 

; 

: 

i. 


Week of June 25 3 


0999666664464 664 


_ Rudolf Frim!l 
Chin 


Lon- 
Prowse & Co., Ltd., 


Rolling Stones—All Come Roll- 
Leslie. 
Puck 
Consolidated, Inc., 


v., Frederick 
Haydn Wood. 
London: Chappell & Co., Ltd., cop. 


She Is the Sunshine of Virginia. 
Harry 
; ; Shapiro, Bernstein & Co., 
sion apparently has been spending cop. 1916. 
a lot of sleepless nights dreaming There’s a Garden in Old Italy. 
Jack Glo- 


in 
Grant 
Fred Fisher. Leo 


in 
m., 
Joe Morris Music 


"Em Higher in 
w., Joe Goodwin. m., Hal- 
Bernstein 


Turn Back the Universe and 
Keirn 
M. 


i'm Going 
Lewis 
W. 
Waterson, Berlin & Syn- 


What Do You Want to Make 
m., 

Johnson 
Leo Feist, 


PHP 4444464444446444444444444. 


FEFEFFFFFOEEO+OSEOEE+EE008. 





| the Army” 


W., M., 


anaes OO nn i An nn En tn te tn tt tn ee nt tn tn tn tn 


When the Black Sheep Returns 
to the Fold. w., m., Irving Berlin, 
Waterson, Berlin & Synder Co., 
cop. 1916. 

Where Did Robinson Crusoe Go 
with Friday on Saturday Night? 
w., Sam M. Lewis and Joe Young, 
m., Geo. W. Meyer. Waterson, 
Berlin & Synder Co., cop. 1916. 

Yacka Hula Hickey Dula (Robin- 
son Crusoe, Jr.). w., m., E. Ray 
Goetz, Joe Young and Pete Wend. 
ling. Waterson, Berlin & Snyder 
Co., cop. 1916. 

You Belong to Me (The Century 
Girl). w., Harry B. Smith. m. 
Victor Herbert. T. B. Harms & 
Francis, Day & Hunter, cop. 1916. 

You Can’t Get Along with ’Em 
or Without "Em. w., Grant Clarke, 
m., Fred Fisher. Leo Feist. Inc., 
cop. 1916. 


A near-panic of stock selling de- 
veloped on the New York Ex- 
change when traders took to heart 
the dictum of Secretary of State 
Lansing that the U. S. was being 
drawn into war. 

In the Preparedness Day parade 
in San Francisco a bomb was 
hurled into the marchers, killing 
10 and wounding 40. Among those 
convicted was Tom Mooney. Origi- 
naly sentenced to death, he got a 
communted sentence of life im- 
prisonment. 

The German submarine 
paid a visit to the U. S. 

Pancho Villa staged a raid in 
New Mexico, and General Pershing 
was dispatched to punish Villa. 

Charles Evans Hughes resigned 
from the Supreme Court to run as 
Republican candidate against Wil- 
son, but Wilson came out ahead 
by a bare 600,000 votes. Justice 
Hughes was reappointed to the 
Court in 1930. 

In Jersey City occurred the 
Black Tom explosion and fire in 
which two were killed and $20, 
000,000 worth of property de- 
stroyed. 

Anna Pavlowa was dancing at 
the Hippodrome, N. Y., in “The 
Big Show.” Albertina Rasch was 
in vaudeville. 

Among the year’s films were: 
“The Vixen” (Theda Bara). ‘Rose 
of the South” (Peggy Hyland and 
Antonio Moreno), “Wharf Rat” 


U-53 


'(Mae Marsh), “The Foolish Virgin” 


‘(Clara Kimball Young), “Pearl of 
(Pearl White), “Less 
Than the Dust” (Mary Pickford), 
and “The Witching Hour” (C. Au- 
brey Smith). Other film names in- 


cluded Francis X. Bushman. Anita 
Stewart, Marie Empress, Norma 
and Constance Talmadge, Harry 


Fox, Richard Bennett, and Billie 
Burke (Mrs. Florenz Ziegfeld, who 
later went back to the stage). 

Plays included “The Master” 
‘Arnold Daly), “Old Lady 31, 
“Her Soldier Boy, se “Springtime,” 
“So Long Letty,” and “Keeping 
Up Appearances.” Eddie Cantor 
was currently under Ziegfeld man- 
agement, and Hugh Herbert was 
writing his own vaudeville 
sketches, the latest being called 
“The Prediction.” 

1917 
All the World Will Be Jealous 


of Me. w., Al Dubin. m., Ernest R 
Ball. M. Witmark & Sons, cop. 
1917. 


Au Revoir, But Not Good-Bye, 
Soldier Boy. w., Lew Brown. ™., 
Albert Von Tilzer. Broadway Musie 
Corp., cop. 1917. 

Beale Street Blues. w., m.. w. C. 
Handy. Handy Bros. Music C0, 
Inc. cop. 1917. 


The Bells of St. Mary's. W. 


Douglas Furber. m., A. Emmett 
Adams. London: Chappell & Co, 
Ltd., cop. 1917 by Ascherbers, 


Hopwood & Crew, Ltd., London. 

The Bombo-shay. w., m., Henry 
Creamer, Henry Lewis and Turner 
Layton. Jerome H. Remick & Co. 
cop. 1917. 

Bring Back My Daddy to Me. w., 
William Tracey and Howard John- 
son. m., George M. Meyer. Leo 
Feist, Inc., cop. 1917. ” 

Come and Have a Swing With 
Me (Jack O’ Lantern). w.. Anne 

Caldwell. m., Ivan Caryll. London: 
Chappell & Co., Ltd., cop. 1917. 

The Darktown Strutters’ Ball. 
Shelton Brooks. Leo Feist, 


Inc., cop. 1917 by Will Rossiter; 


| assigned to Leo Feist, Inc. 


Deep River. Negro spiritual art. 
for voice and piano by_ Henry 
(Continued on page 47) 
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Slow Process Seen Before ‘Younger 
- Tunesmiths Can Get Coin Satisfaction 


y% 





Washington, June 28. + 


take approximately eight 
fore the new songwriter 
on plan placed before 
ment of Justice by the 


It will 
ears bet 
classificat 
the Depart 


ican 
Athors and Publishers affects any 


‘mportant change in the distribu- 
0 ASCAP writer revenue. 
10 if put into motion as part of 
os revised consent decree ASCAP 
js working out : 
ill begin a slow upending of cur- 
pene methods of coin distribution 
a writers, ultimately arriving at a 
gint where the Society s 
classified tunesmiths, who > 
peen fighting for a better slice of 
the revenue, will be happy. The 
idea of the plan taking eight years 


Society of Composers, | 


with the D. of J., | 


lower- | 
have | 


for effect is that of the younger | 


songwriters. 


Full details of the plan, which | 


calls for 20% of the writer's half 


of the Society’s revenue to be dis- | 
tributed on a performance basis, | 
20% on seniority and 60% on vari- | 


ous other categories, has not been 
detailed by either the Government 
agency or ASCAP. But it was dis- 
cussed here last week by a unit of 
seven writers from New York, rep- 
resenting a group of unsatisfied 
Jower-classed writers. Group met 
with Sigmund Timberg, head of 
the D. of J.’s consent decree divi- 
sion, and his assistant, and upon 
conclusion of the confab seemed 
satisfied with what they were told. 

Another angle of the new plan 
ealls for certain ASCAP writers to 
be placed in a triple “A” category, 
as against the current top “AA” 
rating possible. It’s understood 
the higher “AAA” classification 
would embrace only a few writers, 
such as Irving Berlin and Cole 
Porer, who write both music and 


lyrics to their tunes. Berlin and 
Porter are both “AA” men cur- 
rently. Though they write both 


ends of their product, they draw 
no more from the “AA” slot than 
contemporary tunesmiths whose 
works are the result of collabora- 
tion with lyricists, or vice versa. 


Writers’ Stance 

Group of New York songwriters 
has been discussing with ASCAP a 
possible change in classification 
which would benefit them, while 
at the same time Coast songwriters 
in the higher echelon of ‘“‘A”’ and 
“AA” writers try to head off such 
proposed changes. New Yorkers 
do not intend to disband because 
they are satisfied with the proposed 
new consent decree as it involves 
them. They admit to having had 
a lot of the steam taken out of their 


BMI Signs Holdout 


Chicago, June 28, 
With the signing of Coney Island 
Park, Cincinnati, BMI broke one of 
the strongholds of the National 
Assn. of Public Parks and Pools, 
one of the largest anti-BMI groups 
up to now. 


Top Britons Set 
For Goodman's 
Palladium Band 


London, June 28. 

The band Benny Goodman will 
bring into the Palladium here July 
18 will be composed of of 
Britain’s best musicians, including 
trumpeter Kenny Baker, known to 
U. S. music buyers via his record- 
ings with Ted Heath on the Lon- 
don label, British Decca-made disks 
sold only in the U. S. Heath is 
rounding up a group of men for 
B.G.’s combination, which the U. S. 
maestro will rehearse before start- 
ing the date. 

Goodman will not play any other 
dates beyond the Palladium, in 
England. He had been offered 
$3,000 a night for a series of con- 
certs in Britain and Scotland with 
the British outfit, but turned it 
down. He'll go to the Continent 
instead, where he will work with 
his own U. S. band 


B. G. will have the combo he’s 
now working with here meet him 
in Paris for six weeks of work in 
France, Belgium, Denmark and the 
Scandinavian countries. He’ll draw 
$3,000 a night against percentages, 
with part of the coin banked in the 


some 


; U. S. before the dates and the re- 


fight for a larger slice of ASCAP’s | 


writer revenue by the terms of the 
new decree, but they intend to re- 
main together and await develop- 
ments. 


Stordahl Won’t Lead 
Orch for Sinatra On 
New 5-a-Wk. Series 


Hollywood, June 28. 

Axel Stordahl will not conduct 
the orchestra that will accompany 
Frank Sinatra on his new five-a- 
Week series in the 7 p.m. NBC slot 
vacated by Perry Como’s “Chester- 
field Supper Club.” New series 
Starts Sept. 5 and though Johnny 





mainder payable after then. Buddy 
Greco is the only member of his 
outfit who will work in England 
with him, along with an unselected 
girl singer, a comedian and a dance 
team. 


CAPITOL’S AM CONTEST 
TO NEEDLE DULL BIZ 


Hollywood, June 28. 
With “Things Are Tough All 
Over” as the theme song in the 
record biz, Capitol Records is go- 
ing back to an amatey songwrit- 
ing contest in an effort to hypo its 





| Wax. 


/ album 


reen batoned the band that ac- | 


cae ied Sinatra on the audition 
ce S he made, it’s not certain that 
reen will get the post. 
. Reason for _Stordahl’s stepping 
ut from behind Sinatra 
first time in a + 
thin Clear. It’s not based on any- 
ye Personal between the two. 
oe o here that BBD&O, agency 

€ account. insisted that Stor- 


dah] . 
—” out for an unexplained 


$5,447,416 Paid For 


Musicians’ Recording 


Hollywood, June 28. 


ssaniians were paid a total of 
both a or musical recording, 


, and in New York, dur- 
“y the past year ended last April 

the ae income has helped swell 
wd fers of the American 

Special =n of Musicians through a 

$2.41) 1% tax. There’s now 
1621 in the kitty. 


Loc 

19g , 47 here adds an additional 

ot Bo Salaries earned by mem- 
tking in pix. The 47 treas- 


ury ; 
the —* nearly $80,000 during 


(acre, i Eos 


{ } 
1>)) 


for the | 
lumber of years is | 


' ruling 


Capitol will issue a_ six-sided 
of new tunes cleffed by 
Johnny Mercer, Isham Jones, Ray 
Noble, Paul Weston, Jimmy Mc- 
Hugh and team of Livingston and 
Evans. Contestants will then 
weave in their own words. Each 
of the six best will be given stand- 
ard songwriting deal with Ard- 
more Music, and $1,000 advance on 
royalties. 

Sammy Cahn and Mack Gordon 
will be judges of the best lyrics. 
Contest runs four months, starting 
July 1. 





N. Y. Havana-Madrid | 
Again Beats BMI in Ct. 


Fighting an infringement action 


brought against it by Broadcast 
Music. Ine. and two of the organi- 
zation’s affilidted publishers, the 


Havana-Madrid, N. Y., won out last 
week when the U. S. court of ap- 
peals for the second time upheld a 
of the lower court, which 
dismissed the suit. 

Case involved a claim by the 
three plaintiffs that the nitery per- 
formed eight of their copy righted 
tunes without a proper license on 
Aug. 13, 1946. In a N. Y federal 
court trial Justice Harold P Burke 
tossed out the suit due to insut- 
ficient evidence. BMI, Peer Inter- 
national Corp. and Edward B 
Marks Music appealed the decision 
and lost. Second appeal fared the 


| 
| 


| 


Ranch-Type Dancery 


In Suburban Toronto 
Toronto, June 28. | 

_Mart Kenney opened his Mart | 
Kenney’s Ranch on Friday (24) | 
night, with four mounted “cow-| 


boys” handling the car parking of 
_the some 1,000 first-nighters. New 


dance-dine spot is situated on 100 


rolling acres 20 minutes by motor 


from Toronto's northern city limits 
and represents a reputed $100,000 
investment. 

Landscaping includes rustic 
bridges, ete., with present circular 
marble dancefloor, table terraces 
and bandshell al fresco. Property 
also has a large two-story log ranch 
house, with stables, plus horses for 
hire. Kenney plans to make it a 
year-round entertainment centre 
and will stress skiing this winter. 
and will build several chalets and 
bunkhouses for guests 

Cover is $2 a couple 
through Thursday, $3.50 
days, $4 on Saturdays. 
Kenney and 


Monday 
on Fri- 
Mart 


dates, with Jack Fowler, Kenney’s 
arranger, batoning other eves. 
Kenney also plans to book name- 
bands for one-nighters. Food is 
ranch style. 





Per Program TV 
Formula Extends 


ASCAP Line Again 


American Society of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers last week 
extended until Aug. 1 the right of 
television broadcasters to use its 
material without payment. Move 
was made as a means of remov- 
ing all immediate thoughts of a 
deadline, and to allow time for 
the establishment of a per-program 
price structure, which independent 
tele stations have been asking, in 
comparison with the _ blanket-li- 
cense terms just about agreed 
upon in entirety between the So- 
ciety and the networks. 

When ASCAP execs sat down a 
month or so ago with reps of the 
five tele networks as individuals, 
rather than a committee represent- 
ing the National Assn. of Broad- 
casters, with which the Society 
could not agree on a basic deal, 
the terms they finally arrived at 
involved a_ blanket license only. 
In a.m. radio, licensees have a 
choice of a blanket or per-program 
plan. Indie tele ops apparently feel 
that they may be able to do better 
for themselves financially on a per- 
use system of payment to the So- 
ciety, rather than a blanket pact. 
The Society is in the throes of set- 
ting up per-use terms, hence the 
extension of rights until Aug. 1. 


RCA Names Csida 
As Head of A&R 


RCA-Victor last week named Joe 
Csida head of its popular artists 
and repertoire division, after weeks 
of indecision. He replaces Jack 
Hallstrom, moving upstairs as as- 
sistant to general manager Paul 
Barkmeier. Csida has had _ no 
previous experience in recording, 
but he knows the music and artists 
end thoroughly. 

Csida only recently joined Vic- 
tor. as assistant to Jack West, head 
of the company’s overall public 
relations. He will continue in that 
post and at the same time handle 
the a. & r. work, splitting time be- 
tween New York and Camden, 
RCA’'s home offices. 

Naming Csida came as a surprise 
to the industry. It was well known 
that Hallstrom was not to stay in 
the post, that he would skip up- 
stairs Barkmeier’s right hand, 
but no one ever suspected that 
Csida might take over. 

Victor made two other changes. 
Jack Williams and Larry Kanaga 
switched posts Kanaga was as- 
sistant director of distribution for 
RCA - Victor division Williams 
was general sales and merchandis- 
ing manager of the record division 
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Goodman's Sellout, Mont’l 
Montreal, June 28 


aving one-nighter at Royal 
Pavilion, Ideal Beach, last Wednes- 
dav (22). Benny Goodman did ¢a- 


pacity 2 900 admissions, 


same way when the plaintiffs 
sought to have a reargument ex- 
amined. 

Of the eight Latino songs al- 
legedly infringed by the nitery, 
seven are owned by Peer while 
Marks has the other. 

, ~ nee? 
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RCA May Undersell to 39c On 


New Label; Starts Disking Artists 





ASCAP and Pix Biz 


Story in the Pictures dept. 
details the Motion Pictures 
Assn. of America’s stance on 
the film producers’ latest dick- 
ering with ASCAP. 

The film men have two con- 
trasting attitudes on the same 
issue. 





his Western Gentle- | 
men will play the Friday-Saturday | 
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To Explore Univ. 
Copyright Law 


John Schulman, attorney for the 
Songwriters Protective 


Assn., is 
on his way to Paris to attend a 
meeting July 4 with representa- 
tives of 11 other countries which 


will explore the possibilities of the 
establishment of a universal copy- 
right law. Confab is among mem- 
bers of the United Nations Educa- 
tional, Social and Cultural Organi- 
zation section on copyright With 
Schulman as U. S. representatives 
and experts on copyright are Dr 
Luther H. Evans and Federal Court 
Judge Charles E. Wyzanski, Jr. 


At the moment there is no 
reciprocal copyright agreement 
among various countries of the 


world, excepting among those sig- 
natories to the Byrne Convention. 
The U. S. is not a member of the 
latter, but Canada is, and U. S. 
music publishers wishing to 
achieve automatic copyright among 
the Bryne countries. copyright 
U. S. published’ tunes in Canada 
also and acquire that protection. 

In preparation for the Paris 
meet, the UNESCO committee had 
dispatched questionnaires to vir- 
tually all countries seeking infor- 
mation on their copyright laws. 
These will be digested for the pur- 
pose of arriving at a universal re- 
ciprocal copyright law that would 
be acceptable to all countries. 
Russia, of course, would not be in- 
cluded; it has no reciprocal ar- 
rangements with any other coun- 
try. 


MUZAK SWITCHES PROD. 
PLANT TO KENTUCKY 


Muzak is closing down its manu- 
facturing plant in New York and 
switching all production to its re- 
cently completed factory in Eliza- 
bethtown, Ky. Executive offices, 
commercial service departments 
and recording studio facilities will 
remain in New York. 

James W. Lukas has been ap- 
pointed to the newly created post 
of director of programming at As- 
sociated Program Service. Muzak 
subsid Lukas formerly held the 
post of program director at Associ- 
ated In his new position, Lukas 
will supervise programs, ad-publici- 
tv. research and product develop- 
ment. Leslie F. Biebel. formerly 
Associated’s continuity chief, has 
been appointed program and_ pro- 
motion manager. 


McDonald Deflates 

. s 
Philly Orch ‘Losses 

Philadelphia. June 28. 
Harl McDonald, manager of the 
Philadelphia Orch, minimized re- 
ports that the svmphony’s British 
tour had been a “bust” financially. 
Harold Fielding, the London im- 
presario, who sponsored the Phila- 
delphians in Great Britain, “want- 
ed to overdramatize his losses.” Mc- 
Donald said. The orchestra played 
to capacity in every British hall. ex- 
cept the huge Haringay auditorium, 








in London. The prices were set 
too high for that first concert, Ve- 
Donald said, but when they were 
lowered for the return visit the 


Orchestra packed Haringay 

McDonald stated Fielding 
brought the Orchestra to England 
as a “prestige gesture” and knew 
in advance that it was not a money- 
making proposition. The Philadel- 
phians were guaranteed salary and 
expenses by Fielding before they 
leit. 
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¢ RCA-Victor 


will follow in the 
footsteps of Decca and Columbia 
Records in marketing a new low- 
price popular label within the next 
few weeks. Victor doesn’t know 
what the platters will be called or 
at exactly what price they will be 
sold, but it has already begun re- 
cording semi-name artists for the 
disks, 


new series. Four full or 
eight sides, were recorded in New 
York late last week and over the 


weekend, 

Victor has for some time sought 
to align the various costs involved 
in making platters for the cheaper 
market, especially with Decca and 
Columbia both manufacturing 4% 
including tax) platters 

Under the circumstances, 
may go Decca and Columbia 
better. It may put out the new 
platters at 39c, including tax. Or 
it may line up with Decca and Co- 
lumbia at 49c. The idea behind 
the possibility of dropping to 39c 
is said to be the company’s desire 
to go into the lower bracket whole 
hog as long as it’s forced into it 

Initial sides made _ for the 
cheaper series were by Jackie 
Searle, who cut “Four Winds and 
Seven Seas” and “Room Full of 
Roses”: Eve Young—‘Bali Ha’i’- 
“Some Enchanted Evenings” 
Johnny Bradford—“Let's Take an 
Old Fashioned Walk’-“I Love 
You": Tattlers—‘Two Little New 
Little Blue Little Eyes”’-''24 Hours 
of Sunshine.” All were made since 
Friday (24). 

Victor’s new series will be mar- 
keted through regular distributor 
and dealer channels, according to 
execs. Decca’s Vocalion platters 
are dispersed through independent 
distribs, and Columbia’s Harmony 
label is handled by Eli Oberstein’s 
Wright Records, parent of the 
Varsity label line which Oberstein 
sells to chain and department 
stores at 35c retail, including tax. 
Latter is a new wrinkle in record 
distribution. 


Victor 
one 





Midwest, New England 
Danceries Join Backing 


Of ‘Nat’l Dance Week’ 


“National Dance Week,” which 
General Artists Corp.’s one-night 
booker has been trying to put over 
without success for the past two 
years, has, picked up the backing 
of the Midwest Ballroom Operators 
Assn. and the New England Ball- 
room Ops Assn. It’s scheduled to 
occupy the week of Nov. 13. 

MBOA’s Larry Geer, Iowa pro- 
moter, and other members of both 
outfits are planning to go heavily 
into the idea of the “National 
Dance Week” as a means of pos- 
sibly stimulating interest in name 
and local band promotions. They 
hope to achieve mag layouts of 
various kinds, tracing the dance 
back through tribal routines of 
hundreds of years ago, leading up 
to modern styles of working on a 
pine floor. 


Costanzo Blocked Out 
Of Cole Trio in South 


Memphis, June 28 


The municipal censorship board 
last week refused to permit bongo 
drummer Jack Costanzo to play a 
concert at W. C. Handy theatre 
with King Cole Trio. Reason ad- 
vanced for the nix was_ that 
Memphis will not permit a white 
musician to play in an all-colored 
group. Costanzo is Stan Kenton’s 
ex-bongo banger. 

Cole put on two concert per- 
formances here today. A matinee 
at $2.25 top for white patrons only, 
and evening show for Negro 
payees. The Handy, incidentally, 
is a Negro-only film _ theatre, 
located in heart of the Beale St 
sector. It is named after the 
famed, veteran blues compose) 

On a 40-city tour of the south, 
this marks the fourth town where 
Cole has been forced to forego 
services of Costanzo. Shreveport. 
Little Rock and Montgomery also 
put on the nix, but in advance of 
troupe's advent, and not by the 
municipalities officially, but by 
the promoters. Latter, however. 
did cite local laws as motivations. 








Penguin Records inked Snub 
Mosley to an exclusive recording 
ticket. Batoner formerly was with 
Decca. 
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2 a, LT SO , » TT -_ . 
12B 12 “Blue Skirt Waltz” (Mills) SSN EO. SRLS ee Oe eS. CT pees Was ee Your E Warren Pub. 
13A_ . “Breaking My Heart” (Algonquin) oe ee oo ce = i See Weddin’ Day .. iene pub shinteie> Witmark 
i3B... “Everywhere You Go” (Lombardo) aancie:  ealieaes a re ’ ee. Th Famous 
: 7 7 e remaining 22 songs of the week (more 
based on the ce iT } } . side more mm case of ties), 
ypyright Judi nee merade ? } . . 9440 ) 
- C | ‘ - lar Music Broadcast Pave R U¢ rade I aed Survey of Popu- 
, ‘ apacity or c Ol. Stops Other Cos. Lescoulie th Th Office of Research, Inc Dr ral og Seance a by. the 
poe / : , , John G. Peatman, Director. 
In ‘Liberty’ Ang € ihesp ali 
New R. | Dancehall : on Ad Angle Jack Lescoulie, former all-nig) : Million Miles Away Paxt 
. Complaints by Columbia Rec- gic ; , former all-night Always True To You In Fashion—*"Kiss Me Kate” Har ey 
0 ail ¢ diSK _Lbaw y ’ r J y > ae S > < » ar . 
Warwick, R. I., June 28. ords to Irving Berlin's attorneys jockey on WOR, New York, Baby It’s Cold Outside—*‘‘Neptune's “pane ayo Sicoois 
Palladium ballroom is scheduled have halted the use by rival re Send I tes RG ors ee ee ee Remick 
s é -|/ amoun reelance television ac "eg tow Rawlan : 
to open Saturday (2) at Rocky cording companies of the gay ‘90s pogeetined pe rageren ‘igen e Every Time ri +. eee Leeds 
a : a = iain as st ae re > past few weeks on “Ver! e I Meet You “Beautif .”? ‘eis 
S Point near here. Replacing a style type identified in all adver- N. Y. stations. He’s been m.c.ing, Everywhere You Go eautiful Blonde fren 
a dance pavilion washed away by the | tising with the show, ‘Miss Lib- doing dramatic parts, and last Fri- Four Winds and the Seven Seas oe 
; 1938 hurricane, the new structure erty.” Columbia felt the so agg day (24) took the part of Joe Girl From Jones Beach— “Girl From Jones Beach” esa 
x has a capacity of 2.000 couples on ne ’ . IDlé € that since lit Palooka in a video broadcast mark- Huckle Buck Jones Beach farms 
3 its main floor while another 1,000 las completed arrangements to re- ing the 25th anniversary of the Hurry, Hurry, Hurry ; — 
£ can be accommodated on an open Cord the cast of the show doing N. Y. Daily Mirror. It’s a Big Wide Wonderful World ...... aed ™ 
. quarter deck. the score, that any use of the pecu- _Lescoulie’s place on WOR’s all- SMI oo ike vu toy accu. caiesansaneeocseys N 
" Spot is operated by a corpora-  jjar stvle tvpe = ie donee HU night platter shows was taken by cole MiMi er Lane 
| tion headed by Frank Di Maio. | rival recor ype in advertising by “Big Joe” Rosenfield’s “Happiness Lover’s Gold i: ewel 
While name bands will be used | ;, : Pecargere was encroaching on, Exchange.” My Dream Is Yours—/7‘‘My Dream ] ’ ” Oxford 
P throughout the season, no bookings "; nie Peay Out of Love Pee ROS ARSON sean Witmark 
sg have been announced as yet. Full. ‘“ a lin s attornevs advised other Swiss Lullaby Spitzer 
Ss time orch will be Tommy Masso’s ee te pear copying the type Arnaz Cracks Mark Three Wishes ie aig 
‘ outfit. Ballroom plans to be open ‘ ; inh : _ ing disks. Waltivwaod J . 98 While We're Young Res a " 
: on a Mon.-Wed.-Fri.-Sat licy — : » Ce. Sev Younger Than Sori , tegent 
s : sat. policy. Desi Arnaz orchestra broke a six: y unger Than Springtime “South Pacifie” ....« Chappell 
2 i" a Columbus Orch Suspends vear record h his fir oy ow’re So Understanding Barron-Pem 
. Mutual I icking Up - Columbus, O., June 28 a ‘ ee 4 with his first week at ‘ oa 
ra ith $90.000 still needed befor 1e Mocambo, Hollywood, drawing i Film musical. * Le nusic 
3 A efore d ; awing ° segit musical. 
g Balboa Ballroom the 1949-50 playing season could 3,600 customers during his first 
=O ane Beach, Cal., June 28. a aenenee, the board of directors Week. I 
2 allroom here, on Saturday }, 1e ‘olumbus Philharmonic Old mark was set by Lena Horne | f 
0 ’ . a) ‘ nee . UEC ¢ as : vy Lens yrne ves for R 
afternoons, starting July 2, will be te agreed to suspend operations 'with a 3,000 total in her first : rt Worth Tops of the Tops 
the point of origin for 45-minute a ene stanza. a Fort Worth, June 28 Retail Disk Seller 
3 pened programs to be aired na-| ~— , Pe err a Folk singer Burl Ives, will be “Riders in the Sky” 
7 a aes Mates’ Weedy Mer. —_—______—— | presented here Oct. 28 at the Wi ils 
F man band will do th co Rogers auditori oe Retail Sheet Music Seller 
B) Charli . the first and a § ogers auditorium under auspices Some Enchanted Evening” 
g - ‘lie Barnet’s will wind up con- n C ss a O e ~ of Mrs. John T. Lyons. Other | ‘i 
Q ae ones. Nine will be picked ° e events inciuie Man Bite. Bee. | ens Requested” Disk 
Bed Murphy ball | Weeks Covers odotal 7 wg tlre Melchior, Feb. 24. | Sell ee 
} ‘phy, cams anevater. | s Past overs ves has also been progr: rd | Seller on in | i 
ping pay line charges. Orchs will | Figs hi Wabdert ( Hotel Played Week On Date for Dallas, Nov. 2 in Mine 1949-50 “Riders yg Sy a 
ig up coin for announcers. Shows | Nat Br: eee ae dorf oS ere eer. 12 2.100 29,075 Community Course series at Me- Best British Seller 
will go out under billing of “Ex-. < at Brandwynne*. New Yorker (400; $1-$1.50)...... 9 875 8.375 | Parlin auditorium. “Lavender Blue” 
m cursions in Modern Music.” 3 Suns-Paul Sparr. Roosevelt (400; $1.50-$2)........ 2 775 2.075 ener eee 
~ bea Hs Jurgens Statler (450; $1.50-$2).......... 5 1 000 6.600 SLED IE LE SIEGES — 
Austin Sym . ‘armen Cavallaro. Astor (850; $1.50-$2 ‘ on saad es — 
Symph Names Rachlin 50: $1.50-$2)......ee.... 5 3975 18600 >= MAYPOLE M 
= a j ———— 
5 1% Austin, June 28. one uUSsiC . 
" a Rachlin of New York has Hew SUrKer, se TEUNE, : 
: hile wing an conductor of the anes Extend Chauke fo 
a pels or next season. i 
é aeieadlinen Johnny er (Swiss C ~— The DISK JOCKEYS, JUKE BOX 
@ , aren = , : _— Brewer ‘Swiss Chalet, Bismarck, 200; $2 min.-$i.05 cover) - RS ee] 
. ith Dick and Judy Bradley; upped to big 2,300 covers. DISTRIBUTO , an 
a) MUSIC Frankie Masters ‘Boulevard Room, Stevens, 733; $3.50 min.-$1 cover). OPERATORS, 
a C — and proms boosted covers to sock 5.700. | TRADE PRESS 
‘reddie Martin (Beachwalk, Edgewater; $2 adm.). Humid weatl 7 , 
, Edg . , 1er | 
for their co-operation and 


BOURNE 


hiked outdoor.spot to 14,000 covers. 
Bill Snyder ‘College Inn, Sherman, 500; $3.50 min.). “Salute to | support of our No. ONE SONG: 


Rodgers and Hammerstein” going hot. Giant 4.000 tabs. | 
, led Streeter (Empire Room, Palmer House, 500; $3.50 min.-$1 cover). 
Sid Caesar swelled to 4,700 covers. (( Hl 














§ 
< 
Los Angeles 
Jack Fina (Ambassador, 900: $1.50). With Stuart Wade, Ruiz and 1 
Godfrey, Annette Warren, Tune Tailors. Fifth wk. Down to 3,125 
covers 
Chuck Foster: (Biltmore, 900; $1-$1.50). Fourth wk. Okay 3.425 
weet covers P b 
Z Ted Fio Rito ‘Beverly Hills. 300; $4 min Low 575 covers y = 
4 —_—_—— Desi Arnaz ‘Mocambo, 300; $3-$4 min First wk Big 3,600 covers RUTH POLL, ANDY v4 43%) 
: cen — ‘eae ; 
‘ ; Location Jobs, Not in Hotels and JOHNNY FARROW 
3 SF ’ Recorded by 
os Chicago) P 
pe i Trianon, $1-$1.15 adm.). Final week holding well BILLY ECKSTINE on M-G-M 
at 12.000 admissions . 
Chez Paree, 500; $3.50-$1 cover). Henny Youngman 1-7. ANTHONY on capitol 


Cee Davidson 
and Gertrude Neisen getting big prom turnout Dandy 5,100 tabs 


Teddy Phillips ‘Aragon $1-$1.15 adm.). Still going strong at 
admissions 

Bobby Peters ‘Blackhaw k. 500: $2.50 min.). Conventions helped here. | 
Upped 2.400 covers. 


ie 


JOHNNY MOORE’S 


“THREE ty ¥4i te RCA Victor 
and others to follow 


13,500 


) —INYOUR EYES 
‘| | ANYMORE 


LAUREL MUSIC -CO., 





Los A noele §) 
Santa Monica 





— en ae 
MAYPOLE music Lis 
22 East 67th Street, New: York, N.Y. 
7 — 


6th wk.). Dipping 3,400 ad- | 





Paul] Neighbors ‘Aragon 
missions 
Russ Morgan 


missions. 


3d wk.). Good 10,700 ad- 





Palladium B., Hollywood 
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ae t | Toronto, June 28. 
Leeds Music, which bought the Quality Records, 144. Canea, 
ditd cixce Haves’ t - é an: 
copyright of the tune, “Someday — JARIETY —— y | ?. | ~ distrinator of Mai Se ae 
from Bob Miller’s Main Street - ; b | = | iol started construction of a plant in 
Songs a few weeks ago, is prepping Survey of retail disk nen - - Pe ee ae © | = 2 | Scraboro Township, Toronto sy. 
a switch with the melody. Original- sellers, based on reports ob- & | Sic! £| e | si Biel burb, where M-G-M disks will be 
: en ade Spier ae tained from leading stores in Elie |S] 0| © re | Sia l= |e | fs it - produced. Quality currently dic. 
dePbepiggents coating: ita aap ' 12 cities and showing Paks Hw) So] 2 | Si/eISlE/Sl ela] el 5 O tributes disks pressed at M-G-M’s 
tends a full-blown plug on the tune parative sales rating for this | A | ois | ¢ ip ies = Eile . Bloomfield, N. J., plant at 85c¢ re. 
as a pop. It has recordings by and last week. bo | E | = |= ig |sl|uie c | § |&|¢§ i tail, which may be reduced when 
Vaughn Monroe (Victor, which is > & | a | E | - | Qs (isin 1/2 QE L the sides are produced on this side 
giving the disk a big promotional ° eC = | | & oF ge ¢ | 1 | | a . yore 
splurge as a followup to the same ee W k E qd 4 = | 2 ~ = | & >| Si iszligs P ew p ant 1s expected to be jin 
Co yer’s “Riders in the Sky’), National Ce n Ing » l = e | > cS 3 | c rn A O operation by the end of this yea; 
—— . ; Rating ra © | vo &;'&& igi oi & Edward Josepl Bad hg : 
Buddy Clark (Columbia), the J 2 5 5 o | be | isielS®iaialt s |} I ‘dward Joseph, formerly with 
Mills Bros. (Decca), et al une ~ - b 4 ° eign | @ 3 < : = N M-G-M at Bloomfield, will be plant 
Leeds placed the tune in its This Last s & =~ +4 - 3 E > E - E + T manager. 
Duchess subsid, a Broadcast Music wk. wk. Artist, Label. Title > o 8 K- sl elnlioil a > é Ss epi niats 
affiliate. That occurred because —_____— oo = : are = M Re d S d 
Miller's Main Street outfit is a VAUGHN MONROE (Victor) anor necorads ue 
BMI firm. Jimmy Hodges wrote 1 1 “Riders in the Sky” 1 2 l 1 1 I i ; ee: ~ 106 B p b 
ae ae - GORDON JENKINS (Decca) , y ruds on Royalties 
2A 2 “Again” BPN sabe Be 2 . 2 3 4 iecicmome 32 269 Suit has been filed in N. y., 
PERRY COMO ‘ Victor) federal court against Manor 
Vannerson Now Reps 2B 3 “Some Enchanted Evening” . & 8 2 2 1 2. 3 _ 3 69 Records, independent disker, by 
M. WHITING-J. MERCER (Cap) Harry Fox, agent and trustee for 
Both Dorsey Bros. 3 4 “Baby, It’s Cold Outside” 7 4 6 ae 2.3 7 7 50 a group of music publish ers to 
Tommy and Jimmy Dorsey will ~ PERRY COMO (Victor) : . rhage = gid pon eli: elgat a 
. c “ N c c { ave 
both be represented, in New York, 4 Sg ‘Bali Ha’i” : REESE we 3 es en ae ee. ae ment for at least the two en 
by the same man—Leonard Van- : _ G. JENKINS-STARDUSTE BS D) 4 4 3 > 26 quarters and possibly more It’s 
nerson, Unique arrangement is 2 2 I Don’t See Me in sour ~yee : ; : senses eae not disclosed how far Manor is in 
based on the fact that Jimmy D MARGARET WHITING (Capitol) arrears. 
gi on “ wag eit i 6 i! “A Wonderful Guy” 6 6 4 7 a = ee a. __ 23 Fox is representing a list of pubs 
at the momen laS no persona - <7 <a. CC ai in tl action, but onlv { s 
manager, therefore has no one dis- “ : BING ROSBY Dec AE ° 9 8 90 wool le m - Ray 3 vy tive firms 
; aaa ] 6 Some Enchanted Evening . oO é are namec as complainants, 
cussing probable dates and terms \ ——_——$———_—j i Shapiro-Bernstein i ; 
- ka waiceecokes aan sos A wite RUSS MORGAN (Decca) lapiro-Bernsteln is among them, 
with his agency, General Artists. ‘ “ . eee taste 
Vannerson is a sort of liaison be-  _ “Forever and Ever tecvssces SO ie ae 10 = _ 6 _ i9 ds 
tween Arthur Michaud, T. D.’s per- PICK HAYMES (Decca) Waring Feed $ Phaseen 
sonal manager, who lives in Holly- 9 16 “Room Full of Roses” oS: 2... .. 15 Fred Waring conducts his fourth 
wood, and Music Corp. of Amer- ~~ FRANK SINATRA (Columbia) annual outing for the music men 
ica's New York offices, which books 10 “The Hucklebuck” 10 5 6 12 assigneéi to contact him, next Wed- 
that band. He will pick up the Si ataneeEEEEEEEET Te a, a ee nesday (6) at his Shawnee-On-The. 
same sort of work between J. D. 1 13 i: ARDI ee ee , 10 Delaware, Shawnee, Pa. Waring 
and GAC, except that it the case LI tk ee — a _ foots the bill for the entire affair, 
of the latter he will have closer 4 alan dedi onan on ea (Cap) 7 8 9 transporting the contactmen from 
supervision over dates offered. 12A 16  “‘*A’—You’re Adorable’ ae ee a eS ae — New York in a chartered bus and 
PEGGY LEE (Capitol) supplying food and drinks. 
T. D.’s $7,300, Denver 12B 14 “Bali Ha’i” 2 Oe. Se, a ee 9 Major part of the day is taken up 
Denver, June 28 ae _CROSBY-E. “KNIGHT (Decca) by a golf tourney on Waring’s ewn 
Tommy Dorsey’s band turned up 12C 17 “How It Lies” 9 4 9 course, a part of the Shawnee lay- 
one of the most satisfactory b.o. —— SS enieenmeraiens sinensis ner eren arena re nN = 
totals reaped recently by Lakeside 12D Agata” DAY (Columbia) 2 9 
Park here over the weekend. Play- 2= aim ees be ee ee a ee YOU'RE 
ing three days, Friday through D. SHORE-B. oF ARK (Columbia) 
Sunday, Dorsey worked to over 12E 9 “Baby, It’s Cold Outside”. a a a a HEARTLESS 
10,000 dancers and on a guarantee BING CROSBY (Decca) 
and percentage basis took out ap- 13A 10 “Bali Ha’i” 3 ; 8 
proximately $7,300 as his end. ai ——PpORIS DAY (Columbia? sibs etadinges 
Dorsey is headed westward for 1i3B 12 “F verywhere hs Go” 7 7 8 TING-A-LING 
es ig to the Coast in almost ~ WEG DAMONE (Mercury) _ eae” ae (Waltz of the Bells) 
aint 13C 15 “You're Breaking My Heart” Siok a Ste. oie 3 8 e 
——- _ — _ —€ 3 Se a = 
TOMMY DORSEY (Victor) 
13D 17 “The Hucklebuck” i ie ere ee ae ee THE DREAM OF 
; ~ FRANKIE YANKOVIC (Columbia) OLWEN 
13E “Blue Skirt Waltz” 3 8 
MEL TORME (Capitol) MILLS MUSIC, INC. 
144A © 8 “Again” : OE Sender eS 4 be ee des 4 es nT ee Ae: e ; 1619 Broadway New York 19. N. ¥. 
BLUE BARRON TM. G- M) 
14B 17 “Whgse Girl Are You?” en <j . 
1 2 3 4 5 
FIVE TOP) sovut paciric | kiss ME, KATE MANHATTAN SUPPER CLUB CONNECTICUT 
TOWER FAVORITES YA:IKEE from 20th Century-Fox's 
A ie B U M fy Broadway Cast Sroudwoy Cost Gordon Jenkins Perry Como Bing Crosby ” pth oy aa 
Columbia Columbia Decca Victor Decca Starring BETTY GRABLE 
Written, Produced and Directed by 
. ° PRESTON STURGES 
LAINE Disk Best Sellers by Companies recorded by 
(Based on Points Earned) MARGARET WHITING .. Capitol 
No. of — PERRY COMO ........ RCA Victor 
’ . : BUDDY 
CURRENTLY Label Records Points | Label Records Points oop cnennie 
ORIENTAL jo <errer ree rrr ee 4 ere | CORUMDIA .6i005. 5 46 ART LUND 
SRC Sere eee ee ee 8 i eee es | 8 
CHICAGO RE 5.254:44.0800 6% ba 5 98 | M-G-M ........... i 7 
LEO FEIST, INC. 
L t except July 7-10 date at Jantzen. 
Beach Paul Martin band 9? 
nl { e D eal booked for July 21-Aug. 4 at Jant- REMEMBER? 
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1619 York 
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A NEW JIMMY McHUGH 
STANDARD 


IT’S A MOST 
UNUSUAL 
DAY 


Music by... 
JIMMY McHUGH 


ROBBINS MUSIC CORPORATION 











“Ayovre 


’ which 


New York 


Columbia Records signed Ted 
Steele to a disk pact... Irving 
Fields and RCA-Victor running a 
letter contest hooked up with 
Fields’ disk of “Wedding Song,” 
will give winners a free 
week at the Senator hotel, Atlantic 
City, where Fields is playing; con- 
testants must recount hew they 
proposed ... Elliot Lawrence put 
trombonist Gene Hensler in place 
of Jap Harris, who quit to form a 
small unit of his own... Treniers, 
with Gene Gilbeaux, into Chicago 


theatre July 8, Bop City, N. Y., 
Aug. 4, and Blue Note, Chicago, 
Sept. 19 . . . Decea signed Carol 
Richards, Floyd Huddleston, Doles 
Dickens and Cecil Payne. 
Pittsburgh 
Phil Cavezza’s band into Bil! 


Green's with the Ink Spots... 
Lee Angelo orch opens two-week 
engagement at Idora Park. Youngs- 
town, O., on Saturday (2) . Earl 
Mellen, who had a big dance band 
around here dozen vears ago, back 
in the business, but this time at 
head of four-piece combo .. 


Dorothy Nesbitt, pianist at old Ho- 
tel Henry’s Gay Nineties Room for 
years, into Spotlight Room of 
Jackie Heller’s Carousel for indef- 
inite stay ...Al Marsico, Nixon 
Cafe maestro, will take six-week 
vacation from the nitery and spend 
it at his summer place in Ligonier, 
Pa., Terrace Room, William 


Penn hotel, closing down July 16 
for remodeling, and Billy Cati- 
zone's trio will be dropped until 


middie of September 


Hollywood 
Tex Williams’ 
mains at 


western orch re- 
Riverside Rancho for an- 


other six months, plus half-vear 
option more when he winds one- 
year stand July 7. He gets 65°7 


of admish coin . . . Ike Carpenter 
; band drawing flat $1,200 for gig 
,at Meadowbrook Club, Great Falls, 


Mont Barclay Allen band re- 
places Jack Fina when Cocoanut 
Grove “Salute to Gershwin” show 


moves to Mark Hopkins, San Fran- 
cisco, next week 

Ray Hackett orch opening Tues- 
day (28) at the Mark Hopkins, 
Frisco Tommy Dorsey band 
doing 29 straight days through Pa- 
citic Northwest, all one-nighters 


‘backed by = an 


| with Majestic 


zen Beach. 


Kenny Baker and 
up Kenart 


Art Davis set 
Enterprises to sell re- 
ligious records made by Baker. 
First albums are “Strangers of 
Galilee,” “Hymns of Praise” and 
“Hymns of Worship,” with tenor 
organ... Nellie 
Lutcher set for four weeks. on a 
flat $1,750 a week. at the Casbah. 
starting Aug. 2... Harry Sukman 
doing piano solos at Sawtelle vets’ 
hospital Andrews Sisters’ bal! 
club beat KLAC-TV team, 4-3... . 
RCA-Victor signed Phil Regan, last 
. Sons of the Pio- 
neers wind up a one- -nighting tour 
of ball parks in Calgary July 9. 
King Cole combo inked for week 
of Aug. 17 at Ciro’s. Frisco 
Latest of 16 songpluggers out of 


work here are Ralph Harris, Peer 
Music, and Eddie Lagoona, Mills 
Music. No replacements contem- 
plated ... MGM Records, for the 


first time, will make a two-platter 
aitbum of a musical score from a 
Metro pic. “Madama Bov: ary.” Al- 
bum will be released simultaneous- 
lv with film... Vietor Young scor- 
ing “Gun Crazy" for United Artists 
. Rozelle Gayle inked a 24-side 
series of platters for Aladdin Rec- 
ords . “Love at the County Fair,’ 
Glenn. Spencer tune, tied in with 
(Continued on page 55) 
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AGVA Yanks Top Entertainers Out 
Of L.A. Press Club's ‘Benefit’ Show 





Los Angeles, June 28. + 


Los Angeles Press Club had to. 
ut on its annual dance Saturday | 
(25) night without the services of | 
several top show biz entertainers 
when Eddie Rio, local chief of 
American Guild of Variety Artists, 
ruled that the clambake was not a 
charity affair and the performers 
would have to be paid approxi- 
mately $9,000. Press Club was 
throwing the ball to raise funds 
for new quarters and had widely 
advertised the appearance of Mil- 
ton Berle, Dick Powell, Jack Car- 
son. Bob Alda, Buddy Clark, Jimmy 
Durante, Constance Moore, The 
Digatanos and the Mary Kaye trio 

Result of Rio’s crackdown was 
press Club’s offer to refund money 
paid for tickets to the dance and 
for a gawking bleachers section in 
the Pan-Pacific Auditorium. 

Henry Dunn, treasurer of AGVA, 
in New York, sustained Rio when 
Press Club officers appealed di- 
rectly to him. After a day-long ses- 
sion with Rio Friday (24), however, 
the Club gave up the ghost. Rio 
took the position that the event 
was not for charity and had not 
been cleared by Theatre Authority 
I. B. Kornblum, local head of TA, 
had issued no clearance. 


Mixup came through the fact 
that the Hollywood Coerdinating 
Committee, headed by Stanley 


Richardson, had*helped line up the 
(Continued on page 45) 





U.S. Names on Brit. Show 


London, June 28. 
Two American artists, Myron 
Cohen and Gene Marvey, have 
been signed by promoter Jack Cap- 
pell for a celebrity show at Olym- 
pia July 4. Many well-known Brit- 
ish artists will be featured, includ- 
ing Vera Lynn, the Western Broth- 
ers, and Rawicz & Landauer. 
Larry Adler is also participating. 
Two orchs have been booked for 
the show, Ambrose’s and Richard 
Crean’s. 


Va. Beach, Saratoga 
For Connee Boswell 


Connee Boswell goes into the 
Latin Quarter, Virginia Beach, 
July 7 for one week and later in 
the season moves into the Piping 
Rock Club, Saratoga. She 
the latter Aug. 15 fo: 
with Joe E 

Miss Boswell has been busy with 
dentists in N. Y. for the past few 
weeks since finishing dates at the 
Flamingo Las Vegas and the 
Mapes hotel 


opens 
two weeks 
Lewis 


Reno, 


AGVA TO PRESS ASSAULT 
RAP VS. HUB AGENT 


Boston, June 28 

American Guild of 
Artists is pressing charges against 
Bozo Kimball of the Ford Agency, 
for allegedly assaulting AGVA or- 
ganizer Herbert Gehan. Hearing is 
slated for later this week. 

It's alleged Kimball got into an 
argument with Gehan over working 
conditions at the Rio Casino, Bos- 
ton, booked by the Ford office, and 
struck the union rep. Gehan was 
hospitalized with a broken nose, 
N. Y. branch of AGVA reveals. 


Crotona, N.Y., Shubert, 
N. H., Installing Vaude 


The Crotona theatre, goes into 
an eight-act, two-day policy July 4. 
Shows will be in on Monday and 
Tuesday. 

Initial bill comprises Jack Leon- 
ard, De Lage & Shirley, Angie 
Bond Trio, Three Poms, Bob & 
Diane, Madcaps, Edwards Bros. 
and Anthony, Allyn & Hodge. 

Shubert theatre, New Haven, 
will have an eight-act policy as a 
one-day stand starting Oct. 1. 

Al & Belle Dow agency is book- 
ing 

Billy Eckstine into the Bowery, 
Detroit, Aug. 1. 


d | 
Variety 


| Saturday (25) night. 


‘R-H Salute’ Packing "Em 
In at Chi’s College Inn 


Chicago, June 28. 
“Salute to Rodgers and Hammer- 
Stein,” third production in “salute” 


man, continues to hold room at- 


|tendance at an all time high. 


Show opened May 17 and has 


Vande Comeback Cuing Major Agcys. 


+ 





Grade to Continent On 


played to 17,032 payees thus far, | 


shooting to its highest week June | 
Inn’s ¢a- | 


10-17 with 4.135 covers. 
pacity is slightly below 500. 


Torrid Weather Gives 
Atlantic City Continued 
Record-Breaking Biz 


City, June 28 

Hottest June weekend in history 
of resort boomed the crowd here. 
fiving spots best business in years, 
with chances that when figures are 
compiled that a record will be 
broken 

Weekend followed a week of hot 
but bright weather. It’s ideal for 
a resort with no rain having fallen 
all month, to the despair of 
farmers. 

Weather boomed all businesses 
Hotel reservations jumped until 
the SRO out sign was dangling 
from all the big hotels Most oft 
the smaller places were also filled 


Renting of cottages, at a lull since | 


mid-March, with 
and prospective 


both residents 
Summer people 


playing a waiting game for a price, | 


picked up and a great many “for 
rent” signs disappeared. 

Season is away to an early start. 
Frank Sinatra, on Steel pier for 
three days, did top business. To 
top it off Sinatra crowned the Miss 
Atlantie City of 1949 at annual ball 
($7.50 per head) at Hotel Traymore 
Got good re- 
views and also made front pages 
as he crowned Miss Terry Gualtieri 
as “Miss Atlantie City.” 

Torrid weather has cued most 
top spots to add additional enter- 
tainment opening their air-condi- 
tioned rooms to vie for nitery 
trade. The 22 Club at Ambassador 
with no cover policy starts season 


| Friday (1) with Joey Singer’s or- 


chestra, Carole Stevens and Pat 


and Grayce. 


Talent, Finalize Pacts 


London, June 28. 

Lew Grade off to the Continent 
June 28, and will cover Holland, 
| Belgium, France and Italy He 
will explore the latter field as new 
ground for imported American 
talent and also finalize all arrange- 
ments made for importation of acts 


trom the other countries next year. 


Meanwhile he confirmed book 
ings of Peggy Ryan and Ray Me 
Donald for a Moss circuit tour, 
opening at Empire, Glasgow, Aug. 


22 Kenny Baker is due here for 
Empires, opening Hippo- 
drome, Birmingham, Sept. 5. Rudy 
Vallee is also one of his bookings 
and is due here early March. 
Meanwhile Dave’ Barry, who 
opened at the Palladium this week, 
has proved such a hit that Val 
Parnell has immediately booked 
him to return next September 


WHITING DOESN'T LIKE 
PIC, NIXES N. Y. CAP 


Hollywood, June 27. 


VIOsSSs 


Using contract cliuse permitting 
her to approve the picture playing 
with her stage appearance July 7 
at the Capitol theatre, N. Y., 
Margaret Whiting has cancelled the 
date. Nixing by the thrush came 
when “In the Good Old Summer- 
time” was switched by Metro 
bookers into the Music Hall 
Singer figured another pic, re- 
portedly ‘Scene of the Crime,” 
wouldn't help her 
Capitol. 

Her contract was drawn up in the 
late summer of 1946, but she post- 
poned signed acceptance _ indefi- 
nitely so she could work from the 
Coast on the Eddie Cantor air- 
show. Loew’s, it is understood 
here, will announce that she'll fill 
date later. 


v 


|ing to the new 


gross at the | 
| ping 


| plays 


~ To Woo Middle-Bracket Talent Again 


series at College Inn of Hotel Sher- | 


Major talent agencies are look- 
vaude boom to 
counterbalance revenue being lost 
in theatre-band operations. Majors 
as well as the independents who 
have been handling mainly name 
acts are now romancing the lower 
bracket talent as well. 

Since economic conditions pre- 
clude the selling of expensive band 
packages, alternative is to sign up- 
coming talent for tours such as the 
bill lined up by RKO for a 12- 
week route 

The agencies realize it will be 
some time before act departments 
of this type will start paying off. 
However, most are gamble on the 
new order of things. Another fac- 
tor behind the move of concentrat- 
ing on lower priced talent is the 
possibilities of feeding these acts 
to television. Then again, there's 
always the chance that from the 
myriad of new talent signed there 
will develop some name acts. 

Currently, band packages sales 
are at lowest point since the swing 
craze started in 1936. It paid off 
handsomely while it lasted and 
could not garner enough talent for 
such packages and had to buy it 
from independents Now that 
band have dived the _ per- 
centers are getting to work on the 
smaller salaried acts. 


Sales 


In this connection, it’s interest- 
ing to note that Music Corp. of 
America has booked only two acts 
at the N. Y. Palace. Since vaude 
seems to be is in the ascendancy 
again, it will have to revise the 
basic concept of the act dept. to 
garner this new theatre business. 

2 More Drop Vaude 

Two midwest houses are drop- 
vaude for the summer. 
Stratford theatre, Chicago, which 
weekend shows, and the 


|Palace theatre, Rockford, IL, will 


go straight pix. 

The Stratford is booked out of 
the Charles Hogan agency, Chi, 
while the Paramount office, N.Y., 


‘books the Rockford. 
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Venetian Room. S.F. | Dreams, f Shine On Harvest | Emerald Room. Houston 
(FAIRMONT HOTEL) Moon, Baby Face,” ete. Withal, (HOTEL SHAMROCK) 


Night Club Reviews 


The Caseades, XN. Y.- 
(HOTEL DILTMORE) 

Harold Barry, Kathryn Duffy 
Dancers (10), featuring Christina 
Carson, Dorothea Melvin, Deirdee 
Deeds, Shirlee Fenton, Clara Knox, 
Carmelita Linza, Jill Melford, Hel- 
Yvonne Tibor, Jo- 


ere Wenzel, 
anna Vischer; Jack Edwards and 
Harold Nagel orchs featuring Su 
zanne Gilbert: no cover or mtn 
nyu 

Eddy Duchin’s dansapation may 
be enough to draw ‘em at the Wal- 
dorf’s Starlight Roof. and _ the 
dance music and atmosphere 1s ap- 
parently sufficiently potent for the 
St. Regis Roof, while the Astor 
Statler and kindred roofs rely on 
name bands and an occasional sing 
ing name, but the Biltmore 1s 
smart in splashing with a floor- 
show. By and large, it’s not a costly 


revue, but the Kathryn Duffy Dan- 
cers make much of their opportu- 
nities, alternating with Harold 
Barry, song-and-dance emcee, and 
Jack Barry’s vocalizing in between 


the latter heading his own band. 
On the dance stuff, Harold Nagel, 


long standard here, continues to 
click with his svelte waltzes and 
Latin sets. 

The prime splash comes from 


the Duffy dancers, a versatile and 


comely group whose feature flash 
numbers, such! as “County Fair” 
and ‘‘Fantasy of the Birds,” consti- 


tute the prime appeal of the show. 
The ‘fair’ number is atmospheri- 
cally gay and colorful with hurdy- 
gurdy, balloons and kindred props. 
Christina Carlson is standout in a 


' whirls to excellent 








* THE LANGS 





“TOPS” in DAZZLING 
THRILL-A-BATICS! 


Montreal Standard says: 
“Maintain a high level with fancy 
Act has 
and precision 


showman- 
that 


acro work. 


ship speed 


pick up much applause.” 


BELLEVUE CASINO 
UNTIL JUNE 29TH 


Then booked outdoor season until 
October 1 — Thanks to SAM LEVY 
PBARNES CARRUTHERS, Chicago, 
i. 









zingy “Ponies on Parade” sequence, 
featuring some of her own fast 
returns. She is 
the ringmaster and her four ponies 
comprise Dorothea Melvin, Deirdre 


Deeds, Shirlee Fenton and Clara 
Knox. In the “Fantasy of the 
Birds” flash, Helene Wenzel, a 
stately looker, and the _ balleting 
Miss Knox have Carmelita Linza, 
Jill Melford, Yvonne Tibor and 


Joanna Vischer as prime aides. 
This is a seasoned line, long- 
time at The Thunderbird, class Las 


Vegas hostelry, which of course 
accounts for a_well-knitted  se- 
quence of terp routines. Kathryn 
Kuhn gets credit for some okay 
sartorial displays 

Barry, an alumnus of Abe Lyman 
and kindred bands, works hard 
and to general good returns but 
should edit his stuff sharper. The 
chatter about what’s wrong with 
femmes and what’s right with the 
men is old-hat and not worth the 
few snickers it gets. His legmania 
reminds of the Roy Bolger influ- 


ence, and is generally effective, al- 
beit inclined to run fulsome. He 
does an okay jitterbug routine to 


“So Tired” but ‘“MacNamara’s 
Band” is not big league for the 
Biltmore. Incidentally, the atmos- 
pheric Cascades—with its live 
streams of water—continues as a 


New York landmark. Like the Wal- 
dorf, the Biltmore’s “roof” garden 
is still a couple of stories below 
the actual peak. Roof not air- 
conditioned, relying on the open 
spaces and the cascading water ef- 
fect to achieve atmospheric com- 
tort 

Plaza and Sherry-Netherland 

Hotel Plaza’s Rendez-Vous (grill) 
room remaining open all sum- 
mer, having been done over for 
the hot spell into a gay and cool 
motif. This is apparently one of 
the best drawing spots in Gotham, 
thanks to the expert maitre’ing of 


1S 


iS 


Gigi, ex-Le Coq Rouge, but now 
supervising all the public dining 
rooms in this Hilton hostelry. In 
between, Gigi also runs the Mon- 
tauk Surf Club; incidentally, an- 
other Hotel Plaza headwaiter, 
Jules, who runs the Oak Room, 


has the summer stint at the Atlan- 
tic Beach Club. 

The Rendez-Vous room accents 
Payson Re, with his American 
brand of dansapation, but Nicolas 
Matthey’s Royal Tziganes seem to 
register better, especially with the 


late dining bunch. Matthey is a 
Maisonette Russe and Casino Russe 
vet, hence knows the feel of the 


Franco-Russe “character” rooms, 
and whether dispensing “society” 
dansapation or the Continental 
melodies, he registers with the cus- 
tomers. There’s the usual 6:30-8 
table 


p.m. pre-theatre “no tax” 
d'hote dinners, but a $1.50 and $2 
couvert obtains thereafter. 

The Sherry-Netherland has_in- 
ducted Cy Coleman into its en- 


larged airconditioned bar, and the 
Steinway interludes for the dinner 


and supper drop-in trade are a 
fetching addition. The SN, unlike 
the nearby hostelries ‘on the 
Plaza’—the Pierre, Savoy-Plaza 
and the Hotel Plaza—has never 
gone in for “entertainment” in its 


public rooms, but the musical bar 
is entr’acte to a more extended 
policy in the fall. Either the Van- 
ity Fair or the grillroom will be- 








come dine-and-dance spots. Abel. 





TANYA and BIAGI 


AMERICA'S SMARTEST SATIRICAL DANCERS 
Just Completed 8 Successful Weeks 


LATIN QUARTER 


NEW YORK CITY 
Thank You, LOU WALTERS 


Management: 


HARRY ADLER and DUDLEY GILBERT 


ADLER-DUNN AGENCY 
165 West 46th Street 
New York City 








San Francisco, June 23. 
Danny Thomas, Ernie Hecksher 
Orch (10); $2 cover. 


Having it all his own way open- 
ing night, with the plushy patrons 
hanging on to every song and gag, 
Danny Thomas kept the jam 
packed room jumping (525 covers 
instead of the customary 450) for 
65 minutes, and corraling himself 
a Frisco fandom that will 


Working easily and smartly from 


his opening item “Drink Thomas- 
Cola.” a satire on advertising, and 
interlarding a punchy story con- 


a customer, a waiter and a 
missing lobster claw, Thomas 
breezes into a sock yarn about a 


bus trip and then panics them with 


cerning 


his classic “No Jack” routine and 
winds to an uproarous ovation 
Comic shows his more subtle 
side with his chant ‘Arabesque’ 
dubbed as “Ode to a Waiting Syri 
an.” which rocks the crowd It is 
bravo material and rates the ap- 
preciation it snags. Other items 
in addition to ad libs, include a 


medley of songs from his pix. “*Wif- 
fenpoof Song” makes a terrif 
finale. 
Music 
for show 
handled 


Hecksher Orch, 
capably 
Ted. 


Ernie 
terping, 


bs 
and 


is 


Carnival. NX. ¥. 
(FOLLOWUP) 

Harold Minsky’s Carnival show 
has achieved pace and_ sparkle 
since its opening a month ago 
Equally important is the fact that 
it is enticing more customers by 
elimination of the $3 top admis- 
sion charge and lowering of menu 
tariffs 

Substitution of Maxie Furman 
as house comic is extremely bene- 
ficial. He projects well vocally 
and comedically and puts a lot of 
zing into his work. There’s also 
a better selection of skits. Both 
are devoid of blue stuff and come 
off excellently. Murray Briscoe 
continues as straight. 

There’s also been a general re- 
placement of acts. Most interest 


stand | 
him well for many seasons to come. | 


is provided by the Piero Bros., the | 


Argentine jugglers. who. click. 
Elisa Jayne, personable contortion- 


ist, registers in a brief bit. Her 
act has been pruned and doesn’t 
show up to usual advantage. More 


her acro would help consider- 
ably. Another newcomer is Su- 
sanne Shaw (New Acts). 

The femme charm contingent is 
topped by Nevada Smith in a per- 
sonable strip, and Geene Courtney, 
who’ll have more to do when she 
returns to sketch work. Steve 
Condos continues with good hoof- 
ery. Production tunes are by Ralph 


of 


Young and Muriel King. Jose. 
Sundown Club. Phoenix 


Phoenix. Ariz... June 20. 

Dorothy Began, Dottie O’Brien, 
Artie Wayne, Eddie Peabody, 
Sandy Sandifer Orch (7): no man 
imuMe. 

This snappy layout gains hefti- 
ness via the potent combine of Ed- 
die Peabody, still Mr. Banjo. and 
Artie Wayne, up-and-coming vocal- 
ist. 

Show tees off with terper Doro- 
thy Began doing a fast routine of 


plain and fancy steps. tollowed 
by Dottie O’Brien in a brace of 
well projected vocals. Former 
name band chirper has an easy 
delivery and knows how to sell 
for maximum effectiveness. Among 


her items are “Them There Eves” 
and Cole Porter’s “Let’s Do It.” 
Wayne, on next, is a strong fave 
here and was in especially good 
voice for responsive results. Rou- 
tine comprises “Johnny Get Your 
Girl,” “Again,” “Temptation,” and 


“Candy Kisses.’ with Wayne 
whamming every number across 


tor top returns. He’s equally facile 
with ballads and fast tunes, and 
looms as a boff performer for the 
bigger eastern spots that will com- 
prise his itinerary this summer. 
Following solo spot, Wayne and 
Dot O’Brien join up to duet “ ‘A’— 
You're Adorable” and “‘Bebop Spo- 
ken Here” for additional plaudits. 

Show is solidly wrapped up by 
Peabody, who seems to gain added 
effectiveness with the passing 
years. His turn is exceptionally 
lengthy for a nitery act and mostly 
runs to finger work on such oldies 
as “Sweet Sue,” “Sunrise Sere- 


| 


it’s flavorful stuff and better adapt- 
ed to banjo thumping than most 
pop pieces, making a reminiscent 
appeal to the oldsters in the audi- 
ence. Peabody’s line of gab isn’t 
too forte, but he’s an ebullient per- 
former with a magnetic hold on his 
audience. Business spurted for the 
last of the name shows here until 
the fall. Interim policy of lesser 
acts will prevail for a month or so. 
Jona, 


Show Bar. K.C. 
Kansas City. June 23 
Gallez. Tommy & Margot 
Rand & Raymond, Velma 
Dave & Con Rese r Ore h 


cover o7 preceeded 


Weela 
Conine 
Corey 


(4) 


tae) 
t ahead 
with its 

continuous 
and min 


Show 
into the 
established 


Bar 
SumMmMmMetl Sea 


ot 


S going righ 
-On 
POLIcy 
shows with no cove} no 
imum 

Tommy and Margot Conine lead 
off with session of fast modern tap, 
working in challenge. precision and 
rhythm routines. Kids are good 


looking pair, and terping is snappy 


throughout. Second spot goes to 
Gene Rand and Dick Raymond 
(New Acts) back for the second 


time with their songs and comedy. 


Song styling is forte of Velma 
Corey, vocaling in five languages 
such faves as “Indian Love Call,” 


*Jalousie,’ “Viddisha Mommie” 
and “‘Marie.” She rates among the 
tops in melodious range and 
smooth’ control handling each 
number for maximum but 


getting biggest returns on the bet 


results 


ter known numbers. 

Weela Gallez has been brought , 
back, and she does more than 20 
minutes of her ultra-sophisticated, 
and at times almost ribald, song- 
stories. Reception is as solid as 
during her first session here, and 


evidently she will be good for spot 
on the bill periodically. She's also 


sharing the m.c. chores with Gene 
Rand, and fills a spot between 
shows with Dave Reiser in a song. 
guitar duo. Reiser’s crew—Ham- 


mond organ, trumpet, electric gui- 
tar and drums—work show two 
ways, backing each turn and com- 
Ing in tor specialties on own 
Quin. 
Carrousel. Montreal 
Montreal, June 28 
Jackie Coogan, Ain McCormack. 
Pilar Gomme & fe rederico Rey, 
Catron Bros... Marcel Dore Orch. 
Jimmie King Quartet; ainimum 
$2-$3. 
Following the Guy Kibbee click 
of a month ago. manager Jean 
Maurer has set Jackie Coogan as 


headliner of current show. The 
reaction other than curiosity, «is 
only fair. Lad opens with a few 


routine gags, goes into a couple of 
long stories that could stand trim- 


ming for better effect, and then 
teams with the Catron Bros. for a 


strip impresh that picks up a few 

vocks. 
In 

mack 


the vocal slot. 
(Coogan’s wite) works hard 
with ballads. including “True to 
You” from “Kiss Me Kate.” Song- 
Stress has energy and power and 
her patter with Coogan is one of 
the Setter things in his act. The 
Catrons. who missed on their last 
Montreal try, return with a much 
tighter offering, although they 
could still cut and situations 
for greater impact. Pilar Gomez 
and Frederico Rey. Spanish terp- 
ers, have much fire and authen- 
ticity in routines. Nifty costumes 
point up act and their staccato 
castaneting and heel-clicking brings 
salvos. Marcel Dore’s band backs 
the acts with the Jimmie King 


Ann McCor- 


gags 





Houston, June 28 
Hildegarde with Salvator, 


pes ; . Cioe: 
90 mimiumumn, ? 


$7 





Hildegarde, at $9,500 a week for 
three weeks, opened in Oilmar 
Glenn McCarthy’s Shamrock Hotel 
Thursday night (23) in her first 
Texas booking. With exception of 
a 550 crowd the second night. 


A she 
has played to Emerald 


Room 


capacity of 750 (no cover, $7.50 4 


pe 


person minimum) through Monday 
and is making McCarthy's bigtime 


talent gamble look like a paying 
way to get his hotel some oft the 
fancy prestige he wants 


Hildegarde does one sho 


hight. 


ly (advertised as one hour, but 
every show has run 15 minutes 
over) in a Bible Belt state where 
public niteries and caf innot 
sell liquor. Texas has package Ia 
so Emerald Room has to pay ite 
way on food, wine a setup 
charges 

Shamrock says the bi 150 by 
150 feet, no pillars) Emerald Room 
has grossed above $7,200 nightly 
since Hildegarde opened. except 
second night, which did $5.100, No 
reason given for thinned crowd 


second night. 

Hildegarde may make some show 
biz history in Texas if she can hold 
her draw through three weeks. Get. 
ting 500 to 750 nightly at Shamrock 


prices (average Emerald Room 
check for two is above $25) never 
done in Texas and even more no- 
ticeable here in June and July, the 
dead season. But until the 
Shamrock, dough-loaded Houstoni- 


(Continued on page 46 








“The Only Show of Its Kind” 
| The $1,000,000 Spectacle | 


\ 










Tth Edition 


Staged by Gae Fosier 


Company of 140 











Now filling engagements in | 
London, Paris, and Zurich, | 


Switzerland. 
The 8th Edition with a completely 
new show will start American 


tour Ist week in September. 


HAROLD STEINMAN 


Owner and Producer 


Suite 608 1775 Broadway 
New York, N. Y. 

















COMEDY MATERIAL 
For All Branches of Theatricals 
FUN-MASTER 
‘The ORIGINAL Show-Biz Gag File” 
NOS. 1 to 30 @ $1.00 Ea. 
(Order in Sequence Oniy) 
—Special: First 13 Files for $10.00 
All 30 Files for £25.00 ik 
3 Bks. PARODIES $10 Per Bk. @ 
MINSTREL BUDGET.......$25.09 @ 
HUMOR-DOR for Emeees 25.0 @ 
3 Blackout Books .+--- $25 ea. @ 
or all 3 Diff. Vols. for $59 
Send for FREE info. on other material. 
Ne C.0.D’s—Open Daily inci. Sundays 
PAULA SMITH 


200 W. 54th St., Dept. V. N.Y 19 
CIRCLE 7-1130 





YOU MUST VISIT 
RAILWAY LOST PROPERTY 
when in LONDON for Bargains in 
Furs, Fur Coats, Luggage, Travel 
and Sports Goods:—9%éa, VIC- 

TORIA STREET, S.W. 1. 








combo in the relief spot. Newt. | 














MAXINE SULLIVAN 


Personal Management: 


JACK BERTELL 
RADIO ARTISTS CORP. ; 








nade,” “I'll See You in My 




















NOW 


STRAND 


New York 


Pers. Mgr.: 


JACK TALAN 





YOUNG MAN WITH AN IDEA 


SUNNY HOWARD 





My Sincere Thanks 
to HARRY MAYER, 
ZEB EPSTEIN and 
HARRY ANGER. 


GENERAL ARTISTS CORP. 


Direction: 
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CVA Members 


~ Plenty Riled Over 


Barto’s Stalling 


Increasing agitation among mem- 
merican Guild of Variety 
Artists is seeking a showdown from 
ational administrative secretary 
sania Barto as to w hether he in 
te being a candidate for elec 
tion to the national board or retain 
post. 


pers of A! 


his current 
Membership 1s pointing up that 
during the initial convention when 
Dave Fox, then eastern regional a 
rector, was nominated for an 
AGVA post Barto objected on the 
grounds that no paid employee of 
the union should run for office. 
claiming it as an unfair advantage 
over other nominees. This was bas- 
ed upon premise that because of an 
employee’s contact with members 
he was in a better spot for elec- 
tioneering. Members now feel that 
the same objection should apply to 
Barto. oe 
Barto has already indicated he'll 
resign aS soon aS a successor IS ap 
pointed by AGVA national board. 
Meanwhile, Bill Feinberg, former 
secretary of AFM Local 802, {is 
being boomed for the post. Others 
mentioned are Fox and Vie Con 
nors, AVGA field representative 
Jimmy Lyons, eastern regional di 
rector, previously mentioned, has 
withdrawn from the race. 














HELENE and HOWARD 


» CURRENTLY 
LATIN QUARTER 


NEW YORK 

















HARRY COOL 
and the 


MEL BRANDT TRIO ¢ 
Opening July 1 


Casa Bonita Lounge a, 


« 





Chicago. Wh. 








eres oT) 
Se AIGA 
IS/QIS Exclusive Monagément => 


BILLBOARD ATTRACTIONS, Inc. 











WANTED 


Flagpole sitter. Beautiful female. 
Good employment. Money no object. 
Contact Max Rogel & Associates, 60 


Park Place, Newark 2, N. J., Mitchell 
3-8737, 











Comic’s Telecasts Hypo 
Biz in Chi Nabe Bistro 


Chicago, June 28. 

While most niteries have been 
Meaning about inroads of televi- 
sion on their spots, Helsings’, Chi 
nabe bistro, has been jammed 
nightly with Al Morgan, local 
comic-pianist, credited for the 
hypo via his WGN-TV show Wea- 
nesdays. He has also been picked 


for the disk jockey show at the 
Chicago theatre, July 8 After 
date and two-week rest. Morgan 
returns to Helsings Aug. 5 for an 
other 13 weeks 

Tab on the video show been 
picked up for another 13 weeks | 
Helsings and Tele-Tronic: In 


set distributo1 


SAUTER HEADS PROD. 
FOR ‘NIGHT OF STARS’ 


James Sauter has been named 
chairman of the producing com- 
mittee for the 16th annual ‘‘Night 
of Stars” benefit for the United 
Jewish Appeal, slated for Madison 
Square Garden, N. Y., Nov. 14 
Sauter, on the producing commit- 
tee of this affair for years, suc- 
ceeds Robert M. Weitman, Para- 
mount theatre managing director. 
Nathan Straus is overall chairman 
of the event 

Honorary chairmen of the pro- 
ducing committee will be Barney 
J. Balaban, Paramount; Nate J 
Blumberg, Universal; Jack Cohn, 
Col., and Albert Warner, WB. Co- 
chairmen will be larvin H 
Schenck, Louis K. Sidney, Ed Sulli- 
van, Weitman and Arthur Knorr 

Committee members comprise 
Don Albert, Harry Anger, Milton 
Berger, Maurice A. Bergman, F. 
William Boetteher, Ben. A. Boyar, 
Paul Bracco, Leo Cohn, Alan 
Corelli, Russell V. Downing, John 
Dugan, Ernest Emerling, Zeb Ep- 
stin, Gus Eyssell, William Fein- 
berg, Max Fine, Henry Frankel, 
Moe Gale, Joseph C. Glaser, John 
Goodson, Abel Green, Lester 
B. Isaac, Harry Kalcheim, Nat 
Kalcheim, Dave Katz, Ray Katz, 
Abe Lastfogel, Leon Leonidoff, 
Harry Levine, Harry Mayer 
Richard McCann, John Melnerney, 
Charles Miller, Solly Pernick, Sid- 
ney H. Piermont, Larry Puck, Sam 
Rauch, Thomas G. Rockwell, Frank 
Roehrenbeck, Harry A. Romm, 
Leonard Romm, Herbert I. Rosen- 
thal, Harry Rubin, Manie Sacks, 
Robert Shapiro, Sol Shapiro, John 


Shubert, Michael Todd, Fred 
Waring, Arthur Weill, David 


Werblin and Louis Yeager. 





Palace, Chi, Installs 


Vaudfilm Policy July 14 


Chicago, June 28. 

| Palace theatre will start vaude 
policy July 14 on once a month 
basis with reduced prices. House 
is scaling down to 80c weekdays 
and 98c weekends. Special con- 
cessions have been made with the 
musicians and stagehands unions 
for tryout period. 

Pat Rooney heads the first bill 
of eight acts with “Judge Steps 
Out” as screen feature. 
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World Famous Photographers 


to ARTISTS of STAGE...SCREEN...RADIO 


REPRINTS | 
We are now equipped to make quantity 


Original reprints at reproduction rates. 


CARNEGIE HALL STUDIO :154 W. 57th ST. N.Y.C. 


Phone Circle 7-3505 
BOSTON STUDIO : Hotel Lenox : Kenrmiore 5 300/ 





dance. 


» March. 





Vaude, Cafe Dates 











_Benny Fields into Beverly Hills 
Country Club, Newport, Ky., 
Sept. 2. 

Rowena Rollins inked for Latin 
Quarter, N. Y., Aug. 18 

Evelyn Knight into the Chicago 
theatre, Chicago. July 8. 

: Henny Youngman set Aquashow, 
Flushing Meadows, N. Y., July 19. 

Ben Blue pacted for Palladium 


London, Aug. 15 
> 
Peter Lorre pacted a tour oft 
Stoll theatres Ens n Julv 4 
Borrah Minevitch R Ss, Palace 
eatre, Blackpoo England, start 
ing Sept. 19 
Landre & Verna, Roger Ray 
Ly ; <2 l H rr eveit 0 
Né 8) al 
Betty Reilly 
ns man trac 
raCK ~Spencel Bookings will be 


nhandied by General Ax 


rtists Corp 


Heat Wave Melts 
N.Y. Cafe Biz 


Broadway and eastside cates 
were blitzed out of the better part 
of their grosses by the heat wave 
of the past week vith biz diving 


more than 40 


Che worst part of it is 


that cafes 
now depend on weekend receipts 
to counterbalance slim early week 
takes. Town’s spenders took off to 
beaches and resorts starting Friday 

24), and consequently the N. Y 
nocturnal play spots took it on the 
chin. Even the river-front Riviera 
Ft. Lee, N. J., felt the pinch, al- 
though not as bad as the midtown 
boites. 

Another contributing factor to 
boniface woes is that the business 
drop came at a time when cafes 
are usually loaded with gradu- 
ation parties. Number of these 
celebrations also were cut down 
considerably. 


SQUARES DIDN’T GO FOR 
SQUARE DANCES IN PITT 


Pittsburgh, June 28. 

Although square dancing may be 
a big thing in niteries elsewhere, 
Pittsburgh operators have _ just 
about given up on it following the 
latest experience of Ankara. Spot 
instituted the novelty to the ac- 
companiment of terrific fanfare 
and then dropped it after just two 
sessions when nobody displayed in- 
terest. 

Ankara was not the first cafe try- 
ing the stunt. Copa downtown did 
it several months ago but gave it 
up when it didn’t payoff. 


AGVA | 
}———._ Continued from page 43 =! 














talent for the show and apparently 
gave Press Clubbers the idea that 
everything was OKay. 

Some 2.000 reserved seats at 
$2.50 per and 100 general admis- 
sions at $1.50 had been sold. Club 
paid $1,500 for the auditorium and 
had also contracted for a 22-piece 
band of Local 47 musicians led by 
Manny Harmon. These costs 
couldn't be dodged and the show 
was transformed into a straight 


New, But Important 

Press Club is a comparatively 
new organization, but last year it 
had President Truman as its guest 
of honor on one of his pre-election 
“state of the mation” campaign 
tours. One puzzler was the utterly 
dim understanding the Club’s pro- 
gram committee had about the 
workings of theatrical unions. This 
appeared due in part to the fact 
that Richardson and the Coordinat- 
ing Committee, without any juris- 
diction. had given the green light 
Last vear. before Rio took office, 
the Press Club tossed a money- 
raising affair for itself at the Palla- 
dium and free acts were put on by 
Van Johnson, Bob Hope, Durante, 
Hoagy Carmichael and Danny 
Thomas. Theatre Authority was 
given no percentage of the take. 
Richardson and the Coordinating 
Committee helped marshal the 
talent. 

While no union cracked down 
last vear, Rio has waged an inten- 
sive campaign against all attempts 
to put the bite on performers for 
free appearances since he took 
over the local AGVA spot last 


“esenreaee 


Miami’s Summer Biz Below Par, 
But May Recoup from Conventions 


‘ 


By LARY SOLLOWAY 
Miami Beach 
Postwar advertising and public- 


June 28 


ity buildup for the Miamis which 


brought a banner 1948 summet 
season, isnt shaping up too well 
tnus tar 1n +9 it! ote 

} | é e S 

ne 

n i ¢ 

| bee ( 
re 

wn shut tighter tl 

Another evidence of the nerve 
ness and tension resulting from the 


competition tor patronage has been 





| Midwest Dates 





Chicago. June 28 

Joe E. Lewis ends the sta: 
traction policy of the Chase Club 
St. Louis, after two-week stint be 
ginning June 27 with Merriel Ab 
bott Ice Revue in for the summe) 
season Lenny Colyer set fo 

Club, Des 
9c . 
July 25 . Jean Edwards into the 
Lake Club, Springfield, III ; 
Oriental has for its July 21 show 
Lassie, film canine, Penny Single- 
ton, and Dick Jones Joey 
Bishop plays the Stork Club. Coun 
cil Bluffs, July 1 followed by 
Lenny Kent two weeks later 


Lind Bros. held over again at 
the Vine Gardens, until Labor Day 
Stan Kramer puppets added 
to Chez Paree show July 1 
Johnny Barnett had his option 
picked up at the Rio Cabana 
Jay Seiler joins the ice show at the 
Chicago Railroad Fail Lanny 
Ross heads the Elkhart Fair, In 
diana, show Aug. 10 Maurice 
Rocco set for the Flame Room, De- 
troit, July 22 . Al Borde will set 
up Coast office this summer but 
will also retain Chi agency 


the Pastime Moines 


the revival of the entertainment 
feud between hotels and the few 
cafes running, with the nitery men 
forcing police to crack down on 
such swankeries as the Sherrv 
Frontenac, Saxony and Hyde Park 
via a local ordinance forbidding 


any stage shows in the hostelries. 
Hotels were presenting lavouts 
featuring the better type of nitery 
De i€ ari ere 
( n I¢ Nn ne Doal i € 
\ r ( he t¢ | . 
{ f qt). 
t t t 

t { 
\/) ‘ I Ss é OOK 
é ( pe n WwW 
east untill winter, thougn there as 
een a heavy campaign tor legal 


ived gambling. Chance for passage 
ot such a law in the upcoming state 
legislature meet this summer 
seems slim, what with heavy pres- 
sure being brought by the reform 
elements to keep all 
gambling out 


forms of 


Meantime, some of the hotel 
group are quietly organizing to get 
OkKays on night club licenses to pe 
mit shows. They feel that AGVA 
and AFM will back them up 
through prospect of more employ 
ment for their card-holders 

Majority of hotels this week. sav 
a biz pickup, with reservations re 
ported heavy for July and August 
via several big conventions. 


CARDINI 


“Cardini, Easily the Best of 
the Sleight-of-Handers." 
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Night Club Reviews 








Rmerata Room. Houstoa! 


ans have not had an intown class 
spot. Few top bands, no top floor 
shows had been brought in since 
the war: Houstonians have had to 
go 55 miles to Galveston to Sam 
Maceo’s Balinese Room and Turt 
Club for Grade A entertainment. 
Shamrock brass, therefore, is hap- 
py about Hildegarde good 
for the hotel and drawing from 
most of Texas and part of Louisi- 
ana 

Since its clambake opening last 
March 17, Shamrock has been aim- 
ing for heavy prestige publicity. 
McCarthy, who advertised 300 
millionaires and 50 film stars for 
his opening, did not like the carni- 
val type publicity the opening got. 
He's angling for lacier press no- 
tices so he figures he is getting his 
money’s worth in Hildegarde, his 
highest priced showpiece so far. 

Nothing new in Hildegarde’s sev- 
en-night-a-week act except the 
scenery. The press has given her 


she’s 


the same space it gives a visiting 
capitalist and Houston critics de- 
cided that Hildegarde is compar- 
able, after all, but certainly the 
best nitery attraction ever brought 
here. 

McCarthy says he is “shooting 
dice with Hildegarde, but she’s a 
good gamble. We ought to do -bet- 
ter with the best rather than 
almost the kest. We're going to 
keep it that way for a year at 
least.” : 


Shamrock opened with Russ 
Morgan (three weeks), Nat Brand- 























CARLTON 


KARROL 


Closed at 
BLUE SKY CAFE 
Montreal, Canada 
Currently at 
DIAMOND LOUNGE 
Wheeling, West Virginia 
» Opening July 18 
OLYMPIA HOTEL 
Seattle, Washington 


Continued from page 44 
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CLINTON HOTEL Sr ete 


SPRUCE 
200 OUTSIDE ROOMS 
from $2 DAILY 


SPECIAL WEEKLY RATES 
HOUSEKEEPING FACILITIES 
Beautiful hex Conditioned Cocktadl Lounge 
Gm WALKING DISTANCE OF ALL THEATRE Soe 
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wynne and Dorothy Shay (both two 
weeks). Then it had Carmen 
Cavallaro three weeks, Charley 
Spivak four weeks and Art Mooney 
four weeks. 

McCarthy says covers ($2.50 Fri- 
dav and Saturday, $2 other nights, 
with $3 minimum any night) paid 
the cost of entertainment until 
Spivak and Mooney. But the Sham- 
rock now expects to continue its 
new policy of no cover and $7.50 
minimum after Hildegarde. Show 
will move back into a_ smaller 
Shamrock Room, except on week- 
ends. unless it continues to get the 
play Hildegarde has brought 
Henry King and Eddy Duchin are 
tentatively booked. Fuhr. 


Cafe James, XN. ¥. 
Jerry Bergen, Jack Prince, Leona 











Hall, Dave Rogers; $3 minimum. 
This intime east-side spot has a 
solid tloorshow to partially coun- 


teract the heat spell which is badly 
bopping business in the nitery belt. 


This layout has a heavy comedy 
sock plus some firstrate warbling 


by Jack Prince, doubling as comic 
with Jerry Bergen and Leona Hall. 


Bergen is a vet clown with an 
effective pantomimic — style He 
scores heavily with his hashed-up 


musical routines as a maestro of 
the violin and glockenspiel, deliv- 
ering the shenanigans with a dead- 


pan expression. His verbal com- 
edy is fair and should be cut out 
in favor of the wordless stuff. He 


also earns some good laughs with 
his posing as a waiter during the 
rest of show. 

Prince is a slick baritone who 
can handle his numbers straight or 
cute. He has a powerful set of 
pipes and works without a mike in 
the fortissimo numbers like “‘With 
out a Song.” He also registers well 
on his impression of the Ink Spots 
and in a novelty version of “Old 
Men River.” Prince, as emcee, 
handles. his comedy lines in okay 
stvle, but material needs strength- 
ening. 

Miss Hall parlays striking looks 
and a smooth voice for solidaresults. 
Most of her numbers, however, are 
on the conventional side and don't 
show off her full talents. But her 
style and poise make her a natural 
fov any class nitery. Dave Rogers 
backs the show with neat pianistics. 

Herm 


Peacock Court. 8S. F. 
(MARK HOPKINS HOTEL) 
San Francisco, June 24. 
Margaret Phelan, Henry King 
Orch (12); $1-$1.50 cover. 





Songfesting by pert, personable 
Margaret Phelan is easy to take, 
especially when she regales with 
such slightly seasoned tunes as “I 
Like a Man Around the House.” 
and “Soft Boiled Ballads.” Latter 
belongs midway in_routine rather 
than as an encore, but notwith- 


standing she sells to the hilt and 
clicks. 

Her other items are “Lindy 
Lou.” “Wonderful Guy,” “You’re 
Driving Me Crazy,” “Lover” and 
“Malaquena.” They all get solid 
applause. “Show Boat” medley is 


a neat bowoff. 

Music by Henry King Orch is up 
to par, both in backing Miss Phe- 
lan and for customer dancing. Ted. 
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Latin Quarter, N. Y. 
(FOLLOWUP) 


Three new acts in the mostly-| 


holdover show at the Latin Quar- 
ter, comedian Roger Ray, Lela 
Moore with her man-woman turn 
and the comedy dance team of 
Helene and Howard. All 
Otherwise, the bill is still headed 
by the venerable Joe Howard and 
his nostalgic turn 

Ray starts out doing a comedy 
item at the xylophone, follows with 
pratfalls, etc., then the standard 
“ouzzlers gin” bit, which has been 
closely identified with Red Skelton. 
He goes over strongly 


Helene and Howard have been 
around in the niteries and vaud- 
eries. and they have a refreshing 
slant to comedy dance stuff It's 
not so much the material that they 
do. but in the way they do it 
They’re improving all the time. Of 
course, for those unacquainted 


with the situation, there might be 


some question of Helene doing 
Lorraine Rognan’s material. Ac- 


tually, though, it should be stressed 


that a couple of years ago there 
was a deal for Helene to do that 
material when Miss Rognan went 


into semi-retirement. 

Miss Moore’s man-woman stand- 
ard, where she’s half garbed as a 
man, the other half a woman, goes 
over in her “love” routine. 

Art Waner’s orch, of course, does 
a tiptop job, both for the show and 
the customer dansapation. Kalin. 


Mocambo, Hollywood 


Hollywood, June 21. 
Orch (10); 


mint: 


Desi Arnaz 
nem, $3-$4. 


Desi Arnaz, who formerly had a 
band of 16 men, proves just as 
effective with lesser crew of 10. 
He’s the whole show anyway on the 
new bill at the Mocambo and whit- 
tling down the group doesn’t de- 
tract from their excellent backing. 
Nor does it lessen ability to give 
out with generous helpings of 
rhumba and samba tunes for danc- 
ing. 

Arnaz is on for about 10 minutes, 
with two shows each night. As al- 
wavs, he’s best doing Afro-Cuban 
stuff and beating on that long 
drum of his. “Babalu,” his con- 
sistent show-stopper, still draws 
cheers from the patrons, but he'd 
probably be better off if he could 
ferret out newer native music with 
the same powerful drive. 

Opening night crowd, sprinkled 
generously with top names in film 
biz, attested to Arnaz's draw. 
That’s understandable out here, 
however, where the Sunset Strip 
niteries haven’t been putting out 
too much dough for good attrac- 
tions. Arnaz is only getting $2,250 
weekly, but he and his new band 
do have a definite brand of show- 
manship and salesmanship which 
has been lacking in the Hollywood 
nitery belt for some time. Dag. 


Chez Maurice. Montreal 
Montreal, June 21. 
Mel Torme, Two-Clefs. Wally 
Newman Orch (9), Lue Van Trio; 
admission 75c. 


One of the first top niteries in 
Montreal, the Chez Maurice has 
gone through many owners in the 
last decade and as many name 
changes. Under the ownership of 
Sam Cleaver, who also has the 
Esquire, the place was called 
Danceland and was run as a jive 
house with an occasional name 
band. 


When the El Morocco folded, 
| Cleaver bought up the liquor 
license, put in a full bar, changed 
the name to Chez Maurice 

Mel Torme toplines current lay- 
out and clicks with his smooth 
vocals and easy manner. Gath- 
ering patrons around the band- 
stand, he gives out with his 
pop platter tune’s for a warm-up, 
ithen takes over the drums for 
a flashy stint as a beg-off. 

_The Two-Clefs, working with 
piano and guitar, handle the reiief 
spot and sell their material in sock 
fashion. Wally Newman _back- 
grounds Torme neatly, assisted by 
Buddy Neil, Torme’s pianist, and 
riffs out danceables for patron 
hoofing. Newt. 





Kitty Davis’. Miami 
Miami Beach, June 26. 
Calypso Joe & Co Co Te with 
Diego Ibarro, Al Stevens, Janie 
Stevens, Keith Hall, Kenny Davis, 
Johnny Silvers Orch; no minimum 


or cover, 
There’s pleasant summer fare 
on tap here, with layout blended 


to please Latino and 
tourists. 

For the Latins there's Calypso 
Joe and Co Co Te with bongo 
player Diego Ibarro. Stuff is the 
standard hip-swinging and singing, 
with enough comedy and mixing 
with ringsiders to add an extra 
filip, for paximum, respltg. 

Al Stevens fs a smooth-working 


American 





clicko. | 


| Copa and Five O’Clock, 


comie. Best is his story-weaving, 
brimful of dialectics, that registers. 
Janie Stevens, his wife, is an 
attractive thrush, working in own 
spot. A personable blonde, with 
nifty costuming, her versions of 
the pops sets well with the payees. 

Keith Hall, young tapster, who’s 


| 


| 


been playing this area for many || 
|it of current pressures, it wil] mark 


stints at the 
makes a 
fast pace setter with his acro-taps 
and ballet spins. 

Kenny Davis, son of the owners, 
is okay on the emceeing, working 
introes nicely. Johnny = Silvers 
orch plays a top show. 


months, including 








pe Like 


By Happy Benway 
Saranac, N. Y., June 28. 


Summer colony is giving the 
night spots a good play. Alpine 
Hut opened June 18 with the 
Sportsmen, Sparky’s Tavern has 
Eastern Aces. Durgans. offers 


Eddie Vogt, Pauline Rowhe, Shir- 
ley Summs and Jacque Butlers 
Continentals combo. The Birches 
has Arque Dickinson’s Honey Dip- 
pers. 

Harold Wood, exec of Neighbor- 
hood Theatres, Richmond, Va., in 
for a week’s stay to visit his trau, 
Ruth Wood. 

Birthday greetings are in order 
to Helen Krupp, Mark Wilson and 


| Sam LaBalbo. 


_ Joseph Dwyer, president of the 


N. Y. C. stagehands union, took 
time out to visit the boys at the 


Vets hospital in Sunmount, N. Y. 

Kyrre and Marion Olsen in from 
Milwaukee to bedside Edwin 
(IATSE) Gaiser, who's progressing 
nicely. 

Robert (IATSE) Connelly, ex- 
Rogerite, flashing nifty clinie re- 
ports at the Vets Hospital 

Jimmy Dorsey Orch took this 
colony by storm on their one- 
nighter at the local town hall under 
VFW convention auspices. 

Bedside birthday party was ten- 
dered to vet acrobat Sig Mealy. 
Those attending were Charlie 
Kaufhold, Ed and Fanny Gaiser, 
Andy Rutledge, Mark Wilson. Dolly 
Gallagher and three nurses. Re- 
treshments were served. 

Write to those who are ill. 








a Set Output | 


to vacations of factory workers and 
to a seasonal slump in demand. 

It is quite possible, it was 
learned, that 1949 receiver produc- 
tion will reach 2,500,000. Tube 
production, formerly the controll- 
ing element in 1949 estimates, is no 
longer a bottleneck. The industry, 
in fact, is already looking to re- 
placement sales as a market for 











Continued from page 27 ——' 


tubes. Thus far, the manufacturing 


industry has absorbed the great 
bulk of tube supplies. 

May production of TV sets by 
RMA members totaled 163,262 
units. This was at a rate of 40,816 
sets per week and about 2° under 
the April rate. For the first five 
months of the year, RMA output 
aggregated 752,335 sets but count- 
ing production of non-member com- 
panies (including Admiral) the in- 
dustry output would be about 870.- 
000 sets, it was estimated. 

Indicative of the rising impor- 
tance of TV sets in the manufac- 
turing industry is the fact that pro- 
duction of table model and console 
radio receivers so far this year has 
been not far ahead of video. 


see 





Sears Hedges 


Continued from page 3 —_ 


he has succeeded in selling the 
owners on pouring some of their 
personal funds into UA to relieve 


a switch in their attitude which 
should be extremely significant in 
Stabilizing the future of the 39. 
year-old distributing agency, 

It is reported that Sears re- 
turned east to contact banks and 


other financial sources in an effort 


|to line up their support in provid. 


| financial 


ing production loans if Chaplin 
and Miss Pickford advance second- 
money. Sears is said to be at. 
tempting to line up $3,000,000 in 
revolving commitments from these 
sources 

Sears is to return to the Coast 
for another meeting with the own. 
ers when he has made progress on 
his mission east. He is understood 
already to have made considerable 
advancement with Los Angeles 
banks, which he visited last week 
in company with Selmer Chalif, 
who reps UA on the Coast. 

Should UA participate, via the 
owners’ coin, in financing produc- 
tion, it will mark a switch back to 
a policy it abandoned when it 
closed out its deals with Walter 
Wanger and Sir Alexander Korda. 
There have been strong arguments 
on both sides as to whether the 
company should attempt to get a 
interest in its product, 
with most opinion being that suci 
an arrangement is the only one as- 
suring significant profits. Lack of 
coin for such investments have 
been the stumbling piock in the 
past. 
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JACK POWELL 


NOW UNDER THE 
EXCLUSIVE MANAGEMENT 
OF THE 


EDDIE SMITH AGENCY | 


RKO Bldg., New York c 
JUdson 6-3345 % 
Welcome home Eddie. With you b 


Broadway again. 
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New 


Dp & RAYMOND 
oe. Comedy 

ins. ; 
ee abet. Kansas City 

Gene Rand and Dick Raymond 

were a couple of singles until they 
teamed up to put this turn to- 
gether in New York a few weeks 


Since then they have been 
one the club circuit, this date 
Peing their second 
par, 12th Street nitery. 

Pair have worked up their own 
aterial, giving the comedy treat- 
materia’. & song. Ray- 


2 episodes in 
a ae @ straight and handles 
vocals ably, while Rand injects the 
foolishness and clowns the whole 
pit. Their list includes Girls, 
Girls, Girls,” parodying the pop 
songs on femme names; a western 


bit; “America’s Best Dressed Man” 
with Rand showing how profes- 
sional models do not do it; and 
“My Name Is Sam,” sung by Ray- 
mond in French with Rand giving 
a free translation. Raymond also 
contributes a solo vocal on “‘Ire- 
land,” skillfully done. 

Turn is tastefully clean, show- 
ing nothing borrowed and nothing 
blue, and two “R’s” are on their 
way to a well-rounded act. Little 
tightening and perking up of ma- 


terial should make this a_ slick 
turn of about 20 minutes. Quin. 
EDWARDS BROS. (3) 
Acro-Music 
9 Mins.; Full and Two 
Palace, N. Y. 

Edwards Bros. (3) said to be a 


European import, comprise a skill- 
ful hand-to-hand balancing turn 
who attempt some novelty angles 
with a six-hand, piano opening and 
later do some acro work atop the 
Steinway. A strong part of their 
turn is their precarious balancing 
work wherein there's a pileup of 
chairs balanced on bottles, while 
one of their number does a hand- 
stand on top of the heap. 


In addition to the balancing. the 
trio essays a good assortment of 
Jeaps and tricks which bring out a 
consistent amount of applause dur- 
ing their turn. 

One of the amazing parts of this 
act is the fact that one of the key 
acrobats quite obviously has a 
withered left leg. He’s the one that 
does all the risky assignments. 
Wisely they make every attempt to 
camouflage this physical handicap. 
This type of act is good for any 
type of vauder and some fam- 
ily cafes. Act should take whirl 
around the Veterans Hospital 
Camp Shows circuit. It could be an 
inspirational bit to the hospitalized. 

Jose. 





SUE CARSON 
Comedienne 

12 Mins. 

Drum Room, K. C. 


Not long ago Sue Carson was a 

dancing single, but recently 
changed her style and material to 
blossom out as a singing come- 
dienne. She has been working 
the New York area for several 
months, but currently is working 
dates in the midwest, this stand in 
the dinner room of the President 
hotel being for a fortnight. 
_An attractive brunet, she de- 
livers an original song, “Smartest 
People Are Men,” and_ then 
launches into round of mimicry. 
She gives the comedy touch to her 
impressions of Bette Davis, Hep- 
burn, Mortimer Snerd, Lorre, Ink 
Spots, Margaret O’Brien, Nellie 
Lutcher, Rose Murphy and Frankie 
Laine, all easily recognizable and 
smartly done. 

Closing, she delivers 
original song, a hillbilly number 
with raft of verses, “I’m Growing 
Too Old for My Age.” 
in this intimate room is good, and 
Miss Carson figures as a cute and 
capable bet for clubs and theatres. 


Quin. 





DENNIS SISTERS (2) 
Songs ~ 

8 Mins.; One 

Palace, N. Y. 


The Dennis Sisters are lookers 
with good voices and a well-de- 
veloped comedy sense. Unfortu- 
nately, one of the team is a little 
too brash for family vauders and 
would register with heavier im- 
Pact in cafes. The blonde half of 
the act is reminiscent of any num- 
ber of male comics. She has bits 
that have been made familiar by 
Milton Berle, who in turn has bor- 
rowed from other comedians. Her 
method of projection is a bit grat- 
Ing at times since there's little 
subtlety in her approach. How- 
ever, the Palace assemblage 
seemed to like all their offerings. 
_rhe pair have some well-written 
bits including a discourse on Holly- 
wood. A bit of toning down to 
Permit some shading and coloring 
would enlarge their employment 


, Qutlets... serra Jose. 
eshoey qe4 ea dad 


at the Show- |! 


another | 


Reception | 


Acts 


| MARY McLANAHAN 

|9 Mins.; Two 

| Palace, N. Y. 

| Mary McLanahan, former drum- 


mer with Phil Spitalny, now on her 


own, has sufficient novelty to 
itake her out of the straight 
drumming’ _ category. This is 
fortunate inasmuch as the skin- 


aria soloists outlived their popu- 
larity when torrid swing started to 
decline. 

Miss McLanahan makes her en- 
trance in a midget car on which 
her traps are mounted. She deserts 
her perch for some cute stick antics 
on anything within reach, a la Jack 


Powell, and hits a good salvo on 
the strength of comedy and per- 
sonality. Her encore, a _ bit of 
brushwork, isn’t as effective 


T 
J OSE 


SUZANNE SHAW 
Dance 
10 Mins. 
Carnival, N. Y. 

Suzanne Shaw, a divesting diva. 
has a pair of gaily colored South 
American birds help her in shed- 


ding her raiment. The _ parrots 
provide a sort of an air-lift by 


picking up various bits of her cos- 
tume and flying away and return 
for more. There comes a point 
when the birds are at a for 
cargo, as Miss Shaw gets down to 
the G-string and bra. 


loss 


While the strip part of he 
turn is of interest she could 
heighten the action values with 
some better terping between the 
flying visits. Naturally Miss 


Shaw’s public employment oppor- 














tunities are limited. Jose. 
—— Continued from page 38 =! 





Thacker Burleigh. G. Ricordi & 
Co., Ine., cop. 1917. 

Eileen Alanna Asthore (Eileen). 
w., Henry Blossom. m., Victor Her- 
bert. M. Witmark & Sons, cop. 
1917. 

Ev’rybody Ought to Know How 
to Do the Tickle Toe (Going Up). 
w.. Otto Harbach. m., Louis A. 
Hirsch. M. Witmark & Sons, cop 
1917. 

For Me and My Gal. w., Edgar 
Leslie and E. Ray Goetz. m., 
George W. Meyer. Waterson, Ber- 
lin & Snyder Co., cop. 1917. 

Give a Man a Horse He Can 
Ride. w., James Thomson. m., 
Géoffrey O’Hara. Huntzinger & 
Dilworth, cop. 1917. 

Give Me the Moonlight, Give 
Me the Girl. w., Lew Brown. m., 
Albert Von Tilzer. Broadway Music 
Corp., cop. 1917. 

Go Down, Moses. Negro spiritual 
arr. for voice and piano by Henry 
Thacker Burleigh. G. Ricordi & 
Co., Inc., cop. 1917. 

Going Up (Going Up), w., Otto 
Harbach. m., Louis A. Hirsch. M. 
Witmark & Sons, con. 1917. 

Good-Bye, Broadway, Hello 
France! (Passing Show of 1917). w.., 
C. Francis Reisner and Benny 


Davis. m., Billy Baskette. Leo 
Feist, Inc., cop. 1917. 

Good-Bye, Ma! Good-Bye, Pa! 
Good-Bye, Mule. w., William 
Herschell. m., Barclay Walker. 
Shapiro, Bernstein & Co., cop. 
1917 by William Herschell and 


Barclay Walker; assigned to Sha- 
piro, Bernstein & Co., Inc. 


Hawaiian Butterfly. w., George 
A. Little, m., Billy Baskette arid 
Joseph P. Santly. Leo Feist, Inc., 
cop. 1917. 

Homing. w., Arthur L. Salmon. 
m., Teresa del Riego. London: 


Chappell & Co., Ltd., cop. 1917. 
Huckleberry Finn. w., m., Cliff 
Hess, Sam M. Lewis and Joe 
Young. Waterson, Berlin & Snyder 
Co., cop. 1917. 
I’m All Bound ’Round With the 


Mason Dixon Line. w., Sam M. 
Lewis and Joe Young. m., Jean 
Schwartz. Waterson, Berlin & 


Snyder Co., cop. 1917. 

I Don’t Know Where I’m Going, 
But I’m On My Way. w., m., George 
|Fairman. Harry Von Tilzer Music 
Pub. Co., cop. 1917. 

I Don’t Want to Get Well. w., 
Howard Johnson and Harry Pease. 
m., Harry Jentes. Leo Feist, Inc., 
cop. 1917. 

I May Be Gone for a Long, Long 
Time (Hitchy-Koo). w., Lew Brown. 
m., Albert Von Tilzer. Broadway 
Music Corp., cop. 1917. 

I'd Love to Be a Monkey in the 
Zoo. w., Bert Hanlon. m., Willie 
White. M. Witmark & Sons, cop. 
1917. 


In San Domingo. w., Sam ; M. 
Lewis and Joe Young. m., Ted 
Snyder. Waterson, Berlin and 


Snyder Co., cop. 1917. 

Indiana. w., Ballard MacDonald 
m., James F. Hanley. Shapiro, 
Bernstein & Co., cop. 1917. 

Indianola. Piano solo. m., 5S. f. 
Henry and D. Onivas [pseud. of 
Domenico Savino]. Jos. W. Stern 
& Co., cop. 1917. : 
»: dt’s-a Leng, Lane, That Has No 


Turning. w., Arthur A. Penn. ms. | 
| Manuel Klein. M. Witmark & Sons, 
cop. 1917. 

_Joan of Arc, They Are Calling 
You. w., Alfred Bryan and Willie 
Weston. m., Jack Wells. Waterson, 
Berlin & Synder Co., cop 1917. 

Jump Jim Crow (Maytime). w., 
Rida Johnson Young. m., Sigmund 
a G. Schirmer, Inc., cop. 


Leave It To Jane (Leave It To 


Jane). w., P. G. Wodehouse. m., 
Jerome Kern. T. B. Harms Co., 
cop. 1917. 


Liberty Bell—It’s Time to Ring 
Again. w., Joe Goodwin. m., Halsey 
K. Mohr. Shapiro, Bernstein & 
Co.. cop. 1917 

Lily of the Valley. w. L 
Gilbert m., Anatole Friedland 
Jos. W. Stern & Co., cop. 1917 

Little Mother of Mine. w., Wal- 
ter H. Brown. m., Harry Thacker 
Burleigh. G 


& Co., Inc., 
cop. 1917 


Lorraine—My 


Wolfe 


Ricordi 


1 Beautiful Alsace 
Lorraine. w Alfred Bryan. m., 
Fred Fisher. McCarthy & Fisher, 
Inc., cop. 1917. 

Love Will Find a Way (The Maid 
of the Mountains). w., Harry Gra- 


ham. m., Harold Fraser-Simson. 
Leo Feist, Inc., cop. 1917. by 
Ascherberg, Hopwood & Crew, 
Ltd., London 


The Magic of Your Eyes. w., m., 
Arthur A. Penn. M. Witmark & 
Sons, cop. 1917. 

Meet Me At the Station, 
w., Sam M. Lewis and 
m., Ted Snyder. Waterson, Berlin 
& Snyder Co., cop. 1917 

My Mother’s Lullaby. w., Charles 


Dear. 
Joe Young 


Louis Ruddy. m., Harold Brown 
Freeman. Providence, R. I.: Har- 
old Freeman Co., cop. 1917. 

My Sunshine Jane. w., J. Keirn 
Brennan. m., Ernest R. Ball. M. 


Witmark & Sons, cop. 1917 

Nobody Knows de Trouble I've 
Seen. Negro spiritual arr. for voice 
and piano by Henry Thacker Bur- 
leigh. G. Ricordi & Co., Inc., cop. 
1917. 

Oh Johnny, Oh Johnny, Oh! w., 
Ed. Rose. m., Abe Olman. Chicago: 
Forster Music Publisher, Inc., cop. 
1917 


Out Where the West Begins. w., 


Arthur Chapman. m., Estelle Phil- 
leo. Forester Music Pub. Co., Inc., 
cop. 1917 by Estelle Philleo. 


Over There. w 
Cohan. Leo Feist, Inc., cop. 1917 

The Regiment of Sambre and 
Meuse—Original Title: Le Regi- 
ment de Sambre et Meuse. French 


m., George M 


words, Paul Cezano; English 
words, George Harris, Jr. m., 
Robert Planquette. Boston: Oliver 
Ditson Co., cop. 1917. 

Roadways. w., John Masefield. 


m., John Hopkins Densmore. Bos- 
ton: Oliver Ditson Co., cop. 1917. 

Rockaway. w., m., Howard John- 
son, Alex Rogers and C. Luckeyth 
Roberts, Leo Feist, Inc.. cop. 1917. 

Sailin’ Away on the Henry Clay. 
w., Gus Kahn. m., Egbert Van AlI- 
styne. Jerome H. Remick & Co., 
cop. 1917. 

Send Me Away With a Smile. w., 
m., Louis Weslyn and Al Pianta- 
dosi. Al Piantadosi & Co., Inc., 
cop. 1917. 

The Siren’s Song (Leave It To 
Jane). w., P. G. Wodehouse. m., 
Jerome Kern. T. B. Harms Co., cop. 
1917. 

Smiles. w., J. Will Callahan. m., 
Lee G. Roberts. Jerome H. Remick 
& Co., cop. 1917 by Lee G. Roberts; 
assigned 1918 to Jerome H. Remick 
& Co. 

Some Sunday Morning. w., Gus 
Kahn and Raymond Egan. m., 
Richard A. Whiting. Jerome H. 
Remick & Co., cop. 1917. 

Sweet Emalina, My Gal. w., m., 
Creamer and Layton. Broadway 
Musie Corp., cop. 1917. 

Sweet Little Buttercup, w., Al- 


fred Bryan. m., Herman Paley. 
Jerome H. Remick & Co., cop. 
1917. 


Swing Low, Sweet Chariot. Ne- 
gro spiritual arr. for voice and 
piano by Henry Thacker Burleigh. 
G. Ricordi & Co., Inc., cop. 1917. 

There’s Egypt in Your Dreamy 
Eyes. w., Fleta Jan Brown. m., 
Herbert Spencer. Jerome H. Rem- 
ick & Co., cop. 1917. 

They Go Wild Simply Wild Over 
Me. w., Joe McCarthy. m., Fred 
Fisher. McCarthy & Fisher, Inc., 
cop. 1917. 

Thine Alone (Eileen). w., Henry 
Blossom. m., Victor Herbert. M. 
Witmark & Sons, cop. 1917. 

Tickle Toe ‘see above) Ev’rybody 
Ought to Know How to Do the 
Tickle Toe. 

Tiger Rag. Fox-trot. m., Original 
Dixieland Jazz Band Leo Feist, 
Inc., cop. 1917. 

Tiger Rose. w., 
T. B. Harms & Francis, 
Hunter, cop. 1917. 

‘Till the Clouds Roll by (Oh 
Boy). w., Jerome Kern, P. G. 
Wodehouse and Guy Bolton. m., 
Jerome Kern. T. B. Harms & 
Frencis, Day & Hunter, cop. 19817. 

Wait Till the Cows Come Home 
(Jack O’ Lantern). w., Anne Cald- 
well. m., Ivan Caryll. London: 
Chappell & Co., Ltd., cop. 1917. 

(Centinued next week) 


m., Gene Buck. 
Day & 








VARIETY BILLS 


WEEK OF JUNE 29 





Numerals in connection with bills below indicate bpening day of show 

whether full or split week 

Letter in parentheses Indicates circuit: (1) Independent; (L) Loew; (M) Moss 
(P) Paramount; (R) RKO; (S) Stoll; (W) Warner; (WR) Walter Reade 








NEW YORK CITY 
Capitol (L) 30 

Hal Melntyre Ore 

Hal LeRoy 

Bert Wheeler 

Sid Slate 

Thelma Carpenter 
Music Hall (ft) 30 

Steve Evans 

Wyn Mayo 

Edna Rennelin 

Stuart & Lee 

Rockettes 

Corps de Bi 

Sym Orc 
Palace (R) 30 

L & J Anders 

Kay Kenton 

Carlton Emn 

Ben Yost Co 


illet 


Ray English 

iro Remac Rev 
Ross & LaPierre 
Bob Howard 
Paramount (P) 30 


Louis Prima Bd 
Vie & Adio 
Ballantine 

Roxy (1) 7 
Janet Blair 
Herb Shriner 
Blackburn Twins 
Martin Bros 
Carol Lynne 

Strand (W) 14 
Red Ingle Orc 
Sonny Howard 
Don Cummings 
Geo Church 
Marilyn Hale 


} Peggy 


Robbins 
CAMDEN 
Towers (1) 
A & C Fanton 
Christine & Roberts 

Larry Allen 
Anthony & Rogers 
Nathane Bros 
CHICAGO 
Chicago (P) 30 
Lee 
Dave Barbour 5 
Bob Crosby 


Gale 


1-3 


Bunny Briggs 

Prof Backwards 
Regal (P) 29 

Duke Ellington Rev 
Oriental (i) 30 

Frankie I ne 

Monica Lewis 

Ming & Ling 

fone to fill 


CLEVELAND 
Palace (R) 30 
Berk & Hallow 
The Chords 
F & K Watson 
Hammond's Birds 
Mack. Russ & 
Owen 
Wally Brown 
Dolinoff & 
Rava Sis 
Pat Rooney Si 
KINGSTON 
Biway (WR) 1-2 
Spaulding 3 
Rio & Kogrers 
Graham Sis 
Mare Ballero 








CON) 


KKO 
Jt dson 





Standard Acts 


Desiring Representa?’ 


“ACT 


EDDIE SMITH 


Blig.. 


Suite 902 


6-3345 











ASBURY PARK 


Monsieur Richard 


St. James (WR) 1-5 LONG BRANCH 
Martez & Lucia Paramount (WR 5 
Little Walter Co only 
Nonnie Morton & Bob Coftey 
Pansy the Horse Rice Sis 
Tune Tattlers George DeWitt 
Appletons Christine & Roberts 
Milton Douglas Myers & Walker 
B Wells & 4 Fays MIAMI 
BALTIMORE Olympia (P) 29 
Hippodrome (1) 30) Barretts 
3 Danwoods Charlie Masters 
Don Henry 3 Dink Freeman 
Yvonne Moray Modernaires 
Walter Nilsson Pedro & Durand 
iy ] 
“yy em tee PHILADELPHIA 
rnauts 
Don Rice 2 Carm n () 30 
Saul Grauman Co . a C Robinson 
State (1) 30-2 ney ECR 
Geraldine & Joe Bill Brown 
pmo . Novellos 
Terry Bennett 
R & I Drake WASHINGTON 
Shelley & Roy Capitol ‘(L) 30 
i Goetchis 
B& J Reedy Diane Courtney 
Leonard Barr Hoctor & Byrd 
Maude Hilton Co Johnny Burke 
Francanas CANADA 
BOSTON EAST HAMPTON 
Keiths (R) 30 Granada (1) 27 
Dennis Day |; Cycling Astons 
Acromaniacs 2 Maxwells 
Clark Bros Les Henning 
Norvas & Upstarts Garcia 3 
BRITAIN 
ASTON Davies & Lee 
Hippodrome (1) 27) Lucerne Skaters 
Jack Haig V & M Norman 
Harmony 3 EDINBURGH 
Freddie Harrison | Empire (M) 27 
Norman Meadows Jack Radcliffe 
K & E Marah Ben Yost Co 
Sybil Dunn Mervyn Saunders 


Pat Trevor 

8 Merry Maids 
BIRMINGHAM 

Hippodrome (M) 27 

Campbell & 
Rogerson 

Borrah Minevitch 

Harmonica Rascals 

Maurice French Co 

Glenns 

Joe Crosbie 

Len Young 

Cawalini’s Dogs 

Jenny Howard 

Johnny Lawson $3 

BOSCOMBE 

Hippodrome (1) 27 

Felix Mendelssohn | 

Hawaiian | 
Serenaders 

Stewart & Ray 

Curzon 3 

Ed Morrelle 

Per & Paul 

Danvers & Doliane 

Jimmy Lyons 

BRIGHTON 

Hippodrome (M) 27 

Arthur Askey | 

Terri Carol 

Afrique 

Joe King 

Cleef & Moroney 

Danny Gravy 

Spence & Gray 

MacDonald & 
Graham 

Shamva 


Empire (1) 27 
Jimmy Charters 
Beth O’Dare 
Johnny Carlton 
David Cassidy 
G & D Beaty 
Les Cygne 4 
I & L Webb 
McDougal. 

& MacKay 
8 Dream Girls 

CHISWICK 

Empire (S) 27 
D & J O’Gorman 
H Norman & Ladd 
3 Monarchs 
Beryl Seton 
Slim Allan 
Victor Standing 
4 Yeomen 
Helen Damora 
Ariston 3 

DERBY 

Grand ‘(S) 27 
Suzette Tarri 
George Doonan 
Albert Whelan 
| Bobby Worth 
| Blipngtén 


| Jacqueline 


| Charlie 


Bartlett 
| L 


Dunbar 
Helen Norman 
Agnette & Syivio 
FINSBURY PARK 
Empire (M) 27 
Bebe & Belle 
Allan Jones 
Irene Hervey 
Krazy Komedy 
Kirks 
Leslie Strange 
Laconas 
Stevil Sis 
Hackford 
Sirdani 
Balcombes 
GLASGOW 
Empire (M) 27 


& Dovile 


| Nat Jackley 


Costello Twins 
Marianne Lincoln 
Jack Francois 


| Armand & Anita 


Dicx Beamish 
Denis Murray 
Sammy Curtis 
Bernard Albrow 
HACKNEY 
Empire (S) 27 
B & A Pearson 
Clapham 
Silvas 
Carlton 
& Massey 
EEDS 


Les 
Dick 


Empire (M) 27 
Jack Crisp & Jill 
5 Smith Bros 
Leslie Sarony 
Chas Ancaster 
Malcia 
G Riley & H Heller 


| Val & Monty 


Cooke’s Ponies 
2 Cromwells 
LEICESTER 
Palace (S) 27 
Jean Adrienne 
Eddie Leslie 
Leon Cortez 
Wilson Keppel & 
Betty 
I & S Davies 
Tamy Mara 
LIVERPOOL 
Empire (M) 27 
Danny Kaye 
Skyrockets Ore 
Dunhills 
Bill Kerr 
Archie Elray 
Rob Murray 
LONDON 
Palladium (M) 27 
H & C Marx 
Dave Barry - 
Harold Barnes ee" 


*beoocse 


Co 


| Noble & King 


| Eloise Kirk 


Max Bacon Donald B_ Stuart 
7 Zorzans 2 Rosinas 
W Latona & Sparks’ Duncan’s Collies 


Cabaret Bills 














NEW YORK CITY 
Bagatelle Ralph Lane Ore 
Dorothy Ross Hotel Plaza 
Striders Nicolas Matthey Or 
Jack Corlies Payson Re Ore 
Bive Angel Hoiel Roosevelt 
Haves Gordon Three Suns 
Louise Howard Paul Sparr Ore 
Stan Freeman Hotel St Regis 
Rose Murphy Laszlo & Pepito 
Herman Chittison 3 M Shaw Ore 
Martha Wright Hotel Statier 
Bop City Eddy Howard Ore 
Billy Eckstine Hotel Taft 
C Barnet Ore Vincent Lopez Ore 
Jackson 3 | iceland 
Cafe James Danny Lewis 
Jerry Bergen Harlan Dixon 
Amy Andrews | Eddie Nelson 
jack Prince Hiarry Forrest 
Leona Hall Perry Mayo 
Gordon Andrews Morris Lloyd 
Johnny Nazzaro } Line 
Care Society Jack Palmer Ore 
Jane Dulo | Latin Quarter 
Juanita Hall Joe Howard 
Geo Shearing Ore Roger Ray 
China Doli Helene & Howard 
Kanazawa ‘Troupe Lela Moore 
Jadine & Jackie Don Saxon 
Mei Ling Art Waner O 
Pupi Campo Ore B Harlow Ore 
Jose Curbello Ore Le Coq Rouge 
Line (7) Oscar Calvet Ore 
Florence Ahn Jack Towne Ore 
Wong Sisters Le Ruban Bleu 
Copacavana | Michael Brown 
loev Adams Bibi Osterwald 
Mark Plant | Joya Sherrill 
Tony Canzoneri 3 Riffs 
Beatrice Kraft Kirkwood & 
Mindy Carson Goodman 
Ramona Lange Norman Paris 8 
Penny Carroll Leon & Eddie's 
Jack Cassidy | Eddie Davis 
M Durso Ore | Shirley Dietz 
Alvares Ore Rita & Allen 
Diamond Horseshoe Marilyn Joyce 
ay Marshall Juhnny Crawford 
Lucienne & Ashour Bella Smaro 
Gil Lamb Shepard Line 
W C Handy | Art Waner Ore 
Jack Gansert |} No 1 Fifth Ave 
Billy Banks | Fletcher & Sheidy 
Chora! Sextet | Nancy Andrews 
Hi Sandler Ore Alan Ross 
Alvarez Mera Bob Downey 
Juenger Baliet Line Hazel Webster 
El Chico Harold Fonville 
Rosita Rios Old Knick 
Damiron & Gene Barry 
Paul Killiam 


Chapuseaux : 
Cloris Leachman 


Tina Ramirez : 

Los Guaracheros Bob McMenimen 

Vizcaino Ore John Silvei 
Havana-Madrid Gloria Manning 

Bob & Larry Leslie Al Cooper Orc 


Raquel & Rolando Old Roumanian 


Kenneth Buffet Sadie Banks 
Mildred Ray Line Bob Fitzgerald 
lrini Reyes Carmen Montoya 
Sacasas Ore Mickey Freeman 
Pancho Ore Joanne Florio 
Hotel Ambassador J0e¢ LaPorte Ore 
Fred Oliver Orc | D’Aquila Ore 


William Adler Ore Penthouse 


William Scotti Gloria Benson 
Hotel aaee | Billy Tabbert 
Blue Barron Ore | Yoh Oo Bryn 
Bill Lawrence ' Kurt Maier 
} Riviera 


Gringo Ore in, oo Wastin 
tel Imont-Plaza ony Ma P 
oo a | M & G Champion 

Jack Carter 


Birds 
peng ; Judy Lynne 


Burns’ 


Eddie Stone Ore — 
Castellanos Ore | Jefi — 0 
Hotel Biltmore walter Nye Gee 
Jack Edwards Ore , Ralph, Funt Ore 
Harold Barry noent Sena, 
Suzan ville }° . 4 s 
K Dutty i ome Manhattan Paul 
‘Harold Nagel Ore | The Blenders 
Hotel Edison | Shotsie Davis 
Henry Jerome Ore nee, & Saves 
w Yorker ‘ : 
eg MB ey Lucille Dixon Ore 
Ore Versailles 


| Kitty Kallen 


la D 
Johnny Flannaga Bob Grant Ore 


Mona McDonald " 
Joan Walden | Panchito Ore 
Aileen Graff | Village Barn 
Flouise Christiana | Mike Riley Ore 
Barbara Frazier Eileen & Carver 
Bruce Mapes Jr | Piute Pete 

Dick Price Village Vanguard 


Tony Bavaar | Josh White 
Michael Meehan | Marian Bruce 
Bill Knapp | C Williams 

Hotel Pierre Gene Field 3 
Artini & Consuelo | Waldorf-Astoria 
Betty Jane Watson | Eddy Duchin Ore 


Stanley Melba Ore ' Mischa Borr Ore 


CHICAGO 


Blackhawk Wonder Wheelers 


Brinckmann Sis, 


Nancy Bell Skating Blvdears 
Cody Sandiser Charles & Lucille 
Snuffy Klaus Jack Raflloer 


Harold Tomlin 
Bobby Peters Ore 
Chez Paree 

Billy Eckstine 
Willie Shore 
Chez Paree 
Adorables 
Paysees (2) 


Jerry Mapes 

G & B Du Ray 

Gloria Bondy 

Buddy Rust 
Paimer House 

Sid Caesar 

Maria Neglia 





: ; F 
Cee Davidson Ore | Lo ae 
Stan Kramer Co Ted Straeter Ore 


Lino Rhumba Orc 
Helsings 

Al Morgan 

Gil Robertson 

Eleanor Christian 

Adrianne Loraine 

Billy Chandler Ore 


Sherman Hotel 


Harry Hall 

Bill Snyder Ore 

| “Salute to Rodgers 
| & Hammerstein” 
Honey Dreamers 


Hotel Bismarck Ralph Sterlin 
Johnny Knapp | Jobe Kriza ” 
Joe Isbell | Ruth Ann Koesun 
Brad & Judy | Eric Braun 
J Brewer Ore | : : 
H Edgewater Beach _ Silver Frolics 
Claude Thornhill QO Garry Morton 
Marianne Fedele Allen ‘Sis 
Paul Haakon Jimmy Nelson 


Bud Prentice Ore 
Vine Gardens 

Lind Bros (3) 

Mickey Sharp 

Velma Sherry 

| Mel Cole Ore 


D Hild Dancers (6) | 
Yost Ambassadors 
fone to fill 

Hotei Stevens 
“Skating Circus” 
Betty Atkinson 


| Charles Hain |‘ Pancho Ore 





Al Gordon into Palladium, Lon- 
_don, during the Christmas panto- 
BAmes. |. eye? 3S 


aeaett ‘tee 
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HOUSE REVIEWS 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, June 29, 1949 





Musie Hall, N. Y.- 
Steve Evans, Win Mayo, Edna 
Rimmelin, Richard & Flora Stuart, 
M. H. Ballet, M. H. Glee Club, 
Rockettes, M. H. Symphony; “Look 
for the Silver Lining” (WB), Te- 
viewed in current issue of VARIETY. 





With Easter and Christmas al- 
ready taken care of with estab- 
lished fixtures, Music Hall initiates 
a new set piece currently in a 
Fourth of July spec that undoubt- 
ediy will become a yearly event. 
The Easter and Yule pageants are 
good for thousands of dollars in 
the Rockefeller till. On the basis 
o; the current presentation, patri- 
o{ism appears to provide room for 
considerably less emotional effect 
than religion. The b.o. undoubted- 
lv wilt reflect that. 

The much-vaunted $50,000 elec- 
trica! apparatus that M. H. lighting 
expert Eugene Braun has contrived 
in three years of work to simulate 
sky rockets and other Fourth of 
July fireworks is amazingly in- 
genious. It startlingly approac’1es 
the effect of the real thing. It’s 
an excellent bid for some new 
showmanship ideas in stage pres- 
entation. 

As a matter of fact, however, 
making anything else anticlimactic 
is the spectacularity of the Hall’s 


ballet presentation. It’s spotted 
first and it’s a hard act to fol- 
low. Like everything else in the 


show, it has a patriotic overtone. 


Gals are dressed in_ brilliantly 
shimmering costumes’ with tre- 
mendously wide skirts. Half the 
femmes are dressed in_ white, 
the other half in red. When 
they turn around, it is disclosed 
that the back of the glinting red 


costumes is white and of the white 
costumes is red. By dancing to- 
gether, and going through a variety 
of routines, a very unusual effect 
is achieved. It is topped off by 
he addition of another contingent 
with blue costumes to make for a 
stagefu.: of shimmering red, white 
and biue tor the blowoff. 
tatriotic motif kicks off in the 
manner of the Easter and Christ- 
mas pageants with tableau during 
the Symph concert prior to start 
of the show itself. There are two 
of these, keyed in with cloud ef- 
fects on a scrim. Backlighting re- 
veals on. to be the signing of the 
Declaration of Independence and 
the other the tolling of a bell ina 
stceple (if it is supposed to be 
Independence Hall and the Liberty 
Kell, the approximation is rough) 
before a crowd assembled on a 
vieen. Both “pictures” are beauti- 
fu.ly done in soft color and shadow 


to produce a really inspiring ef- 


iect. 

Even a patriotic theme is given 
to ‘“‘Ho-Ho-Kus, N. J.,” the novelty 
tune that the Andrews Sisters have 
recently popularized on a Decca 
disk, and which the Hall’s poet 
Jaureate, lyricist Al Stillman, co- 
authored. Fourth of July parade 
in the Jersey town is used as the 
format in which Win Mayo—in 


the guise of a Boy Scout in the! 


procession—sings the tune. Glee 
Club backs him up and there’s also 
an assist in the number from 
trumpeter Edna Rimmelin, who 
adds little. 


Two added acts to the Music. 
Hall staples are terpers Richard & | 


Stuart and comic Steve 
Stuarts 
which is moderately colorful, in 
the red, white and blue ballet 
number. Evans is mild in his 
standard drunk routine and an imi- 
tation of types of laughter in a 
typical audience. 

Rockettes get almost lost—or as 
lost as they can get—in the melee 
ot other color and the fireworks. 
They do their standard precision 
routines with the usual enthusias- 
tic reaction from the audience. En- 
tire show was produced by Leon 
Leonidoff, with the costumes de- 
signed by James Stewart Morcom. 
Herb. 


Fox, Detroit 

Detroit, June 28. 
Carle Orch (21) with 
Marjorie Hughes, Bob Locken, 
Mills Bros. (4), Benson & Mann; 
“Big Cat” (EL). 


Flora 
Evans. 


Fraikie 


Fox new summer policy of stage- 
shows got off auspiciously Friday 
(24) when a capacity audience 

ave a loud welcome to the “Carle 
ones Calling” revue. 

ror Carle fans, the show boasts a 
generous helping of his piano 


stvlings, including, of course, “‘Sun- | 


rise Serenade” as the show opener. 


Maestro’s daughter, Marjorie | 


Hughes, does a slick job with 
“Chick With the Band.” Baritone 
Bob Locken, the Sunrise Sere- 
naders and Miss Hughes then take 
turns—all nicely applauded—with 
such newies and old faves as ‘“‘Love 
Js a Beautiful Thing,” “How It 
Lies.” “If You Were the Only Girl” 
and “True to You in My Fashion.” 

Benson and Mann, clever comedy 
— generate plenty of belly 
aughs, 


A rugged blonde straight | 


do a cape dance, 


| 
'man and a deadpan little guy, they 


keep up a lively pace of smart pat- 
ter, satirical impressions and zany 
dancing. 

Mills Bros. click with mellow har- 
mony on “Til Then,” “Paper Doll,” 
“Lazy River’ and “You Always 
Hurt the One You Love.” 


Carle closes show with his 
“Carle's Boogie’ for additional 
kudoes. Tew. 


Chicago, Chi 
Chicago, June 24. 

Bunny Briggs, Bob Crosby, Vir- 
ginia Maxey, Professor Backwards 
(Jimmy Edmondson), Peggy Lee 
with Dave Barbour Quintet; “Nep 
tune’s Daughter (M-G). 

Ropes are up again here, with 
marquee lure fulfilling entertain- 
ment-wise on the inside. Bob Cros- 
by’s emceeing keeps pace at even 
tempo, while easy chatter warms 
house for greater reception. The 
55-minute early morning show won 
gusty approval. 

A youngster with song and dance 
talent, Bunny Briggs exhibits flashy 
multi-taps via slow motion antics, 
closing with nifty half-splits and 
shuffles. Negro terper has an ef- 
fortless manner and conveys idea 
he likes what he’s doing. So do the 
seatholders. 

Crosby, aside from m.c. chores 
and ribs about brother Bing, comes 
through in sock fashion with Vir- 
ginia Maxey of the Modernaires, 
in duoing two novelties, “Bumble 
Bee” and “Dum Dot Song.” Miss 
Maxey, a lush blonde on the petite 
side, adds to the bit, both as a 
looker and singer. Crosby does a 
straight on “Galway Bay” for gen- 
erous plaudits. Special material 
reterring to fate of being Bing’s 
brother, “Brothers of Famous 
Brothers,” practically unfolds life- 
story of the Crosby clan, with 
yocks thrown in for good measure. 
Light touch to undergod technique 
gets solid aud approval. 

Professor Backwards (Jimmy 
Edmondson) on one of his frequent 
visits to this house, still gets laughs. 
Blackboard sesh and effects of 
backward spelling and pronuncia- 
tions, are familiar but continue to 
amuse. 

Peggy Lee. backed by husband 
Dave Barbour’s Quintet, captivates 
in ‘Careless Hands.” Svelte 
sparkling gown and blue spot give 
s.a. to rendish of “Again” although 
very slow tempo didn’t project too 
well in large house. ‘Riders in the 
Sky” and encore “Manana”’ rate 
solid kudos. Miss Lee’s friendly 
stage presence also gets — 

reg. 


Palladium. London 
| London, June 21. 


Harpo & Chico Marx, Dave Barry, 
Harold Barnes, Warren, Latona & 
Sparks; Zorzan Troupe (8), Max 
Bacon, Donaid B. Stuart, Rosinas 
(2), Duncan’s Collies (2), Paul 
Fenhoulet & Orch. 


With Harpo and Chico Marx 
topping the current Palladium bill 
the accent is on comedy and, apart 
from the headliners, there are 
others in the show to sustain this 
motif. As an all-round bill it is 
one of the best of the season and 
should succeed in large measure in 
beating the current’ heat-wave 
which has settled on London. 

The Marx Bros.’ act, which prac- 
tically takes up the second half of 
the show, embraces their complete 
bag of tricks. There is the inevi- 
table opening with Harpo chasing a 
screaming blonde and trom then 
on there is 50 minutes of unre- 
strained tomfoolery which takes in 
a game of poker, a piano duet and, 
of course, the solo on the harp. 


At times there is evidence that 
the limitations of a vaude stage has 
a restraining influence on the 
comics and although there are mo- 
mentary lags it is on the whole a 
high-spirited, boisterous and clever 
act. 

Newcomer to London is Dave 
Barry, who makes an instant hit as 
a comedian. Doing everything 
from the noises on a radio show 
to impersonations of Winston 
Churchill and Franklin D. Roose- 
velt, with a running commentary of 
a boxing match and an advertising 
show, he works hard and rated the 
warm reception accorded him. 


Other newcomers include Harold 
Barnes, a graceiul tight-wire 
dancer whose range goes from 


boogie to ballet, and the Zorzan 
troupe, skilfull and daring spring- 
board acrobats. 

The Rosinas open show with a 
precision aerialist act which merits 
acclaim, followed by Donald B. Stu- 
art a conjuror with a facile way of 
debunking his own gifts. Warren, 
Latona and Sparks are a trio of 
high-spirited knockabout comedi- 
ans with a few new stunts added to 
their former act. Max Bacon relies 
more on personality than material 
but gets over. Apart from the 
Marxes. only other act in the sec- 
ond half is Duncan's Collies in 
slick line of canine capers. Myro. 


Palaee, N. Y. 

Edwards Bros. (3), Mary McLan- 
ahan, Anthony, Allyn & Hodge, 
Dennis Sis, (2), Willie West & 
McGinty, Coles & Atkins, Senator 
Murphy, Saul Grawman Co. (4), 
“The Green Promise’ (RKO) re- 
viewed in Variety March 9, °49. 





The Palace by now has estab- 
lished a high vaudeville standard. 
In the 50 some acts that have 
played here since the house re- 
opened nearly all were welcome on 
Broadway. Some of them made 
their debut Main Stem appearance 
at this house, while others came to 
this showcase because there is no 


other outlet for their talents in 
midtown. Booker Danny Friendly 
is deserving of much credit in 
bringing new talent to the enter- 
tainment scene. It’s a long chance 
at best, with new faces, but fortu- 


nately the majority have come in- 
to the money. Consequently, the 
occasional lapses can be forgiven. 

Of the new acts on this bill, the 
Edwards Bros. (3), Mary McLana- 
han (former drummer with Phil 
Spitalny) and Dennis Sisters (2), 
two do exceedingly well; and the 
other, Dennis Sisters, would prob- 
ably find niteries more in their 
metier. More of these probationers 
under New Acts. 

The others are in the high tradi- 
tion of the latter-day Palace. The 
highspot of the session is Willie 
West & McGinty, one of the best 
pantomimie turns on the boards. 
This act is a masterpiece of concep- 
tion and split-second timing. No 
strangers to vet vaudegoers, this 
“construction” entry evokes a mas- 
ter mitt. 

Another act of interest is Sena- 
tor Murphy who hasn’t been seen 
on Broadway in many years. Monol- 
ogist is probably using much of the 
material he used 30 years ago, and 
most of it is still good for laughs. 
His discourse on femme drivers is 
familiar and yet funny. Some of 
his observations on the American 
potitical scene are similarly laugh 
provokers, but he divorces good- 
taste when he goes into a tirade 
against Britain. It can antagonize 
those of the audience that believe 
in good-neighborliness. The Sena- 
tor has enough material to discard 
this bit and still walk off to a hot 
palm. 

Further comedy is. by Anthony, 
Allyn & Hodge spoofing the two 
man and woman adagio teams. Trio 
first impresses on straight ability be- 
fore going into the satires. Tricks 
are excellently conceived and hu- 
mor comes off brightly. 

Remainder of the bill comprises 
two dance acts, but there’s a degree 
of differentiation so that too much 
confliction is avoided. The Negro 
tapsters, Coles & Atkins, display 
alternately easy and energetic rou- 
tines to get off on the plus side, 
while Saul Grauman’s “musical 
staircase” is the highvoint of his 
turn. However, his three femme 
colleagues do long stretches of 
straight tap work. for the most part 
undistinguished, before hitting on 
the staircase routine. Aft-part of 
the act is their strongest. Jose. 


Capitol. Wash. 
Washington, June 26. 
Kaye Orch (16) with 
Don Cornell, Laura Leslie, Tony 
Alamo, Kaydettes (3) and Rol- 
lettes (3); “Let’s Live a Little” 
(EL). 


Sammy 


Sammy Kaye's smart package is 
perking up b.o. for Loew’s Big F 
Street house, though even this pop 
outfit is having its troubles buck- 
ing the heat and the general slump. 
Those who keep the Capitol pleas- 
antly filled, however, get their 
money’s worth in an hour of top 
tunes, vocal standouts, 


la pair of tunes, best of which is| 


“My Big Sister.” 

Rollettes do a dazzling acro skat- 
ing routine, exhibiting some amaz- 
ing feats of balance and muscular 
control. A good touch of variety 
to the musical keel of show, and. 
garner much mitt action. 

Feature of show, and the big 
lure for the customers, is undoubt- 
edly the Kaye devised novelty, “So 
You Want to Lead a Band,” popu- 
lar on airwaves as well as in vaude. 
Audience participation angle is 
neatly handled, with plenty laughs, 
but no roughing up of the payees. 
New angle has been added in lucky 
number device, with would-be lead- 
ers picked by lot. Act has been 
well hypoed here with a “Miss Per- 
sonality” contest to choose an eye- 
filling gal to pick the numbers. 
Also added is grand prize of a new 
car to final winner. Entire routine 
of 15 minutes runs smoothly, with 
good-natured cooperation from gal- 
leries. Winner at show caught was 
a 10-year-old boy, adding interest 
to the stunt. House rocks with en- 








thusiasm for this one. Lowe. 
Apollo. N. Y. 

Louis Jordan Band (9), with 
Paula Watson, Sammy Hines & 
“Eddie,” Calypso Boys (3), Will 
Mastin Trio; Virginia Lee (2); 


“Highway 13” (SG). 

The Apollo should be in for a 
week of solid biz. Sock bill headed 
by Louis Jordan, his band and col- 
ored revuers should pull the Har- 
lem vauder out of recent doldrums 
for a healthy gross. Jordan has en- 
larged what used to be his Tympany 
Five to a nine-piece outfit, compris- 
ing three rhythm, three trumpets 
and three saxes (including the 
maestro). He also carries the same 
group of acts h~* had on his recent 
N. Y. Paramount appearances. 
They click even better here. Aside 
from commercial, tricky arrange- 
ments, band not only scores ter- 
rifically on its own, but also gives 
expert backing to the bill. 


Crew tees off with a sizzling 
“Nobody Here But Us Chickens” 
and “Cole Slaw” with Jordan on 


the vocals, as a hefty pacer. Other 
items, also sold to the hilt, are 
“Schooldays Boogie’ and “Don’t 
Cry, Cry Baby.” From then on 
Jordan weaves in and out of the 
other acts and sustains comedy mo- 
tiff via barbs and pseudo-hoofery. 
it all adds up to a show-stopping 
session. 

Runnerup for top honors is the 
Will Maston Trio, male comedy and 
hoofing team sparked by Sammy 
Davis, Jr., son of Mastin’s other 
partner’ After some neat cleat 
work, the younger lad takes over 
for slick impressions of Hollywood 
greats and other clownatics which 
register high on the applause 
meter. 

Paula Watson, hefty songstress 
whose recording of “Little Bird 
Told Me” catapaulted her into 
the big-time league of chirpers, also | 
wins top results with her vocals) 
and pianoing. She introes with | 
“You Broke Your Promise” and 
really goes to town on “St. Louis 


| Blues,” “You Better Heed” and. of 


i them here. 


an acro-! 


skating act, and the popular ‘So’ 


You Want to Lead a Band.” 


Maestro Kaye keeps himself in 
the background, giving his boys 
the spotlight. Emcee and baton 
chores are handled easily and 
modestly, adding a pleasant, in- 
formal note to routine. The mild- 
mannered leader, however, has 
whipped his troupe into a well- 
irtegrated, smooth-playing band. 
The clowning and gagging that so 
delights the galleries detracts 
nothing from the music, which, de- 
spite the predominance of brass, 
is on the sweet side. 

Straight orch numbers consist 
of such hits of the disk circuit as 
“Powder Your Face With Sun- 
shine,” with vocals by the Kay- 
dettes. male trio; “Baba Re Bop,” 
featuring “Chubby.” the — saxo- 
phonist in a vocal stint: and “Kiss 
Me Sweet,” with highlights by the 
three trumpeteers. Don Cornell, 
besides making the third of the 
Kaydettes, solos in “Again” and 
“Raiders in the Sky.” Lad’s tenor 
makes good listening, and manner 
is straightforward. 

Tony Alamo steps from the band- 
stand to do two romantic ballads, 
‘14 Winds and 7 Seas” and “Care- 
less Hands” in conventional style. 
Chantoosey Laura Leslie scores in 


course, “Little Bird.” for tumultous 
returns and a begoff. 


Virginia Lee, ofay looker aided 
by an unbilled male stooge, gets 
her slick acrobatics over neatly. 
Sammy Hines & “Eddie” contrib an 
amusing ventro stint that tickled 
Hines is adept with his 
voice tricks, and the material is 
fresh enough to keep payees inter- 
ested and laughing. 

For the finale Jordan brings on 
the Calypso Boys for solid comic 
version of “The Way You Look To- 
night” to close. Edba. 


Olympia. Miami 
Miami, June 25. 
Penny Singleton, Ben Beri, Van | 
Kirk, Hermanos Williams Trio, Bob | 
Freeman, Freddie Carlone House | 
Orch; “Streets of Laredo” (Par). | 


| 
{ 
| 
{ 


Pleasing layout sparks things 
here this week. 

In Penny Singleton, lineup has_ 
a film lovely whose’ material, | 
though not too potent, pleases the 
stubholders. Entertaining mixture 
of gab, songs and dance gets over 
neatly. 
_ Ben Beri clicks with his smooth 
Juggling interspersed with com- 
edics. 

Local winner (Miami Daily 
News) of a youth talent contest 
with this booking as prize is Bob 
Freeman. Youngster shows possi- 
bilities via a well-handled ap- 
proach to the pops; though the 
necessary confidence and  show- | 
manship is still to come. 

Van Kirk with his British music 
hall type of humor hits for hetty 
laughs on songs and mugging. 

Hermanos Williams Trio score 
with the guitar and vocal accomped 
acroantics that work smoothly for 


the full returns in gas ~ 
plause. net ee ae 


Freddie Carlone’s 





orch played 


background show capably. Lary, 





ee | 
Strand, N. Y. 

Red Ingie’s Natural Seven, with 
Karen Tedder; George Church & 
Morilyn Hale, Don Cummin gs 
Sonny Howard, “Colorado Terri. 
tory” (WB), reviewed in Varirry 
May 18, °49. . 


Though it contains no really 
outstanding names with the excep. 
tion of Red Ingle’s Natural Seven 
which turns up eleven (men) on 
this large stage, the current Strang 
show is good entertainment from 
start to finish. Each act is ex- 
tremely satisfactory. 

Ingle’s schewball didoes are the 
main attraction. His musie-comedy 
antics go over solidly from the 
early piece with Karen Tedder, in 
which he picks truit, rubber balls 
etc., from her Carmen Miranda-style 
headgear, while she’s doing “The 
Man With the Big Sombrero” to the 
closing “Timtayshun,.”” with Ingle 
garbed in a_nightshirt It’s his 
first date on Broadway and though 
the expanded combo looks a bit 
lost on the Sirand’s elevator, it 
does a job. 

George Church and Marilyn 
Hale, of the original “Oklahoma!” 
cast, a clever pair of tapsters, do 
their stuff at the start. Knocking 
off double and solo tap routines 
each of which is brief and excel: 
lently worked, they draw strong re- 
action. It’s a swell act of its type: 
the only drawback being the rather 
dull costuming of Church, who 
wears a solid dark blue outfit. Miss 
Hale, a smooth and exceptionally 
capable performer, is lightly and 
brightly outfitted. 

Don Cummings, who at one time 
spun ropes instead of jokes, is a 
funny character. His spot material 
is not at all new and not always 
effective, but it’s smartly delivered. 
He goes over with the meat of the 
turn, however, which is a copy of 
ted Skelton’s old television gag. In 
this Cummings takes the part of a 
video announcer promoting liquor 
and a girdle product. He _ gets 
progressively drunk and tries the 
girdle on for size. It fractures the 
audience. 

Sonny Howard is one of the 
cleverest of his type to show up in 
many a moon. A vocal imitator of 
prominent singers, he has such 
voices as Frankie Laine, Mel 
Torme, Rose Murphy. Ink Spots’ 
Billy Kenny. Jack Smith, Billy Eck- 
stine, Tony Martin and Jan Peerce 
down to the most minute manner- 
ism. He avoids the standard Bing 
Crosby, Frank Sinatra and Perry 
Como copying, using the most dif- 
ficult style singers. Clicks heavily. 

Wood. 


National. L’ville 
Louisville, June 24. 

Toni Weaver, The Royals, “Ace 
of Spades,” Lee Stuart, Carol 
Blaine, Bob & Arthur, Honk Dan- 
nacher’s Orch (7); “Caravan” 
(EL) and “Whispering City” (EL) 
(reissues). 

Modest low-budget bill 
this week. 

Toni Weaver, personable dancer, 
opens with a Mexican tap routine 
and Hawaiian hula for nice re- 
turns. The Royals follow and score 
with zany ballroomology. Had the 
customers howling, and offed to 
swell hand. 

Cowboy singer Lee Stuart hits 
with tenoring of “Candy Kisses” 
and “Have You Ever Been Lonely.” 
Carol Blaine, comely vocalist, 
comes on for a brief piping of 
“Moon Belongs to Everyone.” Bob 
and Arthur give a neat exhibition 
of handbalancing for okay returns. 

Biz fair. Hold. 


Philly’s Flock 


Continued from page 27 aoa 


for TV beauty contests. This one 
is backed by  Thornton-Fuller, 
Dodge-Plymouth dealers. Account 
was placed by J. Cunningham Cox 
Agency. Live commercial has an- 
nouncer Bill Hart dressed as 4 
Thornton-Fuller service man, 

The “Mrs. Philadelphia” contest, 
which still has to preem, is to be 
produced by Oscar Neufeld, vet- 
eran promoter of the ‘Miss Phila- 
delphia” contest, who lost his fran- 
chise in the Atlantic City handi- 
cap, but still produces the “Miss 
Philadelphia” contest. That's why 
the WCAU-TV selection has to be 


on tap 

















called “Miss Greater Philade!phia,” 


as Neuteld apparently holds ail 
rights and patents to the previous 
title. ; 

Philadelphia woman, Mrs. Marie 
Strohmeier, won the “Mrs. Amer- 
ica” title last year at Asbury 
Park, N. J. Starting July 7, the 
married entries will be seen over 
WPTZ for nine half-hour programs 
each Thursday from 9 to 9:30 p. ™ 

This year’s contest will be spon 
sored by the Reddi-Whip Co., of 
Philadelphia. Account was placed 
by Abner J. Gelula & Associates. 
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B'way Press Agents Defend Selves 


. ws Siete estas ns ray eUOE s 
Vs. Bleat of Maine Amus, Editor »:::%."*s.s:.2°st2-m 


’ Top New York legit press agents+ 
contend that Harold L. Cail, 
amusement editor for the Portland, 
Me., Press Herald and Evening 
Express, must have been thinking | 
of “two other guys when he ac- 
cused Broadway publicists of 
prushing off small-town critics. In 
a roundup of reaction to Cail’s ad- 
monitory letter printed in the 
June 22 issue of VARIETY, the flack 
fraternity says that Cail has not 
only been receiving their news 
handouts but has printed them be- 
sides. As for press seats, the p.a.s 
claim that there's generally a wide 
open door for deserving hinterland 
critics. ; 

Joseph Heidt, general press rep- 
for The Theatre Guild, writes in 
reply that “Mr. Cail was certainly 
misinformed by ‘one of the men 
prominently mentioned in the re- 
vival program’ when he ‘Said that 
the reason out-of-town critics were 
not put on press release lists was 
because ‘the press agents were 
afraid that they would ask for 
tickets.” Heidt asserts that in 
handling requests from _ out-of- 
town drama critics to Theatre 
Guild and other shows, he “cannot 
recall when an agent refused any 
requests, even though shows were 
selling out weeks in advance. 
Fully realizing the importance of 
non-New Yorkers as theatre-goers, 
Heidt says “there is no point in 
these United States that should be 
left uncovered by the Broadway 
theatrical field.” 

Also stressing Broadway's need 
to inform the provinces, Nat N. 
Dorfman, p.a. for Max Gordon pro- 
ductions and other shows, points 
out that frequently “the publicity 
man of a hit show is swamped with 
requests (for tickets) and it be- 
comes impossible, much as he 
wants to, to take care of all who 
legitimately are entitled to them.” 
“But most hinterland critics are 
taken care of,’ Dorfman says, 
“even for the top hits, if the press 
agent is notified in plenty of time.” 
As for legit news, Dorfman states 
that he sends a column of general 
theatre news to over 50 of Ameri- 
ca’s top newspapers which is used, 
among other places, in Cail’s Port- 
land paper. 

‘Fed Plenty Material’ 

James D. Proctor, p.a. for 
“Death of a Salesman,” produces 
documentary evidence proving that 
Cai. was invited to the show and 
was fed plenty of feature material, 
some of which he used. In addi- 
lion, Proctor states that he’s in- 
vited “hundreds of editors around 
the country to see the show.” Solid 
press coverage achieved by ‘“‘Sales- 
man,” Proctor says, was made pos- 
sible because “the management 
will fight to get a pair of seats for | 
a visiting editor regardless of 
whether or not my own press list | 
has been oversubscribed.” | 

Claiming that he and other press 
agents are always “ready to roll 
out the red carpet” for any amuse- 
ment editor in a key city, Ber- 
nard Simon, p.a. for “The Mad- 
woman of Chaillot,” says the valid 
points in Cail’s letter “emphasizes 
the great need of the League of 
N. Y. Theatres (or the new Pro- 
ducers’ committee or some _ co- 
operative group) to set up a joint 
publicity office.” Simon says that 
it’s necessary “to make news- 
paperman like Mr. Cau teei that 
the theatre cares a lot about his 
interest, and that of his readers.” 

Reiterating a general complaint 
of the publicists. George Ross, 
P.a. for “Kiss Me, Kate’’ and oth- 
ers, points out that visiting news- 
Papermen usually expect flacks to 
produce free ducats at a moment's | 
notice. Press agents for smash hits | 
usually control only four tickets 
per performance, which doesn't 
leave much room for instant satis- 
faction of the out-of-town drama 
legmen, according to Ross. 

Stan Brody, press rep for The 
Center theatre, says he wishes Cail 
had said “some of the press agents 
are not cooperating with him in- 
Stead of ‘none.’” Cail, and 500 
other suburban and out-of-town 
drama desks, are serviced by 
Brody with releases on “Howdy, 
Mr. Ice of 1950.” 

Harry Davies, p.a. for “Two 
Blind Mice,” contends Cail appar- 
ently built up a case only from 
isolated instances of what Mr. Cail 
would deem inhospitality on the 
Part of a press agent which might 
very well be due to pressure of 
work or mislaying of correspon- 
dence.” Press agents, Davies says, 
8et sometimes as much as 50 re- 





Rap for Presenter 
Of Pennsy ‘Tales’ 


Boston, June 28. 

John Parker Samuels of Lancas- 
ter, Pa., currently directing the 
Keene summer theatre, Keene, 
N. H., was freed in $300 bail for a 
municipal court appearance this 
week. He was charged by Harris- 
burg, Pa., police with being a fugi- 
tive from justice and “fraudulent 
conversion” in connection with 
complaints over the alleged failure 
to provide refunds to 1,000 persons 
when “Tales of the Vienna Woods.” 
starring Miliza Korjus, was post- 
poned in Allentown, Pa., on June 6. 

The production, under Samuels 
sponsorship, was set for Harris- 
burg, Allentown and Wilkes-Barre, 
but never played. 


New Material 
For Liberty’ 


With Moss Hart, who's directing, 
in overall charge of revisions. con- 
siderable new material was insert- 
ed in ‘“‘Miss Liberty” late last week 
at the Forrest, Philadelphia, where 
it’s trying out. More than 30 min- 
utes have reportedly been cut from 
the musical. 

Mary McCarty has been given a 
new song, “Me and My Bundle,” 
replacing ‘“‘Monotony,” and a new 
dance number is being devised for 
it by Jerome Robbins. Although 
the “‘Monotony” dance was one of 
the highlights of the show, it was 
figured to be out of key with the 
rest of the material. 

The composer has also written 
another new tune for Miss McCarty 
for the second act of “Liberty.” 
It’s called ‘“‘Next Time I'll Know 
Better.” In addition, the staging 
of the Statue of Liberty song, to 
the verse by Emma Lazarus, has 
been revised and a new scene writ- 
ten to introduce it, with the num- 





ber now becoming virtually the 
finale for the show. 
With the musical playing to 


standees at all performances, the 
extra week (fourth) of the engage- 
ment was completely sold out the 
day after the sale opened. Even 
with the revisions and extra re- 
hearsals, it’s expected that the 
huge grosses will enable the show 
to elmost break even on the try- 
out. 


Emile Littler in U. S. 
To Scout ‘Liberty’ 
And Talent for Casino 


London, June 28. 

Producer Emile Littler hopes to 
get in on the negotiations for 
“Miss Liberty” earlier than other 
British producers. He's flying to 
the U. S. tomorrow (Wed.) to gan- 
der the Irving Berlin-Moss Hart- 
Robert E. Sherwood musical while 
it’s playing at the Forrest, Phila- 
delphia, before hitting New York. 
Littler is London producer of ‘‘An- 
nie Get Your Gun,” now in its 
third year. 

While in the U. S., Littler will 
also attempt to line up acts for 
his “Latin Quarter” revue cur- 
rent at the Casino, London. 

He returns to England July 8 
by air te attend the opening of his 
production of “Waltzes in Vienna.” 
Mrs. Littler accompanies him. 








Pair for Interstate 
Dallas, June 28. 
Although it is early in the sea- 
son, it seems assured that two legit 
shows at least, and possibly more 


will play here this fall under aus- | 


pices of Interstate Theatres. 

“Private Lives,” with Talullah 
Bankhead, and ‘Streetcar Named 
Desire” are the likely bets. No 
definite dates set. 
quests a day for seats, “and they 
are only human.” 

Davies, summing up the case for 
the legit flacks, says: “Heaven 
knows that maintaining friendly 
relations with newspapermen is 
our bread-and-butter and that it 
would be folly for us press agents 
to incur their displeasure. And 
that goes as well for the small-town 
editor as it does for bigtown 
scribes. We need all of you, be- 
lieve me. But give us a break, will 


you?” 


will not be allowed. 
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‘MEYER DAVIS’ NEW 
INVESTMENT SYNDICATE 


ormed by Meyer Davis. It is a 
limited partnership, with $50,000 
capital. Among the shows in 
which the group has shares are 
“Anne of the Thousand Days,” 
“Death of a Salesman,” ‘Miss 
Liberty” and the upcoming “Mont- 


serrat,” “Gentlemen Prefer 
Blondes” and “That Lady.” 
Unlike most limited partner- 


ships, which give backers 50% of 
the net profits, this wil] pay 90°% 
of the net to the members. the re- 
maining 10°> going for adminis- 
trative expenses Besides _ this 
legally-charted partnership Davis 
also has a private syndicate which 
invests larger amounts in legit. In 
that case, however, the producer- 
orchestra leader merely farms out 
pieces of his own show investments 
on an informal basis. 

The new _ partnership, incor- 
porated as Meyer Davis Associates, 
has Davis as the general partner 
and the following limited partners: 
Maurice Perin, attorney for the 
Pimlico racetrack, $1,111; W. C. 
MeMillen, controller of Eagle Lion 
films, $2,222; former newspaper 
publisher J. David Stern and Mrs. 
Stern, $2,500 each; actress Lynn 
Gordon, $3,333; orchestra leader 
Ray Bloch, $5,000; Edith K. 
Bralove, wife of the owner of the 
Shoreham hotel, Washington, 
$5,000, and Davis, $5,001. 


Gotta Buy Own 
Flowers, Likker 
And Wives’ Coifs 


One of the immediate reforms 
of the Committee of Theatrical 
Producers will be a limit on ex- 
penses for production personnel 
during out-of-town tryouts of 
Broadway shows. In the cases of 
big musicals, such expenses have 


| who created the 


run as high as $4,000 or more in | 


the past, but an effort will be 
made to cut the amount to a mini- 
mum. 

The idea will be to set a definite 
minimum per-day amount for pro- 
ducers, authors, directors, de- 
signers, etc., out of town. 
items as personal long-distance 
phonecalls, telegrams, purchases 
of flowers, lavish room. service 
checks and even beauty treatments 
will be eliminated. Also, bills for 
wives of production § personnel 


The limit on various items of 


Such | 


getting the show 


expense will be set by a CTP sub- | 


committee and announced to the 
members. It’s figured the rules 
can be easily enforced, since the 
producers all plan to circulate pro- 
duction budgets and financial state- 
ments among the membership. 
Also, on the basis of the precedent 
set by the CTP, it’s expected that 
all Broadway producers, including 
non-members of the CTP, will be 
forced to limit their expenses for 
out-of-town tryouts, as most back- 
ers will demand conformance to 
the practice. 

Other plans of the CTP include 
a setup for rental by the members 
of each others’ electrical, 
and other production equipment 
and an effort to expand the Show 
Train idea of the New Haven 
railroad and persuade other lines 
to adopt similar excursions. In- 
stead of waiting until fall, the 
CTP will open an office, with a 
fulltime secretary, aS soon as pos- 
sible. Arthur Schwartz, secretary 
and acting chairman of the group, 
is in charge. 


Theatre 49 15G Black 
Dallas, June 28. 

At the close of its third season 
Dallas’ Civic Theatre ’49 has come, 
up $15,000 on the right side of the 
books. 

The eight plays produced in 30 
weeks under the direction § of 
Margo Jones drew a total attend- 
ance of more than 42,750, aver- 
aging 90% of capacity. 








$3,000,000 Aud for Vancouver 
Vancouver, June 28. 

A new 12,000-seat Coliseum cost- 
ing $3,000,000 is to be erected here 
by the Pacific National Exhibition. 

Plans indicate building will be 
used as showcase for symphony 
orchestras, sports events, meetings 
and exhibition purposes. Construc- 
tion is expected to begin in 1950. 


sound | 


‘ 


Central Ticket Bureau to Get Major 
Attention at Producers’ Meeting 





Flamm to Eye London 
Play; Has Plan for N. Y. 


Donald Flamm, who hopes to co- 
present “The Late Edwina Black” 
on Broadway next fall, sails July 
6 on the Mauretania to attend the 
premiere of the London produc- 
tion, which he is co-producing with 
Peter Daubeny. The melodrama is 
playing a tryout tour of the prov- 
inces 

Cast includes Raymond Huntley, 
Catherine Lacey, Stephen Murray 
and Beatrice Varley 


Cut Goodbye’ | 
Nut to $11,000 


Operating nut of “Goodbye, My 
Fancv” has been cut to $11,000. 
and the management now hopes to 
keep the Fay Kanin comedy run- 
ning at the Fulton, N. Y., into fall, 
with Ruth Hussey starred. If busi- 
ness warrants at that time, Miss 
Hussey and the present company 
will continue on Broadway indefi- 
nitely. 

In that Madeleine Carroll, 
leading role and 
the cast for a sum- 
mer vacation in Europe, would 
head a second company, opening 
Sept. 19 at the Shubert, Boston, 
and touring from there. Other- 
wise, the Broadway run will be 
ended and the present company 
will tour with Miss Carroll. Star 
is under contract until mid-Jan- 
uary. 

Miss Hussey, who recently moved 
from Hollywood, intends to live 
east indefinitely and remain in 
legit. 


Case 


recently left 





Touring ‘Hamlet’ mn 
Get Paid in Germany 
Playing for the Army 


The U. S. company 
playing “Hamlet” at Elsinore, 
Denmark, will receive regular 
salaries when it plays two weeks 


currently 


+ 
vv 


of performances before occupation , 


army audiences in Germany, be- 
fore returning home. The money 
will be paid by Blevins Davis, pro- 
ducer for the tour, as the Army is 
for nothing by 


supplying merely transportation 
and living expenses. 
Decision to pay the company 


for the German tour was reached 
after Actors Equity stepped into 
the situation. Previously, the ac- 
tors were to have been paid for 
the Elsinore engagement, but to 
have done the Army performances 
gratis. German tour opens July 
2 at Badnauheim, with subsequent 
performances July 6 at Wiesbaden, 
July 9 at Erdingmunich, July 12 
at Vienna and July 15 at Linz. 
The company includes 
Breen, Walter Abel, Aline Mac- 
Mahon, Clarence Derwent and 
Ruth Ford. 
Big ‘Hamlet’ Preem 
Copenhagen, June 21. 
American production of 
“Hamlet,” which preemed at the 
old Elsinore Castle, Kronborg, 
June 17, under the direction of Nat 
Karson, was accorded a critical 
response that «aried from enthusi- 
asm over the costumes and staging 
to objections over the many cuts 





The 


Robert | 


in the presentation. The exception- | 


ally long notices also commended 
the actors for their fine perform- 
ances. Tremendous interest was 
given to the many technical in- 
novations. 

Karson’s unusual lighting effects 
were directed by him from the 
first row of the audience, where he 
gave orders to his assistants via a 
hand mike. 

The American Embassy char- 
tered a special train for the Elsi- 


nore premiere and a big reception | 
was held at the Marienlyst hotel | 


after the performance. 





Gets Texas Permit 
Austin, June 28. 
Geller Theatre Workshop of 
Los Angeles has been granted a 10- 
year Texas permit. Arthur P. Bag- 
by, residing here, was listed as 
Texas agent. 
Capital was listed at $50,000. 


Turmoil over the theatre ticket 
distribution setup in New York has 
boiled down to several basic issues. 
One is whether there should be a 
central ticket office for the sale of 
seats for all shows, another is 
whether, as suggested by N. Y. in- 
vestigation commissioner John M. 
Murtagh, all ticket brokers 
should be eliminated. The others 
are whether the commission- 
er has the legal right to conduct 
his current probe of ticket scalping 
and whether the state business law 
setting a limit of 75c in broker fees 
tor tickets is constitutional 

The question of the establish- 
ment of a central ticket office will 
be one of the chief matters dis- 
cussed tomorrow (Thur.) at a 
meeting of the Committee of The- 
atrical Producers, which Murtagh 
and his assistant, James H. Sheils, 
will attend. The producers hope 
to get a comprehensive report on 
the extent of abuses under the 
present ticket distribution system, 
as uncovered by the current inves- 
tigation, and the commissioner’s 
ideas about an improved setup. 
Meny of the producers favor the 
establishment of a cooperative tick- 
et office, with various branches 
throughout the city, but figure 
there are numerous complicating 
factors to be considered 

Opposition to Murtagh 

There appears to bé considerable 
opposition to Murtagh’s suggestion 
that brokers should be eliminated 

and not only from the brokers 
themselves. It’s pointed out that 
no one else is equipped to supply 
such services as orders by phone, 
delivery of tickets and charge ac- 
counts. It’s conceded that there 
are wholesale abuses of the exist- 
ing setup, and that a drastic cut in 
the number of brokers might be de- 
sirable. Also, it’s felt that the 75e 
limit on broker fees should be in- 
creased. 

As Murtagh expanded his scalp- 
ing probe this week to cover all 
the remaining 66 agencies, several 
legal moves were under way to test 
his authority. Jesse Moss, attorney 
for Jack Rubin, served the com- 
missioner with an order for a court 
hearing to show cause why he is 
entitled to the brokers’ books and 
records. At the same time, Joseph 
A. Deutsch, co-proprietor of the 
Cohn agency, began legal action to 
appeal revocation of the agency's 
license Monday (27) by N. Y. li- 
cense commissioner Edward T. Me- 
Caffrey. 

According to Moss, Murtagh is 
avoiding a showdown on the legal- 
ity of the 75c limit on fees by hav- 
ing revocations based on the tech- 
nical violations of improper book- 
keeping. He also claims that the 
present setup, under which Mur- 
tagh refers cases to McCaffrey’s of- 
fice with a recommendation for 
revocation, tends to deprive the 
brokers of their rights. 

There has been no _ indication 
thus far whether the 34 agencies 
whose records have been sub- 
poenaed this week by Murtagh 
would surrender them, or would 
follow Rubin’s example in fighting 
the case. 


Schoop’s Ballet Music 


Hollywood, June 27. 

Paul Schoop will do the ballet 
music for “My L. A.,” a musical 
revue William Trenk will produce 
here in August. European com- 
poser and pianist will also work 
with Sammy Fain on dance ar- 
rangements of songs written by 
Fain and Bob Hilliard. 

His sister, Trudi Schoop, is stag- 
ing the dances. 


Smith to London 


Carleton Smith, director of the 
National Arts Foundation, planed 
to London Saturday (25) for a 10- 
week tour of Europe in search of 
artists to appear in the U. S. under 
the auspices of the Foundation. 

In England he will negotiate to 
bring over the Glyndebourne 
Opera Co.’s productions to Prince- 
ton in 1950. 


Student Showboat in H.O. 


Hiram, O., June 28. 
Business was so good for the 
showboat Majestic, manned by stu- 











dents of Hiram college, that the 


boat prolonged its stay at East 
Liverpool, O., an additional week, 
staying there until June 26. 

Program alternates between 
“The Drunkard” and “You Can't 
Take It With You,” as well as five 
acts of vaudeville. 
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Time of Life’ Sock 9G at Westport 
Strawhat; Added Seating Helps Pay Off 


Westport, Conn., June 28. 

Westport Country Playhouses, 
opened in 1931, will pay off for the 
first time this season because of 
210 seats added in reconstruction 
of theatre this year. “The Time 
of Your Life,” which teed off here 
June 20, grossed $9,000, generally 
selling out at night, with two 
matinees under capacity. Depend- 
ing on further subscription sales, 
which limit intake, house can 
gross $10,000. Eddie Dowling and 


Meg Mundy headed “Time” cast 
Lawrence Langner and Armina 
Marshall made additional invest- 


ments in this property to meet 
upped operating costs and to re- 
coup some of their capital invest- 
vent. House previously has paid 
expenses, but that’s about all, own- 
ers benefiting principally by using 
the spot as a showcase for their 
Broadway interests. Previous 
capacity was 479. House record 
at this capacity was $7,700 for 
“John Loves Mary,” with Guy 
Madison, last year. Theatre has a 
$3.60 night top; $2.4u, matinee. 

John C. Wilson is again co-pro- 
ducing with the Langners but will 
not be locally active this summer 
because of Broadway directing 
chores (west coast ‘‘Kiss Me Kate” 
and musical “Gentlemen Prefer 
Blondes.’’). Martin Manulis, of 
Wilson’s New York office, is again 
managing director; Herbert Brod- 
kin, production manager; Ralph 
Lycett, press and promotion; Mar- 
tha Kniil and Don Glenn, box- 
office. 





Active Conn. Season 
New Haven, June 28. 

As the hub of a five-spoke straw- 
hat wheel in southern Connecticut, 
this community is getting set for 
a potentially active season here- 
abouts. 

Milton Stiefel’s Ivoryton Play- 
house tees off its 20th anniversary 
season July 1 with Joan Blondell 
doing the Helen Hayes role in 
“Happy Birthday.” Others on the 
schedule include Marie Powers in 
“The Telephone” and “The Me- 
dium.” Paul Lukas in “Accent on 
Youth,” Eva Le Gallienne in 
“Corn Is Green,” Billie Burke in 


a new one, “Southern Exposure.” | 


Clinton Playhouse will be oper- 
ated this year by The Connecticut 
Theatre Colony, under manage- 
ment of Mr. and Mrs. Charles 
Quigley. Season opens June 28 
with “‘For Love Or Money” and 
performances will run Tuesdays 
through Sundays. Second bill is 
“It Pays to Advertise” (July 5-10). 
Marvin Kline is set as director. 

Lewis Harmon goes into his 
fourth Guilford season with open- 
ing of Chapel Playhouse on July 4. 
Guest-star policy will again pre- 
vail, initial show being Richard 
Arlen in “Jason.” Number two 
attraction will be “Lady in the 
Dark,” with Carol Bruce topping 
the cast. July 18 bill stars Ann 
Dvorak in ‘Anna Lucasta,” and 


July 25 has Chester Morris in 
“Who Done It?” (nee “Dark 
Tower’’). 


Southbury Playhouse will be re- 
peat-impresarioed by Jack Quinn, 
teeoff being ‘‘Voice of the Turtle,” 
due July 2. Others on the agenda 
include “Life With Father” and 
“Man Who Came to Dinner.” 

Number five on the list unfurls 
a newcomer when the Broadway 
Players take over the Center Fire- 
house in North Haven under the 
wing of William Cullen. Tenta- 
tive opener is “Personal Appear- 
ance,” due July 5. Director is 
Henry Lasco. Other shows include 
“Glass Menagerie,” “Love From a 


Stranger,” “Suds in Your Eyes,” 
“There’s Always Juliet.” Per- 
formances. will run Tuesdays 


through Saturdays. 





Raksin Score for Strawhat 

Hollywood, June 27. 
David Raksin, who wrote 
“Laura,” has been signed by Sam 
Rosen to write the score for ‘Ar- 
rangements for Strings,” which 
will open in Easthampton, L. L, 
Aug. 8. 

Ann Revere, Tom Helmore, J. M. 
Kerrigan and Mary Drayton have 
top roles in the cast. Bonnie Cashin 
is designing the costumes. 





Hartmans’ Cast Set 

“Up to Now,” revue in which 
Grace and Paul Hartman will tour 
the strawhat circuit this summer, 
will include Johnny Barnes, Jack 
Albertson, Merle Albertson and 
Budd Rogers. It will have songs 
by Clay Warnick and sketches by 
pack Roche, James Ellis and Harry 





Herman, with the latter producing | 
and directing. 

The Hartmans’ radio series Sat- 
urday mornings on WOR, New 
York, will be recorded in advance 
from whatever spot the couple is 
playing, possibly with guest inter- 
views with stars appearnig at near- 
by stands 





Lukas in ‘Play’s Thing’ 
Syracuse, June 28. 
Artists Playhouse will 
make its bow July 4 at Fayette- 
ville with Paul Lukas in Molnar’s 
“The Play’s the Thing.” Resident 
company and guest stars will offer 
a 10-week program in auditorium 

ef Fayetteville highschool. 

Other guesters underlined are 
Bela Lugosi in “Arsenic and Old 
Lace,” week of July 11; Eva Le 
Gallienne, “Corn Is Green,” July 
19: Diana Barrymore, ‘‘The Phila- 
delphia Story,” July 25, and Guy 
Madison, “Light Up the Sky,” 
Aug. 8. Ann Harding, Sam Levene 
and Henry Morgan are tentatively 
dated. 


Famous 


John Larsen is director; Philip 
McEneny, stage manager, and 
John Blankenchip, sets and cos- 
tumes. Famous’ Artists, local 


group, is headed by E. R. Vade- 
bonecoeur, of station WSYR, and 
Murray Bernthal, music prof at | 
Syracuse U. 





Olney’s 8G for ‘Night’ 
Olney, Md., June 28. 


Despite a general show biz 
slump in the Washington area, 
“Night Must Fall,” with Leon 


Janney and Viola Roache, grossed 
| more than $8,000 past week at 
Olney theatre, bettering the pre-| 
ceding week's take of Frances 
Starr in “Corn Is Green.” Show 
fared better at pens of local cricks 
than its predecessor. 
| Guy Madison in “John Loves 
|Mary,” current at this sturdy 
strawhatter, looks promising, with | 
great interest in p.a. of screen | 
star. Advance on “Pygmalion,” | 
starring Sylvia Sydney, due here 
July 5, is very hefty. 

Producer Richard _ Skinner 
booked Ruth Chatterton in “Lovers | 
and Friends” for week of Aug. 2. 





Sole weeks still unbooked are} 
those of Aug. 16 and 30. | 
Case’s Strawhats 
Announcer-actor Nelson Case} 


and his actress-wife, Nondas Met- | 
calfe, will play several weeks of 
strawhats together this summer at 
| the Town Hall theatre, West New- | 
bury, Mass. Actress opens Mon- 
day (4) in “The Heiress,” and Case 
starts July 1 in “Home of the 
Brave.” 

Winding up his “Ford Theatre” 
and Lowell Thomas announcing as- | 
signments this week, Case will do 
an audition record of a new Hank 
Ladd program for NBC, in which 
he’ll announce, 
straight parts. He’s president of 
the New York local of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Radio Artists. 





‘Weakness’ at Chatham 
Chatham, N. Y., June 28. 

Glenda Farrell in “The Fatal 
Weakness” opened the first season 
of summer stock at the Crandell 
theatre, Chatham, N. Y., last night, 
with Helmut Dantine and Edith 
Atwater in “No Time for Comedy” 
as the following attraction. 

Week of July 12 will see “On 
the Town,” with Jan Dulo, James 
Jewell, Ruth Webb, Don Weismul- 
ler and Jonathan Lucase. Mady 
Christians in “The Vinegar Tree” 
is slated for the week of Aug. 2; 
Tom Drake, in “Her Cardboard 
Lover,’ Aug. 16; Ann Dvorak, 
“Anna Lucasta,” Aug. 23; John 
Loder, “For Love or Money,” Aug. 
30; Ann Harding, “Yes, My Darling 
Daughter,” Sept. 6. 

Resident company includes Mor- 
gan Lawrence, Kathleen Phalen, 
Ann Sullivan, Stephen Parker and 
Alice Thorsell. 





Revised Saratoga Lineup 
Sa-atoga Springs, June 28. 
Revised lineup of plays and 


guest stars for the third season of , 


summer stock under the aegis of 
John Huntington at the Spa thea- 
tre includes a new revue, “From 
Adam to Atom,” with Grace and 
Paul Hartman, and a new opera 
by Vittorio Gianini, based on Haw- 
thorne’s ‘“‘The Scarlet Letter,” 
| with Metropolitan Opera artists. 
Curtain goes up the night of 
‘July 4, with Guy Kibbee in “On 
Borrowed Time.” Other produc- 
tions will be: “The Philadelphia 
Story,” with Sarah Churchill, 
playing opposite Jeffrey Lynn; 
“The Importance of Being Earn- 
est,” with Estelle Winwood: 
“Blithe Spirit,” featuring Arthur 
Treacher; “Burlesque,” with Bert 


sing and play) 


Lahr, and “Let Us Be Gay,” with 
Kay Francis. 

Huntington is dropping his pol- 
icy of opening Tuesday evening 
and closing with two Sunday per- 
formances, in favor of Monday 
night premieres and Wednesday 
and Saturday matinees. 





D. C. Strawhat Opens 
Washington, June 28. 

Preem past Sunday (26) of town’s 
new summer theatre, Meridian Hill 
Park, under aegis of Productions, 
Inc., with Elisabeth Bergner in 
“Amphitryon 38,” was attended by 
much fanfare in local press. Even 
editorial pages kudoed group of 
“little people’? who had raised the 
necessary nut to tackle capital’s 
legit snarl. 

Reaction of public in terms of 
b.o. not yet tangible. Advance was 
not heavy, with townfolk skeptical 
about outdoor theatre after recent 
experience with Judith Anderson 
in “Medea,” which ran into acous- 
tical trouble. 

Most important angle of the 
government-owned, rent-free, out- 
door theatre is the fact that it is 
non-segregated. First night, with 
an audience of about 20° Negroes, 
was without incident and resulted 
in a volley of press acclaim. 

Staff for the Washington theatre 
festival comprises Horton Foote 
and Vincent Donehue, exec direc- 


tor; general manager, Winston 
O’Keefe; public relations, David 
Polland, for Fredericks - Morrow 


Co.; production manager, Edward 
McHugh. 





Cleve. Group’s Takeover 
Malden Bridge, N. Y. 

The Valley Players, a group from 
the Cleveland Playhouse which has 
leased the Malden Bridge Play- 
house for this season from Mr. and 
Mrs. Walter Woods (Eunice Os- 
born), will open July 6 with “Kiss 
and Tell.” 

Other productions listed, in se- 
quence, for Wednesday - through - 
Sunday evening performances are: 
“The Imaginary Invalid,” “Another 
Part of the Forest,” “The Bat,” 
“Goodbye Again,” “Home of the 
Brave” (or a new play) “I Remem- 

Continued on page 52) 


Up to 62 New 
Shows Slated 
For Strawhats 


Considering cancellations and 
last-minute entrees, about 50 to 55 
new plays will actually be offered 
on the strawhat circuit this sum- 
mer. According to reports from 
summer theatre operators, 62 new 
shows have been pencilled in or 
mentioned as tryouts. 





Newcomers to VARIETY’s list in- 


cludes Father Francis P. Moran’s 
“The Glorious Mystery” and T. C. 
Murray’s “Illumination.” Both 
will be done at the Boston college 
summer theatre, Chestnut Hiil, 


| Mass., with “Mystery” set for two. 
days beginning tomorrow (Thurs.). | 
“Tllumination” is slated for presen-_ 


tation July 7-8. Norman Ford’s 
“The Man Who Grew Younger” 
will be put on at the Bedford Hills 
(N. Y.) community house the week 
of July 2. Also scheduled for the 
same week at Nantasket, Mass., is 


| “Set the Stage,” new revue by Ger- 
De- | 


ald Brown and Donald Carter. 
Witt Bodeen’s “Bright Cham- 
pagne” began a week’s engagement 
at the Pasadena (Cal.) Playhouse 
last night (Tues.). 

“The Dwarfing of Denny Mal- 
lory,” by Harold Jaediker, will be 
tested at the Greenwood Garden 
theatre, Peaks Island, Me., the 
week of July 25. “A Question of 
Time” will be tried out that same 
week at the Tanglewood theatre, 
Falmouth, Mass. The Camden Hills 
(Me.) summer theatre will offer 
Elliot Baker’s “We Were Young” 
the week of Aug. 9, and “While 
the City Sleeps,” a new musical by 
Alfred Dumain and Richard Cutts 
the week of Aug. 30. A new revue. 
“Take a Dream,” by Bernard Welch 
and Alice Lee Edwards, will be 
presented at the Peterborough 
‘N. H.) summer theatre the week 
of Aug. 24. 

Harold Lynch’s “Mary Lou and 
the Beasts” will be offered at the 
Bryn Mawr (Pa.) summer theatre 
the week of Aug. 10. Arthur 
Brandon's “Brave New World” is 
scheduled for the Bridgeport 
(N.Y.) Playhouse the week of Aug. 
17. And a new opera by Vittorio 
Gianinin, based on Nathaniel Haw- 
thorne’s “The Scarlet Letter.” will 
get its initial presentation at the 
Spa theatre, Saratoga Springs, 
N. Y., the week of Aug. 22. 





| Inside Stuff—Lesit 


Elia Kazan, currently in London to stage the West End production of 
“Death of a Salesman,” was the object of an angry column recently by 
Beverley Baxter, drama critic of the Evening Standard, Lord Beaver. 
brook tabloid. Basis of the piece was an interview several weeks ago in 
the N. Y. Herald Tribune, in which Kazan was quoted as saying of the 
British, “Their own theatre is effete and they’re always predisposeq in 
favor of an American production.” 

Noting sarcastically that Kazan had not seen the London stage since 
1938, the Canadian-born critic and member of Parliament wrote that 
“there is developing an almost unbridgeable gap between the British 
and American theatre, and we should rejoice that it is so.” He re. 
ferred to the “photographic” realism of the U. S. theatre, and addeq 
“Beauty, poetry, the imaginative and the intangible also have their 
place as the London theatre is proving at this golden hour.” 

Asserting that several of the current West End hits would never 
“survive for a month on Broadway,” the writer cracked, “At last our 
theatre has found a public which will support the unusual and experi. 
mental—not merely a small, precious, posturing public, but a big rep 
resentative one. 

“More and more,” he continued, “the British theatre is leaving rea}. 
ism to newspapers and the film, and finding glory in the mystery and 
witchery of words. The poets are on the march and the actors are 
meeting them at the summit of the hill.” 

Incidentally, of the 25 shows running in the West End last week 
three hit musicals and three plays were Broadway imports, while three 
other U. S. play hits and two more musicals are to be presented there 
soon. 





Backers of Martin Manulis and Edwin Knill’s recent road revival of 
“Present Laughter,” with Edward Everett Horton, included producer 
Gant Gaither, $2,100; Harry Fleischman, general manager for Gilbert 
Miller, $1,400; actor Jose Ferrer, $700; producer Richard Aldrich, $700; 
actress Peggy Wood, $1,400; authoress Bella Spewack, $350; actress 
Elaine Ellis, $350; program publisher Al Greenstone, $1,050; producer 
Alexander H. Cohen, $350; producer John C, Wilson, $1,050; actor Alfred 
Drake, $1,050; producer Francis I. Curtis, $350; actress Jessie Royce 
Landis, $350; actress Nanette Fabray, $350; photographer Florence 
Vandamm, $350; producer Eddie Rich, $350; actor Donald Cook, $1,050; 
actor Jackie Kelk, $350; producer Armina Marshall, $350; producer 
Theresa Helburn, $350; producer Carly Wharton, $700; producer Leon- 
ard Sillman, $700. 

The $35,000 investment was a total loss. 





Agent Paul Small snared Ezio Pinza as a client because Leland Hay- 
ward couldn’t make up his mind between pulling for his interest ag 
producer in “South Pacific” or as vice-prexy of Music Corp. of America, 
according to N. Y. Sun columnist John McClain. Small, according to 
McClain, became Pinza’s agent after the opening in “South Pacific” as 
a result of a shot-in-the-dark telegram which disclosed the singer had 
no 10%-er. Small now figures that Pinza, on the basis of film and con- 
cert deals, will gross around $500,000 a year. Hayward explained that 
he let this plum get away because “as his agent, I want to get him out 
of the show as fast as I can and into a big movie deal. As the pro- 
ducer, I want him to stay in the show forever. Which Hayward wins?” 





N. Y. Times made a much better showing than the N. Y. Herald 
Tribune or the N. Y. News, according to mail order returns from a 
| display ad placed in the three papers by the management of “Miss 

Liberty.” Of the 11,609 identifiable returns, 8,316 (71.69%) were from 
| Times readers, 1,666 (14.4%) from News readers and 1,627 (14%) from 
Herald Tribune readers. There were also 4,739 unidentifiable returns. 
The ad in question was not placed in the N. Y. Mirror the same date, 
by the Saturday editions of the New York evening papers that week- 
end. 

Analysis of the mail was made by the Times. 





VARIETY’s out-of-town reviews were recommended last week in a 
letter from a reader to the editor of the N. Y. World-Telegram as a 
way for the public to get an advance estimate of incoming Broadway 
shows and thereby getting tickets through the boxoffice. The writer 
noted that he’d used that method in seeing all the smash hits from good 
seats without payment of any broker’s fee or other extra charge. 

Many people have given up playgoing entirely because the price of 
tickets, plus extra charges, has become prohibitive, the letter added, 





A song festival, pointing up the community spirit of all religious 
faiths in Bayside, N. Y., was held Sunday (26) on producer John Golden's 
estate in Little Neck Bay. Golden, a resident cf Bayside for 25 years, 
suggested the event to symbolize religious tolerance and showcase local 
talent choral groups. Meantime, proposal to change the name of a 
Bayside street to John Golden lane has been held up for further com- 
mittee investigation in New York City’s council. 





Ralph T. Kettering’s antecdote in the Chicago Tribune recalls 1902 
and details how L. Frank Baum went about getting “The Wizard of Oz” 
produced. Baum offered it to Fred Hamlin, who didn’t bother reading 
the script, but produced it on the premise that his family had made a 
fortune out of a patent medicine called Wizard Oil. 


EE — en 


Legit Bit 
Rose Goldstein, formerly assist- | Blondes” Walter Fried, co- 
ant to Anthony Farrell, joined Producer of “Death 7 a ot 
staff of Show-of-the-Month Club, #2," vacationing at Loon 4 
as executive assistant to president | N- Y-, Until the closing last —_ 
Sylvia Siegler. Incidentally, the | 42¥ (25) of “Anne of the Thoust 
-membership of SOMC has’ now | D@ys.” he was company manager 
reached 2,140 . . . William Norton, ° the show. He plans a Broadwiy 
who recently returned from a long | Production in the fall of “The Bir 
tour as company manager of Cage,” by Arthur Laurents. 
“Annie Get Your Gun,” goes out) George Englund, actor-son of 
in the same capacity with “Kiss | Playwright-scenarist Ken Englund, 
Me, Kate” . . . Meyer Davis goes arrived east over the weekend t0 
to Sorrento, Me., next week for appear in the white edition 
the summer . . . Move by N. Y,|“Anna_ Lucasta,” with Lizabet 
councilman Edward A, Cunning- | Scott, at the McCarter theatre, 
ham to sneak through his previ-| Princeton. He was in the curren 
ously-tabled stage censorship bill | production of the play at the Cor- 
has been dropped again, after | onet, Hollywood. Actor will 
various legit groups arranged to | screentested by Samuel Goldwya 
appear against it . Leonard in August... According to reports 
Spiegelgass, who adapted Damon from the Coast, where Anthony 
Runyon’s “Tight Shoes” for the | Quinn is playing the male lead im 
screen, may write ‘the book for the | “Streetcar Named Desire,” the * 
“Guys and Dolls” musical based tor is being approached by severa 
on Runyon characters. Robert | film studios, but is under contre 
Carson withdrew from the assign-|for the play through the 194% 
ment. | season. a he 
Michael Myerberg has decided| John Patrick dramatizing Gwet 
to lease the Mansfield theatre,|alyn Graham's novel, “Earth am 
N. Y., for use as a television stu- | High Heaven,” for fall-winter mt 
dio, but hasn’t signed a deal . . .| duction by Russell Lewis and va " 
The Shuberts still negotiating with ard Young, possibly as a vehicle -4 
NBC for the lease of the Belasco, | Margaret Sullavan... David re 
N. Y., for a video outlet . . . Wil- plans a fall presentation of oe 
liam Gaxton being considered for | Valency’s adaptation of the ; e 
the male lead in the musical ver-| Giraudoux play, “Intermezzo, 
jsion of “Gentlemen Prefer | Continued on page 52) 
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‘Total Legit Grosses 


The following are the comparative figures based on Variety's 


boxoffice estimates, for last week (the fourth week of the season) 
and the corresponding week of last season: 


This Last 

BRCADWAY Season Season 

Number of shows | RA ee 17 22 
Total weeks played so far by all shows.... 72 100 
Total gross for all current shows last week. $422,900 $478,500 


Total season’s gross so far for all shows... 


$1,798,600 $2,119,000 


Number of new productions so far......., 0 2 
ROAD 
(Excluding Stock) 
Number of current touring shows reported. 9 14 
Total weeks played so far by all shows..... 47 59 


Total road gross reported last week 


Season's total road gross so far 


$244 900 
$1,320,200 


$324,900 
$1,472,600 





Ms 








Chicago. 
po YOU REMEMBER WHEN— 

Katie Emmett was a great ten- 
twent-thirt star in “From East to 
West” (1902). 

Walter Huston and Bayonne 
Whipple played a sketch, “Shoes,” 
on the Orpheum Circuit (1919). 

Wellington Cross, the 4 Marx 
Bros. and Van & Schenck were on 
the same bill (1919), Orpheum Cir- 
cuit. 


Courtney Sisters, Claude Gil- 
lingwater and Edith Lyle, Irene 
Franklin with Burt Green, were 


on one bill over the Orpheum Cir- 
euit (1915). 

Norman Trevor played the lead 
with Grace George in “The Ex- 
quisite Hour” (1922). 

Willie and Eugene Howard had 
equal billing in George White's 
“Seandals” (1936) with Helen 
Morgan in the cast. 


Orson Welles did his “Julius 
Caesar” with Tom Powers as 
Brutus and Edmond O’Brien as 
Mare Antony (1938). 

Alla Nazimova and _ Claude 
Rains played “The Good Earth” 
for the Theatre Guild (1932) with 
Sydney Greenstreet in a_ small 
role. 

Ernest Truex played “Whistling 
in the Dark” (1932) and Claire 
Trevor was in the cast. 

Eva Le Gallienne gave a better 
performance of “L’Aigion” than 
the esteemed Maude Adams (1935) 
and Averell Harris was Metternich. 

Jane Cowl and John Halliday 
Starred in “Rain From Heaven” 
and Lily Cahill, Staats Cotsworth 
and Jose Rubens were in the cast 
(1935). 

Lunt & Fontanne played “Am- 
phitryon” (1938), with Richard 
Worf, Sydney Greenstreet in the 
cast. 

Sir Cedric Hardwicke played 
“Shadow and Substance,” but Julie 
Haydon and Sara Allgood stole the 
show (1938). 

Walter Hampden’s repertoire 
was ‘Richelieu,’ ‘‘Hamlet,’ “Mac- 
beth” and “Servant in the House” 
(1934). 

Eugenie Leontovich played 
“Grand Hotel” and in the cast 
were Sam Jaffe, Albert Van Dek- 
ker and Hortense Alden (1931). 

William Faversham and Henri- 
etta’ Crosman played “Getting 
Married” and Hilda Spong, Charles 
Cherry and Lumsden Hare were 
Supporting players (1917). 

Maude Fulton was both star and 
author of “The Brat” and the cast 
included Edmund Lowe and Ruth 
Boucicault (1917). 

Grace Hayward (widow of 
George Gatts, and who wrote 

Graustark” which Variety forgot 
to mention in Gatts’ obit recently), 


More Memorabilia 


By Ralph T. Kettering 


| Starred in 








“The Easiest Way” 
(1915). 

Bill Brady produced “Life” with 
Walter Hampden, Phillip Dun- 
ning and Effingham Pinto sup- 
porting a million dollars worth of 
scenery (1915). 

William Courtnay and Tom Wise 
were starred in “Cappy Ricks” 
(1919) 

George W. 
“Angel Face” 
and Sarah 
1918). 

The Selwyns’ ‘“‘Why Marry.” had 
a cast including Nat Goodwin, Ed- 
mund Breese, Ernest Lawford. 
Beatrice Beckley, Estelle Win- 
wood, Arnold Daly (1917). 

Bill Brady produced “The Man 
Who Came Back,” and the cast 
comprised Conrad Nagel, Clarence 
Derwent, Mrs. Russ Whytal, Mary 
Nash and Maud Campbell (1918). 

Joseph Santley starred in “All 
Over Town” and Walter Jones, 
Roy Atwell and Williams & Wolfus 
were in the cast (1918). 

Mrs. Leslie Carter did a tabloid 
of “Zaza” on the Orpheum Circuit 
(1938), and on the same bill were 
Pat Rooney and Marion Bent, 
Keno & Green (Mitzi’s mom and 
pop) and Long Tack Sam. 

Henry Kolker starred in “Our 
Children” (1915) and the cast held 
Charles Ruggles, Cecil Owen, Mrs. 


Lederer 
with Jack 
MecVicher in 


produced 
Donahue 
the cast. 


Franklyn Underwood and Chris- 
tine Norman. 

The ‘Ziegfeld Follies” (1917) 
had W. C. Fields, Fanny Brice, 
Bert Williams, the Fairbanks 


Twins, Eddie Cantor 
King all in one cast. 

Donald Brian, Peggy Wood and 
Ralph Morgan were co-starred in 
“Buddies” (1920). 

Irene Fenwick (Mrs. _ Lionel 
Barrymore) starred in “The Song 
of Songs” (1915), and in the cast 
were Richard Dix and Tom Wise. 

Emily Ann Wellman was tops in 
Elmer Reizenstein’s (Elmer Rice) 
“On Trial” and Helene Lackaye 

Continued on page 52) 


SPIKE JONES HEFTY 246, 
‘CABALGATA’ 206, SF 


San Francisco, June 28. 
Spike Jones wound up the third 
and final week of his “Deprecia- 
tion Revue.” chalking up a_ hefty 
$24,000 when the curtain fell Sun- 


and Allyn 





day night (26) at the 1,775-seat 
Curran. House will remain dark 
until Monday (4), when “Briga- 


doon” opens. 

“Cabalgata,” the Spanish revue, 
hit a tremendous $20,000 for a 
third week at tae 1,550-seat Geary, 
where it’s playing to $3.60 top. It 
shutters June 30, with Menasha 
Skulnik set to bring ““What a Guy” 
into the house for a one-nighter. 


“BLOOMER GIRL’ NEAT — 


$51,000 IN ST. LOUIS, 


St. Louis, June 28. | 
“Bloomer Girl” wound up its | 


first local outdoor stand of seven 
nights Sunday (26) at Forest Park 
al fresco theatre with a neat $51.- | 
000 despite so-so reviews. 

Victor Herbert's “The Fortune 
leller” has been revived for the 
fifth time, piece teeing off a seven- 
night run last night (Monday) be- 
fore a mob of 9.800 who laid an 
estimated $3.500 on the line. Those 
clicking in lead role are Mack Har- | 


rell, of the New York Met Opera, 
who is making his sole p.a. this 
season; Ruth Gillette, comedienne, 


in her first local bow: Rose-Marie 
Brancato, back for the first time 
Since 1945, and Jack Goode and 
Robert Shafter. who scored last 
week in “The Bloomer Girl.” Out- 
Standers in support are Joe E 
Marks, Edwin Steffe and Melton 
Moore. 


USA’ OVER 396 
ROBERTS’ OK 
$1980, CH 


Chicago, June 28 

Major conventions and flock of 
out-of-towners, stimulated by open- 
ing of Chi Railroad Fair (25), are 
giving two legiters here a healthy | 
play. “Inside USA” and “Mr. 
Roberts” look like only summer 
stayers thus far, with lack of prod- 
uct reason for four’ shuttered 
houses. 

Estimates for Last Week 

“Inside USA,” Shubert (6th 
week) (2,100; $4.94). Upped over 
last week. Over $39,000. 

“Mr. Roberts,” Erlanger (41st 
week) (1,334; $4.33). Still garner- 
ing excellent returns. Fine $19,- 
800. 





‘Streetcar’ Big 27G In 
L. A; ‘Brigadoon 523; 
‘Blackouts’ at Capacity 


Los Angeles, June 28. 

“Brigadoon” continues to please 
Los Angeles enough to pace the 
field as the top money-getter, and 
Irene Selznick’s national company 
of “A Streetcar Named Desire” has 
lived up to its promise with a rous- 
ing first week at the Biltmore. 

Ken Murray's “Blackouts,” which 
marked the start of its eighth year 
Friday (24) at the El Capitan, 
shows no slackening and holds at | 
capacity. This is due to the fact! 
that word is getting around that | 
Murray is taking his show to New| 
York within a few weeks. Repeat- | 
ers, tourists and locals who figure | 
this is their last opportunity to 
catch it are beating a steady path 
to the boxoffice. 

“Anna Lucasta” fails to do more | 
than get by at the small Coronet. 


Estimates for Last Week 


“Anna Lucasta,” Coronet (2d wk) 
(255: $3.60). Weak $2,300. 


“A Streetcar Named Desire,” 


Biltmore (Ist wk) (1,636; $4.20). 
Strong $27,000. Actual = gross 
doesn't give complete picture of 


attendance since the Theatre Guild 
season tickets, at a cut-rate, keep 
down the cash intake. Without the 
Guild rate the gross would be well 
up to $30.000. 

“Blackouts of 1949,” El Capitan 
(366th wk) (1,142; $2.40). Just 
under top capacity with $17,100. 

“Brigadoon,” Phiiharmonic Aud. 
(3d wk) (2,670; $4.80). Big $52,500. 


Bway Wilts After Strong Start; 
Girls’ $36,800, Bolger $37,800, 
Hussey-Fancy 11/56, ‘Ear 296 





MUNSEL-“MARIETTA’ 
SOCK $53,000, PITT 


Pittsburgh, June 28 


Perfect weather, the perennially 
popular “Naughty Marietta” and 


b.o. draw of Patrice Munsel com- 
bined to give summer opera com 
pany third biggest gross in its 
four-year history at Pitt Stadium 
last week Victor Herbert oper 
etta grossed sock $53,000 in six 


performances, having been topped 
in past only by “Show Boat,” 
which ran longer, and “The Great 
Waltz.”’ 


“Marietta” started off big and 


built every night, besides getting 
a break from the elements. There 
was the threat of rain only one 
evening and that quickly passed 
Biggest factor in the big take, 
however, was believed to have 


been Miss Munsel, who in the past 


has been available here only to 
the longhairs. 
Current show is “Vagabond 


King,” with Polyna Stoska and 
Edward Roecker heading the cast, 
and advance for this one is big, 
too. 


Liberty Capac 
$43,200, Philly 


Philadelphia, June 28 
Only variation in biz of ‘Miss 
Liberty,” the Sherwood - Berlin - 
Hart musical now in its third week 
of a tryout at the Forrest, has been 


|in the number of standees Last 
week — musical’s second local 
session — saw it again zoom over 
$43 200. 


Sale of seats for added fourth 


week, here resulted in expected 
sellout. A Fourth of July matinee 
has been substituted for that of 


Wednesday, July 6. 

After departure of “Liberty,” 
Philly will have its usual summer 
lull although there is considerable 
talk of the Forrest’s relighting 
prior to traditional Labor Day, pos- 
sibly early in August. Several 
musical tryouts are lined up for 


| the fall including one tune version 


of Anita Loos’ “Gentlemen Prefer 


Blondes” and the Guild’s ‘Pursuit | 


of Happiness.” 


24G, Montreal 


Montreal, June 28. 

“Finian’s Rainbow” picked up a 
near $24,000 last week at His 
Majesty’s (1,579) with house 
scaled to a $3.94 top. 





‘Fintan’ 





Current Road Shows 


(June 27-July 9) 


“Blackouts of 1949”—E] Capitan. 
L. A. (27-9). 


“Brigadoon” — Philharmonic, 
L. A. (27-2); Curran, Frisco (4-9). 
“Harvey” — Mayfair, Portland 


(27-29); Temple, Tacoma (30); Met., 
Seattle (1-9). 

“Inside U. S. A..""—Shubert. Chi 
(27-9). 

‘““Miss Liberty” — Forrest, Philly 
(27-9). 

“Mr. 
(27-S). 

“Streetcar Named Desire’’—Bilt- 
more, L. A. (27-9). 


Roberts” — Erlanger Chi 


+ For the third week in succession, 


legit attendance opened strongly 
on Broadway last week, but sagged 
at the weekend. Business was gen- 
erally off a bit for the whole week, 
with only the top hits not affected. 

There were no openings or clos- 
ings last week, but ‘Anne of the 
Thousand Days” and “Madwoman 
of Chaillot” began eight-week lay- 
offs “High Button Shoes” ends a 
fine run Saturday night (2), and 
goes to the subway circuit 


Estimates for Last Week 
Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama), 
CD (Comedy-Drama), R (Revue), 


i (Musical), O (Operetta) 

Other parenthetic figures refer 
to seating capacity and top price, 
meluding 20°% amusement tax. 
However, estimates are net: t.e., 
rclustwe of tax. 

“Anne of the Thousand Days.” 
Shubert (29th wk) (R-1,378:; $4.80). 
Rose slightly, apparently from 
the last-minute rush of those who 
wanted to see Maxwell Anderson 
drama before it recessed; resumes 
Aug. 22: got about $20,000 last 
week 

“As the Girls Go,” Winter Gar- 
den (32d wk) (M-1,519; $7.20). Has 
been drawing early summer tourist 
trade, but dipped to $36,800 

“At War With the Army,” Booth 
(17th wk) (C-712; $4.80). Has been 
getting by in recent weeks; skidded 
to around $6,300. 

“Born Yesterday,” Miller (177th 
wk) (C-940; $4.80). Has been about 
breaking even, but dropped to $5,- 
500 

“Death of a Salesman,¥ Morosco 


(20th wk) (D-931; $4.80). Getting 
everything the house will hold; 


$24,400 again. 

“Detective Story,” Hudson (14th 
wk) (D-1,057; $4.80). One of the 
spring clicks is regularly near the 
capacity mark; eased a bit to $21,- 
800. 

“Goodbye, My Fancy,” Fulton 
(31st wk) (CD-966; $4.80). Fay 
Kanin comedy is now using two- 
for-ones; dropped last week, but in 
the black at almost $11,500. 

“High Button Shoes,” Broadway 
(90th wk) (M-1,900; $4). Current 
week is the final for this musical 
comedy smash; nearly $25,000. 

“Howdy, Mr. Ice of 1950,” Cen- 
tury (5th wk) (R-2,964; $2.88). 
Family-type spectacle is a natural 
for out-of-town trade; off to $33,- 
000. 

“Kiss Me, Kate,’ Century (26th 
wk) (M-1,654; $6). One of the “big 
three’ that gets the standee limit 
all performances; $47,100. 

“Lend An Ear,” Broadhurst (28th 
wk) (R-1,160; $6). Musical has 
been showing hefty staying quali- 
ties and looks set for a lengthy 
run: topped $28,900. 

“Madwoman of Chaillot,” Be- 


lasco (25th wk) (C-1,077; $4.80). 


Recessed Saturday (25) for the 
summer; relghts Aug. 22; sagged 
to $16,200. 

“Mister Roberts,” Alvin (71st 
wk) (CD-1,357; $4.80). Smash serv- 
ice play still has amazing vitality; 
nearly $34.0C5. 

“South Pacific,” Majestic (12th 
wk) (M-1,659; $6). Gets the ab- 
solute limit of standees all times; 
$50,600. 

“Streetcar Named Desire,” Bar- 
rymore (82d wk) (C-920; $4.80). 
Holdover from the 1947-48 season 
shows ample b.o. stamina; almost 
$16.000 

“Two Blind Mice,’ Cort (17th 
wk) (C-1,064; $4.80). Samuel Spe- 
wack comedy has been about hold- 
ing its own recently; nearly $8,000. 

“Where’s Charley?” St. James 
(37th «wk) (M-1,509; $6). One of 
the season’s top smashes; another 
capacity $37,800. 









































I want to thank my friends, all along the way, who helped 


make my first Broadway show, ‘High Button Shoes,’ possible. 


Lois Lee 


Completing 94th and Final Week as the Ingenue Lead in the Original New York Cast 
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Strawhat Review 


Pretty Penny 

New Hope, Pa., June 20. 
Leonard Field production of revue 
two acts (17 scenes), with sketches by 
Jerome Chodorov, music and lyrics by 
Harold Rome. Staged by George S. Kauf- 
man; dances and musical numbers staged 
by Michael Kidd; settings, Paul Morrison; 
costumes, Kenn Barr; musical direction. 
Harold Rome. At Bucks County Play- 
house, New Hope, Pa., June 20, 49; $3 
»p. 
$08 ith David Burns, Lenore Lonergan, 
Marilyn Day, Barbara Martin, Carl Reiner, 
Michael Kidd, George Keane, Diane Sin- 
clair, Ken Spaulding, Peter Gennaro, Jay 
Lioyd, Wana Allison, Phyllis Gehrig, 
Wayne Lamb, Barbara McCutcheon, Eve 
lvn Taylor, Robert Morrow, Onna White, 
William Skipper, Bud Sweeney, John Hen- 
son, Walter Scheff, Barbara Weaver, and 
pianists George Davis and Joseph Antman. 


in 





excellent 
ma- 


This intimate revue, 
fare for strawhats, is doubtful 
terial for Broadway, unless it can 
be enormously punched-up and 
tightened. It’s figured that the pro- 
duction can be brought in for 
$100,000, which should improve the 
chances of getting the backing and 
make it a more likely bet to pay 
off. Even so, in its present state, 
the show lacks strong enough ma- 
terial or persuasive enough per- 
formance to rate as a prospective 
hit on Broadway. 


The general idea of “Pretty 
Penny” (and at the moment it’s 
kidding-on-the-square) is that the 


show is being done as an audition 
for potential backers. That makes 
possible the elimination of elabo- 
rate scenery or costumes. It also 
involves rather artificial introduc- 
tions to the first few scenes, the 
second act and the trite finale. But 
since the revue itself is in the fa- 
miliar pattern of topical satire, it’s 
probably as good a “theme” as any. 

When caught at the Saturday 
matinee (25) there had already been 
several changes, and numerous 
others were contemplated. But on 
the basis of the show at the mo- 
ment, there®’s more material that 
needs change than there is that’s 
useable. And there’s need for not 
only more emphatic performance, 
but at least one magnetic person- 
ality. 

As it is, there’s not one real sock 
sketch or standout song in the 
show, although several of the 
dances are good. One sketch, “Meet 
the Authors,” makes moderate fun 
of luncheon speeches by bestselling 


writers, but is overlong, lacks a 
surprise finish and is only ade- 
quately played. “Death with 


Father,” a travesty of “Life with 
Father,” “Death of a Salesman” 
and “Streetcar Named Desire,” is a 
tired treatment of familiar device. 

‘Rome Rides Again” is an un- 
inspired rehash of the old lampoon- 
Hollywood idea, in this case show- 


ing how “Julius Caesar” would be> 


filmed as a musical western. “Life 
of a Salesman” is a too obvious 
comment on the changed conditions 
in the auto market, “Operation 
Television” extracts mild laughter 
out of a telecast of an appendec- 
tomy, and there’s a so-what bur- 
lesque of film Oscar awards. There’s 
a desperate need for at least one 
convulsing sketch. ; 
Of the songs. “Stop Walking 
Around in My Mind” and ‘What 
Hit You?” are fair ballads, the for- 
mer providing the music for an ac- 
ceptable dance routine. “Small 
World,” “I Never Learned to 
Waltz” and “Up North American 
Way” are primarily dance numbers, 
with little apparent commercial 
quality. Of the comedy songs, “Gin 
Rummy Rhapsody” makes a large 
fuss over a small point, “I'll Trade 
My Dreams” (‘I'd Rather Be a Rich 
Man with a Million Dollars Than a 
Poor Man with a Pocket Full of 
Dreams”) is an amusing spoof of 
philosophic songs. “Cry Baby” is 


FOR SALE 


One of the two houses in the New 
York area designed by 


FRANK LLOYD WRIGHT 


3 bedrooms, 3 baths, radiant heating, 
detached Hobby House; on 12 beauti- 
fully landscaped and wooded acres 
with several brooks. In the New 
Jersey hills. Excellent commuting 
to New York. $36,000, Financing 
arranged. 


CARL H. BOOTH, Realtor 
Bernardsville, N. J. 
Tel.: Bern. 8-0585, 8-1077 
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SINCE 1830 
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Authors’ Representatives 


25 West 45th Street, New York 
7623 Sunset Blvd., Hollywood 46, Cal. 

















2 CHARMING HOUSES 
FOR SALE 


In beautiful Turtle Bay Gardens. Ex- 
cellent neighborhood, convenient to 
theatres, shops, transportation, Fast 
48th Street. For particulars, write: 


MABEL DETMOLD 
230 East 49th St., or call EL, 5-1928 











a chuckle at cheer-up songs. 


gravely absurd theme, ‘French 
Without 
jape of parle-vous chantoosies if 
it were more skillfully projected, 
and “The Fair Sex” is a pallid edi- 
tion of the Rodgers-Hammerstein 
hit, ‘“‘Nothing Like a Dame.” 

Of the performers, the principal 
comics are David Burns, Carl 
Reiner, George Keane, Lenore Lon- 
ergan and Barbara Martin. Most 
of the songs are sung by Marilyn 
Day, Miss Lonergan, Walter Scheff 
and Miss Martin. The _ notable 
dancers, besides Michael Kidd, are 


Diane Sinclair, Ken Spaulding, 
Peter Gennaro, Jay Lloyd, Wana 
Allison, Phyllis Gehrig, Wayne 


Lamb and Evelyn Taylor. 

As a bet for Broadway, “Pretty 
Penny” inevitably suggests com- 
parison with “Angel in the Wings,” 
which Paul and Grace Hartman 
tinkered into boxoffice stature dur- 
ing a preliminary strawhat tour 
two seasons ago. With inspired fix- 
ing, “Penny” might be vastly im- 
proved. But it has no one to com- 
pare with the Hartmans, or even 
Hank Ladd. Hobe. 


Off-B’way Plays 


re %°e 
The Journey of Simon 
MeKeever 

Single performance presentation by the 
National Council of the Arts, Sciences & 
Professions of Arthur Laurents’ dramatiza- 
tion of the novel by Albert Maltz. Direc- 
tor, J. Edward Bromberg. At Cargenie 
Hall, N. Y., June 21, ’49 
Simon McKeever.. 
Narrator 
Woman 
Pavolsky 














Elliot Sullivan 
Frederick O’Neal 
Virginia Downing 

Salem Ludwig 


PA Sere rie Leo Frome 
EA Deak he eee pee Charles McCrae 
og SS ee een ee enna Curt Conway 
CO Pe eer oP Madeleine Lee | 
Mr. Cooley... cwanees .. Steve Hill | 
Pre COOIes 6 iv osedias Sally Cunningham | 
Dr. Amelia Balzer... Hester Sondegaard 


The National Council of the Arts, 
Sciences & Professions, in the na- 
ture of a protest last week, pre- 
sented a 45-minute dramatization 
by Arthur Laurents of Albert 
Maltz’s, “The Journey of Simon 
McKeever.’ This is the novel for 
which 20th-Fox paid $35,000 re- 
cently and then two weeks later 
announced that it 
Studio took no trouble to deny the 
obvious: that it had erred in buy- 
ing the property inasmuch as Maltz 
was one of the “Hollywood 10” who 
was on a blacklist growing out of 
contempt proceedings brought by 
the House un-American Activities 
Committee. 

Single performance of “McKee- 
ver” (it was also done once on the 
Coast a few weeks before) was 
staged by the ASP to launch its 
new “cultural centre.” This is not 
a thing of brick and mortar, but 
apparently a fund to subsidize and 
aid those writers such as Maltz (or 
workers in any cutural field) who 
can't get jobs because of political 
or social beliefs. Carnegie Hall 
was filled solid for the event, with 
several hundred more persons on 
the sidewalks trying to get tickets. 
John Martin, dance critic of the 
N. Y. Times, chairmanned the ses- 
sion. 

Whatever the purpose of pre- 
senting the “McKeever” dramati- 
zation—whether as a cultural or 
fund-raising event—it also served 
to dramatize the fact that Maltz 
here had written nothing that could 
lay him open to the leftist label 
which had been hung on him by the 
Un-American Committee. 

As it came out in Laurents’ ab- 
breviation, it is an intensely human 
and moving composite of laughs, 
tragedy, despair and hope. It is the 
story of a 73-year-old inmate of a 
home tor the aged. He's crippled 
with arthritis. Hearing of a woman 
doctor with an almost-miraculous 
cure some 400 miles away, he starts 
to hitchhike despite the fact he can 
hardly walk and has but a few bor- 


rowed coins in his pocket. He 
meets various people, some kind 
and helpful, others disillusioned 


and mean, but he goes purposefully 
through with his mission, carried 
on by the rainbow at the end of a 
quick cure he thinks will enable 
him to regain his pride and self- 
respect by being able to work 
again. The heartbreaking end of 
the journey is to find that there is 
no miracle cure—in fact, no cure at 
all—for his type of arthritis. Simon 
is momentarily let down. Then he 


realizes that this will give him the | 


chance he’s always wanted to write 
a book and he takes for the 
Home in a blaze of hop 
Presentation was wit:i costumes 
and props, but no sets. Elliot Sul- 
livan was touching and sincere in 
the “McKeever” role, while Fred- 
erick O’Neal did a top job of nar- 
rating the intro and linkage from a 
lectern at the side of the stage. 
Rest of the cast was likewise able, 
while J. Edward Bromberg’s direc- 


“Tn- | 
vestigation” fails to do justice to a. 


Tears” might be a sock) 


was. shelving. | 


tion for this type of thing was | 
sharp and gave all possible action. 

Presented as a curtain-raiser was 
a “song-play” by Marc Blitzstein. 
A socially-conscious item labelled 
“T've Got the Tune,” the half-hour 
of music and story proved highly 
disappointing in both departments 


to those familiar with Blitzstein’s | 


'“Cradle Will Rock” 


and other | 


‘works. Presented in the same man- | 


;ner as “McKeever,” and with a 
piano accompaniment by Joan 
| Slessinger, yarn is of a Broadway 
|lad with a tune in his head to 
which he tries to. get 
people to fit lyrics. 


various | 
None suits him | 


until he comes on a group of what | 


appear to be May 
Both the idea and its execution 
are pedestrian, labored and obvi- 
ous. 


Texas Is Tops 

A new musical, “Texas Is Tops,” 
which does no more than to tell 
its audience that Negro discrimi- 
nation is prevalent in the Lone 
Star state, was presented by the 
Empire Players at the Master thea- 
tre, N. Y., for four performances, 
June 22-25. Jerry Altars provided 
some listenable music, but the 
lyrics by Willson Whitman and Ed- 
| ward Barry are ordinary and, on 
the whole, unintelligible when 
sung by the members of the cast. 
However, “Don’t Try to Tell a 
Good Man” was a standout tune. 


Characterization of a southern 
|senator was handled capably by 
| John Faulk Choreography by 
|Sybilla Fort was commendable 


despite limited space Irving 
Dobbs direction was okay, and the 
lack of sets did not impede the 
production. 


Play Abroad 


| Her Excellency 
London, June 23. 


Val Parnell and Jack Hulbert produc- 
| tion of new musical play in three acts by 
' Archie Menzies, Max Kester; music by 
Manning Sherwin, Harry Parr-Davies. Di- 
rected by Jack Hulbert. At Hippodrome, 
| London, June 22, °49 
Lady Frances Maxwell Cicely Courtneidge 














Senor Riazza Austin Trevor 
Jimmy Denham Thorley Walters 
Margaretta Riazza Sandra Martin 


Martin Nash 
Mary Cresset 
Counsellor Blore 
Miss Fothergill 


Patrick Barr 
Margaret McGrath 
John Stevens 
Dorothy Stuart 


Mrs. Payne Letty Craydon 
Sprightly musical built around 
Cicely Courtneidge’s inimitable 


personality, this shows her as an 
ambassador sent by Britain to con- 
clude protracted meat negotiations 
with South America. First two 
acts are slick and amusing but it 
|fails to keep up its opening brisk- 
‘ness. Too much-is put on the star’s 
shoulders, supporting characters 
being negligible, and while music 
is tuneful, there is too little of it 
to liven stereotyped plot of in- 
trigue and misunderstandings of 
the heart. | 

Miss Courtneidge’s fans will 
‘love it and, if able to overcome 
‘handicap of early heat wave may 
‘have run. Her mixture of clowning 
and sentiment sometimes is embar- 
rassing. 

Background is South America 
where the British Embassy is over- 
_whelmed by unexpected arrival of 
‘female ambassador, who through 
various humorous situations and 
improbable circumstances proceeds 
to inveigle the local beef baron into 
clinching the deal. He succumbs to 
her wiles. but mistakes her tele- 
phone acceptance of a social date 
for an agreement to accept his suit. 
His public announcement of their 
_betrothal blights her new romance 
with the. American Ambassador, 
who is also a rival for the coveted 
meat contract. But love triumphs 
eventually. 

Highspot of Cicely’s fooling is a 
mock bullfight, nimbly danced by 
a specialized chorus, acclaiming. 
her as a conquering matador. Thor- 
ley Walters has two of the best 
numbers as the emotionally in- | 
volved young attache, and Austin 
Trevor displays color and fire as 
the amorous cattle king. Margaret 
McGrath and Sandra Martin make 
good contrasts as the young things 
entangling the diplomat's love life 
and Patrick Barr brings dignity 
and sincerity to the role of the 
U. S. envoy. 

Jack Hulbert’s direction shows 
his usual deftness and made one 
wish for his presence in the cast. 

Clem. 


Newsman’s Toledo Pragm 


Toledo, June 28. 

Richard Pheatt, formerly as- 
sistant city editor of the Toledo 
| Blade, is author of “City Desk,” 
three-act play which will be pre- 
miered in Doermann theatre at the 
U. of Toledo, Aug. 4-6. 

Fred Emmet, of the Repertoire 
theatre, will direct. He and the au- 
thor were fellow members of the 
old Toledo Theatre Co., local pro- 
fessional stock company 20 years 
| ago. 





Day marchers. | 


Herb. | 


—— 








Strawhat Briefs 








and “Voice of the 

Turtle.” Season ends Sept. 5. 
The Woods decided against op- 

erating the Playhouse in 1949, 


owing to limited capacity, which 


made it difficult to show a profit. | Stockbridge, Mass., this week are: 


They have announced the upstairs | 


spot will be enlarged to 450 for 
1950. 
N. H. Season Promising 
Concord, N. H., June 28. 

The strawhat theatre circuit in 
this state has been busy with prep- 
arations for what promises to be a 
prosperous season. 

Scheduled openings already an- 
nounced include: Hampton Beach 
Playhouse, Hampton, with Patrick 
Hamilton’s “Rope.” June 29; Mer- 
rimack Drama Festival, Hopkin- 
ton, George M. Cohan’s “Pigeons 
and People,” July 6; Keene sum- 
mer theatre, Keene, “‘For Love or 
Money,” June 27; Windham Play- 
house, Windham, “Candlelight,” 
July 4, and Touring Players of 
Larchmont, N. Y., at Belknap Re- 
creation Area in Gilford, July 19. 








‘Belvedere’ Boons Denison 
Granville, -O., June 28 

“Belvedere,” which opened Denit- 
son university’s summer theatre 
season, boomed attendance to with- 
in 31 of the alltime high for any 
one week. A total of 1,688 attend- 
ed during the first week. Denison 
also reports 575 season tickets sold 
for a gross of $4,400, as compared 


| with a gross of $2,900 tor the en- 


tire season last year. 

“January Thaw,” by William 
Roos, played last week. and J. C. 
and Elliott Nugent’s “The Poor 


| Nut” is now showing. 


Ventura College’s Strawhat 

Hollywood, June 28. 
The Penthouse theatre, non- 
Equity group, which has been giv- 
ing arena theatre productions for 
the past five years in Altadeha, 
Cal., will operate as a summer the- 
atre at Ventura junior college, 
Ventura, Cal. 

Season begins July 4 with “Petti- 
coat Fever,” which will be followed 
by “Hay Fever,” “Claudia.” “The 
Late Christopher Bean, “The Ro- 
mantic Young Lady” and “Papa is 
All.” A resident company of 12 has 
been recruited from the regular 
Penthouse staff. 


1-Act Drama in Debut 


“Whole Hog or Nothing.” one- 
act drama by Theodore Ward, will 
be premiered starting July 12 by 
People’s Drama, new non-Equity 
group in New York 

Companion-piece will tb: “Plant 
in the Sun” another one-acter done 
two seasons ago by the Experimen- 
tal Theatre. 





‘Firefly’ as Cain Park Ozoner 
Cleveland, June 28. 
Cain Park opens strawhat sea- 
son tonight (28) with “The Fire- 
fly” and then does Shaw's “St. 


Joan” starting July 5. Elena Mira- 


mova will play “Joan.” 

Other shows include’ “Girl 
Crazy,” “New Moon,” “Blithe 
Spirit,” “Look, Ma, I’m Dancing.” 
we Maritza” and “The Poor 
Nut, 


‘Eileen’ at Matunuck 

“My Sister Eileen,” under direc- 
tion of Billy Gilbert, will be the 
opening bill at the Theatre-by- 
the-Sea, Matunuck, R. I., July 10. 
Bill Pierson and Susie Scott, who 
have been appearing in the Broad- 
way production of “High Button 


| Shoes,” joined the cast this week. 


Betty and Jane Kean will have the 
leading roles. 

Darthy Hinkley, big favorite last 
year at White Barn theatre. will 
stay there this season only for first 
two shows. She’s leaving to go into 
rehearsal for Eva Le Gallienne’s 
touring strawhat of “Corn Is 
Green,” but comes back when 
“Corn” quits end of August. 





Strawhat Jottings 
Adele Thane took over the direc- 
torial chores at St. Michaels col- 


lege, Winooski Park, Vt Pro- 
ductions for the season at the 
Kennebunkport (Me.) Playhouse 


will be directed by Arthur Lewis 
with Alex Anderson designing the 
sets North Shore Players, Mar- 


'blehead, Mass., will offer “Up to 


Now,” new revue starring Paul and 
Grace Hartman, the week of Aug. 
22 David Fitelson, 15-year-old 
son of William Fitelson, attorney 
for the Theatre Guild, is appren- 
tice at Westport (Conn.) Playhouse 
....Management of the Keene (N. 
H.) summer theatre taken over by 
Beatrice Booth Colony. Entire staff 
retained and Kurt Winters ap- 
pointed business manager and 
treasurer. Rudolph Pugliese and 
Mary Louise Gerschank, winners 


' of the first annual Virginia Drama 





Continued from page 50 


'Hyman staying 








ey 


'ber Mama,” “A Murder Has Been, Assn. Award, engaged as members 
| Arranged,” 


of Robert Porterfield’s Barter the. 
atre, Abingdon, Va. 


Supporting Florence Reed in 
“The Importance of Being Earn. 
est” at Berkshire Playhouse, 


William Roerick, Kendall 
Jane Du Frayne, Richard Abbott 
John Straub, Michael Dreyfuss. 
Barbara Brady and Mary Eliza. 
beth Aurelius .. . New York Pro- 
ducing Syndicate has taken over 
the Bridgeport summer theatre 
established by Cliff Self, and wilj 
spotlight 10-week season with a 
new musical “Brave New World.” 


Clark, 





| a 
| | Memorabilia 
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and Thomas Meighan were in the 
cast (1914). 
Gus Hill’s Minstels played 
Policemen’s Benefits (1920 
The “Cohan Revue of 1916” had 
Harry Bulger, Jim Marlowe, Eliza- 
beth Murray, Fred Santley, Rich- 


all 


ard Carle, Valli Valli, Charlie 
Winninger, Miss Juliet, Harry Delf 
in the cast. 


The “Century Midnight Whirl of 
1920” had in the cast Winona Win- 


ter, Jay Gould, Felix Adler and 
Frank (Harvey) Fay. 

Gertrude Coghlan (Mrs. Gus 
Pitou), Charles Withers, Henry E, 


Dixey, all on the same bill (1914), 
Orpheum Circuit. 

Walker Whiteside played ‘Mas- 
ter of Ballantrae’”’ with May Buck- 
ley and Sydney Shields (Mrs. Ed 
Robins) in the cast (1919) 








Legit Bits 


em Continued from page 50 
title 


leaves today (Wed.) for 

to huddle with Leo 
on a screen writing as- 
signment. He’s due back in several 
weeks Pressagent Ted _ Gold- 
smith, recently back from repping 
“Finian’s Rainbow” on the road, 
will substitute as associate of Karl 
Bernstein during the vacation of 








—— 


under a_ different Ken 
Englund 
the Coast 


McCarey 


Mary March P. a. Samuel we 
Friedman has bursitis of the right 
arm. 


Basil Langton, British actor - di- 
rector who has been lecturing at 
Catholic Univ., has gone to Cleve- 
land to stage a local production of 
Shaw's “Saint Joan,” guest-starring 
Elena Miramova. He may next 
stage a production of “Arms and 
the Man” there... Louis A. Lotito, 
president of City Playhouses and 
manager of the Martin Beck thea- 
tre, back from trip to England and 
France Producer Joseph M. 
in Philly during 
the “Miss Liberty” tryout to offer 
an assist on revisions . . . Shortly 
before the closing of “Along Fifth 
Avenue,” James P. Davis succeeded 
Horace McNabb as pressagent. 

Reuben Rabinowitz to the Coast, 
where he’ll start pressagenting the 
tour of “High Button Shoes.” . . 
Lester Carr playing the son in 
“Happy Journey” on the subway 


circuit . . . Those familiar with the 
writing of Richard Watts, Jr., are 
puzzled at his increasing crabbi- 
ness, as evidenced in his columns 
in the N. Y. Post. His “medita- 
tions” in a recent edition, 
for instance, containel 13. sar- 
castic references and only five 
more or less pleasant ones... 


Producer Leland Hayward and his 
partner, director - author Joshua 
Logan, are having a powwow in 
Paris. 

Frederick Cook’s Broadway col- 
umn in the Evening Standard of 
London is now being carried in 
192 papers in the British Empire 
.. . Broadway scouts in Philly for 


the “Miss Liberty” tryout have 
| been melting in the uncooled 
| Forrest theatre there Johnny 


Call, back from playing the first 
| Zravedigger in the Pasadena pro- 


duction of Percy MacKaye’s pre- 
“Hamlet” tetrology, will play fea- 
tured comedy parts in St. John 
Terrell’s under-canvas operettas 
this summer at Lambertville, N. J. 
Univ. of Texas drama depart- 
ment soliciting new scripts for 
production next February at the 
college theatre in Austin . John 
Toohey, pressagent for the touring 
“Brigadoon,” taking a six-week va- 
tion in Maine, with Edgar Wallach 
subbing. James Miller is company 
manager...Milton Baron is_com- 
pany manager and William Fields 
pressagent of “Miss Liberty 
William Norton is company man- 
ager and Gertrude Bromberg P. 4- 
for the second company of “Kiss 
Me, Kate”... Barney Klawans, 
Warners’ house manager at the 


Biltmore, N. Y., vacationing in At 
lantic City. 
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ken’s ‘Chrestomathy’ 
Mencjrencken has pomeret : 
@ se f his out-of-prin 
ert ag ey Mencken Chres- 


iti into 

wrnathy” (Knopf, $5). The chres- 
tomathy (meaning a collection of | 
hoice passages from an author) in- 
‘I des pieces from his Preju- 
ae! Book of Burlesques 


A ” ve 
Ss. 4 . 
~ other tomes, as well as from 


the iconoclast’s jottings from the 


‘can Mercury, Smart Set and 
Anemore Evening Sun. Scissored 
into short takes, they’re presented 
under subject titles, such as Odd 
Fish, Quackery, Literati, Music, 
Souvenirs of a Journalist, the Less- 
ey Arts and Buffooneries. 
° Despite the fact that much of it 
written a generation ago, 
en’s pungent comment and 
His prejudices 


was 
Menck 
deft style stand up. 
are sharply phrased, for example, 
“The most modest of actors 
matches the conceit of the solitary 
girl on a slow ship.” The ook 
reprises dozens of his i»rbed 
maxims, like “A man may ve a 
fool and not know it—but not if 
he is married.” There are essays 
and fantasies, including his famous 
hoax on the history of the bath- 
tub, which was mistaken for, fact 
and incorporated into medical 
books and standard’ reference 
works. ; 

Among his highly spiced esti- 
mates of a variety of Americans 
are analyses of Aimee Semple Mc- 


Pherson, Calvin Coolidge, Ring 
Lardner, Theodore Dreiser, Jack 


Dempsey and Rudolph Valentino. 
Of the silent pic star Mencken 
says that his unhappiness stemmed 
from the fact that he was “catnip 
to women.” e Bril. 


Redbook’s Editorial Revamp 

Editor of Redbook mag for some 
22 years, Edwin Balmer has been 
upped to associate publisher and 
will continue with the organization 
in an advisory capacity. New Edi- 


tor, effective Aug. 1, is Wade 
Nichols, who moves over from 


Modern Screen mag. 

Replacing Nichols at MS is Wil- 
liam Hartley, formerly the mag’s 
managing editor. At MS’ editorial 
helm since 1948, Nichols was editor 
of Radio Guide and Scréen Guide 
before the war. Hartiey at one time 
was Managing editor of Click mag. 


Another MS addition is Carl 
Schroeder, who becomes western 
manager. 


Drake Settles Claim 

The $20,000 damage suit filed in 
the N. Y. federal court, last Janu- 
ary against Bennett A. Cerf, Van 
H. Cartmell, Random House and 
Garden City Publishing Co. charg- 
ing infringement of the copy- 
righted translation of Vicki Baum’s 
Play “Grand Hotel,” has been dis- 
continued as against all the de- 
fendants in consideration of the 
payment of $400 by RH. William 

Drake, translator of the play, 
and Herman Shumlin, who suc- 
ceeded to the dramatic rights, had 
claimed that the inclusion of 
Drake’s adaptation, without con- 
sent, as part of the anthology, “16 
Famous European Plays,” edited 
vy Cerf and Cartmell and pub- 
lished by Modern Library 
Garden City, was in violation of 
Drake’s copyright. 

In addition to discontinuing the 
action, Drake has consented to the 
inclusion of his adaptation in the 
anthology and the continued publi- 
cation thereof without payment of 
any additional royalty. It was ex- 
plained that prior to publication 
Random House had procured the 
conaeat of Vicki Baum, the author 
hate Play, in the belief that she 
wih rights in connection there- 


wa $400 payment was made in 
wand of royalties which Drake 

uld have received up to the 
resent time and in the future if 
IS Tights had then been known 


and his cons . 
obtained, nsent had then been 





Morehouse’s Book in Sept. 
at Morehouse's “Matinee To- 
- ry (50 Years of Our Theatre’”’ 
oh PY in September from Whittle- 
=! meee. Same pub bringing out 
me teen, of Basic Motion Pic- 
weed echniques by Emil E. Brod- 
— and William Irvine's “The 

niverse of GBS” later in the fall. 
fe mare Lampell’s “The Hero” 
+f Slated for September publica- 
10n via Messner. It’s already been 
Serial og ymbia Pictures and was 
spring in Cosmopolitan this 





Algonquin Round Table’ Tome 
fal nenart publications due this 
= include Margaret Case Harri- 
Tae” The Algonquin Round 
ot e. Written by the daughter 

the late Frank Case who owned 
such eon auin, the book is about 
as A round table” personalities 
exander Woollcott, Heywood 

oun, Franklin P. Adams, Edna 


ee 


Musical Enjoyment.” 


and 


Ferber, Dorothy Parker, Margaret 
Leech Pulitzer, George S. Kauf- 
man, Harold Ross and Peggy Wood. 

A guide to those who went to know 
more about music for radio and 
television listeners will also be 
published under the title “The 
Good Housekeeping Guide to 
George R. 
Marek, music editor of Good 
Housekeeping mag, authored the 
work. , 

“Come One Come All” written 
by Don Freeman “and Francis 
Wallace’s “The Notre Dame Story” 
are also set for publication. 


Frazier’s ‘Farewell’ to Bing? 

George Frazier, in the August 
issue of Cosmopolitan, will explore 
the possibilities that the current 
batch of top crooners have seen 
their better b.o. days. Article, 
“Farewell to Crosby?” takes the 
stance that not only Bing, but the 
high-riding crew of imitators and 
latcher-onners are meeting a down- 
word wave in public reception. 


Frazier, onetime VARIETY con- 
trib, touched on a similar theme 
when reviewing disks for this 
paper. 


Mademoiselle’s Guest Eds 


The August college issue of 
Mademoiselle is being edited with 
the aid of 20 guest editors se- 
iected from 800 campus corre- 
spondents at leading universities 
The co-eds, assigned to various de- 
partments on the mag, are work- 
ing for a month in Street & 
Smith’s N. Y. headquarters and 
are also. being’ feted around 
Gotham. Projects set up for the 
gals include a backstage party at 
“Goodbye, My Fancy,” screening 
of “The Heiress.” formal dance at 
the St. Regis Roof. tour of the 
United Nations. interview’ with 
Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt and a 
dinner at the Stork Club. 


Roeburt’s OK ‘Tough Cop’ 

Radio writer and novelist John 
Roeburt has drawn freely on the 
Broadway scene for characters and 
settings of his second novel, 
“Tough Cop” ‘Simon & Schuster; 
$2.50). Many will readily identify 
the protagonist, Johnny Devereaux, 
with Johnny Broderick. the retired 
detective familiar to many show- 
businessites. Other characters. 
however, are merely a matter of 
guesswork inasmuch as Roeburt 
couldn't go all-out in identification 
without risking libel and invasion- 
of-privacy suits. 

Roeburt lets off some _ steam 
against pet peeves with some of his 
principals. The effeminate theatre 
critic who never had a kind word 
for any creative effort is finally 
identified as a dead-ender from 
Brooklyn and is ultimately liqui- 
dated. Another that bears a strik- 
ing resemblance to known figures 
is a former prizefighter turned res- 
taurant owner and painter. 

Roeburt takes his cast around 
familiar haunts and in the process, 
provides a readable and logical 
mystery for a good evening’s en- 
tertainment that won’t keep the 
reader up too late. Jose. 


Quick Preems As Weekly 

After a five-week tryout in 75 
towns and cities, Quick, a weekly 
pocket newsmag summary of the 
previous weeks happening. was put 
on sale in New York Thursday 
(22). Priced at 10c a copy. the mag, 
published and edited by Gardener 
Cowles, i§ currently being sold in 
50 large cities and is scheduled for 
nationwide distribution July 14. 
Quick released in New York on 
Thursdavs uses the following Mon- 
dav for its publication date. 

Cowles, who also edits and pub- 
lishes Look mag, is recruiting the 
maior portion of Quick’s executive 
staff from the weekly pictorial. 
Dan Mich, exec editor of Look, will 
function in the same capacity for 
the new mag. Merle Armitage, 
Look’s art director, will hold down 
the same job on Quick. Managing 
editor for the mag will be Wood- 
row Wirsig, who relinquishes his 
position of assistant managing edi- 
tor on the parent mag. His suc- 
cessor has not yet been named 
Ed Stout and Morris Weeks have 
both been named assistant manag- 
ing editors for the new publication. 





WHB's Swing Hits U.S. Newsstands 

Swing magazine, which began as 
a promotion piece for WHB, Kan- 
sas City, now goes on the news- 
stands nationally with the July- 
August issue, out last week. The 
mag also switches from a& monthly 
to a bi-monthly with the new na- 
tional distribution. It continues af 
its established price of 25c, and has 
no changes in format or personnel. 
“Swing” is pocket size, with pic- 
tures and cartoons. 

WHB began the mag about five 
a mailing piece to 


years ago as ' 
clients, agencies, friends and other 


interested parties, and soon had its | 
circulation well up over 5,000. For. 


some time it has been on news- 
stands in Kansas City, Chicago and 
New York, but has not been na- 
tional heretofore. 

Masthead continues to list Don- 


ald Dwight Davis, publisher; Mori | 


Greiner, editor; Betsey Sheidley, 
assistant editor; Don Fitzgerald, art 
editor; Tom Collins, humor editor; 
Jetta Carleton, cont! ibuting editor; 
Bob Kennedy, music editor; John 
T. Schilling, circulation manager. 





Bantam Books Gifts Sailors 

Great Lakes sailors will not lack 
for reading matter on the slow bulk 
carriers this season, as Bantam 
Books, Inc., has made a gift of 
10,000 volumes, all of current titles. 


to the American Merchant Marine 
Library Assn., which turned over 
the whole batch to its branch li- 


brary at Saul Ste. Marie. Mich. 
3d Issue of Heritage 

The third issue ef Heritage, the 
$25-a-copy picture mag, contains 
some striking monuments of Amer- 
ican culture with over 350 paint- 
ings, photographs and etchings re- 
produced in its 228 pages. Launch- 
ed last January by publisher Mal- 
colm Forbes, latest edition contin- 
ues accenting the historical and 
cultural heritage of America and 
its people. 

Published six times a year at an 
annual cost of $150, the mag’s lim- 
ited edition of 5,000 copies per is- 
sue has not been fully subscribed. 
Sales, however, are increasing 
from large corporations, libraries 
and educational institutions. The 
U. S. Army has also placed subs 
for Heritage in all information 
centers of Germany, Austria and 
Japan. 


CHATTER 

Judith Cortada now 
editor of Radio Best. 

Peirce H. Powell in Hollywood to 
gander film celebrities for the J.on- 
don Star. 

Adolphe Roberts will spend the 
summer in Havana—and finish his 
new book. 

Ben Conlon, of Hillman staff. to 
Utica, hometown, for funeral of 
elder brother. 

Jack Galin new advertising man- 
ager of Tomorrow Magazine. For- 
merly with PM and The Star. 

Sylvia and Leonard Lyons sold 
an original to Metro, “‘American 
Canvass,” dealing with a European 
painter 

Jean Hersholt is writing an ar- 
ticle on Hans Christian Anderson 
for The.Colophon, a periodical for 
bookmen. ‘ 

Allan Hersholt is doing a series 
of yarns on Broadway and Holly- 
wood for the Masquers Club peri- 
odical, The Jester. 

Carl Schroeder slated as next 
west coast bureau chief for Mod- 
ern Screen mag, succeeding Tom 
Carlisle, who resigned. 

Martin Quigley, Jr., promoted 
from associate to editor of Motion 
Picture Herald. Terry Ramsaye 
to continue as consulting editor. 

Russell E. Smith cleaning up an 
opus, history of column writing, 
“Columnist From A to Y.” Says he 
can't find one name _ beginning 
with Z. 

Dick Fehr, publicity head of 
Doherty, Clifford & Shenfield, has 
an article in July Redbook on va- 
cations in New York of a $75 
budget. 

Irving Dillard, member of the 
St. Louis Post-Dispatch (Pulitzer) 
staff since 1927 has been upped to 
Head of the editorial page, re- 
placing Ralph Coghlan who has 
been assigned to Europe where he 
will gather feature story material 
for the P-D. 

Margot Gayle, editor of Radio 
Writers Guild mag, Scriptwriter, 
has article in June issue of Read- 
ers Digest, with another on “South 
Pacific’ upcoming in Holland’s 
Magazine of the South and one on 
FCC commissioner Frieda Hen- 
nock in Harper’s Bazaar. 


associate 
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= Continued from page 26 


40 feet high, will be equippe@ with 
a master control room in the cen- 
ter overlooking all studios, and 
will be patterned after the Holly- 
wood movie sound stages with 
overhead lighting, catwalks, pro- 
duction worshops, etc. 

The radio section, an area 60 by 
60 feet, will consist of three stu- 
dios, a complete setup for record- 
ing of all types, storage, and other 
technical facilities. 

Plans also call for a 40 by 60 
workshop, lounge and reception 
halls where visitors can watch the 
“live” telecasts and broadcasts. 

The studios will be constructed 
with an emphasis on functional ef- 
ficiency and with an eye to future 
expansion, Stern declared. 
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? SCULLY’S SCRAPBOOK 


+ By Frank Scully ,sececeeeeseeset 


Boiling Point, Cal., June 25. 

Mervyn LeRoy has a hot secret he wants to keep in cold storage for 
a while and so he's giving it to me to keep it out of the papers. He's 
in New York right now shooting documentary atmosphere for “East 
Side, West Side, All Around LeRoy,” and he figures if the secret gets 
out his local color will turn cut to be yokel color. If curiosity-seekers 
run into retakes his name will be mud, if not Marcia Davenport, around 
the Metro front office, where they're watching every dollar these days. 

I suspect he believes | work for the Yale Quarterly and am on a 
sabbatical. In any event the last thing he suspects I am is a spot 
newspaperman. To prove this he told me he thought I'd be terrifi¢e in 
television, with my flock of white hair, my Washington profile. and the 
added advantage that I can speak my own lines without having to use 
actors as Washington would 

I told him not to spend his time hunting a sponsor because I wouldn't 
look at even rival gargoyles in television until sets come down to $100. 
The big economy size, not the tintype portables that make even Gregory 
Peck look like Mickey Rooney 

He saw he was getting nowhere trving to brush my glamor into a com- 
petitive field, so he offered me soi.ic of his cigars—the 60c jobs. I bowed 
out “T quit eight months ago,” I told him. He wanted to know why. 
Scratch me anywhere and you find an extrovert. “I'm on a one-man 
sitdown strike against the smog, fog and grog that has become the city’s 
incomparable climate,” I explained. “Okay, what can you compare it 
to—Pittsburgh?” 

He grinned. He is the original Frisco Kid, though I understand his 
birth certificate was burned in the earthquake. 

Who's Being Chumped Here? 

“You have influence,” I pursued. “You're a man of distinction. In 
fact, if my information is correct, and it is, yvou’re THE man_of distine- 
tion. So why don't you get the oil and tobacco tycoons together and 
ask the oil boys to agree to give us back our fresh air so I can take up 
smoking your fine cigars again?” 

“You've got vision,” he said, “you're the 
get behind my Motion Picture Museum idea 
he warned on account he an old gagwriter and saw 
indicated I was heading that way myself. 

I told him the idea of a Movie Museum had set my hair on fire and 
the resulting whiteness on top of my head was the ashes. “But you 
will never get out of the paddock with it,” I said, ‘as long as you have 
to talk to fellow-producers whose cultural limitations are bounded by 
racing forms, female forms and tradepapers. And in that order.” 

Musee du Roy 

We were lunching in a Hillcrest koshery store, amid a splendor un- 
known to the Rockefellers. Morgans, DuPonts, Carnegies, Nobels, Hunt- 
ingtons, Guggenheims, ete 

“You know,” I said, “‘a man with a cause is already half-redeemed. 
You who have liked fast horses and anything that would screen, even 
‘Anthony Adverse,’ may find that the Motion Picture Museum to be 
built at all, will have to be built by a Committee of One Thousand 
all called Mervyn LeRoy. ‘These characters who call you ‘Merv’ and 
have been cleaning up for 50 years have got to reverse their field. Not 
one Carnegie Library, not one Rockefeller Foundation for Medical 
Research, not one Field Museum, not one Rhodes Scholarship, not one 
Nobel Prize for Literature has come out of Hollywood. 

“In fact, until producers show signs of such cultural kickbacks you 
can’t expect us gatemen of the literati to pass them under the canopy 
as civilized men. If you pull this museum off you'll be the first one to 
be allowed to peek under the tent and see the Elysian fields where 
the immortals are perpetually on view and autograph hounds are 
unknown. And, remember, it’s not because you're the No. 1 Man of 
Distinction as viewed through the amber fluid in Lord Calvert's bottles.” 

As I said this, he sat up. He had been slumping in his chair, won- 
dering, I suspect, how a guy who makes only $300,000 a year and has 
never been out of a job in his life could pull off a Museum of Motion 
Pictures all by himself. 

“What’s behind these oblique cracks about my manner of holding a 
highball?” he demanded. 

He Finally Got the Ears 

I told him I had seen the documents, that he might like to tell how 
he had discovered Clark Gable in a road company of “The Last Mile” 
and how it took him 20 years to get Gable into an MGM picture. Or 
that he might not be adverse to discussing how one of the independent 
motion picture chains has named him as Hollywood’s No. 1 boxoffice 
director for consistently turning out the chain’s top grossers, such as 
“Gold Diggers of 1932,” ‘“‘Tugboat Annie,” “Little Caesar,” “Five Star 
Final,” “I Am a Fugutive From a Chain Gang,” “Anthony Adverse,” 
“The Wizard of Oz,” ‘“‘Blossoms in the Dust,” “Madame Curie,” “Thirty 
Seconds Over Tokio,” “Litthe Women” and ‘Any Number Can Play.” 
But I had the goods on his rating among Men of Distinction. 

“And you got it where”” 

“It dropped out of an FBI gal's purse,” I explained. 

“And it said what?” 

“It said, and I’m quoting from memory: ‘Dear Mr. Le Roy: We have 
examined the Starch ratings of our Men of Distinction for the years 
1946, 1947 and 1948. These ratings show the percentage of observation 
of our advertisements which have appeared in the magazines. I am 
very happy to inform you that you rated the highest of any of the men 
used in our series.’ And it was signed by the president of the com- 
pany.” 

“Oh, it was? 





sort of mugg who should 
But not too far behind,” 


was a gleam that 


9" 


And what was the president's name? 
Was It W. W. Wachtel? 

I grinned but refused to answer, because the way things are going 
these days you never know what might be used against you. 

He talked about the Smithsonian Institute in Washington. (I guess 
he meant the Smithsonian Institution, but it was no time to correct 
him). He talked about the Baseball Hall of Fame in Cooperstown. “And 
all we've got in Hollywood are footprints in front of Grauman’s Chinese. 
Why, a Motion Picture Museum would become a mecca for tourists from 
all over the world. Scholars might like to research there. It would 
take a lot of heat off a much maligned industry, too. It could be a 
sort of Museum of Natural History and a Museum of Art combined. 

“I’ve asked the Johnston office to appoint a committee to work on 
the idea,” he said. 

I looked on this vest pocket marvel of a marvelous biz and won- 
dered if I dared release the first subversive arrow. The Johnston 
office, committees, sub-committees. . . . I'd just as soon consult a plot 
of Forest Lawn that is holding the mortal remains of Irving Thalberg. 
Jim Tully, John Gilbert, Wallace Beery, Theodore Dreiser and other 


eminent men of extinction. Great changes are not the result of com- 
mittees but usually of one man’s vision, dfive, salesmanship and 
sacrifice. 


That looks like Mervyn LeRoy is “it.””. Of course, in France they 
may credit the magnificent obsession to “Mervyn King,” which would 
be only a fair exchange for his having changed Fernand Graavey. to 
Gravet, for fear people would pronounce it “Gravy.” But elsewhere 
he would be remembered as the lad who quit vaude (‘LeRoy and 
Cooper, “Two Kids and a Piano’), at $300 a week to work among the 
mothballs of the Lasky wardrobe department for $12.50. 

Certainly nobody began lower or climbed higher in Hollywood than 
Mervyn LeRoy. His first picture at First National was “‘No Place To 
Go,” starring Mary Nash and Lloyd Hughes. It was an honest title. It 
didn't go anywhere particulariy, but by the time he got to “Little 
Caesar” they knew where he was going. He was going eventually to 
“Little Women,” and for Hollywood that’s the $2 tour. 
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Broadway 


Josh Meyer, of the Jack Davies 
office, bedded with sun-polsoning. 

Charlie Tobias, vet songsmith, 
and his wife, Edna, celebrating 
their 25th anni July 6. 

The Sid Piermonts calling their 
son David. He’s the Loew talent 
booker. It’s their first. 

Father of Robby Lantz, N. Y. 
head of the Berg - Allenberg 
agency, ailing in London. 

The Frank (RCA prez) Folsoms 
to Europe on the Queen Mary, July 
6. for six weeks on business-pleas- 
ure. 

Jed Harris planed to Paris Mon- 
day (27) for a short stay, which 
will be followed by a visit to Lon- 
don. 


Joe Moskowitz following the 
Darrv! Zanucks to Europe next 
week. Latter will plane over Fri- 
da\ (1). 

Rose and Joe Seidelman—he’s 


the Universal Picts foreign chief— 
back from extended European 
survey trip. 

Mrs. Bugs (Louise) Baer spark- 
ing a new Westchester Heart 
Home, to be erected in front of the 
County Center. 


Al Jolson busy baby shopping 
for their new two-week-old 
adopted girl. The boy, Al, Jr., is 


now almost two years. 

Jack Pierson, son of H. Wayne 
Pierson, has joined Ringling Bros. 
3arnum & Bailey Circus .as a 
member of the advertising staff. 

Howard S. Cullman, Richard 
Widmark, Richard Ney and novel- 
ist A. J. Cronin among those sail- 
ing Monday (27) on the Caronia. 

Herbert T. Silverberg, Coast 
legalite repping a number of indie 
producers, planed to Los Angeles 
this week after a short trip to N. Y. 

The Leslie (NBC_ production) 
Harrises—she was Rosemary Cox 
—celebrated 8th anniversary with 
shindig at their Douglaston, L. L., 
home. 

Clifford C. Fischer 
to Paris on Saturday. His wife and 
exec secretary, Mrs. Bee Zimmer- 
man, will follow over by boat in two 
or three weeks. 

Mrs. Jack Kapp to the Coast 
today (Wed.), her first trip to visit 
her family since the Decca presi- 
dent died suddenly two months 


ago 
Levey, 





Air-Franced 


Ethel vy, vet songstress and 
former wife of the late George M. 
Cohan, left for London last week 
While there she may do a lecture 
tour. 

Musical 
Jane Walsh “at 


actress Mary 
in Daven- 


comedy 
home” 


port, Ia., following her marriage 
Monday (27) to Lincoln V. Bur- 
rows. 


Music Corp. of America veepee 
Charlie Miller sailing to Europe 
on the Queen Elizabeth July 11 
for a two-month business trip and 
vacation. 

Russell Holman, Paramount's 
eastern studio rep, being dined 
tomorrow (Thurs.) by his staff in 
celebration of his 30th anniversary 
with the company. 

The Chocolateers, Negro com- 
edy trio who appeared with Danny 


Kave at the London Palladium, | 


arrived yesterday (Tues.) on the 


Nieuw Amsterdam. 

Ida Cantor due in next week and 
sailing with her comedian-husband 
July 9 on the America for a 
gttickie to Paris before he starts 
his radio chores again. 

The first of the after-theatre 
galas for the benefit of the Ameri- 
can Theatre Wing being held to- 
morrow (Thurs.) at the Rendez- 
Vous Room of the Plaza. 


Col. and Mrs. Fred Levy, ’ vet 
Louisville showman, celebrated 
their golden wedding anniversary 
at the Claridge Hotel, Atlantic 
Citv, yesterday (Tues.). 

Mervyn LeRoy, Metro director. 
and his aide, William Cannon. 
reach Gotham, Monday (27) for pre- 
liminary chores on the M-G film. 
“East Side, West Side.” 

Howard Koch in from the Coast 
to prepare the New York scenes 
to -be used in “East Side, West 
Side.’ Charlie Hunt. business 
manager for the unit. ditto. 

John Paddy Carstairs, British 
film director and novelist, in on 10- 
day visit following wrap-up of “The 
Chiltern Hundreds,” pic which he 


filmed for J. Arthur: Rank’s Two 
Cities unit. 

Big show biz contingent on 
Queen Elizabeth sailing tomor- 
row (Thurs.) includes the Harry 
Cohns, Arnold Grants, Louise 
(Mis. Martin) Beck, Bob Kriendler 


among others. 

Joseph H. Seidelman, Univer- 
sal’s foreign chief, and Joseph A. 
McConville, head of Columbia Pic- 
tures International Corp., returned 
from European surveys yesterday 
(Tues.) on the Queen Elizabeth. 

Hildegarde, currently at the 
Shamrock Hotel’s Emerald Room. 
Houston. reunited with her sister, 


Mrs. H. W. Hartung, for the first. 
| time in vears: the latter has been a. 


Houston resident for over a decade. 


Bette Davis mulling a Strawhat 
Award annually to the two most 
promising new players (male and 
female) on the hayloft circuit. 
Would embrace two miniature gold 
strawhats plus $500 honorariums to 
each. 

Paulette Goddard planing to 
New York from Coast for advance 
publicity campaign on her Colum- 
bia Pictures starrer, “Anna Lu- 
casta.”” She's stopping over at 
Chicago to be guest of honor at 
the 14th Air Force reunion Fri- 
day (1). 

Radio scripter Alan Lipscott and 
columnist Louis Sobol swapped 
apartmerts; latter heading west, 
Lipscott in N. Y. on vacation, and 
also huddilng Irving Brecher, own- 
er of “Life of Riley” radio and TV 
packages 

British film producer Michael 
Powell hosting a cocktail party to- 
morrow (Thurs.) at the Bijou, 
where his “Red Shoes” is in an 
extended run. Powell is presenting 
the Museum of Modern Art with 
the ballet sequence in the pic. 

Ken Englund west on a quickie 
to huddle Leo McCarey on an orig- 
inal, “Everything to Live For,” in 
between the writer-producer ready- 
ing his musical, “He and She.” 
Englund and McCarey met by ac- 
cident at a party here, hence the 
quick writing assignment. 

Most rabid ball fans during their 
N. Y. stopovers last week and this 


week, in between biz powwows 
east and/or en route to Europe, 
were Dore Schary, Eddie Cantor, 
Jack Benny, Al Jolson and Harry 
Cohn Mrs. Cohn (Joan Perry) 
flew in Monday to join the Col 
exec both sailing tomorrow 


(Thurs.) on the Queen Elizabeth. 

When Eddie Cantor and Jack 
Benny started to clown with Tony 
Martin's show at the Riviera, they 
did an impromptu double which 
inspired Benny to crack, “We're 
doing this for nothing,’”’ whereupon 
some $4.25 in change was thrown 
onstage which the comics picked 
up. Charles Correll (& Freeman 
Gosden) also in the audience that 
night. 


Chicago 
Entertainment Managers’ Assn’s 
10th annual outing July 7 at St. 
Andrews Golf Club, West Chicago 
Ben Coleman, former Chi radio 
packager now with Esquire mag 
in New York, in town visiting 
friends 
Joey 
alone 
singer 
Oriental 
Joey 
Paree, in New York hoping to pact 
Dean Martin and Jerry Lewis for 
an August appearance. 
Milton Berle, Joyce Matthews 
'and daughter Vicky, 


Bishop, comic, goes it 
again, having split with 
Jack Soo, before current 
theatre stint. 


and film commitments. 

Gloria Breese, 16-year old 
daughter of booker and_ band- 
leader Lou Breese, off to Coast for 
screen test by Paramount. 

Merian C. Cooper, producer of 
“Mighty Joe Young” in town set- 
ting up exploitation for 
theatre opening next month. 

Jinx Falkenburg and Joe €E. 
Brown to be hosted by Burma- 
India Veterans Assn., at its second 


annual reunion, August 12, at 
Freeport, Il. 

New summer theatre here, | 
Chevy Chase, opens July 11, with 
Buddy Ebsen, Buster Keaton, 
Billie Burke, Signe Hasso and 


Mady Christians to headline dur- 
ing the season. 

Rochelle Hudson and a Holly- 
wood cast, shooting film at Wild- 
ing studio here, for John Deere 


Co., farm equipment. Company 
is spending $125,000 on the film, 
to be used for p.a. purposes. 


Richard Travis has top male role. 


South Africa 


By Joe Hanson 

Recent polio drive by African 
Consolidated Theatres netted over 
$40.350 

Harry Watt, Ealing Studio pro- 
ducer, completed three months 
tour of country searching for suit- 
able film material. 

Barton Mumaw, billed as 
American Nijinsky,” to be prin- 
cipal male dancer in S. African 
production of “Annie Get You 
Gun.” 

Metro’s “Secret Garden” will be 
given first world release in South 
Africa. with simultaneous screen- 
ings in Johannesburg. Cape Town, 
and Durban. 

Unique occasion of five world 
celebs performing in Cape Town 
recently celebrated by _ party. 
Guests of honor were Dolin and 
Markova. Tito Schipa, Ida Haendel 
and Moishe Oysher, 





“The 


Jacobson, owner of Chez. 


lunching at. 
Pump room, on way to Hollywood 


Palace , 


London 


Bobby Wright, of Wright and 
Marion, hospitalized for internal 
operation. ‘ 

Mrs. Henry Sherek recovering 
from complications following an 
appendectomy. 

Cochran’s next musical, ‘“‘Tough 


at the Top,” skedded to open at the | 


Adelphi July 13. 

Maurice Winnick orch from 
Ciro’s signed for short season at 
Ambassadeur, Deauville. 

Nadia Gray arrived from Paris 
and soon will be starring in May- 
flower’s “The Spider and the Fly.” 

Cecil Lyle in hospital at Amster- 





Central Park” starring Kenny 
Baker. 

W. R. Frank, producer of “The 
Great Dan Patch,” in town to set 
up Southwestern preem scheduled 
‘for July. 

Margo Jones flew to Coast for 
_week’s visit before making New 
York trip to line up Theatre 49's 
fall season. 


Coca, Buster West in town rehears- 
ing for Starlight’s second show, 
| "Rose Marie.” 

Texas bus companies following 
‘lead of New Haven’'s “show train” 
idea with “show bus” sked for Star- 
light Operetta. 


dam, after heart attack, which ne- | 


cessitated him cancelling 10 weeks 
work, 

Margaret Lockwood now touring 
in “Private Lives.” which Henry 
Sherek plans to bring to the West 
End this fall. 

Sonny Cox and H. Elton Box, of 
music publishing house of Box and 
Cox, leaving June 30 on short busi- 
ness trip to New York. 

Noel Coward, having taken over 
the Redgrave role in “The Aston- 
ished Heart,” will again be playing 
opposite Celia Johnson. 


Son-in-law of Earl Mountbatten, | 


Lord Brabourne, entered film busi- 
ness as personal assistant to Ian 
Dalrymple on ‘“‘The Wooden Horse.”’ 

Eric Linklater’s latest comedy, 
“Love in Albania,’ comes into St. 
James at conclusion of Cornelia 
Otis Skinner’s two week engage- 
ment. 

Alan Hale due here this summer 
to play to U. S. Army Air Force 
camps in Britain and Germany, ana 
also. in Norman Krasna play, 
“John Loves Mary.” 

“Hats in the Air,” the Bernard 
Delfont musical, which was _ to 
start at the Saville at end of June, 
has been held over for the prov- 
inces and a lot of doctoring. 

Alicia Markova and Anton Dolin, 
after five days at Harringay Arena, 
starting Aug. 27 for Tom Arnold, 
will tour provinces for 10 weeks 
and'‘then go to Ireland at sugges- 
tion of the Aga Khan. 


Barcelona 


By Joaquina C. Vidal-Gomis 
| Argentine film director Ratti 
left for Buenos Aires after a long 
stay here. 

Director Alejandro Perla’ on 
location in the Pyrenees, shooting 
much of “Bad Spell.” 


New summer  nitery, Bahia, 
owned by Pons, presented French 
singer Fermanda Montel, who has 


been in Argentine for many years. 

Director Jose L. Saenz Heredia 
arrived from ‘Madrid with Mrs. 
Heredia to assist at preem of 
;““Waters Run Black” at the Alex- 
andra. 

Following the 
“Anchor Button,” 
will direct 
screenplay by Torrado on aviation 
pilots. 


same 


_is due in Spain to work on the 
| Balearic Isles on “‘The Man From 
Formentor.”” Louis Hayward and 
Patricia Roe will star. 

Tono de Lara has written a 
| screenplay, ‘‘Peace Hotel,’ which 
is an adaptation of his legit play, 
“Guillermo Hotel.’ Will be made 
in Mexico by Dyana Films. 


Mexico City 


By D. L. Grahame 
Maria Felix, 
winner, ill with tonsilitis. 


Enrique Contel. manager of 
radio station XEQ, abed_ with 
heart ailment. 

Buying splurge to replenish 
| Stocks expected as soon as the 


peso is stabilized. 


Westport, Conn. 


By Humphrey Doulens 
Mr. and Mrs.- Deems Taylor 
here. Ditto Francine Larrimore. 
Richard Mealand back from the 
Coast. 
Anne Whelan _ writing 
Florence and Venice. 
Mrs. William Anthony McGuire 
visiting the Peppy d’Albrews. 
Gladys Swarthout to Cincinnati 


/summer opera to sing “Carmen.” 


Conn. Symphony opening “Pops” 
concerts here Friday (1) with 
Eleanor Steber as soloist. 

Alexander Kirkland will be as- 
sociated with Lucille Lortel in 
White Barn theatre season. 

Peggy French to Smithtown, 
L. I., for tryout of Peggy Phillips’ 


\“*Paper Moon.” 


Libby Holman, Shepherd 
Traube, Louise Campbell, Arthur 
Levy, Robert Rockmore, Arthur 
Schwartz, Lueen McGrath, Paul 
Draper, Vivienne Segal, Jacque- 
line Logan, Tony Farrell, James 
Melton, Theresa Helburn, John 


Hersey here for opening ot ‘Pretty 
Penny” (27). 


Miami Beach 


By Larry Solloway 

Yvonne Richman back ih 
to close winter home then 
west to rejoin husband Harry. 

Ciro’s shuttered for summer 

Show at Five O'Clock Club tea- 
turing Sunny Mars, Rocio & An- 
tonio and Ruth Rogers. 

Paddock Club reopening with 
burley show, with Lois DeFee in 
featured spot. 


town 
flies 


Bookies and all other gambling 
under wraps after new council 
turned on the heat. 

Jack (Clover Club) Goldman to 
New York on talent hunt. 

Betty Barclay, former Sammy 


Kaye vocalist, into Bar of Music 


Pan American Fiesta to be 
staged by local merchants at 
Sherry Frontenac with Stella and 
Jose leading the Inter-American 


dance groups. 


style as | 
Fernan Gomez | 
“La Trinca del Aire,” | 


French director Julien Duvivier 


i\friends and fellow 


Washington 
By Florence S. Lowe 
Metro producer Sam 


town for huddles with Immigra- 


tion Dept. toppers on ‘‘Man Hunt.” | 


Exhibitor Fred Kogod, head of 
K-B theatre chain, feted by 450 
Variety 
ers on his 50th birthday. 


Gael Sullivan featured speaker 
at Theatre Division luncheon of | 
United Jewish Appeal. under 
chairmanship of exhibitor Sidney | 
Lust. 

Irving M. Lichtenstein named 


press relations director of WWDC | 


| succeeding Wadsworth Likely, who 


1948, Mex Oscar 


|has been assigned to station’s 
press staff. | 
Playwright Charles MacArthur | 


_and 


in past week to see daughter Mary 
in “Corn Is Green,” with both he 
wife. Helen Hayes due in 
next week for a look at their chick 
as Mary in “John Loves Mary,” 


with Guy Madison. 


Larry O'Reilly and Jerry Bron-| 


field here to make tourist docu- 
mentary for RKO. 

Katherine Grandstaff, Corpus 
Christi, Tex., cutie, selected as the 
U.S. Navy's sweetheart, guesting 
here. 
| Bruno Valleti has inked Lilia 
Beltran for lead in first pic he will 
produce in Mexico, “The Last 
Tango.” 

Government took over the West- 
ern Union, which it’s operating 
through the Ministry of Com- 
munications & Public Works. 


Dallas 


By Henry Senber 

Bob O'Donnell! says Interstate is 
not planning immediate revival of 
vaude. 

Variety Club held barbecue at its 
Boys Ranch near Bedford, Texas. 
Sunday (26). 

Southern Methodist University’s 
new summer theatre launched with 
“Death Takes a Holiday.” 

Dallas News’ Nathan Wyll and 
Times-Heralder Virgil Miers back 
from New York show-seeing trip. 

Starlight Operetta off to goon 
{Start with two-week run of “Up in 


FCC Commissioner Frieda Hen- 
nock amongst a group of ‘“‘women 
of achievement” invited as special 
guests to preem of Elisabeth Berg- 
ner in “Amphitryvon 38” Sunday 
(26) at town’s newest legit project. 
Washington Theatre Festival in 


| Meridian Hill Park. 


New Haven 


By Harold M. Bone 
Midget auto race biz only so-so. 
House Peters. Jr.. doubling as 

actor-flack at nearby Clinton straw- 
hat. 

Al Capp recently honored by Ad- 
vertising Club of this, his native, 
city. 

Yale drama faculty’s*Ed Reveaux 
directing musicals for Greek the- 
atre on the Coast. 

Yale Drama Society did “Male 
Animal” as annual Commencement 
play, Atwood Levensaler directing. 

Lanny Ross, Hayes Gordon and 
Martha Wright featured in first 
er pop concert at Yale Bowl 
(25). 


Ringling show did three-quarter | 
Wal-. 


matinee, evening sellout at 
lingtord, nearest stand 
since the Hartford fire. 


to here 





John Raitt, Marion Bell, Imogene | 


from | 


Marx in! 


bark- | 


| | Hollywood 


| Roland Young in from N. y, 


Bing Crosby to Elko, Ney. for 


the summer. 
| William Powells to Coronado for 
the tennis matches. 

Jeanne Taylor opened at Larry 
| Potter’s Supper Club. 

Beatrice Kay moves into Ciro’s 
July 8, following Connie Sawyer 

Al Vaughan is the new studio 
_pub-ad director for Samuel Gold- 
' wyn. 

Joe E. Brown recuperating after 
surgery at the Long Beach Nayy 
hospital. 7 

Dean Martin and Jerry Lewis 
| booked for a stand at Ciro’s, start- 
|ing Aug. 19. 
| Debbie Reynolds’ minor con. 
| tract with Warners approved by 
| Superior court. : 

Mickey Rooney laid up with sun- 
burn while “The Big Whee]” 
shoots around him. 

Jack Carson will do a personal 
at the Good Humor convention ijn 
Atlantic City in August. 

Frank Whitbeck cut short hig 
vacation with a circus and re. 
turned to the Metro lot to cool off. 

Tom Hardiman, most courteous 
employee of the Tri-State Theatre 
Circuit, won a free trip to Holly- 
wood. ; 

Ciriaco Santiago in from Manila 
to make a deal for the establish- 
ment of a color laboratory over 
there. 

Charles Loughton reading 
Shakespearean plays to war vet- 
erans at the Birmingham General 
Hospital. 

Jean Hersholt awarded a special 
gift as retiring prexy of the Acad- 
emy of Motion Picture Arts and 
Sciences. 

David Brian will 
fred Lunt role in 
Mine” for the La 
company. 

John Ford threw his already in- 
jured leg out of joint again on the 
“Front and Center” set at 20th-Fox 
but continued directing from a 
high chair. 


Las Vegas 


Helen Gilbert newest of the Hol- 
lywood set here for divorce. 

Nora Eddington Flynn and Dick 
Haymes doing the spots nightly, 
each awaiting marital severance 
papers. 

Jack Cole 


the Al- 
Mistress 
strawhat 


play 
a oe 
Jolla 


dancers smash hit at 


Flamingo backed by Rosalind 
Courtright in songs and impres- 
sionist Neal Stanley. 


Hotel Flamingo getting into the 


marriage business in earnest with 
new wedding chapel being con- 


structed on front lawn. 


Peggy McCarthy of El Rancho 


Vegas publicity staff resigned. She. 


represented Las Vegas as beauty 
queen in last year’s Madison 
Square Garden rodeo. 

| Hotel El Rancho Vegis, current- 
‘ly featuring Carl Ravazza,_ has 
inked Joe E. Lewis, Sophie Tucker, 
Wiere Bros. and Patti Moore & 
Ben Lessey for forthcoming sum- 
mer billings. 

Station KRAM which hitherto 
has broadcast only in daylight 
hours, has secured FCC approval 
24-hour operation making 
third fulltime outlet here. Expects 
to affiliate with Mutual after instal- 
lation of new equipment. 

Fifty Washington  correspon- 
dents, covering Governors’ con- 
ference at Colorado Springs, were 
guests of the town for a day of 
parties hosted by United Air Lines 
which flew them in, and Hotels 
Flamingo and Last Frontier. 

Summer tourist trade holding up 
well with hotels and motels report- 
ing better than average occupancy. 
Flamingo recently completed addi- 
tion of 60 new rooms. Expansion 
plans for all resort hotels have 
been announced at estimated cost 
of $3,000,000. 


| for 


Rome 


By Helen McGill Tubbs 
Clifton Webb is at the Hassler. 


Jules Levey at the Excelsior 
hotel. 
| Lois Maxwell is at the Ambas- 
sador hotel. 

Composer Aaron Copland in 


for a vacation. 

“Love” and “The Human Voice” 
opens at three of Rome’s firstrun 
houses. 


Mario Soldati is directing an 
Itaio-British film being made in 
Italy, Called “The Gangsters 
Wife.” 

“Bada che ti Mangio” revue, 
with American pianist Charhe 
Beale. goes to Naples for (vo 


weeks after 10 weeks in Rome 
“The Search” (English version 
preemed at the Arcoboleno with 
part of proceeds going to the Vil- 
laggio di Sante Francesco, Italian 
Boys Town . 
Wanda Osiris, Italian musical 
comedy favorite, reopens her last 
winter's revue as a summer edi- 


tion with a few changes in cast. 
jIt is called “Grand Hotel. 
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‘ound out when he was in Lisbon 
ith Dick ‘Lord Louis) Montbat- 
during a portion of the last 


rm, 3 : 
ae After that they're going to 
Vienna, Berlin and Paris (they'll 


be in Paris July 4) and sail for 
home the 8th. 

Another New York couple seen 
about lots in Cannes are the Jorges 
Herascus. He sat out the war in 
New York and Larchmont, where 
came in 1939 from his home in 


he : 
Rumania to escape Nazism. Heras- 
tule « be - 

cus got a divorce In Reno; took up 


amateur photography and soon be- 
professional; met a_ Dutch 
girl and married her. They've 
heen living at Cannes for some 
time in a cute apt. with an English 
cook who 1s excellent. Jorges re- 
turns to New York in September, 
but his bride must wait until her 
Dutch quota number comes up— 
maybe two years. 
Monte Carlo’s Craps 
The opening of the craps tables 


came 


at Monte Carlo was a sort of flop. | 
Sailors from a U. S. cruiser squad- | 


ron anchored at Villefranche saved 
the day. but the day after and the 
weekend after that, the Salles des 
Jeux were half empty again. Any- 
thing goes in Monte these days 
and the other night we noted more 
shorts and slacks in the downstairs 
rooms than any other type of at- 
tire. 

That's the story at the Palm 
Beach Casino here at Cannes, too 
Mavbe it’s too early in the season. 
1 wouldn't know. A six piece so- 
called ‘‘jazz orchestra” was playing 
in the Grande Salle, and three 
couples were doing their best to 
look gay on a ballroom floor as 
large as Florentine Gardens (Holly- 
wood) or maybe the Aragon, Chi. 
Drinks are still fantasticly cheap 
there: save for Scotch, which is 
two bucks a throw when they have 
it. Stingers are only 40c apiece, 
and are made with green mint. 
Bartenders tell us the white mint 
has completely disappeared off the 
French market since the war. A 
new mixed drink called the “Joe 
Stalin’’—it was here last year, too, 
is making somg headway. Con- 
tents: vodka, Creme de _ Cacao, 
mint, three ways with a dash of 
grenadine. 

Cannes boasts two post-midnight 
dives with pretty crummy shows: 
La Jungle and Maxim’s. There is 
also the Dexauphin, duller still. 
Cannes this summer is_ suffocat- 
ingly hot and humid, with much 
rain and millions of mosquitos. No 
DDT. Maxim’s at Juan-les-Pins is 
doing the biggest business in this 
area with the tea and late dancers 
xs well as La Boule Blanche in 
Nice. 

Biggest dinner crowds are at the 
Martinez which now has dinner- 
dancing. The Martinez and the 
Miramar are to be sold at auction 
this week. Dope is Connie Hilton 
is trying to buy them both! 

Aly Not a Popular Kid 

Aly Khan is having the Chateau 
d'Horizon wired—with a compli- 
cated barbed-wire contraption for 
burglars. It’s been repainted since 
he purchased it from the Windsors 
for 45,000,000 franes. Many of the 
working people in Cannes-Juan 
section dislike Aly. Among other 
things they claim he was too 
friendly with Hitler-Musso-Franco 
a decade ago. Thus, railway en- 
gineers when they pass Chateau 
d@'Horizon (which is on the tracks 
anyway) pull their screeching 
Whistles longer than they do any- 
Where else. Chief gardener at the 
place has complained, but nothipg 
has come of the complaint so far. 
Most trains pass between 4 and 8 
a.m. 

\mong the newer restaurants is 
Le Drap d’Or,, on the Croissette, 
Just beyond the Carlton. It's spe- 
clalizing on lobster cooked in cham- 
Pagne; and Doves fried in goat- 
lard’ A little jernt called Le 
Royalty does a huge dinner trade, 
‘oo. Carlton Bar is still the spot. 
Cocktailing begins here at 7:30 
a. dinner never before 9:30 or 


Nice is aS usual crammed with 
the British. Prices there have 
soared. The Negresco is offering 


# few transient rooms on the top- 
floors—low ceilings, box-like rooms 
With baths for $10 a night single. 
Most of its stuff begins at thrice 
that. How the “poverty stricken” 
British can afford it is impossible 

to figure out. 
lea ee Beaulieu (La Reserve). 
mel den Roc are getting their 
and E play from the movie-crowd 
wel Fee tax-escapists. When 
ynn was there he was never 


Vagahonding With Vandy 


Continued from page 2 

















alone: Freddie MacAvoy was al- 
ways at his side. 
Pix Shows 

At the Star, in Cannes, Alan 
Ladd and Gail Russell in “Death 
in Calcutta’; at the Riviera, Bogart 
and Bacall in “Passengers in the 
Night”: at Le Club, Dick Powell 
and Signe Hasso in “Opium”; at 
the Lido. Sabu in ‘‘Man-Eater.” At 
Mougin in the Rio, Rita Hayworth 


and Fred Astaire in “Loves Comes 
While Dancing”; at Juan-les-Pins, 
“Henry VIII": at Antibes, Eddie 
Robinson in “The Fugitive’: at 
Grasse, at the Familial, Charlie 
Chaplin in “The Dictator’; at the 
Palmarium there. Ray Milland in 


“Spies in Turkey’; at the Casino, 
Greer Garson in “The Other Man’s 





Wife,”’ and at the Rex, Joan Craw- 
ford in “Possessed.” But the pic- 
ture really hauling them in is Red 
Skelton at the Olympia in “Bien 
Faire et la Seduire”! 
BIRTHS 

Mr. and Mrs. James Walters, 

daughter, Hollywood, June 24. 


Mother is Mary Field, of the films; 


father is prop man at Universal. 
Mr. and Mrs. Al Wooley, Van 
Nuys, Cal., June 23. Father is 


the NBC 
Hollywood. 

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Lohnes, 
daughter, Portsmouth, O., June 3. 
Father is a salesman with station 
WPAY in that city 

Mr. and Mrs. Sidney Piermont, 
son, New York. June 23. Father 
is talent booker for the Loew cir- 
cuit 

Mr. and Mrs. Morris Salter son, 
Chicago. June 23. Father is man- 
ager of the Marbro theatre, Chi. 

Mr. and Mrs. Sherman Harris, 
son, Los Angeles, June 24. Father 
is an independent production man- 
ager. 

Mr. and Mrs. Paul Barry, daugh- 
ter, New York, June 25. Father is 
professional manager of Morris 
Music in N. Y, 

Mr. and Mrs. Alfred 
dale, son, Hollywood, 


manager of recording 


division in 


Blooming- 
June 27. 


Father is scion of the department | 


store family and a Hollywood pro- 
ducer. 


Mr. and Mrs. Bill Miranda, 
daughter, New York, June 24. 
Father is with Warner Bros. h.o. 
playdate dept 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Lerner, 
daughter, Los Angeles, June 27. 
Mother is Jan Clayton, musical 


comedy singer. 
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doesn't seem to put much of a 
crimp in his jazz style. Nightly he’s 
blowing in heated tempo, singing 
the vocals and exhibiting his warm 
friendly smile. That’s quite a 
unique band Celestin has, all the 
members being veterans of jazz and 
some of thein as old as Papa him- 
self. Outstanding among them is 
Alphonse Picou, credited with orig- 
inating the very popular Dixieland 
number. “High Society.” 

Things have reached such a boil- 
ing point that the first New Orleans 
jazz records ever to be initiated in 
this citv were cut about a week ago 
by Johnny Wiggs, cornetist, and a 
select group of local jazzmen. 
Wiggs has been playing cornet for 
30 vears and made his first record- 
ings for Victor back in 1926 as 
“Johnny Hyman and his Bayou 
Stompers.” 

Recording with Wiggs were Santo 
Pecora, trombonist who plays reg- 
ularly with Sharkey Bonano’s band; 
Lester Buchon, clarinet, who also 
plays with Sharkey: Armand Hug, 
pianist. who plays single in a local 
hotel bar; Tony Greco, bass, who 
plays with Leon Prima, and Fred- 
die King, drummer, who works 
as a salesman. although he holds 
a musicians’ union card. 











Harlem = Niteries 
: Continued from page _— 


bonifaces feel that the clubs would 
have a terrific chance if perform- 
ers of the stature of Billy Eckstine 














plaved Harlem’s spots. However, 
there isn't a single spot that can 
afford him 


Another cause of the dwindling 
biz is the lack of big name and 
girlie shows. Harlem clubs for 
sometime have been forced to com- 
pete with downtown clubs display- 
ing big colored shows. For the 
past few vears there’s at least one 
that’s provided competition § for 
Harlem. Until a litle more, than 


| VARIETY 


|a year ago. it was the Zanzibar. 
Currently, the Savannah in Green- 


wich Village has been enticing 
patrons who would _ ordinarily 


patronize Harlem. 

Meanwhile, it’s virtually agreed 
that with current economic condi- 
tions, there isn’t a club that can 
survive from local trade alone. 
The Harlem residents’ aren’t mak- 
ing the lush wartime coin anymore 
and cannot’ afford expensive 
amusements. 

Operators feel the only way Har- 
lem can get outside patronage is 
via a new entertainment format. 
Harlem cafes enjoyed an era of 
prosperity with girlie shows until 
the formula was copied downtown. 


The same was true with swing 
shows and now the cafe owners 
feel they’ve got to hit on some- 
thing else in order to lure the 


heavy-heeled ofays 


MARRIAGES 


Harriette Gifford § to 
Rowe, Chicago, June 24. 


Vincent 
He’s su- 


pervisor on, the “Betty Crocker 
Magazine of the Air” for Dancer- 
Fitzgerald-Sample agency. 

Lee Schwartz to Eddie’ Ross, 
New York, June 26. He’s aN. Y. 
talent agent. 

Laura Marcia Ecker to William 
Marshall Nelson, New York, June 
24. He’s an account executive 
with Pathescope Co.; bride is on 
editorial staff of Life mag. 

Marion Sweet to Charles Rich- 
ard Gaines, New York, June 232. 
Bride is in cast of “At War With 


the Army” (Booth, N.Y.); he’s an 
actor. 


Martha Kemp Mature McKel- 
way to Haves Goetz, New York, 
June 24. He's a Hollywood pro- 
ducer. 

Countess Suzanne de Gozaloff 
to Richard Myers. Westbury, L. L., 
June 24. He’s of the legit pro- 


ducing firm of Aldrich & Myers. 

Kathryn Jaffe to Emil Pasternak, 
Los Angeles, June 24. He’s a film 
producer and brother of Joe Pas- 
ternak, Metro producer. 

Verna Suesov to Grady Johnson, 
Las Vagas, June 15. He's a filnY 
flack. 

Adrianne Booth to David Brian, 
Santa Monica, June 20. Both are 
screen players. 

Marie Vimr to Kenny Phelps, 
Pittsburgh, June 18. Bride’s a 
skater in Dorothy Lewis; cafe rink 


show, “Glide the Globe,” he’s in 
“Holiday on Ice.” 

Vi Kaufman to Vice Sisti, Pitts- 
burgh, June 5 Bride was asst. 
mgr. of Loew's Ritz, Pitt. 

Margaret J. Small to Frank R. 
Hill, Jr., in Claremont,’ N. H., 
June 19. He is program director 


at WTSV, Claremont. 

Jean O’Brien to Max 

hicago, June 16. 
booker Frank 
he’s a pianist. 

Helen Zucker to Richard Golden, 
New York, June 24. Bride is a re- 
search employee of Cornelius Du 
Bois & Co., Inc.; he’s a television 
agent. 

Bonnie Switzer 
Chicago, June 26. 
the contract department of Bill- 
board Attractions agency; he’s in 
Chi company of “Mister Roberts.” 


Miller, 


Hogan's secretary; 


to Jim Evans, 
Bride is with 


Bride is talent} 


Marguerite Francis to Robert | 
Scott, Las Vegas. June 19. Bride 
is a secretary at Paramount. 

Peggy Herman to Dick Ham- 
mett, New York, June 26. He’s 
with William Morris agency 


transportation dept. 

Jovee Steele Sentner to Thomas 
Dickson Armour, Jr., Washington 
June 25. Bride is tele scripter at 
National Broadcasting Co. 

Doris Carlson Forde to Richard 
Fehr, Old Greenwich, Conn., June 
25. Bride is a commercial artist; 
he’s publicity director of Doherty, 
Clifford & Shenfield ad agency. 

Mary Jane Walsh to Lincoln 
Valentine Burrows, June 27, Yon- 
kers, N. Y. Bride is singer and 
musical comedy actress. 








Gardner | 





———— (‘oniinued from page 23 | 
(Gardner has been heard in the 
Wed.-at-9 slot for Bristol-Myers). 


In view of Bing Crosby taking over 
the Wednesday-at-9 CBS time for 
Chesterfield in the fall, Gardner 
figures “Duffy” would be happier 
bucking less formidable opposition. 

Gardner's plan is to tape his 
show, for Blatz in Puerto Rico, 
where he will be making a film this 
fall. It's an indie pic to be directed 
by Norman Foster called ‘“Pig’s 
Feet in Paris.” Move will necessi- 
tate taking along Charles Cantor, 
Eddie Green and other “Duffy” 
personalities. 

Taped PR origination 
tax-saving expedient for Gardner 
somewhat analagous to current 
vogue of pic directors-producers 
establishing six-month residence in 
Italy and otber fareign countries. 


offers a 


OBITUARIES 


SYLVESTER SCHAFFER 

Sylvester Schaffer, 65, retired 
vaude pertormer, died June 20 at 
his home in Universal. City, Cal., 
after a heart attack. 

Known as a one-man vaude 
show, Schaffer was adept at jug- 
gling, acrobatics, fencing, quick 
painting and comedy. He once 
piaved at the N.Y. Palace and tour- 
ed the U. S. and Europe. 

A native of Germany 
moved to this country with the 
rise of Hitler and had been in 
semi-retirement in California for 
10 years His last performance 
was at Hollywood High School, en- 
tertaining a class of foreign-born 
students who were graduating from 
a class in the study of American 
citizenship 


Schaffer 


FRANK GIRARD 
Frank Girard, 83, former vaude 
performer, died in New York, June 
Born in Belfast, Ireland, Girard 
first appeared in Gilbert & Sulli- 
van’s “Yeomen of the Guard.” 


After appearing with John C. 
Rice in “A Knotty Affair,” he 
joined the Bison City Four and 
acted with them in ‘The County 
Fair.” The same_ group later 
‘toured the Keith and _ Proctor 


Circuits. 


Subsequently Girard was with 
Billy Vaa’s Minstrels and toured 
with Hoyt’s “A Texas Steer.” Later 


he returned to the Bison City Four 


and appeared on the Columbia 
Burlesque circuit as a feature of 
Fred Irwin’s Big Show. 


EDWARD L. 
Edward L. Reed, 57, manager of 
Strand theatre, Providence, since 
1921, died at his home in that city, 


REED 


June 26. As manager of the 
Strand, he was first to conduct 
special Saturday morning shows 


for children. Also originated toy 
matinees for benefit of city’s 
needy children and during depres- 
sion substituted canned goods for 
distribution to needy families. He 
was a member of Providence 
Chamber of Commerce and the In- 
ternation Variety Clubs of Amer- 
ica. 

Survived by wife, son, daughter, 
mother and sister. 

EDWARD SMITH 

Edward Smith, 63, film art di- 
rector, died June 19 at his home 
on North Hollywood after a cere- 
bral hemorrhage. He started Jesse 
Lasky’s art department 32 years 
ago, after early training as an 
architect. 

In 1926 he became head of art 
department at Paramount = and 
worked on such pictures as “The 
Covered Wagon,” ‘Peter Pan,” 
“Wings” and “Hell’s Angels.” At 
the time of his death he was under 
contract at Warners. 

Among his survivors are his son. 


Robert, art director at Warners. 
and Allen, set draftsman on the 
same lot. 


G. SWAYNE GORDON 

Swayne Gordon, 69, actor, died 
in New York, June 23. 

He appeared in many Broadway 
productions, including “The Kick 
Back,’ “One Sunday Afternoon,” 
“Pursuit of Happiness,’ “Sailor 
Beware,’ “Young Madame Conti,” 
“Comes the Revelation,” ‘High 
Road,” “Sleep No More” and a re- 
vival of “Topaz,” in which he was 
seen in 1947. 


Gordon also had appeared in 
films and radio productions, in- 
cluding the “Pepper Young” 
series. 


He leaves his wife, Mrs. Spain 
Thorne Gordon, who once appeared 
with him in the vaudeville sketch 
“Off With Love.” 


MAY McCABE 

May McCabe, 76, actress, died in 
New York, June 22. 

She began her career in Indiana 
with stock companies. Later she 
plaved in Broadway productions 
of “On Trial,’ ‘“‘Adam and Eva,” 
and Victor Herbert’s “Sweet Six- 
teen.”” She also played support- 
ing roles during the silent era of 
motion pictures with Douglas Fair- 
banks and other stars. Her hus- 
band, Jack McCabe, an actor, died 


in 1917. ; 
Surviving are a son, Clyde North, 
an actor, and a sister. 
FODOR OZEP 
Fodor Ozep, 54, film director, 


died June 20 at his home in Bev- 
erly Hills following a heart attack. 

Ozep achieved note as a director 
in Europe with such pictures as 
“The Brothers Karamazov,’ “Yel- 
low Passport” and “Gibraltar.” He 
also directed “Three Russian Girls” 
for United Artists release and 
“Whispering City,’ filmed in 
Canada for Eagle Lion.,.,,. 


= 


WILLIAM T. GRIFFIN 
William T. Griffin, 51, publisher 


of the N. Y. Enquirer, Sunday 
newspaper, died June 28 in 
New York, after suffering a 


heart attack. He founded the sheet 
in 1928. He has a brother, Gerald 
Griffin, Irish tenor and a former 
executive secretary of the Ameri- 
can Guild of Variety Artists. 

In addition to brother, he is sur- 
vived by two sons and a sister. 


JOHN T. GARRY 


John T. Garry, at one time man- 
ager of the Empire theatre, Glens 
Falls, N.Y died June 20 at his 
home in Albany. 

Survived by 
daughters. 


wife and _ three 


Rhoe, 65, father of 
film actress, died 
his home in North 


Martin F. 
Vera-Ellen, 
June 21 at 
Hollywood 


Grandmother, 96, of Hoagy Car- 
michael, died in Indianapolis, June 
23. She’s reputed to have been the 
inspiration for the  songsmith’s 
“Little Old Lady” song hit. 








On the Upbeat 


Continued from page 42 


Hollywood 


fairs all over the country by Peer- 
International promotion dept. 

June Christy opening July 5 for 
a week at the Casbah, at flat $1,250 
per week. She'll be backed by a 
combo of five men led by her hus- 
band, tenor horn Bob Cooper . 
Sherman Marks is working on a 
new “Salute”. show. this time to 
Tschaikowsky ... Dave Kapp here 
for recording sessions Jack 
Kelly, vocal coach for Leeds Music, 
has been dropped in economy 
wave 

Chappell Musie axing staff with 
Herb Wald, Sid Gould leaving and 
Allen Ross, Joe Nadel to handle 
Coast chores. 





Chicago 

Max Lutz, head of Lutz Music, 
in for few days, confabbing with 
pluggers .. . Eddie South stays in- 
definitely at Bamboo Room, Keno- 
sha, Wis. Horace Heidt’s sec- 
ond group of radio winners sked- 
ded for extensive vaude tour... 
Larry Fotine pacted a year’s con- 
tract, plus two yearly options, with 
World Broadcasting, for a mini- 
mum of 30 tunes a year. Fotine 
also held over at Mellody Mill ball- 
room here ... Bonnie Baker set for 
El Patio, Cairo, Ill., July 9-16. . 
Eddie Talbert, Chi rep for Famous 


Music, bedded at Michael Reese 
hospital with heart attack... 
Buddy Cinino of Robbins Music, 


N. Y., will headquarter in Chi as 
standard catalog rep for Robbins, 
Feist and Miller music companies 
_. Dinah Woods, sec to Robbins’ 
Irwin Barg, leaves songplugger row 
after 13 years to live on the Coast. 
. Art Mooney orch set for one- 
nighters through midwest during 
July and August, including three 
days at Aragon ballroom Red 
Allen and J. C. Higgenbotham do 
a two-weeker July 2 at Mayfair 
Lounge, Wichita Monchito 
rhumba orch goes into swank Nip- 
persink Resort, Genoa City, Wis., 


July 12 for four weeks New 
bistro, handled The Domonique, 
opened last week featuring the 


Vadel Quintet . Frankie Carle 
one-nights at Aragon July 2, fol- 


lowed by one-night stand of 
Charlie Spivak July 7 Eddy 
Howard to close Beachwalk of 


Edgewater Beach with four-week 
engagement Aug. 5... Shep Fields 
into Balanese Room, Galveston, 
July 20 for a month Buddy 
Moreno orch at Trocadero, Evans- 
ville, Ind., July 8 for two weeks 

Billboard Attractions set 
opener for new club, Colony, 
Wichita, June 25 with Gordon Trio 

Quintones into Falcon Club, 
Detroit, June 28 for a month... 
Ted Weems set for Claridge, Mem- 
phis, July 29... Will Davis, pian- 
ist, cut two sides for Mercury here 
last week Lou Breese pacted 
to back Eddie Cantor show at elec- 
trical exposition, Sept. 10, at Chi 
Coliseum ... Benny Strong set for 
Peony Park. Omaha, July 29 : 
Lawrence Welk does a week at 
Elitch’s Gardens, Denver, July 23 
.. Don Reed goes into River Park, 
Des Moines, July 22 . . Tower's 
“Lover's Gold.” with Griff Wil- 
liams orch, passing 50.000 mark 
here Mrs. Archie Levington, 
Fran Allison on “ABC Breakfast 
Club” and “Kukla, Fran = and 
Ollie,” recovering from surgery at 
Michael Reese hospital Don 
Marcotte, music supervisor of Chi’s 
NBC, back from Florida honey- 
moon, 
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"H.D. Hover is smiling again, Little wonder, for the 
Wesson Bros, (Dick and Gene) are delivering the healthiest 
business seen here in some time. Their brand of comedy 
.. is as refreshing as it is funny. The Wessons’ pace and 
polish, their material and delivery are strictly from 
the top drawer. Lads are definitely climbing in 
a to become one of the finest in the laugh 
circle...” 





Lee Zhito, THE BILLBOARD, May 28,1949 





















+ Watch and Listen for the TOP COMEDY TEAM 


— 
= 
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. in RADIO and TELEVISION in 1950! 


OPENING N. Y. CAPITOL THEATRE IN AUGUST! 





Publicity 
Personal Manager ae richie on New York—JOEL ROSE 
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